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Public Buying Good Shows, Not Just 
Hits, Sez Rodgers; Calls It Boon to Legit 


By HOBE MORRISON + 
é ? 
the theatre this season is the tend- | All-Star Now 1-Star 


ency of the public to patronize | Having earned her stripes as one 
good shows, not just the top hits.;of the most widely palmed per-| 
That's the opinion of Richard formers of the season, Martha Raye | 
Rodgers. | has been cancelled cut of the “All 
The composer-producer doesn't Star Revue’—but don’t go ‘way. 
think the critics are responsible | Actually, it’s “All Star’ that’s 
for this new trend. “It’s the public , been axed and the NBC-TV show's 
itself,’ he asserts. “Playgoers are tag altered to read “Martha Raye 
apparently going to all the better Show” as her reward for good 
shows, so the less-than-greatest |comedy behavior on Saturdays. 
are succeeding. It’s a healthy sign Stanza gets an exposure every 
and very encouraging. four weeks with “Show of Shows” 
“T saw ‘Solid Gold Cadillac’ the moving over for The Mouth. 


other night. It’s a very funny com- 

edy and, with Josephine Hull, is | ” “—_ | 
Top Gillette Coin 

a 

Goes Begging For 





| 
An encouraging development of | 





real entertainment. What if it may 
not be another ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’? Does every show have | 
to be the very greatest? | 

“Of course not. ‘Cadillac’ is gen- | 
uinely enjoyable. The night I was 
there the audience had a great 
time and so did I. There's nothing 


better for the theatre than satis- : 

fied audiences, so ‘Cadillac’ and as ig t OW 
several other popular hits help 

the theatre as a whole.” 


Music Corp. of America is find- | 
ing it difficult to spend $175,000 
for talent alone on a one-hour 
TV show. Gillette is willing to spend 
that kind of money for its Xmas 
night NBC-TV stanza, but as it 
now stands, unless some. top) 
names come along, the budget will 
stand at about $125,000. 

MCA has offered $40,000 to Rita 





Rodgers, whose “Me and Juliet,” 
written and co-produced with li- | 
brettist-lyricist Oscar Hammerstein 
2d, has won the support of the 
public despite the mixed reaction 
of the critics, saw “Kismet” a few | 
nights after its opening and agrees 
with the favorable response of au- 


-agerten “It's a beautiful show,” 
1e 


says. “It has a fine score, ex- : 
cellentivy arranged and brilliantly | Hayworth; $30,000 to Betty Grable 
sung. [ had a wonderful time.|& Harry James. They're © still 
‘Kismet’ deserves the capacity throwing out offers to top person- 
business it's doing.” ~ | alites, but so far, the names that 

Rodgers with Hammerstein last. ave worth that kind of money are 
week made a verbal agreement S@Ving their teledebuts for their 


own shows, 
As would be the case in any 
percentery, MCA is anxious to get 
rid of the full budget or even in 
excess of what's beeen allocated. | 
Commissions are generally based 
on their purchases in cases of this 
kind. So far, it’s a headache get- 
ting rid of that dough intelligently. | 
As it is they’re spending some 
(Continued on page 28) } 


‘Continued on page 61) | 


Don’t Look Now, But 
Sadie’s’ Getting Into 
Censored City on TV, 


I mnili They 


‘a question of whether 
zee ision clips of a locally banned 
mm can get the censor’s axe or | 


rise a controversy atter the fact | Reepact Murder For 


May undergo testing in Memphis 





this morning (W bad b J e } 
Pp Phe ed.) when the A d B f ° 
BCTV “Today” “will ‘show the [V Audience’s Benefit; | 
i rut” portion of Colum- Fil C E id 

“y ; ee Sadie Thompson,” the | lim as ourt Vl ence 

patel ayworth starrer, Memphis | Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 

a tie ne Binford has ruled | Chalking up what's believed to 

lar ( role rboten. In this particu- be ‘another TV news first, KSTP- 


ne >» *lin'’e j " 
ion lews of the clip'’s inclu-| TV with an actual reenactment of 
remained a 


feast the web See secret, at! a deputy sheriff's murder also pre- 
any communic one gan nding out sented the killer’s sound-on-film 
swivel terp - > ee Sadie'’s confession. 
raised hob would conser, i he A few hours after the murder 
the fact e doing it after | early Dec. 7 and the killer’s appre- | 
Incidentally, Bob Hay hension, KSTP-TV newsman Juli- 
er of Dick Haym a broth-' an Roshel and photographic de- 
worth’s husband. aril Rage Hay- partment head, Dick Hance, obtain- 
I sister-in-law "7 a ee Seeing ed permission from the authori- 
tomorrow night 1. first time ties to do the film. 
night preem of th i ai at a mid- | The sheriff and county attorney 
Capito He's to d J om at the allowed the confessed murderer to 
Opening. Haymes ; a tape of the reenact the crime for the KSTP- 
the 1. * has never met TV pair with the understanding 


actvess——e; \ 
s—Case Of cool relations. (Continued on page 68) 


"| terping 


POLITICAL’ 


IAT, oA. HELPS 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Official censor boards and un- 
official censorship via private pres- 
sure groups collectively punish the 
American motion picture industry 


i. 




















| where it hurts most: in the Icx- 
office, to the tune of milliors of 
dollars. 


To start with, the fim industry 
must pay, each year, some $1,50U.- 
000 in ‘reviewing fees” to the of- 
ficial censors in some six states. 
But that’s mere peanuts to the in- 
direct losses inflicted upun indiv'd- 
ual releases because of organized 
hate campaigns, from 
postcards to anonymous 
calls. 

A rundown of maj losses 
which might otherwise have been 


+ 
.0 


packeis 


phone 





| major grossers) starts with Charles 
| Chaplin’s 
i battered and picketed by Ameri- 


“Limelight.” 


ean Legion units. “Limelight” nas 
played about 1.300 dates and 


brought United Artists. as distribu- 
tor, $670,000 in rental money from 


the U. S. and Canada This 
amount of coin in such limited 


playoff would indicate, under nor- 
mal circumstances, a total of $2,- 
500,000 from complete marketing 
of the film. However, it’s doubt- 
ful if $1,000,000 will be reached 
Many theatremen, fearing Legion 
demonstrations or whispering cam- 
paigns, simply will not book it. On 
this picture alone, consequently, a 
loss of $1,500,000 can fairly be at- 
tributed to “pressure.” 


“The Moon Is Biue”™ also has 
taken a drubbing from some cen- 
sors and religious groups but this 


cannot so readily be translated in 
(Continued on page 18) 


Philly Screening 
Too Sexy Peelers 


99 
“+ 





Philadelphia, Dec 

Police activity against exotic 
dancers for “going too far” in their 
to please customers has 
led the Philadelphia branch, Amer 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, to 
register and screen cafe and musi 
cal bar danseuses and issue pro- 
scriptions on the manner of their 
dancing. 

Move followed a conference be 
tween Charles Garvey, manager of 
AGVA's Philadelphia branch, and 
Police Commissioner Thomas Gib- 
bons. following the bluecoats’ re- 
moval of girls from two clubs. The 
cafe men had already met with 
Gibbons. Herman Comroe, presi- 
dent of Cafe Men's Assn. of Great- 
er Philadelphia, explained to the 
Commissioner that it was very 
often no fault of the proprietor 
when a young lady got carried 
away by her bumps and floor wrig- 
glings 

Commissioner Gibbons accepted 
the cafe owners’ plea and practice 

(Continued on page 15) 





ApS Another Recording Ban Looms As 


AFM, Diskers Hit Dead End in Talks 





Yorb ally i 











. * The spectre of another record- 

™ ing ban loomed over the music biz 

Edited H-Bomb Film Due 4s pact negotiations between the 

American Federat of Musicians 

Washington, Dec. 22 and the maior d ympan tan « 

The U. S. Atomic Commission is porarify collapsed 1: week With 

readying a half-hour pic for the- pny negotiations slated ur at 

atre and television screening early jeact next week and with the cur- 

next year. Object: to show the rent contract running out Dec. 31, 

force of the hydrogen bomb now appears to most trade execs 

Film was made in fall of 1952, that 1954 will be ushered in for 

when an H-bomb blew up an island Tin Pan Allev just as 1948 was— 

at Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific. without any New Year greetings 
Pic has been~cut in half by re-' from James Petrillo. 

moving ail footage which mig The situation. however. 4 
disclose information to Russia. be reversed by a quick s 

Edited version was shown 1: ntly next week, but the disk « $ 
at the Conference of Mayors. are not banking o at pos 

The speedup in recording sessions, 

- . which became distinctly percep- 

tible last week, has now entered 

olorset Service os 88:8 


e@ cutting as many « 


sible. In New York, al! the record- 
idios are b 














end of the vear and the top 
12 are imi] ‘ -d 
with work for the s5 e p d 
. ihe diskers eve they can le 
all far ahi? ci cannit il .. 
£U2 Bvmur SIA TODDS OTF 1 cil ib _ 
e = +3 
cogs withou utting anv new sides 
+ +} Aor o ; 7 ‘¥ 
if the ban goes into effect 
Se wines o Vy ‘ae rset i< X- + “a “oar ¢ 
Servicing of TV col o 2 Is 6 iaik Of a ban gained In volume 
pected to cost three to four times ast week when AFM chief Pe ? 
ié i ae ii I A ~*a i t 
ha 74 rhrame rere ers 
more than monochrome receiver and the majors failed to ¢ a 
e laact ~ 4 . > ~ mt = + - - 
at least as far as RCA contracts promise their differences on a new 
are concerned. Thus a black & pact Petrillo laid down a demand 
ts Ss 74 aa si ¢ \ wwii < a asi Qadir 
hit “ontract far 0 wou ymMmDpD o-° 
white contract for $60 w I a 37 increase in recording 
to $180 m on cl - ] p 
o $1801 1 on ‘ les, €limination of doubling and 
oa ae _ all atime shire? efits 
chines. ay and oiner eduction ot siaes per session 
> > ne mring > i. — ‘ 
aqeveioped auring a oe oe om fo to t} e. Petrillo stipu- 
press conference vesterday (1 s that the dollar increas a 
: Lake if s ai aad it is iv 
held by the servicing and t g Continued on page 44) 
divisions of the ympany he ‘ : 





Victor Theatr 


Johnny 


-._.. .. ASCAP Music Hassle 






York 

Main attention was 
three-pronged installation, serv- Bl ‘ . ; 
icing and test equi nt aspects acks Out White Xmas 


of the coming “color era” with the 


panel of RCA experts headed 


In Icelandic Air Base 


| by Edward C. Cahill, prexy of RCA sete 
Service Co By COL. BARNEY OLDFIELD 

Most important tangible p1 Keflavik. Iceland. Dec. 22 
. ‘ 1? ry) 2 \ he 7) ? } ; ‘ 
(Continued on page 28 it may be hard to belie that 
ba Pee ao ee es there is any place in the world 
| bi Di k Hi ingry to hear a few bars of Bing 
olumbia Disks fit Crosby doing the hardy perennial, 
4 ee . iy c 


New December High; os Smencans “evar snd 


stationed at Keflavik airpo 
Godfrey Paces Sales ,, Current, caught in, surprise 

Columbia Records is hitting its music on their 250-watt radio sta- 
alltime peak for December sales tion, a part of the A d Fo 
this vear, even topping last year’s Radio Service, at the 
turnover, when the diskery ck time of the vear for 
riding with a phenomenal 2,000.00 n-—the (¢ stmas season— t 
seller in Jimmy Boyd's [I Saw i: lar 1 lailv sched 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.” Thi { prograr as had to be sawed 
vear’s sales leader is an album lown to a tl { 
“Christmas With Arthur Godfrey 4 couple of I indet Jon 
& All The Little Godfreys.”” This. Leif prexy, and Sigouror Reynir 
set will top the 500,000 mark) Petursson eneral manager of 
which, in gross dollar volume, will STEF Samband ‘Tonskalda og 
at least equal the take on last, Kigenda Fiutningsrettar ire the 
year’s Boyd platter. local reps for ASCAP, and thes 
“ In addition to the Godfrey set, have suddenly confronted the tiny 
Columbia has a flock of strong en AFRS operation with a demand 
tries in Gene Autry’s perennial for about $190,000 for past per- 
“Rudolph The Red-Nosed Rein- formance rights on ASCAP musk 
dees” and the newie, Gayla Pee used since the station began ope 
vey’s “I Want A Hippopotamus For ation in November, 1951 
Christmas.” Latter has already| ‘The military position on Iceland 


gone over the 300.000 sales level (Continued on page 42) 
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Errol Flyn to Italo Partner: ‘Get Lost ; 
Ambassador Luce Wouldn't See Actor 


Assured of $150,000 in addi + - 
Reinhardt Memorial... 


tional financing, and with an op 
‘Viehnay Dee. “a: 


tional guarantee of $350,000 from 
United Artists in his pocket, Errol 
A Max Reinhardt mémorfdl ‘ex- 
hibit was inaugurated at ais thea- 





Flynn and his business manager, 
Barry Mahon, left N. Y. for Italy 


yesterday (Tues.), still undeter- ’ Na- 

mined whether or not they will be | tons! LAbASE t “an on the 

able to finish up Flynn's Italo ‘tonal Mt f Nisth mmhiversary 
“William yoy kL. the “ar 4s 


CinemaScope 
Tell.” 

With six more weeks of shooting , 
to do on his pic, which is one- -third | 
finished, Flynn earlier this year | 
had to suspend eager in = mementos, including 15 scenarios, 
legal hassle with his Ita — = ; annotated in his own handwriting. 
ner whom he referred to as Count | 
Adolf Forssataro. (It’s believed he | 


meant Vittorio Vassarotti). Wheth- George Stevens’ Cuffo 
er we |! Rea i lynn | 


ar not in which Flynn | 


yo sey 

Helene Thimig. wellknown ac- 
tress and Reinhardt’s widow, pre- 
sented the library with some 300 








| ° 
Stars, eventually gets on the) ( ) 
screen depends on whether the Scene Uncredited As 


actor-turned-producer Favor to Sid Skolsky. 


manages to 
rid himself of his co-producer. 

Although he receives no screen | 

credit. George Stevens directed | 


Flynn, who returned to this 
country last week for the first time 
in two years, told a tale of Woe Qne scene of Warner Bros.’ Frsieng 
Eddie Cantor Story’—for free 
Here's how it happened: 


which went something like this: 
In setting up “Tell” he part- 
nered with Forssataro. The budget After the picture was completed | 
Was set at $900,000 for the ang sneaked in the Hollywood vi- 
Pathecolor production. Flynn put) cinity, producer Sidney Skolsky in- 
sisted that it needed an additional 
sequence—Cantor at home on a 


up $400.000; Forssataro $250,000. 
Sunday—for a proper overall ef- 


Lensing began. Then, says Flynn. 
fect. WB's executive producer, 


Forssataro tried to ho'd up on his 

end. Production was suspended 
Jack L. Warner, refused to reopen 
production cuctivities. Skolsky. how- 


after a while as talks went on be- 
tween Fivnn and Forssataro. Lat- 
ever. was persistent and Warner | 


ter, says the actor, had actually in- 
vested only $50.000 in cash, but he 





ves! conditioned, “Okay, if you can get 
insisted on getting his full half of George Stevens to direct the 
the final earnings. In addition, ccene.” 


Forssataro let it be known that he 
would sue any new investor. 

Fivnn says he offered his part- 
ner $100.000 just to quit the field 
Forssataro  deciined. Flynn is 
bringing legal action against him 
and, failing this, will try te force at the Warner studio filming the 
him into bankruptcy. “Unless we scene. 
can go ahead by ourselves, I'm go- 


take the rap and try ‘again in « NEW UNSIGNED PLAY 
year.” Fiynn ceclared. 
French MAY BE BY MOLIERE 


French and American investors 
Paris, Dec. 15. 


Continued on page 56) 
A spécialist in letters and Moli- | 


42 Entertainers Take ca cameae Ge Be ee ee 
Six Yule GI Shows To 


Later Skolsky looked up Stevens, 
revealed his problem, and to his 
surprise Stevens agreed to do, but 
gratis. Skolsky immediately wired 
Warner and the latter reluctantly 








ered an unsigned play by Moliere 
in a 17th century manuscript of a 


group of unsigned short plays. All | 
Korea, Alaska, Europe French letterdom is excited and in- 


ft pa. terested in this, but there is no 
Hollywood, Dee. 22. ofricial indication, as yet, whether 
Six units consisting of 42 enter- i+ is the real mecoy. The Comedie- 


tainers are on their way to carTY Francaise, home of Moliere, has 
Christmas cheer to U. S. service- 


men in Korea. A'aska and Europe. 
Tours, arranged by the Hollywood 
Co-ordinating Committee, will end 


in this discovery and will study 
it thoroughly. 





acceded. Stevens spent three days‘ 


— 








What Yanks Find 


























HORACE HEIDT 


January 1, 1954, at the | 


Opening 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 
Then to New York... Opening! 
; February 1, 1954, at Hotel Statler. 
Under Personal Management 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave. New York 








Hitler Film Now 
Almost Devoid 
Of Controversy 


Muninch, Dec. 15. 

Audiences finally seeing the 
highly controversial film, “Till Five | 
Minutes Past Midnight,” are apt | 
to wonder why all the fuss. A col- 
lection of old newsreels—Ameri-. 
can, Russian, Japanese, German, 





Berlin, Dec. 15. 

The newsstands scattered all 
over the city, with hundreds of 
magazines and dailies hung all 
over the fronts in hit-or-miss fash- 
ion, some headlining “I Knew Hit- 
ler,” “The Truth About Hitler,” “I 
Knew Eva Braun,” “At Last, the 
Real Truth About Eva Braun,” etc. 

. » the numerous restaurants, 
There is one at virtually every cor- 
ner. ... Beer, Leicas, chinaware, 
gals. Probably the most sought 
after items by GIs. But beer tops 
them all. ... The clumsy English 
written in Berlin propaganda book- 
lets... . The predilection of Berlin 
youngsters for jazz. They are more | 
fond of jitterbugging than Ameri- | 
cans. 

The reckless driving of Germans. | 
Since there is no speed limit any 
longer, traffic casualties have, 
reached an all-time high. Approxi- | 
mately 1,400 accidents occur in} 
West Germany daily with 32 per- 
sons killed. Percentuge-wise, West 


| Germany has currently the worst 


traffic accident record of all Euro- 
pean countries, it is reported. 
The speeding Teutonic autos ‘are 
something to make an ordinary 
U. S. driver pull over to the curb 
for self-protection. ... The startied 
look on a local GI’s face when he 
learned that a Turkish Army re- | 
| cruit gets only 10c a month as pay. 
. The big contrast between West | 
and East Berlin as to atmosphere, 
; clothing of people, shops, et al. 
. . . The mushrooming of “dives” 


of all sorts after the end of the | 


war. 

The numerous green cylinder- | 
like round billboards (Litfass-Saul- 
en known to Berliners) with ciga- | 
ret ads, film schedules, plays, 


By HANS HOEHN 


Peculiar in Berlin 





ee 


for local GI’s, there has been brisk 
biz in the men’s clothing depart. 
ments... . If you dial 257 you get 
the correct time, if you try 253. 4 
flood of news in German comes 
through the receiver, 256 gives yoy 
“What's New in Berlin?”, 254 gives 
you some special tips in Berlinese 
on how to cook potatoes most ef. 
fectively. A recipe for baking a 
cake comes over the wires 
your receiver, too, 
listening. 

It often happens here: A GI buys 
a bottle of wine in a German sj 1Op 
to save money at a bar. Average 
price is $2.75, but he has to pay $3 
for the bar’s corkage charge. . 
Fixing up an 80-year-old lady in- 
| jured in the last war cost about 
| $70,000. The lady is “Victoria, 
| who is atop the 193-foot high Vic. 
}tory Column overlooking Berlin, 
| One of Victoria’s legs shows a big 
hole and her golden color has 
faded. . . . Some visitors here stil] 
say: Berlin is a ghost town. ., 
om enormous number of jobless 
peopie in West Berlin. Still about 
| 270, 000. That means at least every 
| third adult person is without a job, 

“Gone With Wind,” in German, 
will be in Berlin for the first time 
| this month. Tickets are already 
selling four weeks in advance. .., 
The genuine sadness of West Ber- 
| liners over the death of their he- 
roic and beloved Mayor Ernst Rev. 
| ter has probably produced the most 
|touchy scenes the Americans ex- 
perienced this year in Berlin. .., : A 
fascinating person for Yanks is 
‘often der Schornsteinfeger. He 
wears a top hat, has a sooty face 
|with a rope and several brooms 
slung carefully around his shoul- 
| ders. His dignity is as remarkable 


. into 
if you're stil] 





English. French and home pix shot | sporting events and concerts post- | as his dress: A chimney sweeper; 


by Eva Braun—this film document- | 
ing. the life of Adolf Hitler and 
the Nazi movement was hastily 


, banned on Nov. 20 by the Ministry | 


' 


of course, evinced a great interest | 


“a Pierre Descaves, prexy of the 
Ja 5 -erformers and their:,_** , 
Se — =" €-F, is careful about any brusque , 
ete Anders, Statements but says that there is no 
Korea: Unit A—Merry Anders, ~ S af this aatielaie “ava 
Sheila Connolly, Johnny Grant,, "Cord Of this anthology anywhere. 
berta Hz s. Terry Moore, Su- However. it was a frequent prac- 
Robes — cae “amo aes tice in the 17th century to pub- 
san Zanuck. Penny Singleton. -\* * . <f 
Unit B—Roscoe Ates, Cynthia Bell, ''S" Pays without the author's 
aw B a \ rginia. Hall. Mary ™2me. And it is on the record that 
‘onhe Chrictine Towner. Unit C during his tours through the 
Murphy. Christine Towner. Unit C “" AP x 
Kav Marx. Phyllis McCann, Len- provinces Moliere was given to toss- 
a ene rane , ing of original little comedies on 
. 4 nnd i‘ Iacki Altier. Marilyn *2me new ideas that might have 
AieasKa J2CKI AILICT, avi LiNVI 


. truck him. 
Hedley Marcelle Phitpott, Don ‘TUCK . 


Price, Patti Regan, Charles “Bud- Henusse claims that certain ac- 
dv” Rogers tions and dialog in the piece are 
" Europe Unit A — Carolina, definite worthy of Moliere at his 


Cotton. Sharlev Hudson. Herb Jef- greatest, and the documents will 


fries, Walter Pidgeon, Bill Shirley, be studied here before any definite 
Bobby Tucker, Lucy Bell White, opinions are forthcoming. Some of 
Gloria Winters. Keenan Wynn. Moliere’s important plays, such as 


Unit B—Gladys Ahern, Will Ahern, “Le Medecin Malgre Lui” (The 


Donna Brown, Dru Dalton, Kay Doctor In Spite of Himself”) 
Dalton. Cathy Downs. Joan Elms, started in this short play fashion, | 
Maxine Marlow, Pat Moran, Jack So this will get a long and careful 


© Connor, Maxie Rosenbloom. iooksee by experts here. 
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} tinuous rhubarb during the next 





‘chase price includes a screenplay 


Mahin. 


| William Dieterle, who is already 


, of Interior at the personal request | 
/ of Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. 


_who died in 1874. . 


ed up to the minute. Their in- | 
ventor was Litfass, a local printer, 
.. Since the re-| 
cent civilian clothing authorization | 


for Germans a symbol of good luck. 

| On New Year’s Day Berliners send 
their friends postcards with smil- 
ing Schornsteinfegers on them. 





——— 


* Stivial explanation for the ban: LA COUR, FIELDING NIX | Anti-Yank Films Shown 


“Because of damage to Germany’s S| 
reputation in foreign countries” 
and “other security reasons.” Con- 





21 days until Dee. 11, when the| 
Interior Ministry mysteriously lift- 
ed the ban, has been described by | 
leaders of the German film indus- 
try as “the biggest German film 
scandal since the war.” 

Idea for “Till Five” began last 
year with Munich film distributor 
Ludwig Baier, who in turn got the | 
idea from an American propaganda | 
film titled, “It Could Happen} 
Again.” Baier acquired the Eva 
Braun shots from her sister, Grete | 
Fegelein, and additional material 
from the wife of Hitler’s adjutant, 
Wilma Schaub. 

When copyright squabbles sty- 
mied Baier, film producer Wolf- 
gang Hartwig, took over. 

On Nov. 10 the film and narra-/j‘ 
tion were approved by censors, 
which group included representa- ' 
tives of the Interior Ministry. On ' 
Nov. 20 the same group slapped 
on the ban. Police raided several 
houses where the film was to have 
been premiered. It was reported 
from Krefeld that police there 
used rubber clubs. 

The hassle took an international 
twist when Le Monde (Paris) de- 
clared the ban was imposed “‘be- 
cause the film is anti-militaristic, | 
which is in direct contradiction to ! 
the policy of the Bonn Government 

. trying to win the German pub- 
lic ‘to the thought of rearmament.’ 

Domestic speculation held that. 
shots of concentration camps and 
Nazi bigwigs was damaging to Ger- 
man prestige at home and abroad. 

Private screenings by producer 
Hartwick for major politicos re- 
sulted in 80 cuts being made, and 
the ban was removed Dec. 11. 

The cut version will startle few. 
The opening shot is that of Allied 

(Continued on page 56) 








HOLY LAND C’SCOPER 





Col Buys ‘Joseph and Brethren’ 
From L. B. Mayer 





Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Columbia has bought pix rights 
to “Joseph and His Brethren” for 
$200,000 from Louis B. Mayer. Pur- 





prepared last year by John Lee 


Film will be made in Cinema- | 
Scope in early 1954 in Jerusalem. 


/set to direct,. is selecting shooting | 


sites, No casting yet. } 


meow j ‘ 9010040 Sol 94 ‘ 


| again.” 


RED PROBERS’ QUERIES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 
Joan LaCour, executive secretary 


|of the Television Writers of Amer- 


ica, and Jerry Fielding, NBC mu- 
sical director, invoked the Fifth 


Amendment at a closed door ses-| 
sion of a special sub-committee of | 


the House Un-American Activities 


_Committee consisting of Reps. 
Donald L. Jackson and Clyde 
Doyle. 


Jackson said Fielding at first: 


refused to answer but later denied | 


present membership in the Com- 


munist Party. He avoided questions | 


as to party affiliation last week. | 


| Miss LaCour not only refused to | 


answer the committee’s questions | 
but issued a statement accusing | 
that group of setting itself up as | 
‘prosecutor, judge and_ jury.’ 
Meanwhile TWA issued an official | 
statement declaring that Miss La- | 
Cour had signed the non- Commu- | 
nist oath required of officers of 
— Guild under the Taft-Hartley 
aw. 

After hectic board meeting 
Television Writers of Americca de- 
cided over weekend to let full 


TWA membership decide whether | 


to retain Miss LaCour. Mail 
referendum of western regional 
membership will be held and a 
membership meeting called early 


early in January when case will be | 


discussed and settled. 


Paralysis Foundation 
Helped Helen Hayes To 
‘Walk Again’ Sez Actress 


Albany, Dec. 22. 

The National Foundation for In- 
fantile Paralysis helped Helen 
Hayes “walk again” after polio 
claimed her 19-year-old daughter, 
Mary MacArthur, in 1949. So the 
star declared in an address which 
climaxed an upstate 1954 March 





|0f Dimes kickoff luncheon in the 


Ten Eyck Hotel here last Wednes- 
day (16). 

Miss Hayes, who paid tribute to 
the Foundation for its unstinted 
help to her, via doctors, nurses, 


phy siotherapists and others, un-|§ 
| derlined that aid was not confined 
| to * ‘physical therapy. ” The Founda- 


tion assists “all who are in any 
way affected by polio,” she’ said, 
| and added it had helped her “walk | 


ganization “waiting, ready and 
(Continued ¢ on page 63) 


Miss Hayes found the or-. 


To Japanese During 
Pearl: Harbor Week 


Tokyo, Dec. 15. 

Dec. 8, anniversary (in Japan) of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. was 
marked here by the opening of 
two films roundly denounced as 
| anti- American in vernacular and 
English language papers when pre- 
viewed some time ago. One film, 
“Hiroshima,” made by the leftish 
Japan Teachers Union, has been 
languishing on the shelf for sev- 
eral months because the big dis- 
trib chains refused to handle it. 

The other, “Red Line Base,” 
about problems around U.S. mili- 
| tary installations here, was the 
| first hatepic to the made by a ma- 
jor studio. The company Toho 
withdrew the film for revision 
after a storm of protests following 
its preview. The selection of the 
week of Dec. 6 for release of the 
pix may have been deliberate; 
| however, the Pearl Harbor anni. 
just happened to fall on a Tucsday 
|this year and most chains change 
| bills regularly on that day. 
| “Hiroshima,” produced by Takeo 
Ito and directed by Hideo Scki- 
gawa, turns out to be an expen 
sive illustration of the postulale 
that conscious propaganda, 0 
matter how lofty its aim might be, 
does not make art—nor does }! 
|make entertainment. Boxoffic pros- 
|pects are negligible as it is being 
| offered for free booking and show- 
| ing only in tiny second-rate houses 
in the suburbs of Tokyo. 

Toho’'s “Red Line Base” /$ 

(Continued on page 15) 








Mary Sinclair Files 
In 166 Bankruptcy 


Actress Mary Sinclair filed 4 
petition of bankruptcy in N 
Federal Court last week, slalming 
liabilities of $16,393 and no assets 
The former wife of producer-di- 
rector George Abbott declared her 
gross earnings for 1951 totaled 
$13,142. Of that amount she netted 
$1,340. In 1952 her gross coin take 
hit almost $16,000, resulting 1” 4 
‘net income of $2,934. Actress put 
her earnings for this year at $2 500. 
| Creditors include several \. >: 
department stores and some pt!" 
sonal loans. The petition was 





; ferred to Referee John E. Joyc'; 
Gl 
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FLOOD OF MUSICALS IN 1954 








Denendence of WB on Outsiders’ Clear 
From Analysis of Annual Report 


Dependence of Warner Bros. on + 


the product of outside producers 
is sharply pointed up in the sum 
advanced to outside producers in 
the six-month period ending Aug. 
31, 1953. During the stanza, com- 
pany partially financed indies to 
the Pov of $8,536,942 as com- 
pared to $4,748, 867 at the end of 
Feb. 28, 1953. Of 38 current work- 
ing contemplated productions, 
17 co-partnership arrange- 
ments with indie film-makers. 
These include one or more picture 
deals with Wayne- -Fellows, Cagney 
Productions, Sid Luft, Marty Mel- 
Howard Hawks, Victor Sa- 


or 
and 


cher, y 
ville, John Huston, Elia Kazan, 
and George Stevens and Henry 


Ginsberg. 
WB’s first annual report as a 
solo production- -distribution com- 


pany reveals a consolidated net 
profit of $1,570,000 for the six- 
month period ending Aug. 31. 


Since the company’s fiscal year 
terminates on Aug. 31 of each 
year, the current financial state- 
ment lists the six-month return 
starting with Feb. 28 when com- 
pany divorced its production and 
theatre activities. 

Current profit is equivalent to 
earnings of 63c per share on 2,- 
474.414 shares outstanding. Re- 
port issued by the company 
warns, however, that grosses and 
profits for the quarter ending 
Nov. 28 would be lower than those 
of the old company for the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

Profit is based on film rentals 
of $34,282,000 for the six months 
which, combined with $32,097,000 
for the six months ended Feb. 28, 
1953, totals $66,.379.000. This com- 
pares to $69,062.000 for the previ- 
ous year ended ‘Aug. 31, 1952. 
Noting that the company had pro- 
duced two pictures abroad last 
year utilizing unremittable foreign 
currency, the report says WB will 
use frozen coin for more over- 
seas production the coming year. 





Government Film Is 
Being Made Non-Union, 
Charges Herb Aller 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
The United States State Depart- 
ment, and Armed Forces are let- 
ting motion picture contracts to 
non-union civilians, it’s charged by 


Herb Aller, business agent of the 
Cameramen’s Local, 659, Union of 
the Intl Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, launching “in- 
vestigation” to see if purpose of 
this policy is to “undermine 
unions.” 

Aller is arranging a meeting in 
January with International IA 
prexy Richard Walsh to explore 


situation and see what steps can be 
taken to counteract. Legislation 
may be sought by IA to prevent 
such activities, if investigation sus- 
tains reports. 

“Using non-union civilians to 
make pix in this country for State 
Department and Armed Force use 
is comparable to using prison labor 


to escape paying union labor 
scales” Aller charged, 

= stated further his opinion 
that practice drastically affects 


Hollywood employ ment, already at 
low ebb, but emphasized that the 
Problem is national in scope. 
‘ \ller hopes to convince W.lsh 
hat weight of IA should be thrown 
Into upe oOming investigation. 





Phil O’Brien, Censorship 
Specialist, Joins Dad 


Philip O'Brien Jr., has resigned 
as legal censor ship specialist at the 


totion Picture Assn. of America | 
enter private law practice with 
ls father. 

O'Brie 


7 has had a prominent role | 
ensorship cases 
ne MPAA 


+ 
t 
¢ 


In all 
- in recent years. 
il work with y 
he future but 


Isls 


On a consultative 





Last of His Breed 


Les Goodwins, who used a 
megaphone to direct pictures 
in the silent days, is still using 
a megaphone—the only one in 
Hollywood to follow that an- 
cient custom. Explaining the 
habit on the set of “Fireman 
Save My Child” at Universal- 
International, he said: ‘“Slap- 
stick comedy is one form of 
art that needs old time mega- 
phonic direction. I’ve been 
timing pratfalls with a mega- 
phone for more than 25 years, 
and I’m not going to give it 
up now.” 


SEE TOO MANY 








Assertion that Hollywood is plac- 
ing too strong an accent on pro- 
duction of “spectacle” pictures is 
made by numerous 


VARIETY. Film colony’s new em- 
phasis on “epics” is designed to 
correspond with the conversion to 
widened screens in theatres. The} 
broadened sets off the spectacle | 
type of film partcularly well, pro- 
ducers feel. 

However, theatremen generally 
argue that spectacles were success- 
ful in past partially because they 
have been few in number. “Quo 
Vadis,” “Greatest Show on Earth” 
and others over the years have 
been so spaced on release that 
there was no danger of overfeeding 
the public with bigness. 

But such a danger now exists. 
according to many exhibitors. It's 
further felt that Hollywood's rush 
to turn out epics may mean some 
sacrifice in quality. ‘Spectacles, 
even if not particularly well done, 
had a chance before because there 
weren't many of them around.” 
commented an_e eastern circuit 
owner. “But going over production 


schedules I find a flock of them 
coming up. The bigness alone 
won't sell; these pictures simply 


must have production quality.” 
On another subject, theatremen 
generally disagree with the assur | 
(Continued on page 16) 





New Romulus Formula 
For Yank Sharing In 
Co-Production Deals 


Dec. 22 


London 


Hollywood, 

Romulus Films of 
headed by James and John Woolf 
has adopted a new format for the 
financing and distribution of their 
joint Anglo-American productions 
Under the new arrangement, James 
Woolf explained here, American 
producers will participate in world- 
wide profits of any picture they 
help finance, in proportion to the 
amount of coin they spend. 

In the past, he said, the com- 
pany’s co-production deals have 
given either Western Hemisphere 
rights, or a percentage of same 
with the British producer drawing 
Eastern hemisphere rights, regard- 
less of the amount of American 
money invested. 


ACADEMY EASES RULE 


Documentaries and Foreigns Need 








Not Be Seen in L. A. 
Hollywwood, Dec. 22. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


and Sciences has rescinded its re- 
cent ruling that documentary and 
|foreign language films must be 
shown publicly in the L.A. area in 
| order to qualify as an Oscar entry 
Instead, films in these categories 


involving | must be shown somewhere in the 
He'll | U. S. 
the organization in | 


At the same time, all short sub- 
jects must be exhibited in L.A. 
County before the end of 1953. 


SPECTACLES 


WILL BALANCE OFF 


Tunefilms, somewhat second fid- 
dle to adventure and spectacle 
footage during the 


much to the fore in 1954. Trend 
to fewer and bigger pictures will 
even see film companies 
have traditionally 
because of their tremendous costs | 
undertaking musicals. 

Prime example is Columbia 
which only occasionally enters the 
musical sweepstakes. Col has three 
tuners pencilled in for 1954. 
cluded is musical version of 
Sister Eileen,” property which Co] 
has owned for some time. Pic is 
titled “The Gay.Girls” although 
the Broadway musical version, 
starring Rosalind Russell, is known 
s ‘“‘Wonderful Town.” Judy Holli- 
day is slated for the starring ro'e. 

Also on Col's list is the musical 
biography, “The Franz Liszt 
Story,” for which no cast has as 
yet been set. and “The Pleasure Is 
All Mine,” its first CinemaScope 
picture, starring Betty Grable 
Marge and Gower Champion, and 








tebe | 
yo exhibitors | 
whose opinions were sought out by | 


Jack Lemmon. 

Metro, long the foremost pro- 
ducer of screen musicals, again 
heads the pack in this department. 


with seven current. working or 
| contemplated tuners. “Easy to 
Love.” starring Esther Williams. 


'Van Johnson and Tony Martin, 
(Continued on page 18) 


is 





Sir Henry French 


(Director General of the British Film 
Producers Assn.) 

details how the Internationa! Fed- 

eration of Film Producers Assas. 
is in @ move to 


Cut Down Interna- 
tional Film Festirals 


* df 7 
© provocative byline piece in the 
48th 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











ADVENTURE SPECS 


launching of | 
the present widescreen era, will be | 


which | 
avoided tuners | 


ee 





| 


In- | 
“My 


With Metro as Exception, Film 


Companies Increasingly Rely On 
Director-Writer-Star Partners 





Oats Forever 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Regardless of all the new 
processes, the good old fash- 
ioned cowboy opera is here to 
stay. That is what director An- 
thony Mann told the cinema 
students at the University of 
Southern California. 

Westérns will always be the 
bulk of the film industry. he 
said, because they appeal to 
men ranging from eight years 
to 80. 


$69,000 FEATURE 
ON GUMSHOES 


Holiywood, Dec. 22 

Production ventures by new- 
comers have been confined to tele- 
films in recent months, but tyros 
Earle Lyon and Richerd Bartlett 
are bucking the tide with a new 
indie theatrical film firm which 
was kept under wraps until 
pletion of the first feature. “Dieppe 
Raid.” While their colleagues 
eveing the vidfilm field with eager- 
ness. Lyon and Bartlett have en- 
thusias sm for the theatrical field 

“There wi'l always be room for 
good pictures.” they contend. “We 
hope to make just that—and make 
em ata price that permits a legiti- 
mate profit.” 

Their Enterprise Cinema Pro- 
ductions is unusual] f manj 
standpoints. Initially, it’s prebably 

A 








com- 


rar 
ron 


the first Hollywood indie in years 
which sought no publicity unt 
after compietion of its first pic- 
ture. Bevond that. it’s basically a 
partnership of actors and while 
thesps have formed their own in- 
dies befowe this, such activity has 

enerally come after the actors 
be lieved some box-office impact 
Lvon and Bartlett are virtually un- 


Continued on page 16 








National Boxoffice Surv ey 


| Trade Way Off Pre-Xmas; ‘Cinerama’ New icici: 
‘Marry’ Dips to 2d, ‘Robe’ 3d, ‘Plains’ 4th 


week before 
first-runs which 
on the chin are the rare 
exception. Even the str 
tures are feeling the 
from Xmas shoppers, with some 
ithe recent big grossers  fallir 
isharply in current round. <A few 
cities covered by VARIETY had to 
|econtend with the further handicap 
of snow and frigid weat ber With 
imany exhibs just marking time 
awaiting the arrival of year-end 
holidays, some 74 different pix 
being called on to carry the 
| currently 

| First 


It's the 
and the 
taking it 
ongest pic- 


competiti 


ot 


are 


load 
place is being taken over 
by “Cinerama” (Indie), this ney 
medium supplanting “How To Mar- 
ry a Millionaire” (20th) at the top 
However, “Marry” holding re- 
markably well, and will be a cinch 
|second-place winner, Third money 


LS 





is going to “The Robe” (20th 

which was second a week ago 
Fourth position is going to 

“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) al- 


| though it had several lightweight 
sessions as it added up sizable coin 
“Diamond Queen,” another from 
Warners, is taking fifth spot al- 
though so-so to mild in many thea- 
| tres. 


| Jack Slade” (AA) is finishing 
sixth, with “Escape Ft. Bravo” 
(M-G) dipping to seventh. “Sins of 


Jezebel” (Lip) is landing in eighth 
slot while “Captain's Paradise”’ 
rounds out the Top Nine list 
“Torch Song” (M-G), “Take High 
| Ground” (M-G) and ° ‘Riot it Nurse”’ 
'(Rep) are the runner-up films 
“Beneath 12-Mile Ree." (20th) is 


jthe lone newcomer to show prom-! 





ise. It shapes big on preem week 
at the N. Y. Roxy opening in one 
of the slow pre-Xmas_ stanzas 
Prisoner of Casbah” ‘Col also 
new, is mild in Frisco and light in 
L.A. Most other new product is be- 
ing saved to launch just before 
Christmas Day or on Dec. 25. Be- 
sides the CinemaScoper “Reef.” 
20th-Fox also is preeming “Khyber 
Rifles.’ another C’Scope nic, at the 
N. Y¥. Rivoli this week 

“Living Desert” (Disney), which 
is having a fine longrun in N. Y 
was the standout new entry in L.A 
with a big session. “Little Fugi- 
tive” (Indie!, still doing well in 
llth session at N. Y. Normandie 
teed off nicely in L.A. “Titfield 
Thunderbolt” ‘t continues good 
in Boston 

“All Brothers Valiant’ ‘(M-G 
looms fine in Chi and okay in 
Toronto “Crazylegs” Rep is 
rated fair in K.C “Cruel Sea’ 
L) shapes nice in St. Louis 

“Glass Web" ({ looks Okay in 
Omaha “Decameron Nights” 
RKO), okay in Minneapolis, is fair- 
ish in Philly. “Shark River’ (UA 
looms oke in Cincy 

“City That Never Sleeps” (Rep 
is heading for nice total in Omaha 
“Gun Fury" (Col! looks good in 
Cincy. “Half A Hero” (M-G) is fair 
in Louisville 

“Moon Is Blue’ (UA) is sturdy in 


Philly on extended-run. 

(Col) is rated okay 

“Lili” (M-G!, okay 

still shapes good in 4lst week at 

N. Y. Trans-Lux 60th St. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 


“Big Heat” 
in Toronto 
in Indianapolis, 


+ 


{ 
} 
} 
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| vanced to outside producers 


Major company tieups with in- 
dependent producers are mount- 
ing. With Metro as the exception, 


|every studio is inviting indie film- 


makers. directors, writers or stars 
to enter participation deals 

Warners has doubled the amount 
production coin now being ad- 
This 
over $8.500,009 


of 


sum was listed at 


lin WB's financial report last week. 


are? 


Paramount has a new deal 
up with Alfred Hitchcock for 
production of three films Same 
company is now flirting with Wil- 
liam Goetz with the view of pos- 
sibly setting up some form of par- 
nership 

Columbia is at work on 
up with Jose Ferrer 
for screen adaptation 
Shrike” with Ferrer as 
director and _= star. 20th-Fox's 
first CinemaScope entry, “The 
Robe.” was a participation pack- 


set 
joint 


a team- 
which calls 
of “The 
producer, 


' age, producer Frank Ross owning 


20°, of the film 
United Artists has a percentage 
(Continued on page 20) 


Paul Lazarus, Jr., Takes 
Over as Nate Spingold 
Sets Semi-Retirement 








Pau] N. Lazarus Jr., Columbia 
homeoffice exec, expectedly will 
take over all public relations work 
for the company which hz ad been 
handied by Nate B. Spingold. Out- 
fit d sclesed on Monday ‘21> that 
Sping av.p., will step out of 
his fulltime role upon termination 
f his employment contract next 
March. The 67-vear-old exee will 
continue as a member of the board 
but Ww be ON a semi-active status 

= s amt He 

th 1933 
reins on 
had been 
Spingold. 
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Big Initial Costs, Much Risk 
Becloud Toll-Tele Planning; 
Skiatron May Need $15,000,000 


While they’ve been talking ex-¢ 


tensively about the fabulous gross 
potentials o. their systems, pro- 


ponents of subscription television | 


are sharpening their pencils to de- 
termine the actual dollars-and- 
cents cost of getting tollviewing 
launched in any of the major keys. 

Estimates vary widely. Skia- 
tron’s Subscriber-Vision execs are 
said to figure on a minimum in- 
vestment of between $10.000.000 
and $15,.000.000 to get the system 
on the rails and working in New 
York City alone with about 500,- 
000 decoders. When Skiatron files 
with the Federal Communications 


Commission for a commercial per- | 


mit, it will be tor 
1 & g 

To what extent this estimate has 
bearing on either Paramount with 


operation in 


its Telemeter (Palm Springs, Cal.) 
Pay-as-you-see device, or Zenith’s 
Phonevision ‘Chicago’ is a moot 


and mute question. Telemeter test 
cost Par a hefty $750.000 in terms 
of local equipment installation and 
engineering alone. and yet there 
were only 71 involved at the 
launching. 

Since Telemeter uses a coin-box 
device. observers that the 
cost of producing these units will 
be comparatively high. Telemeter 
exec said last week that the com- 
pany hadn't attempted to estimate 
what it would cost to introduce the 
system in a key city. 

Zenith—providing it sticks 
Phonev 


(‘Continued on page 135) 


Coast Research Lab Of 
20th-Fox Satisfactorily 
‘Reduces CinemaSco 


Satisfactory method of optic 
reducing CinemaSc 
Standard size haz 


sets 


assume 


+ 


a 


ision system—faces a 








pe 





by 20th-Fox and iemon- 
strated to other studio execs on the 
Coast. 

Coast research lab of 20th 





been doing extensive 


work on this problem 


experimenta 
and has now 
so!ved it. with the resuiting stand- 
ard print framed in a 1.75 to l 


ratio to neep top. side and bDottom 





loss to a minimum Perfection of 
this method e inates the need to 
actually ms ¢ > standard 
\ ns of Cinema Scope pix 
According 0 cu nt 20th 0 
ics e ¢ ip vill not ke 
ava i@ Stan d pri s r if 
Cine 2S at ctions 4 ( er 
stuc len eir CinemaScope in 
dur te ) ave eguiar prints 
avaliabie WW le Warne Bros “€ 
portedi: read to rele e stand- 
ard versions of s CinemaScope 
features simultaneous] with the 
anamorphic ones, Metro is under- 
stood planning to hold up regular 
prints for a year until after the 
CinemaS ope original has reached 


the theatres, 


DORE SCHARY SAYS HE 
LIKES BEING ‘EGGHEAD’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Dore Schary, Metro production 
chief, was acclaimed as B'nai Brrith 
Man of the Year at the annual din- 
ner oi that organization in the Bilt- 





more Bowl. In his speech of ac- 
knowledgement Schary made a 
plea for liberalism. “t am a 
liberal,” he said in part ge 
lerm today has been given many 
definitions. We are told that a 
liberal is someone who wishes to 
spend another man’s money; that | 





jack L. Warner 


is committed to 'big’ pictures 
and stresses that 


WB's 16 in °54 Cost 
As Much As 42 


* * * 





one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











Theatre Mixing of Sound 
(Four Goes Into One) Is 
New C’Scope Headache 


Sales execs at 20th-Fox this week 
in commenting 
they'd book their 
pix into theatres us- 
gadget that would mix the 
four-track magnetic sound and 
channel it into a wingle speaker. 
Company commented that it 
hadn't run across this problem so 
tar and in any case it was a mat- 
ter that would have to be decided 


were noncommittal 
on whether 
CinemaScope 


ing a 


at top level. CinemaScope contract | 


exhibs must install 
equipment but doesn't 


citicaily what it is. 


says 


special 
state spe- 


Several circuits are currently ex- 
ploring means of “collecting” the 


into a regular speaker. Installa- 
,uion of the gadget, which would 
still require penthouse reproduc- 
ers and amplifiers, would come to 
bout $2,000 or $3.000 and is still 
onsiderably cheaper than wiring 
house for stereophonic sound. 

Exhibs are mulling this simpli- 
fication primarily for their smaller 
situations where. they claim, the 
restricted width of the screen 
makes the installation of three 
speakers unnecessary Pending 
stereophonic sound tests next 
month, 20th will continue putting 
out all of its CinemaScope with 


Mb a 
sound only. 


a 
ce 
2 


mM , + } 7 . 
multi-channel 


lav . 1. sha = a. » 
Asked whether he 


ld withhold its pix 
atre would 
without stereo sound. 
exec said he hadn't stopped to 
\ about it. “IT don't see how 
they can stop us,’ he commented 
adding that he intended to “cross 
that bridge come 


thought 20th 
if advised 
show them 
one circuit 


that a tne 


worry 


when we 





KRAMER RENTS SPACE 
AT OLD CHAPLIN LOT 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Stanley Kramer closed a deal to 


move his new indie production 
company into the Kling Studios, | 


formerly owned by Charles Chap- 
lin. Deal regardless of 
the recent that the 
used exclusively for 


was made 
announcement 
lot would be 
television. 

Kramer will move in early next 
month to start work on the Morton 
Thompson novel, “Not As a 
Stranger,’ to be filmed for United 
Artists release. 





he is a man with both feet planted | 


firmly in the clouds; 
among other things 
bleeding heart, a 
parlor pink and, 
Who likes to yv 
Jose a battle. He is also. 
months, an egghead 

“IT have endured all these defini- 
tions and intend to go on enduring 
any others that may be thrown at 
me in vears to come. I endure them 
because I know by reason and by 


that he is, 
a do-gooder, a 
partyliner, a 
finally, a fellow 


in recent 


application and by history that a 
liberal is one who believes in the 
extension of democracy. I know 
that no liberal can endure the in- 
hibitions of any totalitarian state, 
be it Nazi, Fascist or Communis- 
tic.” 


in an argument and 


Script Supervisors Put 
On Straight Salary Basis 


Hollywood, Dec, 22. 
Members of the Script Super- 
visors Guild 
the 


status of administrative 


vision of the U.S. Department of 


Labor, 

This means 
ceive flat salaries of 
week instead of 
Negotiations for a 
agreement will be 
ithe holidays, 


that they now re- 
$152.20 per 
hourly wages 
new working 


opened after 


Columbia Studio Shutdown 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
With the completion of “The 
White Staliion” and “Jungle Man- 
Eaters,” production at Columbia is 
at a standstill over the holidays, 





\“The Killer Wore a Badge,” 
‘ring Fred MacMurray, with Jules 


| Laven directing. 
? 


to it.” 
} 


have been upped to 
em- | 

| 
ployees by the wage and hours di- | 





resuming Jan. 9 with the start of 
star- 


Schermer producing and Arnold 


It will be followed Jan. 19 by 


Sam Katzman’s “Pirates of Tri- 


poli,” with William Castle as di- 


rector. 


Study Chances 
For Theatre TV 


theatre TV a 





Anxious to make 
regular and paying proposition 
during 1954, Theatre Owners of 
America has set up a special com- 
mittee to study all aspects of the 
closed - circuit — medium. Harry 
Goldberg, pub-ad chief of Stanley 
Warner, has been named_ the 
group’s topper by TOA prexy Wal- 
ter Reade Jr. 

New unit is separate and apart 
from the National Exhibitors The- 
atre Television Committee headed 
by SW prexy S. H. (Si) Fabian and 
Florida chain operator Mitchell 
Wolfson, both TOA leaders. Objec- 
tive of NETTC is mainly to push 
the medium on the Governmental 
level as evidenced by appearances 
ef members of this group before 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for the allotment of spe- 


cial high frequency theatre televi- | 5 : 
‘ness to install single-strip systems 
if the production companies pro- | 


sion bands. Theatre group com- 
plained that it wasn’t getting top 
priority service from the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
in the installation of long lines 
and local loops. 

New committee will have as its 
prime aim the study and promo- 
tion of suitable events for closed- 
circuiting. Goldberg’s initial job 
will be a thorough study of the 
sports field. He will attempt to 
diseover just how much sports at- 
tendance has been hurt by home 
TV. idea being that sports pro- 
moters may feel that the time is 
ripé to make a shift to theatre TV 
where they can be assured of a 
large b.o. 

Other subjects within the realm 


of the committee will be an ex- 
amination of the impact of. all 
media boxoffice-wise. For ex- 


ample, study will attempt to find 
out if a radio broadcast simultane- 
ous with a theatre TV event can 
hurt the latter. If it is discovered 
that it doesn’t, it’s conceivable 
that closed-circuit operators who 
obtain the exclusive rights for a 
theatre TV event may decide to 
sell the radio rights. 


Dividends Down in ’53 
But November Melon Was 
Way Ahead of Year Ago 


Dividends paid out in the motion 
picture industry during the first 11 
months of this year amounted to 
$16,519,000, or about $5,000,000 
short of the $21,509.000 figure for 
the comparable period of 1952, the 
U.S. Department of Commerce dis- | 

| Closed last week. 

Despife the decline, the Novem- 
ber melon for stockholders was a 
handsome one. It aggregated $1,- 
018.000, compared with a slim 
$104,000 for November, 1952. Big- 
gest reason is that Warner Bros. 
Pictures, which paid a 1952 divi- 
dend in October, paid the corre- | 
sponding one this year in Novem- 
ber. The November slice for stock- 
holders came to $742,000. 
Columbia paid out $237,000 to 
its stockholders this November. 
compared with only $65,000 a year 
earlier. The dividend of Loew’s 
| Boston Theatres was $39,000 in 

both years, These publicly report- 
ed dividends, according to the 
| Commerce Department, are esti- 
mated to be 60 to 65°% of all divi- | 
| dends paid in the industry, 





| 
| 


' 





More McBoing Cartoons 


Columbia has extended its dis- | 
| tribution deal with United Produc- 
tions of America for another year. 
Under the pact, Col will release 13 
UPA cartoons, | 

The Gerald McBoing-Boing type | 
of animated reeler has been par- | 
ticularly successful in key cities, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Theatremen With Television Licenses 


Move Toward Their Own Organization | 


+ Exhibs with television interes 





Prez of AB-Paramount Theatres 


Leonard H. Goldenson 


is of the opinion that 


Pre-Selling and Savvy 
Campaigns at Point of 
B.O. Need Hypoing 
* * * 
an interesting editorial feature in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 


, 








T pany 





Single Strip 3-D Has 


Acceptance Problems; 


Who Takes Initiative? 


A single-strip 3-D projection 
system is having considerable dif- 
ficulty in receiving acceptance by 
both distribs and exhibs. Although 
demonstrations have proved that 


the single-strip method is superior | Lightman, 


to the present dual-camera two- 
print technique, the new process is 
bogged down in the age-old chick- 


'en and-egg controversy. 


Exhibs have indicated a willing- 


vide the special prints. Distribs, on 
the other hand, say they'll provide 
the prints if theatres install the 
necessary equipment to project 
them. As of this moment, neither 
has shown a desire to take the 
initiative 

Currently, there are two single- 
strip processes available—Nord and 
Moropticon. The two methods are 


‘not compatible, leading to further 


confusion and raising the question 
of standardization. If either dis- 


tribs or exhibs decide to go ahead | 


with one-print 3-D, the question 
arises as to which system to use. 
In addition to Nord and Moropti- 
con, the Polaroid Co., 


strip technique of its own known 
as Vectograph. However, 


its system until it can fully de- 
termine the industry’s demands. 

Both Nord and Moropticon have 
said that certain studios would 
make prints available in their re- 
spective special techniques, How- 
ever, as far as could be deter- 
miner, not a single production com- 
has processed anything but 
test feotage. Both single-strip out- 
fits are going to great efforts to 
get their respective systems ac- 
cepted, to the extent that they are 
offering attractive deals to the 
theatres. Companies have __indi- 
cated they'll install the projection 
equipment free if theatres sign ex- 
clusive pacts to purchase all their 
3-D viewers from them. 

Moropticon, connected with the 
Pola-Lite Co., is offering the let- 
ter’s specs while Nord is agent- 
ing the viewers of both Polaroid 
and Magic Viewer. 





Kassler Has ‘Final Test’ 


Continental Distributing, Inc., 
headed by Frank Kassler, has pick- 


ed up U. S. releasing rights to “The | 


Final Test,” J. Arthur Rank im- 
port. 
Art theatre market is being eyed 


for the film, which was directed by | 
Anthony Asquith and written by | 


Terence Rattigan. Robert Morley 
and Jack Warner head the cast. 


Europe to N. Y. 


Jeanine Beaupre 
Paul Brinkman 
Dane Clark 
Buster Crabbe 
Jeanne Crain 
Salvador Dali 
Madeleine Foley 
Charles Goldner 
Richard Hageman 
Victor Mature 
Biff McGuire 
Russell Moore 
Frank Nugent 
Hal Prince 
Spyros P. Skouras 
J. Scott Smart 
Lawrence Weingarten 
John Woolf 
Frances Yeend 





manufac- , 
iurers of 3-D viewers, has a single- 


Pola- | 
roid has withheld the marketing of | 


ts 
have formed a group to explore 
means of cooperative action in the 
operation of their stations, \y. A 
Lightman, prexy and genera! man- 
ager Of Malco Theatres, discloseg 
in N. Y. Monday (21), 

Group held its first formal mee 
at the Theatre Owners of America 
convention in Chicago last Novem. 
ber. Its precise scope hasn't been 
determined as yet. 

However, Lightman thought that 
theatre ops could do one anothe; 
a great deal of good by studying 
ways in which they might be help- 
ful to themselves and the industry 
in running TV stations. Lightman’s 

circuit operates a uhf station in 
Evansville, Ind. On his return to 
his Memphis headquarters he plans 
to increase the amount of pro film 
material being telecast over that 
transmitter and also to hypo the 
effectiveness of the station in plug. 
ging specific theatre releases, 

Another meet of the TOA video 
group is expected in the near fy- 
ture when more specific moves wil] 
| be mapped. It’s estimated that, at 
| present, there are 66 video stations 
| either owned by exhibs or in the 
| building and application stages, 
who sees TV helping 
| rather than hindering the pix biz, 
| believes that eventually all TV sta. 
| tions will play ball with the film 
_industry, but thinks exhib-owned 
stations could make a promising 
start. 

Various important TOA mem- 
| bers, including Mitchell Wolfson 

(Continued on page 15) 


Star’ Will Be Born With 
Five Months Labor And 
$4,000,000 in Budget 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Filming of the Judy Garland- 
James Mason starrer, “A Star Is 
| Born,’ now in production at War- 
ners for more than two months, 
is expected to require three 
months more and to hike the bud- 
| get up to $4,000,000. 

Production started last Oct. 12 
but afier eight days of shooting it 
| was decided to junk the footage 
| and make the picture in Cinema- 
Scope. Spokesman for the com- 
pany explained that the slow pace 
,is maintained to achieve perfec- 
tion in color and other details. As 
an instance, the trees at Cocoanut 
Grove were repainted for one ol! 
| the scenes, 











- L. A. to N. Y. 


Maxwell Anderson 
Barbara Belle 
Irving Berlin 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Keefe Brasselle 
Carl Brisson 
Frederick Brisson 
Gilmor Brown 
Wolfe Cohen 

Pat Crowley 
Leonard Gershe 
Don Hartman 
John Michael Hayes 
George Jessel 
Louis Jourdan 
Howard W. Koch 
Abe Lastfogel 

Sid Luft 

Gordon MacRae 
Nicole Maurey ‘ 
J. W. Piper 

Roy Rowland 
Aubrey Schenck 
John van Druten 


N. Y. to L. A. 


| Dana Andrews 
Mimi Benzell 

S. H. (Si) Fabian 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Harry Kalmine 
Joseph Kaufman 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Jean Martin 
Norman Moroy 


N. Y. to Europe 
Dawn Addams 
Sarah Churchill 
Wilbur Evans 
Ganjou Bros. & Juanita 
Gaston Hakim 
Arthur Lewis 
Robert Newton 
Lee Sabinson 
Olga San Juan 
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LIP SYNC KEY 


Exhibs Chant Unmerry Xmas Carol: 
Say They re Squeezed Between Film 
Shortage and Equipment Costs 


Unresolved question of the avail-¢ 


ability of CinemaScope pictures 


‘sans stereophonie sound or in reg- 


ular dimensions is making this 
Christmas a not so merry one for 
exhibitors. Exhib ire is at its peak 
at this holiday season, increased as 
a result of the woes encountered in 
attempting to line up soliid bills 
for the year-end season. 

The complaint, almost assuming 
the aspect of a chant, is that there’s 
no b.o. product around for houses 
without C’Scope or 3-D equipment. 
The smalltown and nabe operators 
reiterate they can’t go for the 
costly equipment outlay at this 
time. It’s further argued that if 
they don't get top films now, they'll 
never be able to install the new 
equipment and will be forced out 
of business. 

New threats of taking the ques- 
tion to the courts are again being 
heard Exhibs, especially those 
represented by Allied States Assn., 
have been seriously studying a 
test on the question of “clearance 
by equipment.” Even the larger 
circuits have taken up the cry that 
new dimension product should be 


made available in the conventional | 


manner also. Leonard H. Golden- 
son, prexy of United Paramount 
Theatres, is one of the leaders in 
presenting this view. 


Exhibs are showing impatience | 


on not receiving an official de- 
cision on the stereophonic sound 
controversy. They have indica- 
tions that both Metro and Warner 
Bros. will release C’Scope pix with 


or without directional sound. How-'! 


(Continued on page 16) 


Memphis Ban Boom To 
‘Sadie’; Local Dailies 
Fight Censor Binford 


_ Source of delight for Columbia 
is the ban imposed by Memphis 





censor Lloyd Binford on its re-| many basic plots and situations 4) biographical project 
What | Get! 


lease of “Miss Sadie Thompson.” 


The 86-year-old blue-penciller an- | 


nounced last week that he found 
the Rita Hayworth starrer simply 
too blue for residents of Shelby 
County, Tenn. 

Col regards the Binford decision 
as not unlike a pressagent’s dream. 
While the company will lose about 
$12,000 via denial of the Memphis 
market, the publicity accruing to 
the pic js worth many times that 
amount. It was used on the wire 
services and many dailies gave the 


tensorship nix a heavy play. Col 


doubtless will continue to call at- 


tention to the Memphis thumbs- | 
downing in the future. The values ' 
are much the same as the com- 
mercial plusses given the sale of a 
ee el when it’s “banned in Bos- 
. ¢ Ol is refraining from any court 
action looking to reverse the Bin- 
fo ' Tuling. United Artists and the 
oe oe Assn. of America | 
this 


approach a few 
When the indie film. 
‘Continued on page 16) 


years 


‘DON’T PREACH, PLEASE ‘EM’ 
That's Best Slogan, George 
Murphy Informs MPTOA 


; St. Louis, Dec. 22. 
Sachi em, please ’em” will hypo 
at the pix houses throughout 
““ nation according 
‘U"Phy, MGM _ player who ad- 
pr _ 400 members of MPTOA 
* “astern Missouri and Southern 

‘Nols at the closing session of 


I 
85th annual convention here 
a week 


Olficers elected are Lester 
of Wehrenberg Circuit, 


Tom Edwards, Farming- 
board chairman: Thomas 
Louis, 

C. Ansell, St 
‘ ’ i] d Fe 1 & 


ecretary, 


“Nr % 
vice-president; 
Louis, treas- 


“Curly,” | 


oSan for producers, ‘Don't | 


to George | 








Charles Brackett 


has written an interesting piece on 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences 
Project 
* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 
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growing scarce in the United 





tivation for rendering additional 
| foreign-language features “‘accept- 
| able” to American audiences and 
to American theatre operators. The 
'challenge is to find a workable 
| plan for licking the problem of 
|“‘lip synchronization” when Ameri- 
;can actors dub in English words 
too obviously not harmonized with 
the mouth movements of the orig- 
inal foreign actors. 

| It is now proposed that a “‘work- 
ing English” print be made in Eu- 
ropean studios by foreign actors. 
| They speak English with an ac- 


cent, their lips will be in = syn- 
|chronization when better-spoken 
English is added subsequently in 


| the United States under the super- 
vision ot importers. 
| If this new proposal works, at 








Asks Bezzerides: 
“How Many Plots 
Can NY. Expect? 


By GEORGE GILBERT 


Critics, CinemaScope and the 
| difficulties the industry faces in 
| turning out top boxoffice pictures 
|came in from some informal com- 
|ment from writer A. I. Bezzerides 
| before he returned to the Coast 


; Sunday (20). Author of the story 
for 20th-Fox’s “Beneath the 12- 
Mile Reef,” he made a five-day 
New York junket to attend “Reef’s” 
Roxy Theatre preem last week. 
Bezzerides, a veteran film scrip- 
ter, said he was annoyed but not 
dismayed by some of the lay press 
reviews of “Reef.” (Most of the 
/ unfavorable reviews singled out 
| the story as none too. original). 
| “For,” he added, “there are only so 





| writer has to work with. 
tends to make one script different 
!from another are realistic charac- 
| ters, bright dialog and a unified 
| point of view from those who pre- 
|; pare and make a film. 


i this town (New York) use ‘Holly- 
| wood’ as a sneering term,” Bezze- 
(Continued on page 15) 


| 


1 ° . 
| “Too many people who live in|} 


/one swoop the illusion-destroying 
misfit between dialog as 
and dialog as “heard"’ may be au- 
tomatically removed from much 
overseas product and a fresh sup- 
ply of playable features would 
become available to product-hun- 
gry American exhibitors. 


| American Dubbing Co. and an 
| Official of Parkway Amusement 
Co., a newly-organized firm whose 
purpose is to import foreign films 
for dubbing purposes, is now nego- 
(Continued on page 15 


DURANTE NEXT 
BIOPIC FOR 
SKOLSKY 


Hollywood columnist Sidney 
Skolsky, who has turned producer 
to do the film biogs of Al Jolson 
|and Eddie Cantor, may tackle the 
|life of Jimmy Durante as his next 
Skolsky, in 








|Getham for the preem_ tonight 
| (Wed.) of “The Eddie Cantor 
| Story’ has had preliminary talks 


with Durante, who is enthusiastic 
Skolsky also has his sights on 
Pre production activities, includ- 
ing a vidpix series. A theatrical 
film involves the filmization of 
“The Way Up.” a Skolsky original 
(Continued on page 20) 





Because feature film product is | 


States, there is new economic mo- | 


“seen” 


| Peter Riethof, president of the. 


TO MORE FILMS 





+ 
| 
| 


Eastman May Pop New Color; 


Be Substantial Rawstock Savings 





Columbia Pictures’ Executive Producer 
Jerry Wald 
has written an “absorbing piece on 
sex on the screen in relation 
to present-day production 
standards 


Sadie, Sheiks and 
Sirens 
* So Ld 
an interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


New York Is 
Still Talent 
Feed for Pix 














Hollywood's curtailed produc 
tion program has not diminished 
its search for new talent. “While 


we're not casting as many people. 
declared 20th-Fox's Joe Pincus 
“we're still going after one 
who looks like a picture bet.” Onls 
change at 20th. according Pin- 
is that directors aren't making 
“In- 


any 


to 
cus, 


as frequent casting trips east 


stead of sending the directors 
we're getting calls for certair 
types.” 

At Columbia. according to Ar- 
thur Willi, the dimension era has 
brought no changes in the talent 
quest. “We've been as ®Busy as 


ever.” he said, “and talent officials 
continue to make frequent trips t 


both coasts.” Columbia. he main 
tained, is always looking for ne 
actors and it has been its polic 
encourage the N. Y. acto! 

Harry Mayer, Warners’ Eastern 
talent scout, is also of the opinion 
that N. Y. is still a prime talent 
source. He's currently occupied 


lining up talent in the east for two 
forthcoming WB  productions— 
(Continued on page 15 
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Seen, Plus Techni Competition 


New and radically different color 
process is in the developmental 
stages at Eastman Kodak, which 
hopes to bring it on the market 
within another six months to a 
year. The new color, of which test 
samples have already been seen, 
will be competitive with the Tech- 
nicolor dye-transfer system price- 
wise and may even sell for less 

Industry sources close to the Ko- 
dak work say the new color posi- 
would sell for as little as 2c 
per foot compared to the current 
positivie rawstock price of $4 
per foot, which forces the cost of 
Eastmancolor release prints up to 
between 612c. and 6°%;c. per foot. 
The new color would come to about 
45c at the release print stage, a 
difference of 2c per foot. 


15¢ 
f 


Techni, which prints on ordi- 
nary black-and-white stock costing 
1.35c per foot, charges 4.98c per 


foot for release prints after all the 
lab work is figured in 
Lab execs in N. Y. have been 


watching the rise of the Eastman 
negative-positive color process with 
much interest over the past year 
and have equipped themselves for 
it. Producers abroad have 
been using the Eastman stock more 
than before. At the same time, 
there has been considerable specu- 
lation over whether Eastman’s en- 
gineers would be able to brinz 
cown the basic cost of the posit 
stock which a margin 


9 
aiso 


ne 


A oe 
aqoesn it aiiow 


for profit on footage billed at less 
than 614c per foot at the release 
print stage 





—would be approximately $162 per 
print ur close to $50.000 for a 3 


Continued on page 63 


Par Let Down by B.0. 
Of ‘Roman Holiday’; 
Good But No Smackc 





Paramount ha a $2.000 
arkdown on its hands in the Wii- 
his Wvler production, “Roman 
Holiday.” Film initially looked to 
Par execs, as We as others in the 
trade, as a $5.000,000 grosser in 
terms of domestic rentals How- 
ever, the pic is now well in circu- 
lation and promises to. bring 
$3,000,000, or even slightly less 
This is st strong coin rf 
. I but none WieSS 40 und 
é 1ount anticipated Reaso 
t< the ess ) SS1VE “eturns Ss 
yuzzling The } a Ue n Sna l 
fine, n ees ¥ e t i iv § mz 
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TALENT AWARDS 


Jewish Philanthropies Luncheon 


Set For Astor Jan. 14 
Eddie Fishe Debora Ket 
R. Murrow and Bi mp Fu ] 
Sheen are to be honored b the 
Federation of Je Phila ) 
pic Jan. 14 eon in the 
gra d ballroo of t Hotel A 
N. ¥ 
T be yen award 
reco ! tion ot Ol tand 24 
achievement in the media of i 
dio. TV. recording, motion pictul 
and the legitimate theatre Ne 
yaper columnist Leonard Lyor 
I p ide at the luncheon. N. ‘ 
reuit operator Warr Brandt 
chairman of the amusement Indu 
currer drive 1 behalf of 
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‘tand generally conducting himself|have spurned new Enfield +; 
Knights of the Round iin to Bsa or a like an unselfish American. Can-| because they believe the bullets 
Table (3- ONG Metre Producer ter and Ida play themselves in| are greased with forbidden pig 5,; 
(CINEMASCOPE—COLOR) prief opening and closing shots in . 


Metre tees off in anamorphic 
sweepstakes with power. Rob- 
ert Taylor, Ava Gardner, Mel 
Ferrer in leads. 





Pandro 8S. Berman 
Robert Taylor, Ava 
features Anne 
Crawford, Stanley Baker, Felix Aylmer, 
Maureen Swanson, Gabriel Woolf, An- 
thony Forwood, Robert Urquhart, Niall 
MacGinnis. Directed by ) 
Screenplay, Talbot Jennings, Jan Lustig, 
Noel Langley; based on Sir Thomas 
Malory's Le Morte D’Arthur”; camera, 


release of 
Stars 
Mel Ferrer; 


Metro 
production. 
Gardner, 


Clarke; music. Miklos Rozsa. Previewed in 





Richard Thorpe, | 


N.Y., Dec. 21, ’53. Running time, 115 
MINS. 
Dameelet 0. ccccccccccese Robert Taylor | 


Ava Gardner 
Mel Ferrer 
Anne Crawford 


Guinevere . 
King Arthur 
Morgan Le Fay 


BOOGIE cvcccwmecncccvcsess Stanley Baker 
Merlin . Felix Aylmer 
Elaine . Maureen Swanson 
Percival Gabriel Woolf 
Gareth Anthony Forwood | 





Robert Urquhart 
Niall MacGinnis 


GPOWEMND ok ccecsceees 
Green Knight .......... 


| 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Modernized version of 
Maugham’s tale of sex, sin and 
salvation in the tropics. Rita 
Hayworth, 3-D and _ Techni- 
color for added commercial ad- 
vantages at the boxoffice. 





Columbia release of a Beckworth pre- 
sentation, produced by Jerry Wald, Stars 
Rita Hayworth, Jose Ferrer; features 
Aldo Ray. Directed by Curtis Bernhardt. 
Screenplay. Harry Kleiner; based on John 
Colton’s ‘(Somerset 


“Rain”: camera (Teéhnicolor), Charles 


F. A. Young, Stephen Dade; editor, Frank | Lawton Jr.; editor, Viola Lawrence; musi- 


cal direction, Morris Stoloff; background 
music, George Duning; songs, Lester Lee. 
Ned Washington, Allan Roberts. Pre- 
viewed Dec. 11, '53. Running time, 90 
MINS. 

Sadie Thompson 
Alfred Davidson 


Rita Hayworth 
Jose Ferrer 


Sergeant Phil O’Hara ......... Aldo Ray 
Dr. Robert MacPhail......Russell Collins 
Ameena Horn ........+.+. Diosa Costello 


JOO HOG 2. cccccccccccecs Harry Bellaver 
Governor 


Mrs. Margaret 


ee Wilton Graff 
Davidson. Pegev Converse 





PRO: 5 Spies 0sc ¢hemecese Henry Slate 
EEO ons noes cnboev.ne ‘ Rudy Bond 
tl Rae Charles Buchinsky 
| Mrs. MacPhail .....0..- Frances Morris 
+ re rr Peter Chong 
Reverend ...cscscsvccecs John Grossett 

“Rain,” the stage play which 


BE hubs. tia DENS ORE Ann Hanslip | 
PND. ov ccasarsseeess Jill Clifford 
Agravaine .... ae Stephen Vercoe 
Simon _...... ... Howard Marion Crawford 
Bedivere Aga John Brooking 
CT eer Peter Gawthorne 
BORWOTS oc ccccecsccctess Alan Tilvern 
ES oi Sn ean esac John Sherman 

SUMEEE we cescccsoeccses Dagmar Wunter 
0 errr sy . Mary Germaine 
John Martin Wyldeck 


Green Knight's First Squire p 
Barry MacKay 
Green Knight's Second Squire 


I-wrek Tansley | 
| 


Roy Russell 


Leogrance 
x Gwendoline Evans 


Enid 
Dancer 


Metro's first-time-out via Cin- 
emaScope is a dynamic interpreta- 
tion of Sir Thomas Malery’'s clas- 


sic. Boxoffice bigness is its key 
dimension. 
Screen elements immediately 


recognizable as money-making fac- | 


tors are packed to the hilt in this 
sword-clashing adventure. The ac- 
tion is fierce as the gallant Lance- 
lot fights for his king, and armies 
of lancers are pitted against each 
other in combat to the death. The 
story has dramatic movement—it 
could easily have come off stiltedly 
under less skillful handling—as the 
knight’s love for his queen nearly 
causes the death of both. Splendid 
color lensing accents the vivid sub- 
color lensing in the Eastman pro- 
eess accents the vivid subject 
matter. 


Pandro S. Berman's production 
is kingsize all the way. The scope, 
if it had been 
framed, would have been impres- 
sive. In C’Scope, it’s immense. The 
earefully developed script plus 
knowing direction by Richard 
Thorpe give the legendary tale 
credibility. It's storybook stuff— 
and must be accepted as such—but 
the astute staging results in a wal- 
loping package of entertainment 
for all except. perhaps, the blase. 

More about C’Scope. This 
squeeze-lens process gives 
film a pictorially masterful sweep. 
Particularly effective are the ro- 
bust and bloody scenes of strife. 
It's the motion picture technologi- 


Michel De endl 


John Colton made from W. Somer- 
set Maugham’s story about sex, sin 
and salvation in the tropics, is 
back for a third try as a motion 
picture. This time it’s a modern- 
ized version fancied up with 3-D 
and Technicolor. On basic values, 
it looks likely to hit a fairly fancy 
pace at 
combine well with Rita Hayworth’s 
marquee draw. 
gles abound for all-out selling. 
The Jerry Wald production uses 
an authentic island background for 
the story, the lensing having been 
done in Hawaii, so the presenta- 


‘tion has a lush tropical look. The 


conventionally | 


use of 3-D is an okay added effect, 
even if not particularity significant. 
The screenplay by Harry Kleiner 
updates the Maugham original in 
craftsmanlike style, but the theme 
doesn't stand up too well in its 
contemporary dress. The moral 
tensions are still there but the 
play’s principal motivations in to- 
day's setting appear either illogi- 
cal or old-fashioned, or both. 

The dramatie pacing of Curtis 
Bernhardt’s direction achieves a 
frenzied jazz tempo, quite in keep- 
ing with the modernization, and 
most of the performances respond 
in kind, especially that of Miss 
Hayworth. She catches the feel of 
the title charaeter well, even to 
braving completely deglamorizing 
makeup, costuming and photog- 
raphy to fit her physical appear- 
ance to that of the bawdy, shady 
lady that was Sadie 


| Less effective is Jose Ferrer’s Al- 


the | 


cally more grown up. Yet, the vast- | 


ness of the screen does not detract 
from the intimacy in closeups. One 
sequence, for example, in which 
King Arthur succumbs to wounds 
in battle, comes across with gen- 
uine feeling. 

“Knights” is similar to “Ivan- 
hoe” in that both were set in 
England in the years ago and 
focus on knights and knaves in 
armor battling over a throne and 
fair ladies. “Ivanhoe,” the record 
shows, was smash. “Knights” 
should outdo it 

Robert Taylor handles the Lance- 
lot part with conviction; apparently 
he’s right at home with derring-do 
heroics. Not apparently so at home 
is Ava Gardner. She gets by fair 


enough but the role of the lovely, 


Guinevere cailed for 
jected warmth. Mel Ferrer does an 
excellent job of portraying the sin- 
cere and sympathetic King Arthur. 
Of the featured players, not one of 
whom is less than competent. 
Gabriel Woolf. as the knight 


more pro- | 


in , 


search of the Holy Grail, is stand- '! 


out. 

Sets and costumes look like they 
rightfully belonged to Arthur’s era 
and all technical work and the 
musical backgrounding are top- 
notch. N.Y. preview of the film was 
preceded by an_- eight-minute 
C’Scope short in which Johnny 
Green directs the Metro symphony 
orchestra in the overture to “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor.” It’s a 
spirited rendition and makes a fit- 
ting introduction to “Knights.” 

Gene. 


Leenhouts As Producer 

Following his stint as film con- 
sultant to the Television and Radio 
Center of the Ford Foundation’s 
Fund for Adult Education. Grant 
Leenhouts will enter the ranks of 
independent producers. 
Leenhouts, a former State Dept 
film official, will launch his new 
venture shortly after the first of 
the vear when he'll begin story and 
Script development for his initial 
ettort. 


fred Davidson, no longer a mis- 
sionary bigot but a straight lay- 
man bigot. Missing under the 
change is the religious fanaticism 
that motivated and made under- 
standable the original Freudian 
character. In this version the “Rev- 
erend” Davidson ain’t reverend, 
just a narrow, evil man. 

Aldo Ray, playing Sergeant 
O'Hara, the Marine who makes an 
honest woman of Sadie. is good. 
So are Henry Slate. Rudy Bond 
and Charles Buchinsky as his three 
Marine buddies. The foursome is 
responsible for some raucous fun 
in the earlier sequences. Russell 
Collins as Dr. MacPhail and Harry 
Bellaver as the island innkeeper, 
are among others showing capably. 

A great deal of advance hulla- 
baloo has been heard about the 
dances and songs in the film. They 
don't come off with the s.a. punch 
the advance ballyhoo would have 
you believe, but still have plenty 
of exploitation possibilities. 
much talked-up 3-D dance in a 
smoke-filled barroom is to the tune 
of “The Heat Is On.” It’s a plug 
song. as are “Blue Pacific Blues” 
and ‘Hear No Evil, See No Evil,” 
all three cleffed by Lester and Ned 
Washington. Lee and Allan Rob- 
erts joined forces on “A Marine, 
A Marine, A Marine,” a less-plug- 
gable number. 

In this treatment, Sadie is a 
Shady lady chased out of a Hono- 
lulu bawdy house by Davidson. a 
man determined to keep sin out 


of the islands. She dodges depor- 
tation to San Francisco, where 
she’s wanted for another rap, by 


taking a shiip for New Caledonia 
Enroute, the ship is quarrantined 


at an island occupied mostly by 
Marines. There she meets the 
sergeant, is temporarily brought 


under the spell of Davidson's re- 
form campaign, is raped by the 
reformer, who then commits sui- 
cide in disgrace over his moral 
breakup. The happy ending fore- 
casts a new life for Sadie and the 
sergeant. 

Charles Lawton, Jr., handles his 
cameras effectively in capturing 
the jazzed up mood of the direc- 
tion. Also keyed to this mood is 


the background music by George 
Duning, directed by Morris Stoloff 
Editing is fairly tight at 90 
i minutes. Brog. 


play. | 


the wickets since these! 


Exploitation an-| 


Thompson. | 


The | 


Edwin Knopf 


has his own observations om why 
you hear 


‘That’s Why I Never 
Go.to the Movies!’ 


. 
* * * 


es 


a bright byline piece in the 
48th Anniversary Nuniber 
of 
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The Eddie Canter Story 
(SONGS-COLOR) 





Biopic of Eddie Cantor OK for 
key dates; a natural for ex- 
ploitation. 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Warner Bros. release of Sidney Skolsky 
roduction. Stars Keefe Brasselle. Mari- 
yn Erskine; features Aline MacMahon, 
f Arthur Franz, Alex Gerry, Greta Gran- 
| stedt. Directed by Alfred E. Green. 
| Screenplay, Jerome Weidman, Ted 
Sherdeman, Sidney Skoisky; from a story 
by Skolsky; camera (Technicolor), Edwin 
DuPar; editor, William Ziegler; musical 
numbers staged. and directed by | 
| Prinz; musical direction, Ray Heindorf. 
| Previewed Dec. 8, '53. Running time, 115 
MINS. 










| Eddie Cantor ...... «++. Keefe Brasselle 
t. ee cae we a ek ROR .. Marilyn Erskine 
Grandma Esther ....... Aline MacMahon 
Harry Harris ............. Arthur Franz 
David Tobias .......cc0ee--:- Alex Gerry 
Rachel Tobias . Greta Granstedt 
Reeky ..... as ‘ Gerald Mohr 
| Ziegfeld .... William Forrest 


Durante .... 
Eddie ‘(Age 13). 
Cleo Abbott .. 


.. Jackie Barnett 
hard Monda 


aan Marie Windsor 


Leo Raymond ...... -+..- Douglas Evans 
Liliam Edwards ............ Ann Doran 
Gus wards ..... eee OO 
Ida (Age 11) ....-..+-.-+--- Susan Odin 
Ls ere Owen Pritchard 


Will Rogers Jr. as his Dad 





The life of Eddie Cantor as a 
'man and as an entertainer draws 
| conventional treatment in this bio- 
ipic. In its favor, naturally, is the 
/Cantor name and reputation, the 
|nostalgic portrayal of a colorful 
era in show business, and the 
songs Cantor made known during 
his leng, and still continuing, ca- 
reer. The picture will get strong 
exploitation, so key dates look 
| healthy. 


| Producer Sidney Skolsky. who 
iscripted with Jerome Weidman 
|and Ted Sherdeman from his own 
| story, gives the subject a kaleidos- 
copic 
ithe various phases of the Cantor 
career starting in 1904 when, as an 
orphan of 13, he joined Gus Ed- 
wards’ kiddie revue. In the earlier 
sequentes, when Cantor is being 





talented young Richard Monda, 
the footage contains many warm- 
ing heart tugs, as well as such 
aldies as 
; Dreamland,” “Bedelia,” “Will You 
|Love Me In December.’ “Be My 
| Baby Bumble Bee’ and “If I Were 
a Millionaire.” 


| Cantor as an adult is not so ef- 
,fective. In the musical mimicry 
'of Cantor’s trade-marked gestures 
and style, Keefe Brasselle’s por- 
trayal of Cantor, the man, unfor- 
{tunately is a shallow caricature, 
jalmost grotesque at ‘times 
popping eyes and gestures that 
,/Cantor reserved for the stage, not 
for his home life. This serious 
error must be charged to Skolsky, 
land director Alfred E. Green, as 
well as to Brasselle. Happily, there 





is so much warmth and honesty in | 


Marilyn Erskine’s Ida and Aline 


the homelike scenes. 

|| “Love Me and the World Is 
Mine” and “Row, Row, Row” spot- 
light Cantor’s singing waiter days, 


after which came marriage to Ida | 


| Tobias, a stint in “Canary Cottage” 
in Los Angeles, a return to Broad- 
way and the Midnight Frolics, 
tuned by “How You Gonna Keep 
‘Em Down On the Farm,” before 
he hit the bigtime with Ziegfeld. 
Singing and dancing such tunes as | 
“Oh, You Beautiful Doll,” “If You 
Knew Susie,” “Bye, Bye, Black- 
bird,” ‘Pretty Baby,” “Yes Sir. 
That's My Baby,” “Josephina,” 
“Yes, We Have No Bananas.” 
“Ida,” “Whoopee” and “Now’s the 
Time to Fall In Love,” it’s an ex- 
cellent cavalcade 

Cantor’s radio career and sign- 
off song, “I Love to Spend Each 
Sunday With You,’ is touched 
briefly before complete devotion 
to work and neglect of family pile 
up on him and he suffers a heart 
attack. The loss of his bankroll in 
| the 1929 stock market crash 
makes for a good scene, as do the 
sentimental touches concerned 
with his decision to renew an in- 
terest in life through charitable 
works The film closes with a 
montage of Cantor aiding the 
March of Dimes, selling bonds. 
i bringing in Blood Bank donations. 


LeRoy | 


presentation to encompass | 


impersonated wonderfully by the | 


“Meet Me Tonight In| 


with | 


MacMahon’'s Grandma Esther that | 
they succeed in carrying most of | 


| heroine 


a projection room where they have 
come to see the picture. 


With the exception of the Bras- 
selle caricature, Green’s direction 
| utilizes east talents for good, sen- 
|timental effect. In addition to 
those already mentioned, Alex 
|Gerry and Greta Grandstedt are 
effective as Ida’s parents. Young 
| Susan Odin is good as Ida at 11 
|vears of age. 
| Rocky Kramer, boyhood playmate 
| who grew up to be a gangster and 
Marie Windsor is seen as the jeal- 





ous leading lady, Cleo Abbott, who | 


tricked Cantor into leaving ‘“Ca- 
inary Cottage.” William Forrest’s 
| Ziegfeld; Jackie Barnett’s Jimmy 
Durante: the portrayal of Gus and 
Lillian Edwards by Hal March and 
, Ann Doran. and Will Rogers, Jr., 
|as his dad, ali comes off accept- 
|ably. Arthur Franz has the rather 
|thankless spot as Harry Harris, 
| Cantor's friend and medico. Owen 
| Pritchard plays him as a boy. 

| The quality of the production 
‘values is not particularly lush, yet 
ientirely adequate to the manner in 
which the biopic has been put to- 
gether. Edwin DuPar gives the 
picture excellent Technicolor lens- 
ing. LeRoy Prinz staged and direc- 
ted the musical numbers and Ray 
Heindorf handled the musical di- 
rection. The footage is a long 115 
| minutes. Brog. 


King of Khyber Rifles 


(C’°SCOPE—COLOR) 
CinemaScoped romantic ad- 
venture of 1857 warring be- 


tween India’s Afridi tribesmen 
and English colonials. Has 
Tyrone Power and prosperous 
b.o. prospects. 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

20th-Fox release of Frank P. Rosenberg 
production. Stars Tyrone Power, Terry 
Moore, Michael Rennie; features John 
Justin, Guy Rolfe. Richard Stapley. Di- 
rected by Henry King. Screenplay. Ivan 
Goff, Ben Roberts: from a story by Harry 
Kleiner; based on the novel by Talbot 
Mundy; camera (Technicolor), Leon 
Shamroy; editer, Barbara McLean: music, 











Bernard Herrman Previewed Dec. 48, 
*53. Running time, MINS. 
ee. MEE kccacowes ene -.. Tyrone Power 
SS eee Terry Moore 
Brig. Gen. Maitland......Michael Rennie 
ER vo ne Sinatagaw aa pieate John Justin 
Muwrame Mhe® ....-ccece: ... Guy Rolfe 
Lt. | "7M Richard Stapiey 
aes Murray Matheson 
ean Aee Ge aa ete Frank de Kova 
Argentina Brunetti 
Pa Ea ae Si I 
a Frank Lackteen 
week Gilehrist Stuart 
Pal-Si hese emednewe Karam Dhaliwal 
I aos 3 oa 6 30's oe are 6 as Aly Wassil 
Corp. Stuart ..... caaeassacaate John Farrow 
Se OE se ncases ese eus Richard Peei 
| Eee eee Aram Katcher 
eS ee a Alberto Merin 
I irae nat wn e/p.0:3 pa wane otal Alan Lee 
NE ID oa. on be Ga eee-o Tom Cound 
NCEE o's ca. ci: Sa aleuiniges 605 4s Gavin Muir 
| Ree Pat Whvte 
COVeee GHCOr .ccccicnces Ramsey Hill 
The romantic adventuring in 


“King of the Khyber Rifles” takes 
naturally to the panoramic powers 
| of CinemaScope, besides being 
| Satisfactory derrin’-do that could 


be figured to give an okay account | 


lof itself without photographic 
trickery. The anamorphic process 
is still novelty- enough to be mar- 
+quee-worthy and a ticket-seller, 


|thus providing this 20th-Fox re- | 


| lease with added importance at the 
| boxoffice. The prospects appear 
| prosperous. 

A neat round of showmanly val- 
ues feature the Frank P. Rosenberg 
production, and he has Tyrone 
| Power to head the cast in the cos- 

tumed display of bravado that is 
i brightly dressed in Technicolor 
| hues. Henry King, an old hand at 
this type of plot, sends the Ivan 
Goff - Ben Roberts screenplay 
through its courses at a gait cal- 
culated to hold interest, even when 
the picture isn’t concerned with 
the more robust doings. A rousing 
finale climaxes the Harry Kleiner 
story, which was based on the old 
Talbot Mundy novel, and in be- 
tween CinemaScope adds sweep 
and ‘Spectacle to the India settings. 
facsimiled by the terrain around 
California’s Lone Pine area. Leon 
Shamroy’s camera work is a potent 
part of the way these compelling 
outdoor vistas come over. 
Picture is laid in the 


India of 


1857 when British colonial troops | 
Afridi | 


were having trouble with 
tribesmen. The plot opens with 
Power, a half-caste English officer, 
being assigned to. the Khvber 
Rifles, a native troop at a garrison 
headed by Michael Rennie. English 
general. For romance, Rennie has 
a daughter. Terry Moore, who is 
instantly attracted to Power de- 


spite British snobbery over his 
mixed blood. 
From here on, the footage is 


taken up with developing the ro- 
mance while the hero protects the 
from native dangers and 
kidnap attempts by Guy Rolfe. 
leader of the Afridis and a foster 
brother of Power's. King’s direc- 
tion builds towards the climax well 
and it’s real thrilling footage when 
Power leads his Khyber Rifles into 
fray against Rolfe’s men with only 


their knives as weapons after they ! 


Gerald Mohr plays | 


The male heroics are played with 
a stiff-lipped, stout-fellowish Brit. 
ishism perfectly appropriate to the 
characters. Power.is a good hero 
Miss Moore attractively handles 
; the heroine unabashedly pursuing 
| her man. Rennie is excellent as the 
commanding general and Rolfe 
does another of his topnotch yj}. 
lains. John Justin, Richard Stapley 
Murray Matheson, Frank de Koya’ 
Sujata, who spots a number of jn. 
| teresting dances, Frank Lackieen 
(and Alberto Morin are among 
/others contributing worthy per. 
formances to the action plot. 

Bernard Herrmann, now a fijp 
vet, once a radio vet, contributes 
background musie that helps to 
|further the feel of the foreign jo. 
| cale and it helps also in the action 
|except in a few scenes where «i. 
| lence, not music, would have keyed 
the mood better. Technical credits 
| are topnotch, including Barbara 
McLean’s editing, the settings and 


costumes. Brog. 








The Wild One 


Open throttle hoedlum brutal- 
ity and citizens to match. Fx- 
cellent production plus Marlon 
Brando. Grimly convincing 
suspense melodrama needs 
plenty of sell. 





Columbia release of Stanley Kramer pro- 
duction. Stars Marlon Brando; features 
| Mary Murphy. Robert Keith. Directed by 
Laslo Benedek. Screenplay, John Paxton, 
based on story by Frank Rooney. Camera 
*(Garutso Balanced Lens), Hal Mohr: edi- 
tor, Al Clark; musical score, Leith 
Stevens; conductor, Morris Stoloff. Pre- 
viewed in N.Y., Nov. 19, ’53. Running 
time, 79 MINS. 


PORE o6 scenic eeeseeese Marlon Brando 
MMOD sx ocncssecewsshveee EES Murply 
Harry Bleeker ............ Robert Keith 
Chino. ctsssee eescccccee-- Lee Marvin 
Sheriff Singer ............ Jay C. Flippen 
Mildred ..... Peggy Maley 







Charlie Thomas ... Hugh Sanders 
PROM. MIOORET a ccs ove vcccceess Ray Teal 
Bill Hannegan -». John Brown 
Art Kleiner .... eats Will Wright 
Ben aman ea «s Robert Osterloh 
Wilson ...... coc ececccees Robert Bice 
Jimmy ....0.eeceeeeee.+ William Vedder 
Britches ..... eceeseseee YVONNE Doughty 
oo ee ceae tenses eith Clarke 
Mouse ose ccoecse GE Stratton Jr. 
Dinky ccvcccccceee-- Darren Dublin 
EE aii: 6 eG agai seraa eee . Johnny Tarangelo 
Dextro oN Gb weet eoeene es Jerry Paris 
Crazy ...ssecceseceeees. Gene Peterson 
WUE a 6s citcas emiaela ian Alvy Moore 
PT aedcucusowwes cadet Harry Landers 
Boxer CocecePoeeeeoceses Jim Connell 
i eeeceesesese Don Anderson 
eee «ee. Angela Stevens 
WEMNOONGD Koccncs cssees - Bruno VeSoto 
SNES rcs ce hrecine nies 4s dance Pat O’Maliey 





_ Obviously inspired by an episode 
in recent California history when 
a mob of youths on motorcycles 
terrorized an entire town for an 
entire evening, this feature is long 
on suspense, unmitigated brutality 
and rampant sadism. Marlon 
Brando contributes another hard- 
faced “hero” who never knew love 
| 28 a boy and is now plainly in need 
| Of -psychoanalysis. At the final 
fadeout he conveys the faintest 
suggestion of a smile, a touching 
| Smile, but a pretty wispy tie to 
; the human race. Since Brando is 
, by no means the meanest meanie 
in the story, what Columbia has 
;on its hands is a small epic of 
‘human nastiness. Powerful, yes. 
, Hard to sell, yes again. 
| Basically the fault lies not in 
production, which is  highgrade 
| throughout, but in the story devel- 
/opment. It was most unfortunate 
| that the script chose to concentrate 
, on melodrama and suspense to thie 
/almost total exclusion of human 
| decency. Admittedly a number cf 
; recent releases have offered piled- 
| on brutality and registered strongly 
, at the boxoffice. Mickey Spillane’s 
| “I, The Jury,” and “Big Heat” will 
,come to mind. But both were 
heavy in a department this Stanley 
| Kramer pic is light in—sheer sex. 
| The suspense structure in the 
present exercise in rough-tough is 
reminiscent of Mramer’s “High 
Noon,” in that a gang closes in on 
|a community and the so-called :e- 
spectable element either has no 
|8uts or isn’t respectable. Holl)- 
, wood has long been enamored of 
|the plot device of the “marooned” 
| Victim unable to cope with a clear!y 
| loreseeable doom. In “The Ki!!- 
'ers,” murderous thugs closed 6 





} 


on a roadside tavern. In “Kin 
” 
Lady,” a suave monster sealed 


|rich widow off in her own resi- 
| dence. Joan Crawford’s recent 
| ‘Sudden Fear” and “Sorry, Wrong 


Number” all are examples of | 
' technique of marooning the victi!! 
to create suspense. 

As often happens in such s 
| pense plots, everything depends 
upon sliding by the commonsense 
point of why nobody telephon 
for the county police when tle 
hoodlums first got obstreperous. 
great point is made early and often 
in the script that the village con- 

Stable is a weakling, coward and 
| mealy-mouthed do-nothing. When 
;an attempt is made to phone ou'- 
side the town for aid, the ho 
arrive at the telephone building 
the exact moment the call is-< 
cut ard dispossess the lone « . 
ator. Nor does any citizen 

(Continued on page 16) 
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LAW CHEAPER’N ARBITRATION 


Suspect TOA of Playing Politics 


At least a few executives in distribution say they suspect that 
Theatre Owners of America is playing politics in making the move 


for an industry 


system of arbitration. 


The execs believe it could 


be in line with the theatre organization’s pitch for a merger with 


Allied States Assn. 


Here’s how the observers have it figured: TOA, in spearheading 


the drive 
the identity 


member's 4 v 
ee "1 want to align with TOA 


particularly, would be 


for arbitration as a means of intra-trade peace, takes on 
of industry benefactor. Exhibs generally, and Allied 


impressed to the extent that 


. Direct and indirect pressures 
will be put on Allied leaders to work out an organizational align- 








ment with TOA. (Allied toppers now are on the record as 
opposed to any amalgamation). 
p23 


Industry Series Cant Get Airborne; — 
Tun Down Earl Hudson's Studio Plan 


Failure of the motion picture in-+ 


dustry in Hollywood to arrive at 
practical cooperation for the cre- 
ation of a television series promot- 
ing theatre films is a many-chap- 
tered story, duly reported in these 
columns. Add, as of last week, one 
more floppo. : 

Proposed revamp in lensing pro- 
cedure on the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America’s institutional | é 
hit snag When the companies ad- 
pub toppers turned thumbs down 
on an ABC-proposal looking to the 
invasion of Hollywood studio stages 
by television crews. 

Conference (in Manhattan) dis- 
cussed the pros and cons of an 
idea sent along by Earl J. Hudson. 
American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres v.p. on the Coast. 
son wanted ABC personnel to go 
in during actual shooting of fea- 


tures and do the necessary lens- | 


ing fer the video series, or at 
least for the long-stalled pilot film. 
ABC also seeks committment of a 
group of “live” stars for the air 
show. 

Ad-pub execs, who at the same 
meet also named Steve Edwards, 
Republic advertising - publicity 
head, as the new chairman of the 
MPAA’S ad-pulb directors’ com- 
mittee for a six months term, indi- 
cated they couldn't see their way 
clear to go along with the ABC 
proposal. Originally, 
“Hollywood Parade’ — was con- 

(Continued on page 15) 


WEST SIDE N.Y. 
HAS TV TONE 


West side Manhattan is under- 
going further depletion of motion 
picture exhibition facilities with 
the transfer of the RKO 8lst St. 
Theatre on upper Broadway to 
CBS for conversion into a studio 
for color television origination. 
In the 22 Broadway blocks from 
Columbus Circle to 8ist St., New 





York's map has lost four former | 


filmhouses to television. They are 
pe Park (NBC). Colonial 
pee Sq. (CBS) and now this 
— Old 77th St. theatre mean- 
beled became a meat market after 
a lire. 
Below Loew's 83d the west side 
Now is serve 
language. 
srandt’s Bea 
Embassy at 
verted to fe 


daily-change 


atures, 

Me television aspect of the 
* need IS further stressed 
Central —_ headquarters near 
studi -" Pat k West and the WOR 
ra Uliding on Columbus Ave. 
dace, from helping some of the 
teley; ret restaurants, influx of 
—~¥tSION studi , : 
OP ths wane has done little 


Side aS per c > 
a Pts , aS f comment 
Peta nous Ave. and Broadway 
Quick rs who at first expected a 
A ACHING of the district 





Herman Robbins’ Cruise 
National. Screem’ gery president of 


Considered 4 } 

: rr a d a trek to Europe, which 

gr have been his first. decided 
é acation cruise instead 

e Sal ed 

wil) : ay as 

Will be back outh last week and 
“lj. . P 

Carly in February 
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jly. To bring in 


' 





CRITICS AS PEOPLE 


20th Won’t Preview ‘The Robe’ 
For Glasgow Savants 


Glasgow, Dec. 22. 
Critics being rather leisurely 
and diterary chaps on this side 
they prefer seeing their feature 








films privately away from the hoi, 


polloi. But 20th Century-Fox is 
insisting that critics must see the 
debut of CinemaScope opening 
night at the Odeon (Jan. 11) along 
with the rest of humanity. 


It’s a J. Arthur Rank house and 
latter organization wanted _ to 
oblige the critics’ desire for an ad- 
vance peep at “The Robe” but in- 
structions from 20th-Fox were 
strictly nix. 


NEW DOUBTS OF 
FILM OISTRIBS 


Several distributors are doing a 
surprise about-face anent arbitra- 
tion. They’re now saying that the 
proposed system of settling trade 
disputes out of court may prove 
more of a pain than a panacea. 
This new distrib attitude conceiv- 
ably could lead to a final scuttling 
of all ideas concerning the subject. 


If this comes to be, it would 
mean that over five years of work 
by the industry's top legal and 
executive talent will have been 
wasted. The film companies, indi- 
vidually and collectively, and ex- 
hibitor leaders have given consid- 
erable time to meetings on arbitra- 
tion since the first decree was en- 
tered in the Government's anti- 
trust suit. 

The feeling growing in sales cir- 
cles is that the distributors would 
find themselves paying most of the 


bills and in return they‘d be get- | 


ting only more grief. It’s suspected 
that many exhibitors, 
they don't have a good court case 
against the companies, would be 
inclined to try arbitration as a 
means of getting new trading bene- 
fits and possibly monetary awards. 

Further, 
that’s now proposed would include 


|a four-year statute of limitations. 


Low muttering among the criti- | 


cal breed suggests that they see 
thejr prerogatives (always precious 
in the United Kingdom) abridged. 





Delay ‘Caine’ 


Until Aug. 54 


Columbia is holding off on re- 
lease of Stanley Kramer's produc- 


tion of “The Caine Mutiny” until | 


This would take the exhib back 
to the time when the distribs were 
overhauling clearances and runs. 


The exhib could claim damages | 


via the systems of pic availabilities 

which existed before the overhaul. 
Antitrust Burden 

About 200 antitrust suits against 

the companies and large circuits 

are now pending. Total damages 

being asked are in the fantastic 


amount of over $400,000,000. While | 


arbitration once had been looked 


| to as a means of hoisting the in- 


i dustry, eventually, out of the -e- 


next August despite the fact that | 


the film is now completed. 
Cohn, Col prez, and the sales de- 
partment figure the pic as one of 
the company’s top productions and 
want to avoid any conflict with 
other biggies on the release sched- 
ule. 


wide circulation. ‘Miss 
Sadie Thompson” moves in short- 
“Caine” at this 
time might result in insufficient 


| sales concentration on the film. An- 


(NBC), | 


en Service, who had | 


' other factor is that both “Eternity” 
jand “Caine’’ are military in sub- 
| ject matter and the resemblance, 
| however vague, might be harmful 
to “Caine” if it-were to be sold im- 
mediately following the powerful 
| Eternity.” 





George Stevens Due East 
For Edna Ferber Talks 


George Stevens, who will direct 
and produce in association with 


d only by the Spanish- | Henry Ginsberg, the filmization of 
Studio, | Edna Ferber’s novel, “Giant,” is 
con and the newsree] | due in Gotham early in January 
72d, only recently con- | tO confer with Miss Ferber. Stevens 


has prepared a screen treatment 
of the book and will discuss the 
result with the author. 

Writer of the screenplay has not 
been selected as yet, and Stevens 
and Miss Ferber will confer on 
| possibilities for the job. Producer- 
| director will also hold sessions with 
| homeoffice execs at Warner Bros 
;relating to the release phains for 
‘the picture. 





Zugsmith Loses Home 

Hollywood, Dec. 22 
Recent purchase of Eagle Lion 
studio by First National and its 
conversion into a TV _ production 
center left American Pictures 
headed by Albert Zugsmith, with- 
out a home. Zugsmith is moving 
| his quarters to West Los Angeles. 
American's next theatrical film 


at his N. Y. office | featdre is “The Naked World,” 
i slated to start Jan. 4. 


Harry | 


galistic mire, it could do nothing 
in the way of easing the burden 
of the court cases already on file. 
In line with this, some sales ex- 
ecs believe that the number of an- 
titrust actions has reached its peak, 
(Continued on page 20) 





Eric Johnston’s Travels 


Washington, Dec. 22. 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston 
planed to Spokane, Wash., Sunday 
(20) for Christmas with his family 
before launching on a new year 


| of globe trotting for 1954. 
Col now has “From Here to Eter- 


Johnston will be in Hollywood 
the entire week of January 4 for 
top level studio huddles before 
returning to his Washington office. 
He plans to attend the Brazil Filn 
Festival, where he will spend a 
week. 

In his role as a U. S. ambassador 
he is committed to a return trip 
to the Near East for a second try 
at settling the Jordan River dis- 
pute, 


Talks to Council Jan. 7 
Hollywood, Dec. 22 
Erie Johnson will discuss before 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil here on Jan. 7 the whole tan- 
gled theme of foreign quotas, taxes 
incentives and subsidies 
Invitation was extended follow- 
ing Carey 
tee report covering the 
of “runaway” feature production, a 
dread of the film colony here. 





RKO Producer 


Edmund Grainger 


has some ideas on how exhibitors 
can cooperate in 


Encouraging New 
Faces 
* * * 
an interesting editorial feature in the 
18th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











who know | 


the arbitration setup | 


Wilson's recent commit- | 
whyfors | 








‘QUEEN IS CROWNED’ 


Gross Now Nearing $700,000 
And Still Getting Playdates 


J. Arthur Rank’s “A Queen is 
Crowned" grossed between $600,- 
000 and $700,000 in the U. S. alone, 
according to execs at 
which handles the Coronation pic. 





called ‘‘disappointing” recently by 
| John Davis, J. Arthur Rank org 


Hecklers Still Do, But Columbia Is 
More Popular With Shareholders . 


* Columbia Pictures’ gross income 





as well as earnings are moving into 
record levels stockholders were 
told Monday (21) at the company’s 
annual meeting held at the home- 
office in New York. With both 
gross and profits steadily rising in 
the last nine months, veepee and 
treasurer Abe Schneider informed 


ern | the conclave that the gross for the 
Universal | quarter ending Dec. 31 will exceed 


| $20,000,000. 


Performance of the film was! 


| topper, on a visit to America. He! 


| blamed U. S. exhibs who, he said, 
didn’t give British imports the 
| chance they deserve. 
} “Queen,” in Technicolor, so far 
|}has played approximately 4,000 
| dates and still gets some bookings. 
| It was released in two versions— 
| one 83 minutes long and the other 
60 minutes. Pattern of the film's 
| performance has been completely 
| irregular, U says. It did very well 
}in some spots and died in others 
only a few miles away. 

Subsequents as a rule didn’t do 
well with the pic. Part of the 
blame is laid against the extensive 
newspaper, radio and TV coverage 
of the event in London. 


Tax Slice on Low 


Price Looks Sure 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

Representing a significant ray of 
hope for small theatreowners in 
particular, members of the House 
Ways and Means 
inclining toward full repeal of the 
20 films admission tax on lesser- 
price tickets. It’s figured here that 
they favor elimination of the levy 
on admissions costing 50c¢ to 60c. 
On tickets over that estimated 
amount, there’s sympathy for cut- 
ting the tax to 10° 

Legit theatre also has friends on 








| 
i 





| 


members privately are endorsing 
the idea of slicing in half the 20° 
bite on stageshow admissions. 

On the other hand, some key 
Administration officials are show- 
ing sympathy for lopping the tax 
on all public amusements to 10% 

Tax committee of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations has 
20° Government take on all film 
admissions. regardless of price 
However, the COMPO group would 
“settle” for less if key lawmakers 
here are not disposed to go along 
with the complete tax rehef. 

Preferential treatment for the 
lower-priced film admissions stems 
from the fact that many smalltown 
| theatres, with modest price scales 
are in economic trouble and House 
reps want to come to their aid 
first. 

Further, many lawmakers are 
from the hinterlands th ly 


emseives 
and are immediately familiar 


with 
the problems of the less-prominent 
exhibitors. 





Dickson Succeeds Katz 
As Exec Dir. of Roxy, N.Y. 


David T. Katz, Roxy Theatre ex- 
ecutive director, tendered his 
resignation late Tuesday (15) night 
after having been associated with 
the house for 20 vears. Dick Dick- 
son, who has been Charles Skouras’ 
representative in the Roxy opera- 
tion since National Theatres took 
it over, becomes new executive 
director. 

Katz moved up as Roxy exec di- 
rector when A. J. Balaban resigned 
that post about a year ago. He had 
been managing director since 1947 
under Balaban, concentrating on 
actual theatre operation, labor re- 
lations and stage production. 

Dickson has been with 20th-Fox 
Theatres, both in the middle west 
and on the Coast for years, 


On the basis of this quarter, 
Schneider said, the company de- 
cided to pay last week’s special 
dividend of 25c plus a 2!2°% stock 
melon. Moreover, he added, the 
December quarter will include 
about $500,000 representing remit- 
tance of previously frozen earnings 
in Brazil. However, some $4,.000,- 
000 still remains blocked in vari- 
ous global markets. The September 
quarter grossed $18,000,000 includ- 
ing $1,500.000 from “Here to Eter- 
nity.” 

Col’s rosy financial complexion 
along with its bright prospects for 
the future served to take much of 
the steam out of dissident minority 
stockholders who invariably exer- 
cise their prerogatives at the an- 
nual meet to criticize management. 
“Liberal” salaries paid to officers, 
the company’s policy of granting 
stock options to certain of its offi- 
cers and a “general disregard” for 
the average small shareholder 


jcame in for fault finding 


Committee are: 


But as discontented stockholder 
V. H. Mardfin himself put it: “The 
atmosphere is different this year 
with the stock selling at 20 instead 
of 12.” Heading a committee of 

7. 








shareholders, that 


small u 

the company alter it I 

incorporation to permit cumulative 

voting. This, he said 
Continued on page 15 


UNSCRAMBLING 
BRAZIL COIN 


l intends to keep up-to-date 
nitting American film come 
pany coin in category one which 
covers > of the U. S. distribs’ 
New York share. Robert Corkery, 
Motion Picture Export Assn. exec 
in charge of Latin America, said 


> 


in N. Y. Monday (21 









Corkery. who is just back from 
a trip to Brazil and Argentina, re- 
ported the more than $15.000.000 


transferred by the companies tTep- 
resented only coin in category one 
and stil two funds 
2g the remaining 30 
or about $5.500.000—to be remit- 
ted 


Amounts received so far cover 
‘ z 


laarvea ‘ * 
leaves Categor\s 


—constitutin 





70 of money due the distribs up 
to November, 1953. Category two 
co representing profits divi- 
dends. ete Is to bey wed when 
the Brazilians have tie dollars 
available Bank of Br easo 
ng is that it should first pay oft 
its commercial obligations which 
come out of the catego on 
Corkery said that. until he got to 
Rio, it had been his impression 
that the $15.000.000 being trans- 
ferred constituted a 100 liquida- 
tion of Brazilian film debts up to 
Feb. 23, 1953. However, the Bank 
changed its mind 

Atmosphere in Argentina has 
changed drasticalls Corkery re- 
ported, adding he was confident 
that the initial remittance of 7.- 


000,000 pesos ($500,000) would be 
followed by more coin. American 
participation in a planned Argen- 
tine film fete next March was dis- 
cussed by the MPEA board in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues. ) 





Warner Salesmen’s Gabs 

Warner Bros. district sales man- 
agers returned to their home bases 
over the weekend following a two- 
day sales confab with distribution 
chief Ben Kalmenson. 

Company's produ-t for the win- 
ter and spring months highlighted 
the sessions. 











PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 23, 1953 





L.A. Awaits Arrival of Xmas Upbeat; 
Desert’ Torrid 96, Fugitive Fast 
41,6, Plains’ Lean 156, ‘Nurse Same 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 


First-runs currently are more or 
less awaiting the arrival of the 
year-end holiday season, with the 
customary pre-Xmas slump clip- 





Broadway Grosses 





ing nearly all spots this stanza.| Estimated Total Gross 
Despite usual doldrums for this This Week ... $512,000 
session per usual, “Living Desert” (Based on 24 theatres) Z 
is heading for fancy $9,000 at Last Year .. $410,200 


bandbox Fine Arts, this coin being (Based on 20 theatres) 
rated smash for the season of year. 
“Little Fugitive” at the El Rey, an- 


other small-seater, 


looms "Ui P S| 
gisin “teens om "FH? Paces Slow 


mre Ome | Indpls, OK $9,000 











‘YOUNG’ PERKY $6,000, 
PORT; ‘MARRY’ 726, 3D 


Portland, Ore., Dee. 22. 

Town is bogged down with re- 
issues, holdovers and not so strong 
product for pre-holiday. Biz has 
taken a nosedive after being high 
for months. Reissue combo of 
“Mighty Joe Young” and “Isle of 
Dead” is doing better than any of 
new bills with okay total at the 
Liberty. “The Robe” into an 11th 
stanza but it too is off. ‘‘Million- 
aire” is modest in third Orpheum 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—‘Flight Nurse” (Rep) and “Fight- 
ing Lawman” (Rep). Modest $5,- 
000. Last week, “Gun Fury” (Col) 
and “China Venture” (Col), $6,400 
at upped scale. 

Century (Foster-Breal) (800; 50- 
70\—“Bend of River’ (U) (reis- 
sue). Mild $1,500. Last week, “Joe 
Louis Story” (UA) (2d wk). $2,800. 

Guild (Foster) (400; $1)—‘5,000 
Fingers” (Col) (2d wk). Poor $1,- 
000. Last week, $2,400. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90) 
—"“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Isle of Dead’’ (Indie) (reissues). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, “The Ac- 


tress’’ (M-G) and “Top Hat” (M-G) 
(reissue). $7,Q00. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 
$1.25-$1.75)—"“‘The Robe” (20th) 





slim for new pix. 
Plains” shapes light $15,000 in two 
theatres while same is seen for 
“Prisoners of Casbah” also in two 
houses. “Quo Vadis.” playing the 
Wiltern, shapes fairly okay $5,000, Indianapolis, Dec. 22. 
a re of tie et yeer. .. | The usual pre-Christmas shop-} 
“Cinerama™ still is getting SiZ- ping spree, plus the season's first | 
able coin in 33d week at Warner zero cold, has slowed biz to a walk 
Hollywood despite sharp downbeat at first-runs here this stanza. 
in most spots. “Flight Nurse” and | “Lili” at Loew's looks to lead with 
“Ft. Algiers” both are dragging 4 just okay figure. “Fighter At-| 
botton. Holdovers are way Off tack.” at Indiana, and “Back To} 
generally. God's Country,” at Cirele, are! 
Estimates for This Week tepid. 
Los Wh eat rae | Estimates for This Week | 
mounts ‘- -F&M) (3,300; 1.430: | : srill-Dolle) (2. 
70-$1.25\—"“Thunder Over Plains en ent. Gee Conary | 


(WB) and “Limving Man” ‘Lip’. U) and “S Mise } 
,s . : (Ud Sea of Lost Ships” (Rep). | 
Light 315.000, cast ween) “with | Mild $7,500. Last week, “Lion In| 
Perez Prado. Roberta Lind on-| S‘reets’ (WB) and “Affair In Mon- | 


stage. $14.600; Hollywood Par, with | *® Carlo” (AA), ditto. | 


another unit. 


' 
| 


| Indiama (C-D) (3,200; 60-85) —| 
“Fighter Attack” (AA) and “Flight 


Glebe. Iris. Uptown. Loyola scene tear 
(FWC) (782: 814: 1.715: 1.248; 70- pA ey “ne Meme | 
$1.10\—“Flight Nurse” ‘Rep’ and : . } y } 


Scant $6.500. 2Te 


“Geraldine” (Rep'. 


$1.25 scale. 


“ s Wrath” ‘20th | 
by Tiiies eet” (20th) re-| Loew's (Loew's) (2.427; 60-85)— | 
iesues), $12,000 “Lili” (M-G) and “49th Man” (Col). 

ge ete ce ; * Oke $9,000. Last week, 
Rialte. Fox Hollywood Metro Hien Ground” (M-G) and “Slaves 


politan-FWC) (339; 756; 70-$1.10'— 
“Fort Algiers” «UA! and “Man in 
Hiding” ‘UA). Dim $3,000. Last! 
week. Rialto with Hollywood Para- | 


of Babylon” ‘Col’, $11,000. 
Lyric (C-D) (1.600: 50-76) — 
“Casanova Brown” (RKO) and 


nt. Wiltern. “Peter Pan” ‘It's a Pleasure” (RKO) (reissues). 
(RKO) with “Without NE all Dull $4.000. Last week. “Key Lar- | 
tions” (RKO) ‘reissue’ at Par. Wil- £0” (WB) and “Treasure of Sierra} 
tern. “Little Boyv Lost” Par) ‘2d Madre” (WB) (reissues), $4,500. 


run} at Rialto. $10.300. 





| Pre-Noel Clips Cincy; 


Fine Arts ‘FWC) ‘631: 70$1.50 
—‘Living Desert” ‘Disney: Rh = 
$9.000. Last week. “Cruel Sea ‘ ; 
iU) k-5 davs'. 000. = 
 wilters ‘sw a tr 70-$1.10-—| Gun (2 D) Good $7,900, 


“Quo Vadis” *M-G Fairly good | 
$5.000. Last week. with unit. 


‘Shark’ Okay at $6,000 


Hillstreet. Pantages ‘RKO anos : 
752: 2.812: 70-$1.10\—“Prisoners of Cincinnati, Dee. 22. 
Casbah” (Col) and “Paris Models’! “Gun Fury” shapes okay at the 
Col). Slight $15.000. Last week, | Palace to front new bills in this 
“Eternity” ‘Col: ‘lith wk-9 days’, Slow pre-Noel. stanza. “Shark 
$14.200. River’ looms moderate at the 


El Rey FWC) (361: 70-$1.16:— Grand and ahead of “Nebraskan” 
“Little Fugitive’ (Indie). Nice |at Capitol and “Tumbleweed” in 
$4.500. Last week. “Song of Land”); Keith’s. “Kiss Me Kate” is the 
(UA) (3d wk-9 days), under $1.000. only holdover and 3-Der, retaining 

Palace, Hawaii ‘Metropolitan- town lead by the margin of Albee’s 
G&S) (1.212: 980: 70-$1.10'\—*“Fort upped scale. 





ravo” (M-G) with “ or Street” | ‘ “3 
Lao) Be pone Stine mee only. | 1 Estimates for This W eek . 
Slow $8,060. Last week. $16,300. |.., Albee, (RKO), (3.100; | 75-$1)— 
United Artists UATC) (2.100: 70-| Kiss Me Kate” (3-D) (M-G) (2d 
$1.10\—‘Violated’ iIndfe} and wk). Holding town lead at okay 
“Ringer” (Indie! (2d wk). Off to $8500 after $11.500 bow. 


ime avitol (RKO) 12,000; 55-85) — 
Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC) | Nebraskam” (2-d) (Col) and “Val- 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10\—"Take High ley of Head Hunters” (RKO). So- 
Ground” (M-G) (3d wk). Slim $8,- ;S0 $5,000. Last week, “Sabre Jet” 
000. Last week, $13,600 {Continued on page 18) 


mild $4.500. Last week. $9,560. 


20th) (3d wk!, $10,000 at 76- | 


(m.o.). Mild $2,500 or near. Last 
week, $3,300. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600: $1- 
$1.50)—“‘How Marry Millionaire” 


| (20th) (83d wk). Modest $7,500. Last 


week, $13,000. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3.400; 65- 
90)—"‘Sins of Jezebel” (Lip) and 
“The Man From Cairo” (Indie). 
Sad $7,000 or less. Last week, 
“Jack Slade” (Col) and “Royal Af- 
rican Rifles” (Col), $6,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 65- 
90) — “Peter Pan” (RKO) and 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (reissue), 
pop prices. Drab $2,400. Last 
week, “Escape Ft. Bravo” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $2,200. 





i 
; 


“Take | Prov Hits Bottom, 


Plains’ Fair 6146 


Providence, Dec. 22. 
There is more interest in last 
‘minute holiday shopping than thea- 
j} tres this week: hence, all stands 
are just marking time. Biggest 
money is 
“Torch Song,” but actually the best 
showing is being made by ‘“Thun- 
der Over the Plains” at the Albee 
and Majestic’s “Diamond Queen.” 
Strand looks sad with “Steel Lady.” 

Estimates for This Week 

- Albee (RKO) (2,200: 50-70)— 
“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
“Captain Scarlett’ (WB). Mild $6.- 
500. Last week. “How Marry Mil- 
lionaire” (20th) (3d wk), $5,000. 


| Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 50-70)— 
“Diamond Queen” (WB) and 
“Champ For Day” (WB). So-so 
$5,000. Last week, “The Robe” 
| (20th) (6th wk), $5,000. 

| State (Loew) (3,200: 50-70)— 
“Torch Song’ (M-G) and “Sky 
Commando” (Col}. Slow $7,000. 
Last week, “I, The Jury” ‘UA) 


(3-d' and “Terror On A Train” 
(M-G), $9,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 50-70) 
—‘‘Steel Lady” (UA) and “Raiders 
of Seven Seas” (UA). Meek $4,500. 
Last week, “Serpent of Nile’ (Col) 
‘and “The Fake” (UA), $5,000. 








Orpheum, Vogue ‘(Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2.213; 885; 70-$1.10'—'‘War 
of Worlds” (Par) (4th wk). Thin 


$6.000. Last week, $9.000. 


$1.50)—“Torch Song” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Dull $3,000. Last week. $4.000. | 
Ritz (FWC) (1,363: 90-$1.50)— 
“Captain’s Paradise” (UA) (5th wk) 
Neat $5,500. Last week, $6,700. 
Four Star ‘UATC) (900: $1.50- | Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 
$2.40)—“Julius Caesar” (M-G) ‘6th| Sub-zero temperatures have 
wk). Okay $4,300. Last week, $6.400. helped to put the finishing touches 


Wilshire, Warner Downtown on the usual week-before-Christ- | 
(FWC-SW) (2,296: 1,757; $1-$2.20) mas boxoffice Slump. Even with a 
—‘‘How Marry Millionaire” (20th) slight matinee lift due to the 
(7th wk Wilshire, 6th wk Down-' school holiday, takings are ex- 
town). So-so $13,000. Last week, | tremely skimpy. Conserving prod- 
$14.300. uct for the impending more favor- 

Chinese, Los Angeles (FWC) (1.- able entertainment period, Loop 
$05; 2.097; $1.20-$2.40}—"Robe” theatres aren't putting their best 
(20th) (13th wk Chinese, 8th wk feet forward. “Sins 


L.A.). Moderate $18,000. Last week, , looks sad but “Golden Blade” 





$19,000. shapes okay. Two of the eight. 

Warner Hollywood ‘SW) (1.364; | first-run houses are offering wie 

$1.20-$2.40) — ‘Cinerama” (Indie) reissues. For the first time re- 
(34th wk). Into 34th frame after cently there are no holdovers. 
fine $22,500 last week. - Estimates for This Week 

? entury (Par) (1,600: 65-85) — 

Lester Clark’s Added Title ;‘‘Male War Bride’ (20th) and 


Board of Technicolor Motion | ~Broken Arrow” (20th) (reissues). 
Picture Corp. on the Coast last| Thin, $3,000. Last week, “Torch 
week elected Lester G. Clark as Song (M-G) (2d wk), $2,500. 

a director. He's been with the | «gemie soit erten (1,600; 65-85)— 
company for 18 years, is also a di-| matin : : 

aaa | ee kid trade. Mild $3,000. 
a treasurer of Techni | Last week, Escape, Fort Bravo” 
A day later in N. Y., the vis J Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 65-85)—“Tar- 





board elected George F. Lewis Jr. zan and She-Devil” (RKO) and 
as secretary of the corp. “Big Frame” (RKO). Slim $3,500, 


of Jezabel” | 


Getting some | 


oT weck. sot 7 Sub-Zero Weather Bops Mpls. B.0.; 
‘Sins: Sour $5,000, ‘Blade’ Okay 66 


'Last week, “Blueprint Murder” 
(20th) and “Miss Robin Crusoe” 
(20th), $2,800. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 65-85)— 
“Sins of Jezabel” (Lip). “Has some 
of the elements that make for box- 
| office here, but seasonal influences 
| are too difficult to overcome. Bad 
| $5,000. Last week, “How to Marry 
a Millionaire” (20th) (3d wk), 
$9,500 at 85-$1.20 scale. 
_RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 65- 
85)—“Thunder Over Plains” (WB), 
Limping with $5,000. Last week 
“Lion In Streets” (WB), $6.000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-76)— 
‘Kev Largo” (WB) and “Treasure 
of the Sierra Madre” (WB) (reis- 
sues). Feeble $3,000. Last week, 
“War Paint” (UA) and “The Fake” 


(UA), $4,000. 

State (Par) (2,300: 65-85)— 
ee = gen (U). Like else- 
where tough going but fairly okay 
$6,000. Last week, “Jack S$ a 
(AA), $6,000. — 

World (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20)— 
“Decameron Nights” (RKO). Mixed 
opinions on this not helping. Okay 
| $2,500. Last week, “Trent's Last 


Case” (Rep), $1,800 in 5 days. 


, 





Dim $6,000. 





| 
'65-85)—“‘Redheads from Seattle” 


going to the State’s | 


| 
| 


! 
| 


| 





| 


| showing. 





Same Old Pre-Holiday Sloughs Hub; — 


‘Song’ Mild $20,000, 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $1,731,800 
(Based on 22 cities, and 205 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .......$1,587,100 
(Based on 23 cities and 195 
theatres.) 


‘Crazylegs’ Best 
New K.-C Pic 106 


Kansas City, Dec. 22. 


Pre-Christmas slack is in full 
force currently with light money 
in tills all around. “Crazylegs” is 
making a strong bid at four Fox 
Midwest houses but can’t beat the 
season. Paramount holding up 
fairly well with ‘‘Those Redheads 
from Seattle.” Weather warmed 
up for week end but only aided 
shoppers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-$1)— 
“Sea Around Us” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $2,000. Last week, $2,300. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-75) 
—"99 River Street” (UA) and 
“Cruisin’ Down the River” (Col). 
Last week, “Escape 
Fort Bravo” (M-G) and “Sky Com- 
mand” (Col), $7,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 60-85)— 
“Sins of Jezebel” (Lip) and “Great 
Jesse James Raid” (Lip). Thin 
$4,500. Last week, “Thunder Over 
Plains” (WB) and “Man Tangier” 
(UA), $4,000. 

Orpheum ‘(Fox Midwest) (1.913; 
$1-$1.50)—"‘The Robe” (20th) (12th 

















wk). Good $5,000. Last week, 
$5,500. 
Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 


(Par), Fair $7,000 in 8 days. Last 
week, “Jack Slade’ (AA), $7,000. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2.100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 65-85) — “Crazylegs” 
(Rep) and ‘Fighter Attack” (AA), 
getting some attention, with pro- 
ducer Hall Bartlett of the football 
picture in town for holidays and 
sparkling press and radio interest. 
Light $10,000, although not bad for 
time of year. Last week, “Tum- 
bieweed” ‘(U) and “Star in Night” 
(Indie), $12,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
“Mr. Potts To Moscow” (AA) (3d 
wk): Victim of season, $1,200. Last 
week, $1,700. 


Toronto Also Off But 
‘Plains’ Passable 106; 
‘Lion’ Lean at $8,500 


Toronto, Dec. 22. 
With last-minute Xmas _ shop- 
ping, biz is way off at all first-runs | 
here currently. Of newcomers, | 








| “Lion In Streets” is so-so for best | 


\ “All Brothers Were | 
Valiant” in third week and second 
stanza of “Big Heat” for similar | 
customer revenue. Biggest coin is | 
going to “Thunder Over Plains” in | 
five spots. 
Estim ites for This Week 

Capitol, Tivoli (FP) (1,092; 1.436; | 

60-85)—"‘Moonlighter” (3-D) (WB). | 


| Light $5,000. Last week, “Flight to | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





Tangier” (3-D) (Par), same. | 
Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, | 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; | 


Over Plains” (WB) and “Crazylegs” | 
(AA). Mild $10,000. Last week, | 
“Stand Apache River” (U) and 
“Golden Blade” (U), $13,500. 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; | 
1,558; 40-75)—Man Crazy” (20th). | 
Poor $8,000. Last week, ‘““Marry Me | 
Again” (RKO), $10,000. | 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-75)— | 
“Lion In Streets” (WB). Lean 
$8,500. “Last week, “Robe” (20th) | 
(8th wk), $9,500 at upped $1.50 top. | 
Loew’s (Loew) (2.096: 65-85)— | 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) (3d | 
pty Okay $8,500. Last week, $12.- | 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“Big Heat’’ (Col) (2d wk). Satisfac- 
tory $8,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-75)—"City 
of Bad Men” (20th). Slim $6,500. 
Last week, “Appointment in Hon- 
duras” (RKO), $7,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-75)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet J¥kyll- 


| —“Cinerama” 





Hyde” (U). So-so $8,000. Last week, 


Diamond Dim 136 
Boston, Dec. 22. 

It’s the same old pre-Christmas 
lull here this week, with the major. 
ity of firstruns coasting along yn. 
til Xmas night to unveil new prod. 
uct. Lone newcomers, “Torch 
Song” at the Orpheum and State 
and “Diamond Queen,” at the Para. 
mount and Fenway, are below par 
“The Robe” in 11th week at the 
Memorial, continues to hold up and 
will stay on until after New Year's, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500: 50-$1.10) 
“Captain’s Paradise” (UA) (5th wk), 
Fair $6,500 following $7,500 last 
week. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (g90- 
50-$1)—"Fanfan Tulip” (Indie) 
(11th wk). Oke $3,000. Last wee, 
$4,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-1) — 
“Titfield Thunderbolt” (U) ang 
“Passionate Sentry” (Indie) (4th 


wk). Good $3,500. Last week, 
$4,300. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373: 50-90) 


“Diamond Queen” and “Murder on 
Monday” (Indie). Slow $3,500. Last 
week, “Jack Slade” (AA) and “Pri. 
vate Eyes” (AA), $4,000. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 85- 
$1.85)—“The Robe” (20th) (‘ilth 
wk). Holding okay at $12,000 fol. 
lowing $15,000 in tenth. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 80- 
$1.25)—"*How Marry Millionaire” 
(20th) (6th wk). Slipped to below 
$9,000 in final week. Good $10.500 
landed in fifth frame. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000: 50-90) 
—“Torch Song” (M-G) and “Sky 
Commando” (Col). Slow $12,000 
looming. Last week, “Take High 
Ground’ (M-G) and “Conquest 
Cochise” (Col), $18,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
“Diamond Queen” (WB) and “Mur- 
der on Monday” (Indie). Thin $9. 
500. Last week, “Jack Slade” (AA) 
and ‘Private Eyes” (AA), $11.000, 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-90)— 
“Torch Song’ (M-G) and “Sky 
Commando” (Col). Mild $8.000. 
Last week, “Take High Ground” 
(M-G) and “Conquest Cochise” 
Col), $10,500. 


Pre-Xmas Bends in Pitt; 
‘ge > 
Cinerama’ Sock $20,000, 
‘Dp: ? ne 5) 
River’ 7G, ‘Diamond’ 86 
; Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 
Pre-Xmas bends blanketing city 
this week, with only “Cinerama” 
at Warner showing any spunk. Biz 
hasn't rolled into high there vet, 
however, but not expected to until 
after holidays. Advance sale indi- 
cates peak takes are not far away. 
Everywhere else, however, the 
down-drafts are taking hold. “The 
Robe” is limping to a finish after 
12 weeks at Harris. Winners of 
“Man = Crazy”-“Thy Neighbor's 
Wife” at Fulton and “Diamond 
Queen”-“Fort Algiers” at Stanley 
are doing nothing. “99 River 
Street” is dying at the Penn. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Man Crazy” (20th) and “Thy 
Neighbor’s Wife” (20th). Slow 
$4,000, just marking time. until 
“King of Khyber Rifles” (20th) 
opens Xmas. Last week, “How 
Marry Millionaire” (20th) (5th wk- 
11 days), $6,000. ; 
Harris (Harris) (2,100; 85-$1.50) 
—“The Robe” (20th) (12th wk) 
Hitting close to rock bottom on 
windup and on nine days will do 
only $5,500. No complaints about 





the run in general. Last weck, 
$6,500. 
Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85)— 


“99 River Street” (UA). A little 
action on Saturday (19) but that's 
about all. Staying eight days to get 
“Knights of Round Table” (M-G) 


| 470; 698; 694; 35-60)—‘“Thunder | off on Dec. 25: won't break $7.000, 


mightx thin. Last week, “Escape 
Ft. Brave” (M-G) in 10 days did 
$10,500. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 50-85)'— 
“Captain's Paradise” (UA) (4th wk). 
With anybody else but Alec Guin- 
ness, who can do no wrong at this 
nabe, biz would be deader than 
doornail. But he’s giving it a satis- 
factory $2,000. Last week, $2,800. 

Stanley (SW) (3,800; 50-85'— 
“Diamond Queen” (WB) and “Fort 
Algiers” (UA). Getting rid of some 
piled-up product, but that’s about 
all theatre is doing. Dim $8,000 
looked for. Last week, “Steel 
Lady’” (UA) and “Thunder Over 
Plains” (WB), $8,500. 

Warner (SW) (1,200; $1.30-$2 50) 
(Indie) (2d wk’. 
Hasn’t started to roll yet, but ad- 
vance indicates the momentum will 
really explode after the holidays. 
As it stands, nothing to wory 
about with solid $20,000 for week 
before Christmas. Last week, $25. 


“Sea of Lost Ships” (Rep), $7,500. | 500. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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New Pix Frigid Like Temperature 


In Chi: ‘Vicki -Stageshow Drab 276, 
‘Plains Brisk 166, ‘Marry’ 286, 2d 


Chicago, Dec. 22. + 


.eption to three new bills this 
Bey as frigid as the weather, 
. holiday shopping constitutes the 
oh Loop activity. Some _hold- 
are weathering the slump 
but general fare is weak. 
double feature at the Chi- 
cago. “Vicki” and “Glass Web. is 
bidding for slight $27,000. Thun- 
der Over Plains” and “Steel mie 
looks brisk $16,000 at Rooseve t. 
First holdover session of Sins 
of Jezebel” and “Man From Cairo 
at McVickers looks fairish. “Dia- 


main 
overs 
nicely, 
First 


Queen” and “Fighter At- 
mons |S 'bright $12,500 at United 
Artists. 


in fourth frame, “How to Marry 
Millionaire” at Oriental is large 
with $28,000, “All Brothers Vali- 
ant” is chalking up a pleasing take 
at the Grand. Fair $11,000 looms 
for “Mogambo” at the Woods in 
sixth round. . scl 

At the State-Lake, “Robe” is 
still potent with $26,000 in 13th 
week, “Cinerama” is fast $31,000 
in its 2lst stanza at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98; $1.25) 
_—"Vicki” (20th) and “Glass Web” 
(U) with stageshow. Slow $27,000. 
Last week, “Appointment in Hon- 
duras” (RKO) with Billy Daniels 
onstage (2d wk), $25,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) — 

“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fine $5,300 after last week’s 
8,000. 
: Loop (Telem’t) (600; 98-$1.25)— 
“Martin Luther” (Indie) (13th 
wk). Tidy $4,800 after $8,000 last 
week. 

McVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65-90) 
—‘Sins of Jezebel’’ (Lip) and 
“Man From Cairo” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Fair $10,000. Last week $17,500. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98) — 
“Slaves of Babylon” (Col) and 
“Flame of Calcutta” (Col). Modest 
$6,000. Last week, “Yellow 
loon” (AA) and “Jennifer” 
2d wk), $4,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—“How Marry Millionaire’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Sturdy $28,000. Last 
week, $35,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.20-$3.60) 
—“Cinerama”’. (Indie) (21st) wk 
Big $31,000. Last week, $35,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Thunder Over Plains’? (WB) and 
“Steel Lady” (UA). Looks brisk 
$16,000. Last week, “99 River St” 
(UA) and “Flight Nurse” (Rep) (2d 


wk), $11,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
(20th) (13th wk). 


(AA) 


$1.80)\—‘‘Robe”’ 
Fancy $26,000 after $30,500 last 
week. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Decameron Nights” (RKO) (4th 
pod Trim $3,200, Last week, $4,- 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 
55-98\—“‘Diamond Queen* (WB) 
and “Fighter Attack” (AA) (2d wk). 
Looks oke $12,500. Last week, $16,- 


Woods (Essaness) (1,198; 98-$1.25) 

—“Mogambo” (M-G) (6th wk. 
Tepid $11,000 after last week's 
$17,000. 
Ziegfeld 
“Captain's 
wk). Nice 
$3,200. 


SLADE’ $0-S0 $12,000, 
ST. LOO; ‘RIVER’ DITTO 


‘ St. Louis, Dec. 22. 

_Biz slipped badly over the past 
Weekend, with good weather and 
Baual pre-Xmas influences hurting. 
zat Spots are doing mildly to 
oo. Jack Slade” shapes fair at 
ne Slant Fox while “99 River 
5 eet looks fairly good at Loew’s. 
uel Sea is nice in third stanza 
le Pageant. “Robe” still is nice 
ninth round at the St. Lauis. 

" Estimates for This Week 
one 'F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — | 
4 hunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
atan Kenton onstage. Opened to- 
ay (Tues) Last week, “Jack 

‘AA) and “Jennifer” (AA), | 
aR $12,000. 
nol! S ‘Loew’s) (3,162: 50-75)— 
— River Street’ (UA) and “Gun 
nel (AA), Fair $12,000. Last 
and vx, brothers Valiant” (M-G) 

Sane Escape” (UA), $15,000. 
99) secant ‘St. L. Amus.) (1,000- 
$3 —— uel Sea” (U) (3d wk). Nice 
ry after $3,500 last week 
‘A Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000: 
i yy _ Robe” (20th) (9th 
Woo © $49,500 after $10,000 last 


Amus.) (800; 
3 Parson” (Indie). 
Last week, “Importance 
Earnest” (U), $3,500. 


(8th 
week, 


(Lopert) 
Paradise” 
$3,000, 


(430; 98) 
(UA) 
Last 











, Shady Oak (St. L 
Brandy for 


iH) 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax, 


Hawk Fair 126 
In Sluggish Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 22. 

Pre-Christmas has put its usual 
damper on pix biz downtown. Only 
two newcomers, and both are be- 
ing hurt. “Thunder Over Plains” 
at the Palms is thin while “Wings 
of Hawk” at Broadway-Capitol 
looks mildish, “How to Marry 
Millionaire” is holding fairly okay 
in fifth week at United Artists. 
“The Robe” is drooping sharply 
in 12th week at the Fox. “Cine- 
rama” in 40th week at Music Hall 
is still plenty okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000: $1- 
$1.80)—"The Robe” (20th) (12th 
wk). Down to $17,000. Last week, 
good $24,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
80-$1)—“‘Blowing Wild” (WB) and 
“Crazylegs” (AA) (2d wk). Slow- 
PA $10,000. Last week, fine 








Palms (UD) (2,961; 80-$1)— 
“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
“Private Eye” (AA). Thin $11,000. 
Last. week, “Hondo” (3-D) (WB) 
and “Slaves of Babylon” (UA) (3d 
wk), $14,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900: 80-$1)— 
“Sea Around Us” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Tepid $5,000. Last week, $12,000. 


$1.50)—“How Marry Millionaire” 
(20th) (5th wk). Oke $11,000. Last 
week, $14,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 95-$1.25) 
—“Kiss Me Kate” (3-D) (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fair $5,500. Last week, 
$7,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (Korman) 
(3,500; 80-$1)\—‘“‘Wings of Hawk” 
(U) and “Army Bound” (UA). Mild- 
ish $12,000. Last week, “Sins of 
Jezebel’ (Lip) and “Born to Sad- 
die” (AA), $13,000. 

Music Hall (Cinerama ~ Produc- 


tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.80)—‘Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (40th wk). Great 
$19,000. Last week, same. 





‘Vicki’-Crazy’ Lifted By 
Xmas Stageshow to Oke 
$9,500, L’ville; ‘Sins’ 66 


Louisville, Dec. 22. 

Biz at film houses is in its usual 
pre-holiday doldrums currently. 
Few houses are showing films 
which hold big promise. Rialto 
with “Vicki” and “Man Crazy” is 
bringing a special three-day (Mon., 
Tues., Wed) stage presentation in 
observance of the Xmas season, 
with Louisville Philharmonic 
Chorus and Junior Choir from a 
large Presbyterian church. Fair 
results loom. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 54-75) 
“Devil's Canyon” (RKO) and “Hot 
News” (AA). Moderate $5,000. 
Last week, “Wings of Hawk" (Col) 
and “One Girl's Confession” (Col.), 
same. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
54-75)—“‘Sins of Jezebel” ). 
Mild $6,000. Last week, “Hondo 
(WB) (3d wk), $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75)—"Vicki” (20th) and “Man 
Crazy” (20th), plus Louisville Phil- 
harmonic Chorus onstage 
nights. Looks fair $9,500. 


“Redheads Seattle’ (Par), $10,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,000; 
“Half a Hero” (M-G) and “Combat 
Squad” (Col). Fair $6,000 in 4 
days. Last week, “Big Heat Col 
and “China Adventure” (Co! 


‘$9,000. 


(Lip). | 








' 
| 


(WB) and “Murder on Monday” 
i(Indie) (2d wk), $5,200. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
65-90) —“‘Shark River’ (UA) and 
“Command Squad” (Col). Drab) 
$6,000. Last week, “Gun Fury” 
(Col) and “Slaves of Babylon” 


Philly Shides Off, 


| ““Mogambo” (M-G) (11th wk). 
| $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 
United Artists (UA) (1.938: $1-| 


| “Robe” (20th) (13th wk). 





|upbeat. “Jack Slade” shapes stand- 


for 3) 
Last | 
| week, “Flight to Tangier” (Par) and 


54-75)— | 


‘Slade’ Smooth $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Marry’ 9G, 3d 


Seattle, Dec. 22. 

Mighty tough sledding looms for 
first-runs here this round. About 
the best showing is being made 
by “Jack Slade,” nice at the Coli- 
seum. “Millionaire” continues solid 
in third round at Fifth Avenue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—‘‘Calamity Jane” (WB) (m.o.). | 
Good $3,000. Last week, “Volcano” | 
(UA), $2,400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829: 65- 
90)—“‘Jack Slade” (AA) and “Royal 
African Rifles” (AA). Nice $10,000. 
Last week, “Flight To Tangier” 
(Par) and “Hot News” (AA), $4,700 | 
in 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) ($1-! 
$1.50)—‘‘How Marry Millionaire” | 
(20th) (3d wk). Solid $9,000. Stays. | 
Last week, $11,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650: 65-90) | 
—Dark currently. Last week, | 
“Thunder Over Plains’ (WB), mild 
$4,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 90- | 
$1.25)—"Moon Is Blue” (UA). (22d | 
wk). Nice $3,000. Last week, $3,200. | 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,363; 75- | 
$1)\—“Diamond Queen” (WB) andi 
“Bombay Waterfront” (Lip). Slight | 
$5,000. Last week, “Calamity Jane” | 





(Col), $7,800. 





lrent bills so as to bring in new, 





‘Cinerama’ 18G' 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Per usual, the pre-Xmas_ is 
sloughing first-runs currently here. | 
There are only two new entries, | 
other houses standing pat until the | 
Xmas shakeup. Most holdovers are 
way off this stanza with “Flight to 
Tangier” at Goldman and “Decam- 
eron Nights” at the Midtown both 
fair. Best extended-run looks to 
be “Cinerama,” still very much in 
the chips in llth frame at the 
Boyd. “Escape From Ft. Bravo” 
is .rated okay in second Stanley 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.30)— 

Neat 


Boyd ‘(S-W) (1,459; $1.30-$2.80)— 
“Cinerama” (India) (llth wk). 
Good $18,000. Last week, $20,000. 

Fox (20th) (2.250; 99-$1.80:— 
Looks to 
hit nice $14,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 
99)\—"‘Flight to Tangier’ (Par). 
Fair $12,000 or over. Last week, 
“Hondo” (WB) (3d wk), $11,000. 

Mastbaum (S-W) (4,360; 99-$1.30) 
—"How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 


(Sth wk). Okay $15,000. Last 
week, $21,000. 
Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 74- 


$1.30) — “Decameron Nights” 
(RKO). Fairish $9,000. Last week, | 
“Take High Ground” (M-G) (3d) 
vk), $7,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) 74- 
$1,30)—“‘Give Girl Break” (M-G 
(2d wk). Weak $8,500. Last week, 
$12,500. 


Stanley (S-W) (2,900; 85-$130\—| 
“Escape From Ft. Bravo” (M-G) | 





(2,500; 


(2d wk). Oke $14,000. Last week, | 
$20,000. 
Stanton (S-W) (1,473; 50-99)— 


“Key Largo’ (WB) and “Treasure 
Sierra Madre” (WB) reissues). Av- | 
erage $8,000. Last week, “Glass | 
Web” (U), $7,500. 

Studio (Goldberg) (500; 85-$1.25) 
—"‘Sea Around Us” (RKO) (6th| 
wk). Passable $2,300 for final | 
round. Last week, $2,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.50) 
—Moon Is Blue” (UA) (8th wk). | 
Sturdy $6,500 or near. Last week, | 
$7,500. | 


‘Slade’ Fine $9,000 In 
Frisco; ‘Marry’ 196, 2d 


San Francisco, Dec. 22. 
Not much new, strong product, 
and it woued make little difference | 
as all biz is sagging currently im- | 
mediately prior to year-end holiday | 





out with a good total at the St. | 
Francis while “Genghis Khan” | 
looms okay at the Esquire. “Mil- | 
lionaire’’ looms okay in third Fox 
session. } 
Estimates for This Week | 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- | 
95)—‘‘Peter Pan” (RKO). Slight | 
$6,500 tor “Pan” on popscale run, 
Last week, “Veils of Bagdad” (U) 
and “Back to God's Country” (U), 
$7000 
Fox (FWC) (4.651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
(Continued on page 18) 


Pre-Yule Cool to B'way But ‘Reef’ 
Soaks Up 906, ‘Easy’ Big 1506, 3d, 
‘Everest’ 17G, ‘Millionaire’ (2) 326, oth 


Broadway film theatres are limp- | 
ing through the fina) session prior | 
to Christmas, with only a few real-| 
ly bright spots in evidence. I is 
a case of too much Xmas shopping 
for the most part although unusu- 
ally cold weather last Thursday 
and Friday was no help. Numerous 
first-runs are continuing with cur- 


strong fare for the year-end holi- 
days. 

The lone new entry, “Beneath 
the 12-Mile Reef,” is heading for 
a big $90.000 opening week at the 
Roxy. This third CinemaScope ef- 
fort to be released in N. Y. got off 





lrather mildly but gained momen- 


tum, and was given a real boost 
over the weekend, both Saturday | 
and Sunday being socko. 

Outstanding business, by a wide 
margin, continues to be attracted 
by the Music Hall, with its Christ- 
mas stageshow and “Easy To 
Love.’ The Hall is likely to hit 
smash $150,000 or over in the (3d) 
stanza ending today (Wed.), and 
beating the second week. It has 
built on each succeeding round. 

“Conquest of Everest.’ which 
hit a new high opening stanza. is 
holding at a great $17,000 in the 
second week at the Fine Arts. 
Third week (512 days) of “Hondo.” 
looks to wind up a good $30.000) 
for abbreviated session at the Par- 
amount. 

Run of ‘“‘Hondo” is being inter- 
rupted tonight ‘Wed.) by the bene- 
fit preem of “Eddie Cantor Story.” | 
but the regular run does not start 
at the Par until Xmas Day. “How 
To Marry a Millionaire” wound up 
its sixth week. day-dating at the 
State and Globe, with a solid $32.- 
500. 

Reissue combo of “Public En- 
emy No. 1” and “Little Caesar” 1s 
off considerably from record open- 
ing week but still socko with $20.- 
000 in second round at the Vic- 
toria. 

“Khyber Rifles’ was launched 
with a big preem last night ‘Tues.) 
at the Rivoli, with yegular run 
starting today. “Sadie Thompson” 
is being preemed with a special 
midnight show tonight ‘Wed.) at 
the Capitol. Regular run begins 
Dec. 24. 

“Bigamist™ is being preemed to- 
morrow (Thurs.) night at the 
Astor. Regular run gets under way 


Christmas Day. Also on Dec. 25. 
“Here Come the Girls” is being 
launched at the Mayfair. The Cri- 


terion brings in “Paratrooper” on 
Dec. 30 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) ‘1,300; 80-$1.80 


—‘Queen of Sheba” (Indie) (7th- | 
Holding over an extra) 


final wk). 
dav in seventh round to land fair 
$6.000 after $7.000 in sixth week 
“Bigamist” (Indie) ovens tomorrow 


night ‘Thurs.), with regular run! 

Dec. 25. } 
Biiou (‘City Inv.) ‘589: $1 R0- 

$2.40\—“‘Gilbert & Sullivan” (UA 


(9th wk). The eighth frame ended 
last nitht (‘Tues.) was okav S$6.800 
after $8,000 for seventh week 
Holds on 

Raronet (Reade) (4380: 90-$1 50 
—“Samson & Delilah” (Par) (re- 
issue). Orened Morday (21) after 
preview Sunday (20) nicht In 
ahead. “Farbidden Stories” (T™ndie) 
(Sth wk-& davs) held at okay $3.400 
after $3,800 for fourth regular 
week. 

Canitol (‘Loew's) (4 890: 70-$2.20 
—Sadie Thompson” (Col). Preems 
at midnight tonight (Wed) with 
regular rin startine Dec 24. In 
ahesd. “Eternitv” (Col) (20th wk- 
8 davs). earnering oke $14 500 
after $16 000 in 19th week, making 
grand total of $1.489.900. for rec- 
ord run here. both in coin and 
lenoth of encagement 

Criterion (Moss) (1.700: ©5-$2.90 
—“‘Cease Fire’ (Par) (5th wk) 
Fourth stanza ended last nicht 
Tues.) held with okay 810500 
after $16590 in third *“Para- 
troover" (Col) opens Dee. 30 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468: 90-81 80 
—‘‘Conauvest of Fyerest” (lA) (3d 
wk). 
vesterday (Tues.) 
$17,000 or close 
$18 600. 

Globe (Brandt) 
—‘How Marrv Millionaire” (20th) 
(7th wk). Sixth frame ended Mon- 
day (21) continued strong at $12.- 
500. very fine for sesson of year. 
Fifth week was $18500. Staves on. 

Guild (Guild) (450: $1-$1.80)— 
“Martin Luther” (Indie) (16th wk) 
The 15th round ended Iest nicht 
(Tues ) held with trim $8900 after 


held with big 
First was record 


$9.000 for 14th week. Continues 
on 

Holiday ‘Rose) (959: 95-81 80:— 
'‘*Public Enemy No. 1” (WB) and 


| ahead, 


Tnitial holdover round ended | 


(1.500: $1-%1 R80) | 


“Little Caesar” (WB) (reissues) (3d 
wk). First holdover round ended 
Monday (21) was sock $20,000 after 
new high at $34,000 opening week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70- 
$1.80)—“‘Take High Ground” (M-G) 


(5th-final wk). Going 8 days in 
final session with $7,000 in vros- 
pect. “Here Come the Girls” 


(Par) opens Friday (25). “Ground” 
did $9,500 in fourth stanza. 

Normandie (Normandie The- 
atres) (592; 95-$1.80! — “Little 
Fugitive” (Burstyn) (12th wk!. The 
lith stanza ended Monday (21) was 
okay $4.800 after $5,500 for 10th 
week. Stays on until latter part of 
January. 

Palace ‘RKO) (1.700; 60-$1.20'\— 


“Bad for Each Other” (Co!) with 
'8 acts of vaude Opened today 
(Wed.'. Last week, “Man From 
Cairo” (Lip) with vaude, mild 
$16,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 70-$1. 80) 
—‘‘Hondo” ‘WB (3d-final wk’. 
{Current round ending Thursday 
1(24). making it an abbreviated 
week, looks okay $30,000. week 


being reallw 542 days. Second week 
was fine $45,000. “Eddie Cantor 
Story” (WB) opens Friday (25). Pic 
is being given a benefit gala preem 
tonight ‘Wed.). bulk of house being 
sold out to the Educational Alli- 
ance and Eddie Cantor Camp Com- 
mittee which had charge of 
ticket sales. 
Paris (Indie) 


all 


(568; 90-$1.80 — 


“Captain’s Paradise” ‘UA 13th 
wk). The 12th session ended Sun- 
day ‘20) was good $9,000 after $10.- 
000 in 11th week. 

Rialto ‘Mage) ‘600: 50-98)— 
“Striporama” (Indie) (12th wk’. 
Current round ending tomorrow 
‘Thurs.! looks like okay $4.500 after 


$5.200 last week Stays 
yearend holidays. 

Rivoli (UAT) (2.092: 95-$2:— 
“Khyber Rifles” (20th). Given a 
big preem last night ‘Tues.) with 
regular run starting today ‘Wed.!. 
This initial CinemaScope pic to 
play here is the fourth to be re- 
leased in New York City. In ahead 
“Little Bov Lost” (Par! (13th wk- 
6 davs’, thin $5,000 after $6.500 for 
12th week but winding up highly 
successful longrun here 

Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers) (6.200; 90-$2.40'\—*‘Easy to 
Love” (M-G) with annual Christ- 
mas <Stageshow and “Nativity” 
pageant (3d wk). Current stanza 
ending today ‘Wed_.) is heading for 
great $150.000 after $145.000. over 
hopes, in second week. Continues 
on into the new year 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5.717: 65-$2.50) 
— ‘Beneath 12-Mile Reef” (20th). 
Initial week ending today (Wed) 
looks to reach big $90.000. Opened 


through 


oe Med 


{rather mildly but picked up and 


did very well over the weekend. 
reviews also helped. In 
“Robe” (20th), initial 
C’Scope pic, wound up 13-week 
run with $32,000 in final week 4 
days), to make $1,638,000 total, new 
all-time high and longest run here 
State ‘Loew’s) (3.450: 85-$1.80)— 
“Millionaire” (20th) (7th wk). Sixth 
week ended Monday (21) held with 
solid $20,000 after $28.000 for fifth 
stanza. Continues on 
Sutton (R&B) (561; 
“Living Desert” (Disney) (7th wk) 
Sixth frame ended Monday (21) 
wound up at nice $9,000 after $11.- 
000 for fifth. Stays on indef 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L 453; 
90-$1.50) — “Annapurna” Indie) 
(2d wk). First holdover round end- 
ing Friday (25) looks to hit fancy 
$6.000 after $5,600, below hopes, 
opening week. Continues 
Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L 
90-$1.50)\—"Lili”” (M-G! (42d wk). 
The 41st week ended Monday (21) 
was good $4,000 after $4.900 for 
40th stanza 


90-$1.50)— 


540; 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
$1.80'\—""Man Between" (UA) (‘6th 
wk). Fifth session ended last night 


‘Tues.! continued nicely with $13.- 
000 atter $16,000 for fourth week 


Warner ‘Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.60) — ‘“‘Cinerama” (Indie) 
(29th wk). Present stanza ending 

jtomorrow (Thurs.) looks to hold 


with $45,000 or near after $47,000 
for 28th week. Continues on 
Irvin Sulds Joins Halpern 
Irvin P. Sulds, for the past three 
years theatre television consultant! 
of the American’ Broadcas! 
; United Paramount Theatre 
joined Theatre Network Te! 
as an executive. 
He'll prexy Nat 
but will be mainly con 
sales and production {0 
sions, closed-circuit T\ 
, industry. 


assist 
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West End Film Biz Holds Nicely 


For Pre-Holiday; ‘Jury’ Loud $9,000, 
‘Arrowhead OK 76, 2d, Robe’ 146, 4th 


¢ 


London, Dec. 14. 
A batch of strong preduct is mak- 
ing the annual pre-Christmas 
slump look remote, and has suc- 
ceeded in keeping the boxoffice 
rolling at a nice pace. West End 
first-runs are, generally speaking, 


doing better than average, with | 
“The Robe” still holding the lead. 


After its record-breaking preem at 
the Odeon. Leicester Square, Cine- 
maScope pic continues to hold bof- 
fo at about $14.000 in fourth frame. 

Other major holdovers are “Ju- 
lius Caesar.”’ with sixth round hold- 
ing at great $7.500 at the Carlton 
and “Here to Eternity,” which fin- 
ished its five-week run at the Lei- 
eester Square Theatre in fine style 
around $8.500, before moving to a 
second West End run at Odeon, 
Marble Arch. 

Strongest new entry is “I the 
Jury.” heading for a sock $9,009 in 
its initial London Pavilion session 
“Torch Song” started mildly at the 
Empire, and a fair $10,000 looms 
for second frame. “Arrowhead” 
shapes okay in secand Plaza round. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Berkeley CCC) ‘600; 40-$1.15) 
—“The Juggler” ‘Col) ‘3d wk) 
Doing hefty biz at this small off- 
beat spot, with $2.800 this round. 
Holds. 

Cariton Par) (1.128: 55-$1.70)\— 
“Julius Caesar’ ‘«M-G) ‘6th wk). 
Looks fine $7.500. Continues indef. 

Empire M-G) (3.099; 55-$1.70) 
—“Torch Song” ‘M-G) ‘2d wk). 
Shaping to fair $10.000 in second- 
final week after opening at $11.800. 
“All Brothers Valiant” M-G 
preems Dec. 17. 


Gaumont CMA) 1.500: 50 
$1.70'\—""Meet Mr. Lucifer’ ‘GFD>) 
and “Golden Blade”  ‘GFD!) (3d 


wk). Below average. with pros- 
pects of around $2.500 this stanza. 


“The Kidnappers” ‘GFD? opens 


Dec Lé 

Leicester Square Theatre CMA) 
(i ja0- 50-$1.70) — “Eternity” 
‘Col 5th wk Finishing current 
run with fine $8.500: moves to the 
Odeon. Marble Arch. for second 


West End run. Our Girl Friday” 
(Renown)? in from Dec. 17. 
London Pavilion UA) 1.217 


50-$1.70'—‘“I. the Jury” ‘UA? and 
“Floating Dutchman” Indie 
Heading for smash $9.000 opening 
frame. Stays on 

Odeon, Leicester Square CMA 
(2.200: 50-$1.70'—*“Robe” (20th 
‘4th wk’. Still the biggest biz 
lure here. with prospects of smash 
$14.000 this frame after $16.500 in 


previous round. Stays, natch! 
Odeon, Marble Arch CMA) 
(2.200: 50-$1.70'—“Bigamist” ‘In- 


die} and “Tumbleweed” GFD 
‘2d wk'« Shaping to get fair 
$4.500 this round after $5.300 
opener Eternity” ‘Col) moves 
over from Leicester Square Dec 
17. 

Plaza (Pa: 1,092; 70-$1.70)— 
“Arrowhead Par) and “Speaking 
ef Murder” (Par) ‘2d wk) Do- 


ing average 
“Houdini” 


$7,000 this frame 
Par) preems Dec. 18. 


Ritz M-G) $32; 30-$2.15)— 
“Conquest of Everest” ‘(BL 3d 
wk). Holding at nice $2.400. Stays 


on. 

Warner ‘WB 1.735: 50-$1.70)— 
“Beat the Devil” ‘IFD) (3d wk). 
Finishing run at fair $5.200 after 
$7.300 second week. ‘Jazz Singe: 
‘WB) opens Dec. 17. 


‘DINNER’ LASTS ONLY 
ONE SHOW IN LONDON 


Lomion, Dec. 22. 

Emile Littler’s decision to keep 
the galleryites out of his opening 
of “13 Por Dinner” at the Duke 
of Yorks last Thursday ‘17) may 
have prevented a hostile demon- 
stration but could not save him 
from the wrath of the crix. There 
Was a universal thumbs down on 
the production with additional 
prominence, including two front- 
page spreads, to the news that po- 
lice had been called to seal the 
Rallery. 

The play, adapted from _ its 
French original by Erie Maschwitz. 
is a poor example of forced farce. 
Only Clive Morton among. the 
name performers emerges un- 
scathed. Withdrawn after one per- 
formance. 





‘Robe’ Hits New Record 
Of $31,000 in Aussie 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 

All Aussie film house records 
were shattered at Hoyts’ 2.250-seat 
Regent with “Robe” (20th) on its 
CinemaScope’ debut. Estimated 
that first week will see a sock $31,- 
000 taken in at upped admissions. 
Pre-Yuletide smash biz has created 
a great impression here. Figuring 
now is that the lush vacation sea- 
son will produce near-capacity 
trade for many weeks. 

Local pic crix devoted reams of 
space to the film and C’Scope. Ma- 
jority opined that the new medium 
would “revolutionize” the industry 
here. Prior to debut of “Robe,” 
Columbia’s “From Here to Eter- 
nity’ and Rank’s “A Queen is 
Crowned” were this year’s toppers. 


U.S. Product Still No. 1 
With German Exhibs But 
Poll Cites French Gains 


Munich, Dec. 15. 

Hollywood product still holds 
the No. 1 spot for foreign films 
among German exhibitors but the 
public and press give French pic- 
tures the nod. This is revealed in 
the public opinion poll conducted 
by the film information § service 
Filmtelegram. s 

It confirms the rapid advance 
made by French pix not only at 
the small German houses but with 
the other film patrons. 

Spearheading this advance is 
Fernandel whose “Don Camillo” 
is as popular a figure as any Ger- 
man homespun star. Director Ju- 
lien Duviviers films With Parisian 
backgrounds made him the pet of 
the German crix in this poll, even 
surpassing the British director. 
Carol Reed. The Filmtelegram 
asked which national group of 
film-imports was preferred. The 
public listed French films as tops 
and U.S.-British pix next. The 
newspapers also named French 
films as their preference. Italian 
as second choice and American 
third. Exhibs on the other hand 
listed Yank product in No. 1 spot 
and French second. 

Together with Hungarian-born 
Eva Bartok. Germany’s male star 
O. W. Fischer, and Fernandel re- 
ceived the most publicity. 








Hawaiian Tourist Biz 
Beats Seasonal Slumps 


Honolulu, Dec. 22. 

Hawaii tourist trade has finally 
conquered the bugaboo of seasonal 
slumps, thanks largely to develop- 
ment of tourist fare air service by 
major carriets. September figures 
just released by Visitors’ Bureau 
show a 47.3% gain over September 
last vear, with a monthly total of 
5.984 tourists only 300 beiow last 
February, a traditionally the heavy 
winter travel month. 

Cut-rate crop of tourists, how- 
ever, is rot emerging as heavy 
spenders. Many of the budget-lim- 
ited arrivals are foregoing visits 
to nitery spots and concentrat- 
ing on inexpensive drugstore meals 
While they absorb sunshine. Gen- 
eral picture is good, however, be- 
cause tourism to date this year is 
about 33% ahead of 1952. 





COL PIX RECORD IN GREECE 
Topped U. S. Distribs for Summer 
Biz; Second in Full Year 

Athens, Dec. 15. 

Columbia topped the U. S. ma- 
}jJor companies handling film in 
Greece realizing more billings than 
any other company, during the past 
summer, 

This showing pushes Columbia 
up to second place after Metro on 
distribution by American compa- 
nies in Greece during the full year, 
according to the Statistic Bureau ot 
the Greek Union of Film Importers 
and Distributors. Third place went 
to 20th-Fox followed by Universal 

(and Warner. 








| Paramount's Foreign Chief 
George Weltner 


“edvoecates on 


‘Olympic Games’ Film 
Festival Plan 
* * 7 
on interesting editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 
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Mex Indies Fear 


Biz on Way Out 


Mexico City, Dec. 15. 

Unless the government here acts 
‘quickly and drastically to practi- 
cally aid the Mexican film trade, 
that business will eventually die 
and leave “Mexico as a lucrative 
‘field for American films, dubbed 
in Spanish, as well as Cuban and 
Spanish pictures,” Angel Carvajal, 
Secretary of the Interior, was in- 
/formed in the resolution adopted 
‘at a meeting of independent pro- 
ducers and studio »erators. 

| Carvajal was asked to put into 
‘effect promptly the Garduno Plan 
‘\the controversial program  au- 
thored by Eduardo Garduno, 


| 


prexy of the trade's own bank, | 
Cinematografico, | 
S.A., which producers oppose) or | 


Banco Nacional 


any other plan that would provide 
direct and strong official he!p for 
the pix business. 


Lamenting that “there is no 


plan or program at all for the in-} 
dustry next year, the meeting de-; 
manded that a really comprehen- | 


sive and workable program be 
‘quickly provided. particularly for 
the indies and the studios, which 
include Posa Films, producer of 
“Cantinflas” ‘Mario Moreno) films; 
Televoz, TV-film maker which 


Miguel Aleman, Jr., the ex-presi- | 


dent’s son, heads, and the Tepeyac 
studios. headed by _ ex-president 
Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez. 

It was stressed at the meet that 
only three films, one a Yank pic,. 
is now working in the six local 
studios. 


XMAS CIRCUS SETUPS — 
MAKE BOWS IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 22. 

First of London's three Christ- 
mas circuses,’ staged by Bertram 
Mills at Olympia. preemed last 
Friday (18). It will be followed by 
Tom Arnold’s Harringay Circus to- 
*night ‘Tues.) and Jack Hylton’s 
Earls Court show tomorrow (‘(Wed.). 
' The Bertram Mills Circus* con- 
tains an assortment of acts mainly 
recruited from the Continent, 15 
of which are new to Britain. Out- 
standing hits were scored by the 
Idalys, team of French airealists: 
a 15-year-old Dantsh acrobat billed 
as John; Ulfi, a wirewalker, and 





Yong, a family of Chinese acrobats. | 





JAP QUOTA SYSTEM CHANGE 


Realignment of Foreign Film Im- | 


port Setup Looms in 1954 


Tokyo, Dec. 15. 

Procedure for the allocation of 
quotas for import of foreign films 
into Japan faces a drastic change 
in the coming fiscal year if the 
Japanese government acts favor- 
ably upon suggestions presented 
by the powerful Federation § of 
Economie Organizations. The FEO 
presented a report urging the 
limiting of import licenses per 


country to 70%. of the total to be | 


determined this spring: with the 
other 39%. to be awarded as 
“bonus” allocations to countries 
which have been “cooperative” in 
the import of Jananese films. 

FEO suggests the establishment 
of a committee for import alloca- 
tion decisions to be made up of 
government officials, film industry 
figures, scholars and film experts. 


This committee would determine | 
which countries would receive the | 


,“bonus” licenses. The federation 
condemned the present system of 
basing import allocations on busi- 
ness results of films imported in 
the previous year and said that re- 
examination of this policy was 
| necessary, 





British Film Vets On 


‘Screen’ Radio Program 
London, Dec. 22. 


Five men who have been knighted 
for their services to British pix 
will be among the celebs taking 


ander Korda, Sir Laurence Olivier, 
Sir Carol Reed and Sir Arthur 
Bliss. With them will be Valerie 
Hobson (currently = starring’ in 
“The King and 1”), Anna Neagle, 
Clive Brook and Jack Hawkins. 

The radio show, which is de- 
signed to celebrate 25 years of 
sound in British films, will include 
sound track excerpts from a num- 
ber of feature pix, starting with 
Alfred Hitchcock's pioneer effort, 
“Blackmail.” There will also be 
recordings from “Goodbye Mr. 
Chips,” “Brief Encounter,” ‘“Ham- 
let” and “Pickwick Papers.” 


Light, New Legit Fare 
Being Preemed in Paris 





Paris, Dec. 22. 
Mainly light, new legit fare will 





holidays here. 
boulevard farces will be the main 


offerings, with light comedy, two | 


dramatic reprises and a _ heavier 
drama bringing up the rear. A 
selected roster of light and more 
tinted spectacles are also polished 


| usual fare, and counting on the 


reveillon (Xmas Eve) crowds for ! 


! 


| their receipts. French turn out big 
,for thése fests and almost all 
boites, cafes and nabe nitery spots 
are SRO on these nights. 

Jean De Latraz has opened 
new risque boulevard comedy at 
his P@alais-Royal which is in for 
the usual popular success. Using 
old themes and tried burley props, 
these always pay off. In “The 
Cambrai Folly” all the action re- 
volves around a ravishing girl 
forced to dress as a boy with ob- 
, vious results. Two strip teasers and 
a homo enliven the action. Noc- 
tambules has a Napoleonic comedy 
in “Les Hussards” about the ad- 
ventures of two rampaging soldiers 
during the _ Italian campaign. 
Grenier-Hussenot group has 
“Azouk” at Theatre Fontaine, a 


story about an old man searching | 


for the dream of his youth. 

Two oldies are being refurbished, 
with Victor Francen bringing ‘‘Le 
Greluchon Delicat” to the Ma- 
thurins, and the Comedie-Fran- 


caise resurrecting “Dardanelle,” an | 
old classic on cuckoldry which was | 


recently filmed with Fernandel. 
Two operettas are also in line with 
a reprise by the Chatelet of the 
perennial Erik Charrel opus, ‘‘White 
Horse Inn,’ while Suzy Delair 
opens in ‘‘Mobilette’” at the Eu- 
ropean in a new operetta by Serge 
Veber. 

Also around are Jean Girau- 
doux’s “Siegfried” back from tour 
and into the Comedie Des Champs 
| Elysees, and the reformation com- 
edy by John Van Brugh, “The 
Relapse” here at the Vieux Colom- 
| bier as “La Vertu En Danger.” 





3-D PIX NSG IN W. GERMANY 


Patrons Not Enthused, Crix Pan 
New Dimensional Films 


Berlin, Dec, 15. 
Reaction of West German pa- 
trons to Hollywood's 3-D pix has 
not been as sensational as expect- 


ed, and a majority of crix showed | 


an open dislike for them. All nine 
big West German dailies disliked 


the subject matter of “House of | 


Wax” (WB). Six, however, favored 
this film’s technique, while three 
did not find it satisfactory. 

Most of the crix objected to the 
subject matter of ‘Man in the 
Dark” (Col) while one gave a 
mixed comment. Only four praised 
the pic’s technique. “Bwana Devil” 
(U.A.), still not shown in all parts 
| of Germany, drew mostly negative 
| press appraisal on its subject mat- 
iter, 


| part in a radio program, ,“The| 
Voice of the Screen” Dec. 27. They | 
|} are Sir Michael Balcon, Sir Alex- | 


To Grab Big Xmas Biz! 


be ushered in this week to vie for | 
the increased b.o of the Christmas | 
Operettas and | 


up for the festivities, with niteries | 
|and chansonniers holding their | 


Despite Only $500,000 Untrozen In a 
Arg., Yank Distribs Hopeful of Futur 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 

With Argentina having agreeg 
to an initial remittance of $500,009 
as a result of huddles between 
Robert M. Corkery, Motion Picture 
| Export Assn. troubleshooter for 

Latin America, and Government 
officials here, the next step, of 
_ course, will be to get additional 
;sums of the $3,000,000 frozen dis. 
trib money released for transmis- 
sion to the U. S. While a larger, 
amount had been hoped for than 
ithe $500,000, Argentina’s economie 
position is not so flourishing as to 
allow release of large dollar 
amounts, The Central Bank lets go 
of dollar exchange in small drip- 
lets, and has such a heavy backlog 
of unremitted earnings belonging 
to a formidable list of powerful 
| companies waiting for release that 
| the prospects are not encouraging 
|for anyone. 

In some quarters, this first un- 
| freezing of American distrib money 
|is regarded as a mere token of 
' goodwill, possibly to induce U. §. 
| companies to participate in the 
| Mar del Plata festival. There have 
| been other cases of such token re- 
| leases, in the case of companies 
| prepared to bring in new capital 
‘to the country. 

The distrib coin unthawed is a 
| small fraction of the $8,000,000 
|owed the film companies. 

A clause in the Johnston-Cereijo 
pact calls for investments of coin 
here by the companies in propor- 
tion to amounts allowed to take 
out of Argentina. However, during 
| the long hiatus as a hedge against 





| 
| 


| 


, inflation the distribs have invested 

in real estate to protect their peso 
holdings. Metro has a mammoth 
theatre and apartment building in 
| construction, but this has been de- 
layed at the excavation stage. RKO 
and Warner also have their own 
office and apartment buildings 
while the other companies are 
seeking likely investments. 





" LAST UFA PROPERTY 


RELEASED BY ALLIES 


Munich, Dec. 15. 

The remaining UFA-property has 
| been turned over from ,allied cus- 
tody to the West German govern- 
ment. Some restitution claims may 
be brought to court by the old Hu- 
| genberg-group. UFA property con- 
sists ef cinemas, studios in Munich 
|and West Berlin, old films and 
rights. 

The biggest single asset is the 
Bavaria studio Geiselgasteig near 
Munich where 28 feature films 
were produced this year. Two 
American productions included. In 
, addition four German pix were 
shot in nearby emergency places 
with Bavaria crews, and 28 others, 
shot elsewhere, were readied in 
Geiselgasteig. 

Equipment, technical crew and 
facilities are rented by the Ba- 
varia-Filmkunst to producers. 





| Finger-Balancing Act 
| Injures Mex Tent Star 


Mexico City, Dec. 22. 

Losing his balance while doing 
his body supporting on one-finger 
act at an elevation, veteran Swe- 
dish circusman Boje Johanson, 
billed “The Great Barton,” a star 
| with the Circo Atayde, Latin 
America’s oldest circus, crashed 35 
feet at Jojutla, Morelos state. He 
broke his right leg and left arm, 
and suffered internal injuries. 

This was Johanson’s second siml- 
lar accident in 17 years of troup 
| ing. The first was in Copenhagen. 
Johanson has played with the 
Atayde show two seasons. It |8 
skedded to open here late thls 
month. 





Italian Films In Canada 

Under an agreement with Ke- 
gent Film Corp. of England, Inter- 
national Film Distributors, Ltd, 
' Canada, will handle five Italo p!x. 
Films will play Canada in their 
original subtitled versions but 
French and English language Ve!- 
sions also will be available. 

Titles of the Italian quintet are 
“Three Forbidden Stories,” “Bellis- 
sima,” “Duel Before the Mast, 
“Society Defends Itself” and “De- 
\ votion.” 
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Subsidy by Any Other Name Is Sweeter, Hall 





French Deal Slow in Jelling But Apparently Making 


Definite 





Despite some unexplained delays 
‘ing implementation of a new 


in gett film deal, Motion Picture 


Fren¢ 


yyport ; ® 
azreement will go into effect 


> @ the year. Pact 
fore the end of 

nest be retroactive to June 30, 
the date when the last French deal 


expired. 


Ted Smith, the MPEA rep in 
Paris, and Jacques Flaud, the chief 
French negotiator, now have 
reached the point where ‘several 
provisional drafts of an agreement 
have been drawn up, embodying 
details of a basic pact signed by 


MPEA prexy Eric Johnston when 
he was in France. 

Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers wasn't a party 
to the negotiations, and isn't likely 
to participate in any agreement 
involving a subsidy of any kind. 
Indies have on several occasions 
made it clear that they wouldn't 
stand for It. 

New French deal is understood 
to involve a remittance of $3,200,- 


000 for the year ended June 30, | 


1954, Taking into account that, un- 
der the provisional arrangements 
existing since last June, the com- 
panies have received their regular 
$120,000 monthly remittance quota, 
this leaves $2,480,000 to be trans- 
ferred officially even though the 
final take may be higher. 

Total breaks €own into $480.000 
in retroactive remittances to last 
June since the monthly transfer 
under the new agreement is upped 
ts $200,000. Assuming there is a 
final deal at the end of this month, 
remittances for the remaiping six 
months would total $1,200,000. 
Additionally, the U.S. distribs 
would remit $400,000, constituting 
50°, of a 
created by the companies under 
the last pact to acquire French pix 
and co-produce. The remaining 
50)‘ 
ferable. 
cover the 
French 


agreed payment to the 


Promotion in U. S. 

While the French will receive a 
$260,000 subsidy annually for two 
years to finance promotion of their 
films in the U. S., there is con- 
fusion at the moment exactly 
where this money will come from 
and what steps, if any, will be 
taken to avoid the “subsidy” label 
which Johnston doesn’t care for, 
either. Partly he is influenced by 
the tact that it sets a poor prece- 
dent for other countries, and partly 
he is aware that Washington 
frowns on such arrangements, par- 


ticularly if the indies should put 
up a beef, 

In return for American finan- 
cial concessions, 


the French will 
keep the number of permits for 
the year at the former 110 level, 
Which is a concession on their part 
since Flaud claimed the MPEA 
companies are entitled to only 90 
Permits a year, Figure of 110 was 
reached last year by “borrowing” 
asainst this year’s allocation. Un- 


cer the new deal the French also 
would hand out special permits to 
American distribs that take on 
French pix for U. S. handling and | 
oO Well with them. Extent to which 
these permits would be covered ! 
by dollar exchange hasn't been 


Worked out as vet. 


CINERAMA’S 20 WEEKS 
IN CHI, $1,000,000 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 


Cine its first 20 weeks 


» Pa 


a, in 


» to Chicago managing di- 
Doug Helgeson. Addi- 
Concessions at the Palace 
~  €veracing $5,500 weekly, which 
round $110,000 for the run 

Pic date, 
two-a dayer, with added 
special parties, expects 
. for the Christmas week 
. “pped admissions for New 


rg Extends Stay 
o..)): ochwalberg, Paramount's 
topper, will continue 
Coast stay until some- 
month. 
Suffering with a slipped- 
ton and has had medico 
Nain in a warmer ecli- 


} } 
nie, 





Schwalbe 


Assn, execs are confident | 


300,000,000-franc fund | 


also eventually will be trans- | 
Coin may be used to)! 


ace Theatre here, already | 
micked up a $1,000,000 gross, | 


Progress 
7. A. 


1ST REISSUE IN 7 YRS. 








Olivier’s ‘Hamlet’ Has 13,000,000 
Take To Date 





| 
| 
| J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet” is 
being re-released by Universal 
starting Jan. 15. This is the third 
, time ’round for the Sir Laurence 
Olivier film which so far has 
grossed approximately $3,000,000. 
| Film has been tested on the 
_Coast and found suitable for wide- 
| screening in ratios up to 1.85 to 1. 
| It’s the first reissue of a Rank at- 
| traction by U and the first U re- 
| release in seven years. 

| “Hamlet” first played on a two- 
a-day reserved seat basis and went 
|into national release in Nov. '49 
; Charles Feldman, U general sales 
| manager, points out the playdates 
| didn’t reach all the way down the 
i line. It’s now felt that the time 
| is propitious to give the film an- 
| other go. The first time out, “Ham- 
‘let’ grossed $2,500.000 On_ its 


-second release, it took in $500,000. | 
Re-release of another Olivier in-' 


| terpretation of the Bard, his 
|‘“Henry V,” is- being mulled by 
| United Artists which has also found 
the film suitable for widescreen- 
|ing. Currently making the rounds 
to hefty b.o. is Metro’s “Julius 
Caesar.” 


B&K Equipping 14 
| Houses With C’Scope 
At Cost of $590,000 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
| Balaban & Katz circuit is plunk- 





ing down nearly $500,000 to com- | 


pletely equip 14 major houses for 
CinemaScope in strategic areas of 
the city to catch ‘‘Robe” on its first 
outlying rebound from the Loop. 
Pic quits State-Lake Theatre on 
Jan. 14 after a lucrative 16-week 
tenure. Plans are to furnish a sec- 
ond group of theatres with the new 
medium at a slightly later date. 
With some 75 other theatres 


in 
| **Robe’’ may have a record break- 
‘ing “A” run booking, although 
“How to Marry +a Millionaire” 
| should become available to subur- 
| ban houses at just about the same 
time. 

| B&K took especial care to equip 
| theatres that were large enough to 
|'showease CinemaScope best and 
that were located in every impor- 
{tant neighborhood in Chi. Houses 
chosen for the new installation are 
| Marbro, Uptown, Varsity. Tivoli, 
| Southtown, Harding, Granada, 
Gateway, Regal, Belpark, State. 
Berwyn and La Grange. Most of 
the theatres have stage openings 
measuring to 70 feet, comparable 
to the largest installations in the 
country. 


CHARLES SCHWARTZ’S 





| 

| 10,000 COL SHARES 
| N.Y Stock Exchange records 
this week showed that Charles 


Schwartz (& Frohlich: has pur- 
chased 10,000 shares of Columbia's 
common stock issue. He had not 
held anv shares recently. Schwartz 
is Col’s corporate secretary 

Other stock transactions involved 
Jack Warner, v.p. of Warners, and 
Elmer Rhoden, v.p. of National 
Theatres. Warner gifted 3,700 WB 
|common shares, reducing his direct 





ownership to 228,999 shares. He 
also has 12,750 shares in trust 
Rhoden bought an additional 2.500 
| shares of N-T’s common issue. He 
now has 19,800 in direct owner- 
ship and 9,225 shares via invest- 
ment companies, 

e 


Gangster Tandem Dates 

Based on the successful test of 
the reissue combo ot “Litue Cae- 
sar’ and “Public Enemy,” gangster 


{thrillers, at the Holiday Theatre 
N.Y.. Warner Bros. has lined up 
|additional engagements in ke 


cities for top playing time during 
January and early February | 

Tandem broke the house record 
at the Broadway house during Its 
first week’s run and maintained a 
hefty pace during its a 


second al 


now apped 


third weeks of what 
pan extended run. 


’ worked out a direct-mail campaign 


the area likewise equipping. | 


Bartlett’s ‘Vacation’ 


Kansas City, Dec. 22. 
Indie producer Hall Bartlett 
made a two-for-one deal out of his 
visit for the holidays with his 
folks here. He combined the visit 
| With an exploitation campaign for 
his picture. “Crazylegs,” playing 
the Fox Midwest first run houses, 
Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Granada. 
Bartlett conducted press, radio 
and television interviews, huddled 
with Robert Withers, head of Re- 
public Midwest exchange and 


contacting Wisconsin, Michigan and 
other alumni groups here. 

Bartlett and his wife, Lois But- 
ler, otherwise are spending the 
holidays with his parents. 








‘La Ronde’ Portia _ 
Overshadows ‘M 


A femme lawyer last week 
grabbed the spotlight away from 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica in matters pertaining to film 
censorship and the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Florence Perlow Shientag. 
attorney for the French-made pic, 
“La Ronde,” called a. press con- 
ference to assure that evervone 
was apprised of her high court ap- 
peal taken from N. Y. censors’ nix 
of the film. 

As a result, Mrs. Shientag’s argu- 
/ment against censorship — she 
; called it a form of thought con- | 
trol—was carried by the wire serv- 
ices and was given a play in many | 
newspapers across the country. | 

On the same day, Thursday (17), 
the MPAA had filed its appeal in 
the “M” case. The industry organ- | 
| ization has been fighting, at sub- 
stantial costs, the rejection of this 
film by the Ohio censor pane] as a 
;means of obtaining a Supremé 
Court precedent ruling that would 
clearly do away with all official 
blue-pencilling of pix. This filing 
was done quietly, was unnoticed 
by D. C. reporters and there was 
no press coverage. 

Added to the irony is fact that 
Philip O’Brien, who prepared the 
“M” brief for the MPAA, also had 
done some work on Mrs. Shientag’s 
appeal papers. 


ROY CLAPP FLATTERED 
BY ‘VIRTUAL DUPLICATE’ 


Dr. Roy A. Clapp. who was in 
N.Y. on a quickie visit from his 
Minneapolis home, states that the 
system of singlestrip 3-D develop- 
ed by the Motion Picture Research 
Council is a “virtual duplicate” of 
the Nord system which he invent- 
ed. 

MPRC worked independently of 
Clapp and did not have access to 
the details of the Nord single-pro- 
jector dimensional process. Clapp 
demonstrated the Nord system last 
summer but gave no details on the 
intricacies of the operation 





Prior to heading back to Minne- 
apolis, the inventor said he was 
“happy” to learn that MPRC engi- 
neers worked out a system that 
carboncopies his. “This is flatter- 
ing and a confirmation of my) 


work.” he declared 


Downtown Chicago Briefly Free 


Of Court-Shackled Film Booking: 
But New Antitrust Suit Looms 


+ 
TARGET FOR 1954 | 


North Central Allied Aims at ‘Must’ 
© °oPercentage Bookings | 
Minneapolis, Dec. 

One of North Central Alied’s 
main tasks in 1954 will be to try 
to convince distributors that the 
industry can be restored to sound- 
ness and good health if they'll 
eliminate “must” percentage and 





22. 


[return to “the old style of selling 


motion pictures,” according to 
president Bennie Berger 

Berger says he and his organ- 
ization’s directors are convinced 
that “the attempt to get the same 
percentage terms from suburban 


situations and small grossing the- 
atres as from large grossing houses 


is not only asinine, but aiso de- 
structive.” 

The NCA president says he'll 
try to arrange conferences with 


the various companies’ sales heads 
in the effort to get them to alter 
their present “unwise, unfair sales 
policies” and to give the smaller 
exhibitors an incentive for show- 
manship. 


Judge K.0.s Stockholder 
~ Suit Against Warners 
Over Sperling Indie 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22 

Stockholder suit against Milton 
Sperling. United States Pictures 
and Warner Bros. was dismissed b: 
Federal Sudge William C. Mathes 
who ruled that the court had 
jurisdiction in the case. Action had 
been instituted by the estate of 
Edward S. Birn. owner of 400 
shares of stock. demanding an ac- 
counting on all losses incurred b) 
the contract between the two com 
panies. It also asked damages and 
cancecliation of the pact 

In a 76-page decision Judge 
Mathes ruled: That the Warners’ 
li-man board of directors figured 
the pact with United States Pic- 
tures was sound: that the board 
acted in good faith and that the 
three Warner brothers owned iess 
than 20°: of the shares and were 
not shown to contro! or dominate 
the board of directors 

Plaintiff has charged that Sper}- 
ing, who is Albert Warner's son- 
in-law, had conspired with the 
other defendants “to waste and 
disappropriate the assets of War- 
ner Brothers to enrich United 
States Pictures.” of which Sperling 
is head. 





no 





Brisson, Gershe in N. Y. 

Frederick Brisson, indie  pro- 
ducer whose next will be “The 
Girl Rush.” and writer Leonard 
Gershe are in N.Y. from Holly- 
wood this week for preliminari 
on the film 

They'll be huddling with Rosa- 
lind Russell. Brisson’s wite, who is 
to have the starring role 


es 


Ed Durwood Wins. Over His Brothers. 


Can Buy in Their Theatres at Original Cost, Referee 
Rules in Dubinskys’ Hassle 


Kansas City, Dec. 22 


Decision by a court-appointed 
referee sided with Edward D. Dur- 
wood (nee Dubinsky) in a long 
drawn out legal bo with his 
brothers over ownership ot thea- 
tre properties valued at close to 
$2,000,000. Referee Paul Barnett 
ruled that Durwood, head of Dur- 


wood Theatres, Ine., is entitled to 
take over at cost substantial prop- 


erties which were acquired by 
Irwin Dubinsky and H. W. Dubin- 
sky at a time when they were 1n 
Durwood's employ. 

Durwood now may purchase the 
Starview Theatre, Lincoln, Neb.; 


River Lane Theatre, Rockford, IL., 
and the Altwood Theatre, Wood- 
river, Ill, from his brothers 


34rnett estimated that the thea- 
nereased in value by $000,000 
Should 


were constructed 
t theatres , 


; , 
yorwood elect to take the 


at cost, total rentals of $384,000 
would accrue to him. Referee also 
awarded Durwood $121,000 as dam- 
ages resulting from employment 
contracts by his brothers. 


On another count, the referee 
decided that Durwood must pay 
his brothers §$52.000 as salary un- 


der an oRi' contract which had been 
in dispute 

Barnett declared the brothers 
violated their employment contract 
by failing to give exclusive time 
to the business for which they 
were employed and = conspiring 
with Maurice Schweitzer and M .n- 
nie Schermer in a= fraudulent 
scheme to secretly breach the em- 
ployment pact. Schweitzer is a 
brother-in-law of the Dubinskys 
and Schermer is a retired business 
man, Both are of St. Louis. 

Durwood, who is 69, w famed 
stock company leading man 


ds 


as a 


in the midwest about 40 years ago. ,‘ 


jnext six months at least 





Chicago, Dec. 22. 

competition, court- 
shackled in Chicago for some seven 
years, will be freed from Jackson 
Park Decree restrictions for the 


Downtown 


Surprise 
development resulted from a 
bombshell motion for temporary 
suspension of the JP decree by 
its initiator, attorney Thomas Mc- 
Connell, whose 
last week's 


move 
hearing 


abbreviated 
of the RKO 
Grand’s petition to be exempted 
from the writ. Two week limita- 
tions on first run pictures at both 
the Grand and the B&K deluxers 
has been lifted and the clearance 
handcuff unlatched. Judge Michae} 
Igoe entered an order on Monday 


21' placing the decree in cold 
storage until June 24. 1954 


McConnell, who voluntarily 
ed relief to the defendants 
beczuse he needed time 


vield- 
did so 
to answer 


both the Grand’s petition and 
B& K's. which had been slated for 
hearing on Jan. 25. He had asked 
for a three month lavoff of the 


decree, but Ed Raftery and George 
Siegel, counsels the Grand, 
boosted it to six months. McConnell 
would not consent to eliminating 
one-week limitations on outiving 
houses but. at Judge Igoe’s sugges- 
tion. BEK and RKO Theatres may 


for 











petition for that also 

The Jackson Park attorney told 
VaRIETY after the hearing that his 
motion for suspension was “a pres 
jude to a new antitrust suit.” 
preumably now in preparation. He 
Saic his Stratezy was to let the 
theatres trap themselves into re 
vealing a conspiracy and indicated 
that t best way to demonstrate 
the fa value of the original 
Jackson Park decree was to let the 
I the “theatre con- 
Spirators operate without 

Sees ‘Weak Hand’ 

Alfred Teton: a B&K attorney, 
called McConnell’s unexpected mo- 
tion “betrayal of a weak hand” 
He said the JP counse! probabiy 
declared the moratorium in h pes 
that there might be a genera] de 
teriorauion of the competitive mar- 
ket. David Wallerstein. BAK \ p., 
pleased with the sudden turn of 
events, expressed confidence that 
the “absence of the decree wil] in 
no way harm anvone here is 
wholly necessary for the frs om 
and fiexibility of the industry in 
Chicago He said Chi theatres 
could not operate effectively under 
the decree in view of how “ 
nad changed since the origina] liti- 
gation in 1947. 

It's expected that BAK will be 
On guard agai taking competi- 
tion advantages that night t E 
McConnell’s argument next e. 

R: 113 ons of the lifted an 

e sey ‘ Should B&K ele it 

iG til up its four Loop houses 
with the choicest product for in- 
definite runs Previously all can- 
didates for extended runs at th 6 
theatres had to receive special 
court permission, and generally 
Judge Ingoe would not permit two 
extended runs concurrent!\ at 
B&K houses What's more. with 
clearance restrictions abandoned 
the large Windy City chain < : 
ceivabiv ¢ ad control the SuUDSe@- 
quent run of certain pix, as it once 
did 

Actually the B&K attorneys 
had asked fer “bookir tir in- 
Stead of clearance suc! But 
insofar asa booking time is de. 
scribed as “that period necessarv 
for effective purchasing and - 
gramming of pix It's taken to 
be merely a euphe: for Ore 
Ginary ¢ irance 

Jackson Park Decree 

Pri to thre Jack Park De- 
cree pix t t had pli ved BA&K 
Mauinste mel were booked Vitl 
clearance privilege entitling the 
Circuit to strategica hold ott t 
first subsequent bre for eral 
weeks The ( 1 cou then 
place the | it ! ) 
hood house il is it 
Thi 0 { I CK f 
from the indies f is 1ONg a IX 
months. lt: the decree . 
ever. dist } ere forced » avall 
product toi \ rul 101 Bie 
bidding theatre almost) immedi- 
tel) “ t q t the Le Op. 
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THE SCREEN’S 
HOTTEST NEW 
BOXOFFICE ~ 3 
PERSONALITY .......... 









cccccccooe it the year’s 
mest unusual 
entertainment 
thrill! 


JACK PALANCE 


tops his sensational performances in-Sudden Fear” 
Bad “Shane” as he rockets to stardom in 


en A J 


wien A = 


Co-starring 


CONSTANCE SMITH - BYRON PALMER 


Executive Producer LEONARD GOLDSTEIN . Produced by ROBERT L. JACKS . Directed by HUGO FREGONESE 
Screen Play by ROBERT PRESNELL, JR. anaBARRE LYNDON 


From “The Lodger” by Marie Belloc Lowndes 
A PANORAMIC PRODUCTION + RELEASED BY 20th CENTURY-FOX 
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| Bezzerides 
'_____ continued from page 5 


er meet 

rides observed. He thinks such an 
attitude is inexcusable and likened 
the approach of certain reviewers 
to their appraisal tasks as very 
much akin to raising a “brain iron 
curtain... There should be some 
grace about this.” But waxing 
philosophical, the writer said he 
had few qualms despite the critical 
barbs “for after all, everybody did 
as best they could with the pic- 
ture. What more can you do than 
that?” 





Anamorphic Writing 
AQs for CinemaScope, Bezzerides 


looks upon this new anamorphic | 


depth process as & “very valid form 
of shooting.” The scripter, he 
added, gets a break in the new me- 
dium for “generally you can write 
a master scene and you know this 
big, wide screen can take it all in. 


It eliminates the necessity of the | 


camera moving about in a variety 
of cuts from one thing to another.” 

Bezzerides, who’s written such 
films as “They Drive By Night” 
(WB) and “Thieves Highway” 
(20th), feels that “‘outstanding pic- 
tures almost always are an acci- 
dent.” But the uncertainty can be 
eliminated to some extent if the 
producer and director have a ‘‘com- 
plete understanding of the story 
and understand the need for a uni- 
fied point of view. How do you 
make a good picture? It’s tough. 
Do a good story. Work for anybody 


who knows what he wants and has , 
True, he may make. 


good taste. 


errors in judgment but not mon- | 
| ceived only as a series of excerpts 


strous ones.” 


A freelance writer, Bezzerides 
just completed a screenplay for 


Metro of his upcoming novel, “Note 


Too Big a Dream.” Scheduled to 
go before the CinemaScope cam- 
era next spring, it may be a per- 
sonal production of Dore Schary 
with Spencer Tracy in the top male 
role. “America is a wonderful 
country” is its theme—‘every boy 
bigger than his papa.” 
Accent The Positive 

“Dream,” incidentally, has an in- 

teresting origin. 


Communism. But 
“why take the negative approach? 
For one thing, 20th-Fox has done a 
couple of such pictures,” he re- 
minded a top Metro official, “let's 
try and show the advantages of 
democracy instead of the disad- 


vantages of communism. Of course, | 


Metro did such a film two years 
ago in ‘It’s a Big Country.’ 


“But the story I envisioned was | 


one where a couple of immigrants 
come to the U, S. with little money 
or 
- unbounded faith in their indi- 
vidual 
they 


: would be free to exercise 
hem. 


Their experiences 


who came to California as a farmer 


in the San Joaquin Valley. Democ- | 


racy 
liv] 


oh? 
2. 


could be shown in no better 








| American Bob Booth’s scenes with 


| tion. 
| been lining up stars of the films 
; Which were to be previewed. Hud- 
| dios and actually shoot on the sets 
Metro wanted | 


Bezzerides to do a yarn on anti- , 
he reflected, | 


other material assets save for. 
abilities in a land where | 


| were | 
similar to that of my own father | 








ae Continued from page 4 


ferent problem in that it must pay 
for modifying switchboards and 
providing the necessary telephonic 
hookups in the home. Inability to 





come tO a sound conclusion on 
initial launching costs is said to 
be one of the reasons why Zenith 
So tar has failed to press its appli- 
cation with the FCC. 

 “pokesmen for all three SYS- 
While referring to the big 


naining Obstacle of having to 
vince the FCC that home-video 
can perform a real and “so- 
‘i valuable service, admit that 
in its initial stages will be an 
‘pensive proposition with pro- 
unced risk. While surveys sug- 
‘st that Americans are willing to 
tor superior video fare, how 
will work out in workaday 
Practice is a big question mark. 
Installation Costs 
f nanical end of introducing sub- 
‘pUlon video is currently of par- 
ir concern to Skiatron which 
‘sin the midst of negotiations 
‘! Varlous interests that want to 
Into Subseriber-Vision. One 
‘cter has his rep working 
ot With Skiatron é€xecs_ but 
ron prexy Arthur Levey won't 
se details, claiming that dis- 
ONS are still too nebulous. 
~Siatron decoders, produced on 
Ss basis, may cost between $10 
‘O aplece, with installation 
2.50 and $3. Skia- 
claim that theirs 


‘ 


4 


Nid 


between 
engineey S 


\ ' 





| out too sexy 


{is the simplest decoder device on | 


the market and that installation | 
will be comparatively simple via a| 
plug-in. On the basis of a half | 
million decoders, the cost of the. 
decoder units and installation com- | 
bined would run to approximately | 
$8,000,000. 

Interested parties who've con-| 
tacted Skiatron have been told | 
that, in addition, about $5,000,000 | 
or $6,000,000 would be required in 
advance guarantees against a per- | 
centage to film outfits and pro-| 
moters with the kind of program 
fare that Subscriber-Vision would 
require. 


sidan 


“Anti-Yank Pix 


Continued from page 2 

















—_—_———— sa 








[meee nares 
been cleaned up to some extent, 
but still carries its message that 
U.S. bases in Japan are responsible | 
| for the present low state of morals 
among residents living close to the 
bases. It has been given a prologue 
(in Japanese) which states that no_ 
specific nation is intended to be’ 
depicted in the film, but that the | 
U.S. soldiers represent the mili- | 


eolprastesntipames 


fy of any nation, even pre-war | 





Japan. Use of the American na- 
tional anthem in the score has 
been eliminated and some of 


_his prostie friend have been toned 
down sexwise. 


Films TV Series 


\juuuees CONtinued from page 7 




















‘from standout features with one or 
two interviews with stars. 

Long Overdue 
, Pilot (a sample) was to have 
| been ready in July, with ABC pro- 
' ducing full series for fall presenta- 
Prime difficulty so far has 


,son’s proposal to go into the stu-! 


| goes far beyond the scope of the 
| original project and presents eco- 
nomic as well as other protocol dif- 
ficulties. 


As the ad-pub toppers mulles 
the ABC terms, one of the com- 
panies was informed by its Coast 
|rep that Hudson was by no means 
; adamant on his conditions and was 
{in fact willing to proceed along 
| more moderate lines. Observers 
| feel that enthusiasm on both sides 
| has cooled so markedly that only 
| decisive action by top execs can) 
rescue the project from oblivion. 











Philly Screening 


Continued from page 1 














of hauling out dancer and owner 
on cop’s mere sayso was ended. 
| Policeman now makes a report and 


out the offender, or get rid of 
same. AGVA was called in to 
adopt a screening policy and keep 
steppers, many of 
whom are from out of town. 


Philadelphia has abundance of 


musical bars and girl-type enter- | 


tainment is much in demand. Gar- 
vey, in a letter to all AGVA dance 
members, nightclub operators, pro- 
ducers and booking agents, said all 
acts must be cleared through his 
office in order to perform in terri- 
tory. 

Garvey's letter asks the full co- 
operation of all nightclub owners 
Nitery ops are not to ask dancers 
to violate the ethics of the protes- 
sion nor force them to mix against 
their will. If these requirements 
are not met, AGVA will take steps 
to remove all entertainment from 
the establishment involved. 

















~—Exhibs in TV 


me Continued 











from pase 4 =——— 


TOA prexy Walter 
Reade Jr. in Asbury Park, N. J., 
have tele stations on the air and 
it’s believed that they may eventue 
ally work out an exchange of pro- 
grams. Lightman, who doesn’t have 
closed-circuit TV in any of his 
houses since lines generally aren't 
available as yet, said he was im- 
pressed with the quality of such 
programming mapped out by ex- 
hibs at recent meets and comment- 
ed that, should such shows actually 
become available, he would be hap- 
py to install large screen video 
equipment. Eventually, he foresees 
closed-circuit video revolutionizing 


in Miami and 


the entire distribution setup. ' 


|! books for $1 


| duce 


' holders 


it’s up to the owner to straighten | 
/ tures.” 


| version 








~~ Heckle Col 


Continued from page 7 








vide a more proportional represen- 
tation on the board for those out- 


side the ‘‘Harry Cohn family con- ! 


trol.” 


Mardfin, who read a lengthy pre- 
pared statement, asserted that the 
Cohn family “monopolizes. the 
board” with about 40% of the 
stock. In the interest of the other 
60° he suggested that they be 
“protected” by placing at least two 
independent directors on the board 
who would “in no way interfere 
with picture making policies but 
would act as a check on high sal- 


‘aries’ and other matiers affecting 


the welfare of the “outside” share- 
holders. 


Still another proposal came 


| from Lester Martin who heads the 


investment trust bearing his name. 


i “Give all the stockholders some of | 
; the assets Columbia carries on its | 
(company’s old pic- | 


tures),” he urged, “and distribute 


these assets by spinning off a new | 
share 
| 


corporation share for 
which would be tax free.” 


Secretary Charles Schwartz re- | 
plied that the board “would take | 


it (the proposal) very seriously un- 
der advisement.” 
retorted: “They shouldn't give it 
‘serious advisement’ but should do 
it!’ Martin, who holds 59,000 
shares of Col common, also remind- 
ed the management of a suggestion 
he made at last year’s meet that the 
company buy 200,000 shares of its 
stock on the open market to re- 
its capitalization. ‘“‘At that 
time, he said with amusement, “‘it 
was selling at $13.” 

In the course of the one-hour 
session, attended by some 50 share- 
and management reps, 
nine directors were overwhelming- 
ly elected to serve for the ensuing 
year. They include prexy Harry 
Cohn, veepee Jack Cohn, veepee- 
treasurer Schneider, ad-pub vee- 
pee Nate B. Spingold. sales veepee 
Abe Montague, as well as Leo M. 


: Blancke, Alfred Hart and Abraham 


M. Sonnabend. Jack Cohn presided 
over the meet. 








Lip Sync 


Continued from page 5 








tiating with several French pro- 
ducers for what he terms “post- 
synchronization” ce - production 
deals. According to Riethof, who 
returned this week from a six- 
week European jaunt, his company 
would provide the French _ pro- 
ducers with an American script. 

He stressed that most French ac- 
tors can speak adequate English. 
“While they have an accent.” he 
explained, “they'll be able to pro- 
vide the correct lip movements 
In the U. S. our actors will then 
be able to perfect synchronization 
and eliminate the typical objec- 
tions voiced against dubbed pic- 
Riethof himself expects to 
be on hand during the production 
of experimental shooting in France 
so that he can keep an eye on the 
slated for the American 
market. 

As a representative of Parkway 
company backed by Baltimore ex- 
hibitor Milton Schwaber, Riethof 
currently has three French 
tures readv for dubbing old 
method) and thereafter will seek 
a releasing deal. He's transformed 
such films as “Anna,” “Bitter 
“Rice.” and “Heidi” for the Eng- 
lish-language market 


‘Canvas Exhibs for Facts on Dailies; 


Industry Wants Run-of-Paper Rates 











Acad Eyes Foreign Pix 
Hollywood, Dtc. 22. 

Charles Brackett, Academy 
prexy, appainted Walter 
Reisch chairman of the For- 
eign Language Fitm Commit- 
tee for the 26th Oscar Derby 
next March. 

Other members of the com- 
mittee are Daniei B. Cathcart, 
Addison Durland, William 
Feeder, William Gordon, Steve 
Goodman, Ely Levy, Luigi 
Luraschi, Roy Metzler, Rudolf 
Monta, Car] Schaefer, Geof- 
frey Shurlock, Claire Trevor 
and Robert Vogel. 











To this Martin | 


pic- 





MY, Talent 





Continued from page 5 


“Battle Cry” and 
liam Orr, studio 
Gotham to. assist 
search for performers for “Bat 
tle Cry” while Henry Ginsburg, 
who 1s iated with 
Stevens in the production of Fdna 
Ferber’s “Giant,” is in N. Y. on a 
similar mission for the latter 

WB's talent department, in o1 


“Giant.” Wil 
executive 
Maver 


is 


in 


assoc 


le 
Cy 


to get a look at the most appro- 
priate talent for “Giant,” has sent 
copies of the book to leading 
agents both in N. Y. and on the 
Coast. “By making copies of 
‘Giant’ available to the various 
agents,’ said Ginsberg, ‘we hope 
to encourage every agent in town 


to assist and cooperate in finding 
the most ideal prospects to fill all 
the important roles in the picture.” 
If they'll trouble to read the book 
agents can get a better idea of the 
talent best suited for the various 
parts. 


in 
the 


George 


NEGOTIATIONS ON FOR | 
CINERAMA IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 15. 

Hush-hush moves are being made 
to bring Cinerama to London next 
year. If present negotiations jell. 
it will be introduced here by a 
prominent legit manager. Negotia- 
tions which had been going on 
across the Atlantic for some time 
are reported as being brought a 
stage nearer fruition whem Prince 
Littler recently went to America. 
It is understood that he talked with 
toppers with the intention of pro- 
moting a deal to bring Cinerama 
to his Stoll Theatre in Kingsway. 

This house, with a capacity of 
more than 2,000 seats, has not 
housed a straight legit production 
since “Porgy and Bess’ played 
there a year ago. When Cinerama 
was first launched on Broadway, 
Sir Alexander Korda, the London 
Film Productions boss, endeavored 
to get British rights to the process 
but the deal was stymied by the 
Board of Trade, who refused an 
import license for equipment. Un- 
less the equipment could now be 
obtained lecally. Board of Trade 
sanction will still be required. 


Cinerama Readies St. Louis 
St. Louis. Deg. 22 


—_—. 


Cinerama, Inc., of Missouri, an 
affiliate of the Stanley Warner 
Cinerama Corp., has leased the 


Ambassador, a 3,000 downtown de- 
luxer, from the (Fanchon & Mar- 
co! St. Louis Amusement Co. Al- 
terations will be completed late 
next month. 


Local Citizens Rally 
To Aid Reopened House 


Norwalk, Dec. 22 

A citizens’ committee headed by 
Dr. Harry H. Hefferan, local den- 
tist, is at work here helping to 
put the operation of the Norwalk 
Theatre on a successful basis when 
it reopens Saturday (26). House 
dark three years, has been taken 
over by Robert C. Spodick, Leon- 
ard Sampson and Norman Bialek 

The localites are up 
store windows and trying other ex- 
ploitation approaches in behalf of 
the theatre, including moves to 
enlist press and radio support. 
Metro is cooperating by permitting 
the house to have the Connecticut 
premiere “Easy to Love 





dressing 


ot 





. ‘ bJ . 

Legion ‘B’ to Nine 
Cou of new pic classific 
lists published by the 


ile 
Nationa 
gion of Decency shows an unusu 
ally large number of f1 s in the 
Legion's “B" category. meanin 
jectionable in = part 
Total of nine entries 
sified 


for evervone 
as thi . clas 

Columbia leads with three— 
“Bad for Each Other.” “Hot Blood’ 
now “The Wild One and 
Sadie Thompson Others 
Paramount's ‘“Forevet Female 
United « Artists’ “The Man Be 
tween.”°> 2ZOth-Fox’ “Man Craz: 
Warners’ “Three Sailors 
Girl,” Universal's “Forbidden” and 
IFE's “Fugitive in Trieste 


\liss 


re 
ale 


and a 


Trueman Rembusch Tapped 
Trueman T. Rembusch, former! 
one of the three cochairmen 


ol 1c 


Council of Motion Picture Organi 
zations, has been named head ot 
COMPO’'s Tax Repeal Campaign 
Committee for Indiana 
Appointment was made by Ro 
Kalver, president of Indiana Allied 


‘ 
' Theatres, 





The motion picture industry's 
perennial drive for elimination of 
the special—and high—amusement 
rate in newspapers has. been 


quietly revived. Theatre Owners of 
America and the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America are both canvas- 
sing local theatres throughout the 
country to ascertain rate policies 
of the various newspapers. Posi- 
tion of theatres is that fiim thea- 
tre advertising should be placed 
in the same run-of-paper rate cate- 
gory enjoyed by department stores. 

Rate reduction campaign, active 
prior to recent technical (wide- 
screen, etc.) changes, was some- 
what forgotten during the hectic 
dimensional revolution. However, 
the pix industry experienced few 
rate rises during the past 10 
months. Whenever a new acvertis- 
ing contract came up for renewal, 
talks were held with newspaper 


| publishers relating to the obtain- 


ing of parity in line rates. In 
some cases there were voluntary 
grants of run-of-paper. Only last 
week the Bergen Evening Record, 
52,000-plus circulation New Jersey 
daily, abandoned the practice of 
treating amusement advertising as 
a special classification at high flat 
rate, in many cases the highest 
rate charged to any advertiser. 
After Jan. 1 all theatre and amuse- 
ment advertising will be accepted 
by the Bergen Evening Record at 
the same transient and contract 
rates which will apply to all other 
display advertising. 

Theatre chain ad directors 
there might be some rate increases 
in the future, especially in New 
York, where newspapers are sup- 
posedly out to compensate for the 
losses incurred during the recent 
strike and the increased labor 
costs. Strike indicated to pix and 
theatre advertisers that the news- 
papers were their first line of sell- 
ing but at same time it pointed 
up the fact that radio and TV can 
be employed as potent supplie- 
mental media. istribs and thea- 
tres which resorted to radio and 
TV during the newspaper blackout 
fared better than those thet neg- 
lected the sources. As a result, 
there's indication that ad budgets 
may be upped for greater use of 
radio and TV. 


6 FROM FILM COLONY 
IN TORNADO BENEFITS 


Hollywood, Dec. 22 

Hollywood Co-ordinating Com 
mittee sent six volunteers to put on 
benefit shows in Mississippi and 
Louisiana for homeless victims of 
the Vicksburg tornado 

Players, divided into two units, 
were Jerry Colonna, Julia Adams, 
Mari Blanchard, Mamie Van Doren 
and William and Lucille Demarest. 
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‘Caesar’ Ducats En Bloc 
For School Kids, S5c 


Chicago. Dec. 22 
Metro office here is soliciting 
school parties for “Julius Caesar 
matinees on any date, including 
Saturdays, after Jan. 11. Gi : 
of 25 students of any level pul 
or private school, accompanied b) 
teacher. will be admitted for a 
cut-rate 85c each. Same thing 
being done for the pie else ere 
nthe countrv and has been acone 
the past with Hamlet “He 
\ and others to bolster matine 
hie 
Caesar.” whic! 1s Slate } to 
cpen the Selwyn The ‘ LD) 
25. has already been screened f 
the Board of Education, which has 
approved it and offered full coop- 
cration 
° 
UI Rushes 2 Tinters 
Hollywood, De 22 
More than 600 construct! 
workers are earning Chri 
‘spending money on the UI lot 
veek, rushing completion of 14 
large exterior and interior sets 1 
two upcoming Technicoior 
duction 
Six of the ‘ts, including 
dieval castle and moat, will b 
n Men of fron,” starring Tor 
Curtis and Janet Le () 
ire for “Sign of the P 
Jeff Chandler and Lit I 
rina in lop rales. 
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Film Reviews 


- Continued from page 6 cae 


The Wild One Man In The Attic 
to hop in his automobile and go (SONGS) 
for help, although they are pic- — 
tured as free to go strolling. ke 
Logic may be beside the point, 
since’ emotional merchandise can 
still be potent in profitmaking with- 
out too close adherence to reality. 
Also beside the point is the im-/® 
ression of life in the United 
tates which this release may leave 
with the rest of the world. Early 
in the dialog there’s a squarer for 
the sensitivities of the American 
motorcyc!e manufacturers, a PpO0- 
liceman observing, “These charac- 
ters give guys on cycles a_ bad 
name.” Yeah, man. 
The young cyclists are a motley | 


| 








Remake of ‘The _ Lodger, 
Jack ‘the Ripper thriller, 
launches new Panoramic Pro- 
ductions program for smaller 
situations. 


Hollywood, Dec. 18. 


20th-Fox release of Panoramic (Leonard 
Goldstein) production, produced by Rob- 
ert L. Jacks. Stars Jack Palance;*co-stars 
Constance Smith Byron Palmer; features 
Frances Bav-er. Rhys Williams. Directed 
by Hugo Fregonese. Screenplay, Robert 
Fresnell Jr., Barre Lyndon; from The 
Lodger” by Mary Belloc Lowndes; cam- 
era, Leo Tover; editor, Marjorie Fowler; 
musical direction, Lionel Newman; chore- 





15, 53. Running time, 81 MINS. 


arrving | Slade wee eh eke Jack Palance | 
mob of jivesters, some carrying riRy BOmner - ..cccccees Constance Smith | 
their own female cargo. Much Qgiv-| Paul Warwick ........... Byron Palmer 


i imicry pre ar ... Frances Bavier 
ing to showoff antics and mimicry, | Helen Harley» ....... Frances 


William Herrley ......... Rhys Wiiliams | 


Sean McClory 


they also drink beer in vast ae Ist Constable 
| 


tities and incessantly deposit| 2nd Constable ........... Leslie erred 
‘aap ss sas . eS ge oo a eer errr ita $ 
nickels in jukeboxes Reckless, im Inspector Melville ...... Leslie Mathews | 


pudent, crue! and knife-carrying, | Sergeant Bates 
they break and borrow things and Annie jRow:ey 
drive motorcycles into and through _ giegy geese Siva apres pdeps 
saloons. Some of them affect prop} ; 
whiskers and outlandish pirate 
garb for touring the highways. | 
They are hellers one and all. Not 
one of them apparently was ever | 
loved by his mama. As types they 
vividly suggest the vandals de- 
scribed in a recent VARIETY news| 


ee Teh. Lisa Daniels 
Isabel Jewell | 


Panoramic Productions, new out- | 
fit headed by Leonard Goldstein, | 
digs into the remake field to launch | 
its program of offerings, which 
20th-Fox will distribute, for the 


account. Exhibitors will readily | smaller situations. Since a majority | 
identify Brando's chums as SPII-| of the country’s theatres are not. 
itual kinsmen of — ee ee the de luxer class, Panoramic | 
delinquents trom the balcony | Will be filling a basic exhibition | 
foyer. /need for well-made, medium-budg- | 

And yet this is the impres- eted product. However, it probably | 


sion the story leaves: however in- 
tolerable and barbarian the cyclists | 

; s vicious , 
and pce -~ agg ‘the “wightante” |‘“Man in the Attic” has good pro- 
spirit which develops among the duction values, competent perfor- 
merchants of the village. Big mances and a general pattern of 
bruisers twice the size of the | pudget Citi th enna | 


young cyclists, these adults readily 
laa cewoeiiie beat Brando to a pulp 4 cut above the usual programmer | 
1 2 level. 


and then later try to frame him 
by their silence for a manslaughter, pretty much a straight remake 
rap of which he was innocent. and of 20th-Fox’s 1944 “The Lodger,” | 
they know he was innocent. Only! Mary Belloc Lowndes’ old shocker | 
a grudging last-minute speaking about Jack, the Ripper. Barre Lyn- | 
out saves the boy, so at the end! don, who scripted the oldie, also | 
he can manage that wispy smile. | draws screenplay credit on this) 
Picture was made some time ago new version with Robert Presnell, | 
and has had three titles in suc- Jr. It 1s to director Hugo Frego- 
cession, “Cyclists Raid.” “The Wild nese’s credit that he makes so 
One” and “Hot Blood.” Admitted- much of an old-hat tale. © Direction | 
ly the subject matter is novel and creates a mood that almost puts the | 
bespeaks the perceptive imagina- pictufe over big and most. of the 
tion of producer Kramer. The players respond to Fregonese’s | 
picture packs punch. No denying guidance with performances which | 
that. It’s undoubtedly a major, lift many scenes to thriller pitch. | 
count for the attraction that Brando! Starring as the psychotic killer. 
has recently grown in boxoffice’) who roams London's streets at | 
pull. Much is owing the taut di- night slicing up femmes is Jack | 
rection of Laslo Benedek and the palance. His physical appearance | 
shrewd scene evaluations of editor and talent put the role over effec- | 
tively. Co-starring is Constance | 


Al Clark. Add. too, the mood- 
heightening score of Leith Stevens | Smith. the musical comedy actress | 
as conducted by Morris Stoloff. who has a sympathetic interest in. 

All performances are highly! the killer, an interest fortunately | 
competent. The star convincingly returned by Palance because it 
makes the moral of the story, that saves her from his knife at the | 
he is a young man so brutalized in’ finale and sends him to a suicide ; 
his childhood that he literally can-|end in the Thames. Miss Smith | 
not respond to affection nor express | is very good in all phases of her | 
gratitude when the girl saves him role except when playing musical | 
in the end by browbeating her| comedy in the play-within-a-play | 
weakling dad. the village con-| sequences. She has the figure but 
stable. into coming clean to the / not the talents for tune-terp chores. 
county sheriff, who finally shows 
up. Brando is leader of a mob of 
30 motorcyclists. Where they came | 
from, apart from loveless homes, | 
and how they exist or pay for gas} 
and beer and food (‘and they do 
pay for everything!) is not cleared 
up. The gang simply rides in over | 
the horizon. From nowhere, go- 
ing nowhere. Just hellers. A sec- 
ond band of ruffians comes along | 
later and complicates the plot by 
a little gang warfare. The second 
group is led by a colorful young 
character named Lee Marvin. 

The femme interest is intelli- 
gently managed by Mary Murphy. 
Motivated by a desperate need to 
escape from the heer tavern en- 
vironment where she works for her 
uncle, the girl makes a romantic 
pitch at Brando. But he don't feel 
nuttin’, remember, just nuttin’. His 
mama never loved him. 

Robert Keith is excellent as the 
mush-soft village constable, and a 
variety of simallj parts are all com- 


would have been smarter to test its | 
wings with new material. Even so, 


These sequences are out of place | 
in the picture, anyway. Byron 
Palmer does the Scotland Yard is- 
spector who falls for Miss Smith 
while hunting Palance, but the) 
character hasn’t as much authority 
as it requires. 
Frances Bavier and Rhys Wil- 
| liams, the couple that rents a room | 
to the ripper, are sock, leavening | 
the melodramatics with many light | 
moments. Sean McClory and Les- | 
lie Bradley, as two constables; Tita | 
Phillips, a frightened maid; Lilian | 
|Bond, Lisa Daniels and_ Isabel | 
Jewell, as victims of the killer, are | 
good, particularly Miss Daniels, 
who leaves a most favorable im- 
pression as a sweet-voiced Irish 
girl. 
The Robert L. Jacks production 
achieves excellent atmospheric val- | 
ues. So does Leo Tover’s photog- | 
raphy, the settings and other tech- 
nical contributions. Brog. 


White Mane 





Artistic values make this a 
natural for bookings in the 
specialized houses. Has wide 
potential appeal. 





William L. Snyder presentation of an 
Albert Lamorisse film. Features Alain 
Emery. Direction and original screenplay, 
Lamorisse; adapted by Denys Colomb de 
Daunent; commentary, Lamorisse and 
James Agee; spoken by Frank Silvera; 
music by Maurice Le Roux. Previewed at 
the Museum of Modern Art, N.Y., Dec. 
17, ’53. Running time, 40 MINS. 


Every once in a while there 
comes along a film lensed with 
such skill and expert understand- 
ing of the true potential of the 
camera that it is distinctive 4s 
much for the manner of its execu- 
tion as for the story it tells. “White 
Mane,” a short feature import from 





ography. Wiletta Smith, Previewed Dec. | 


ocnten ener Harry Cording | 
Lillian. Bond | 


France, falls into that category. 
Beautifully and sensitively han- 
dled, this is the kind of semi-docu- 
mentary on which the arties thrive 
and which could prove a strong 
draw also in regular situations. It’s 
a natural for youngsters and yet 


‘has plenty of appeal for adult audi- 
| ences who will acclaim it for many 


striking qualities. 

“White Mane” is the story of a 
boy who falls in love with a white 
stallion, the leader of a herd of 
wild horses in the deserted region 
of southern France where the river 
Rhone reaches the sea. Local 
ranchers repeatedly try to catch 
White Mane, but the proud animal 
escapes them every time. Eventu- 
ally, the boy and the horse become 
friends. The men come after White 
Mane again, there is a chase, the 
horse and its young rider plunge 
into the river and are swept out 
to sea. 


This may sound deceptively sim- 
ple. Actually, it is in the photo- 
graphic handling of the subject 
that its true excellence emerges. 
The background is a picturesque 
and lonely region reminiscent of 
the Lonisiana country. The bw, 
played by Alain Emery, is appeal- 
ing and completely naturat. The 
horse, fiery and magnificent. is a 
joy to the eye as the camera studies 
its graceful motions. Frank Silvera 
is the narrator in the film in which 
few words are spoken. Maurice Le 
Roux’s music is strikingly apt. 

It is the camera that does the 
talking most of the time.  La- 
morisse, an expert craftsman with 
a flair for both sweep and imagina- 
tive detail, has captured many ex- 
citing scenes and they are matched 
by tender almost poetic. ones. 
There are the rousing shots of the 
two stallions fighting and the boy 
being dragged through mud and 
shallow water as he captures the 
horse. And there is the unspoiled 
charm of a two year old following 
the progress of a turtle and of the 
boy astride his horse, chasing a 
rabbit over a mud-caked beach. 
The composition of Lamorisse’s 
shots is forever intriguing and 
thrilling and reminds occasionally 
of a series of masterfully-posed 
still photographs. 

It isn’t at all surprising that 
“White Mane” should have received 
the Grand Prize at Cannes this 
year. Every minute of it has a 
unique quality that makes it com- 
parable with the effects achieved 
by some of the great masters of the 
camera. The running time presents 


a problem to exhibs. Actually, to | 
| Slant the film more to juve audi- 


ences, it would not hurt to cut 
some feet from the scene showing 
the stallions going at one-another 
with teeth and hoofs, a spectacle 
that might prove upsetting to some 
younger patrons. The final chase 


, also could be tightened up although 


the climactic shots are a rare pho- 
tographic treat. Hift. 


METRO HAS PLACED 80 
AT RADIO CITY (16 YRS) 


Metro’s 30th anni special, 
“Knights of the Round Table,” its 
first CinemaScope entry, will be 
the company’s 80th picture to play 
the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
over a 16-year span. Pic bows at 
the Hall early in January. 

M-G’'s romance with the Rocke- 
feller showcase began in 1938 with 





‘“Young Dr. Kildare.” 














mendable. The county sheriff is 
the nicest guy in the film, and 
nearly the only one. He's imper- 
sonated with professional sincerity 
by the old vaudeman, J. C. Flip- 
pen. | 

A picture with so many solid | 
merits cannot be dismissed simply | 
because it derives its power from | 
a cesspool of unattractive traits 





CinemaScope widescreen lens 


20th-Fox short, ‘Vesuvius Express.” 
Otto Lang and cameraman Char 
crack express train from Milan to Naples (it’s been discontinued 


Italo in (Scope a Wow Travelog 


is put to impressive use in the 
Filmed in Italy by producer 
les Clarke, the subject uses the 


| since) on which to hang a fascinating cinematic sightseeing 
and accents the downbeat on hu-}| tour 
P : le 2 O'e ok aoneting . P 7 ~ 
eset tens storie Sake Ae ane rhere remains now no question what CinmeaScope ean do for 
iZ > JSS i “xXC1 g jus » ae . 
film is, many people are so oh ~ such a travelog. Taken in the wide scope and brought close 
- « i al > 4 ° ene . 
be offended by the unrelieved up, landscapes and historic landmarks are exciting in excellent 
‘ “ as ‘ye > “hwe ~ aw ; . , « .n 4 
grimness. Land. color. One shot rivals the next in beauty and composition to 


“Act Of Love”: Running time of tion. 
UA release was omitted tn last 


week's review. It's 108 Minutes. ! 


Short is a real treat and is excellent theatre material. 


= make this a highly enjoyable and unquestionably popular attrac- 
C’Scope is plainly second best way to see Italy as camera 
focuses on four great cities—Milan, Florence, 


Rome and Naples. 
Hift. 














a $65,000 Feature | 


t= Continued from page 3 








known to film-goers. And, between 
them, they manage to keep the 
unit’s overhead at a low figure by 
co-producing, co-directing and co- 
writing their pix. 

“Raid” is based on an episode 
in World War {I when commando 
troops slipped into France to knock 
out a communications center and 
pave the way for an assault the 
following day. Its action covers a 
period of 24 hours and the 16-day 
shooting schedule was so arranged 
to simulate § actual conditions. 
Thus, a scene depicting action at 
5 P.M. was actually shot at 5 P.M. 
| Unlike most new_ producers, 
| Lyon and Bartlett make no claim 
| that “Dieppe Raid” will be one of 
ithe year’s great pictures, or even 
| that it will turn out to be a sleeper. 
| They merely believe it is good en- 
| tertainment. 

Pic, using all unknowns, was 
;shot on a budget of $65,000. No 
‘release has been set, but the part- 
|ners have had some offers for out- 
'right purchase and expect to reach 
/a decision in another week or so, 
‘after scoring has been completed. 
| Once “Raid” is out of the way, 
|Enterprise Cinema Productions 
| will move on to “Calliope,” a car- 
/nival story which will be shot on 
location. The budget on that one 
will be a little higher than “Raid,” 
but Lyon and Bartlett don’t an- 
ticipate any startling increases in 
expenses in subsequent pictures. 


Final quote: ‘Good pictures 





aren’t necessarily expensive pic- 
tures—and vice versa.” 
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Sadie’ & Memphis 
“amas COMtinued from page 5 


was declared unfit for Memphis by 
the same censor. The case was lost 
on a technical count—UA was 
found corporately unqualified to 
institute an action in Tennessee 
courts—after close to $100,000 was 
spent on the appeal. 


The “Thompson” matter could 
have significant repercussions so 
far as Binford’s political life is 
concerned, it’s believed. Memphis’ 
two dailies, the Commercial Ap- 
peal and Press Scimitar, have un- 
capped new editorial blasts at the 
antiquated censor. These point up 
that the films which Memphisites 
may see are subject to the whims 
of one man. if the press raps suc- 
ceed in sufficiently stirring the lo- 
cal public, it’s seen possible that a 
move to check his powers might 
get underway. 


In the case of previously nixed 
pix, as ‘“Curiy,” there wasn’t 
enough public interest to matter 
one way or the other. 


‘Not a Clean Spot in It’ 
Memphis, Dec. 22 
Lloyd T. Binford, worldfamed 
censor of this river metropolis, was 
invited by VARIETY to comment on 
his banning of Columbia’s “Sadie 


Thompson” starring Rita Hay- 
worth. As articulate as he is 
opinionated, the 88-year-old (last 


week) snipper flatly declared: “This 
picture is the dirtiest I have ever 
seen—there isn’t a clean spot in 
iy 

He went on: “It violates every 
| section of our city moral code. It’s 
| rotten, lewd, immoral, just a plain 
| raw, dirty picture, that’s all. And 
| what’s more, it’s a direct slam on 
| religion. It should be banned with 
| 
| 
| 





or without this filthy dance scene.” 

Other members of the Memphis 
board would have passed “Sadie 
Thompson” if Columbia had been 
willing to cut the scene before a 
group of United Statés Marines. 

Columbia’s New York office 
turned thumbs down on this sug- 
gestion and said through their 
Memphis rep, Norman Colquhoun, 
“we're through cutting our pictures 
for censors—either the pic plays in 
its entirety or it won’t play this 
special Memphis key city run at 
ail.” 

Binford also told Variety in in- 
terview at his home here where he 
now maintains his office headquar- 
ters, ‘‘despite rumors on Memphis 
film row, the picture ‘Moon Is 
Blue’ will never play here while I 
am alive.” He okayed the stage 
version some years ago. Says Bin- 
ford: “The play was different and 
only for adults but the picture is 
not for children. I have never 
backed down on banning a picture 
yet and I am not going to change 
my mind now after 27 years as 
(head of the Memphis censor 
| board.” 
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TOLL-TV ECONOMICS 
UNSOUND: SCHWART? 


Subscription-television may work 
technically, but it isn’t economic. 
ally practical. That's the opinion of 
Fred J. Schwartz, Century circuit 
topper. 


Schwartz said in N. Y. Monday 
(21) that he didn’t think tollvieyw. 
ing would ever amount to much, 
“The Federal . Communications 
Commission may approve: it, but 
they are mostly engineers. The 
know very little about distribution, 
And that’s where the snag is going 
to come,” he observed. 


Other exhibs, such as S. H. Fa. 
bian, have taken a different ap. 
proach and have actually discusseq 
cooperation with subscription-video 
with execs of Skiatron which spon- 
sors the Subscriber-Vision pay-as. 
you-see system. Schwartz, who is 
working closely with Fabian in try. 
ing to get theatre TV rolling again, 
said he wasn’t interested in talking 
to the toll TV people. 
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ever, top executives of both com. 
panies have delayed in issuing defi- 
nite policies. 

Metro sales topper. Charles 
Reagan, queried again this week, 
said: “We haven’t resolved the 
problem yet.” With “Knights of 
the Round Table,” Metro’s’ first 
c’Scoper opening in about a dozen 
situations starting Friday (25), 
Reagan said they were all theatres 
where C’Scope pix had already 
played and hence the. sound ques- 
tion was not an immediate prob- 
lem. He said the general release 
date of the picture depended on 
the speed with which the company 
could get prints ready. At that 
time, Reagan said, ‘“‘we’ll make a 
statement regarding our policy.” 

Meanwhile, exhibs who are 
adamant against the use of stere- 
ophonic sound, are reportedly 
weighing the use of a mixer. De- 
vice channels’ the four-track 
sound into a single horn. Reac- 
tion.of 20th-Fox, which has been 
insistent that C’Scope pix be pre- 
sented with four-track’ sound, is 
still undetermined. General atti- 
tude of 20th relating to the sound 
question is expected to be clarified 
when prexy Spyros Skouras re- 
turns from abroad shortly. During 
Skouras’ absence the exhib attacks 
on 20th have increased. The con- 
tinuing pressure and beefs, it’s be- 
lieved, were instrumental in forc- 
ing 20th to alter its policy in in- 
sisting on specially - approved 
C’Scope screens. Exhibs are hop- 
ing the same pressure will result 
in capitulation on the sound con- 
troversy. 
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ance given by some execs in pro- 
duction-distribution that fewer 
but better pictures will keep the- 
atres going via extended runs. 
“This principle sounds fine,” 
stated one exhib leader. He added: 
“But I’m afraid the proportion of 
good and poor pictures will re- 
main the same. Consequently, cuts 
in overall production schedules can 
only mean a lesser number of both 
types of film, good and bad. I don't 
mind the drop in inferior product 
but I certainly fear the drop in 
good pictures.” 

Third dimension still has many 
friends among exhibitors. Three-D 
is an added value but on condition 
that the film has quality, many 
said. They figure that early 3-D 
quickies stirred considerable pub- 
lic resentment but good 3-D ers 
from now on—“Kiss Me Kate” was 
cited numerously—can_ serve (to 
change this public attitude. Hel!p- 
ful economically for 3-D will be 
adoption of a single-projector sys- 
tem, such as the Moropticon oF 
Nord process, theatremen point 
out. 

Interesting note was made by 
some exhibitors anent the “B’’ pic- 
ture. Hollywood’s stress on ine 
portant films, the competition from 
television and the widening £4? 
between “A” and “B” product at 
the boxoffice have had many - 
the trade writing an obit for Ho!- 
lywood’s “B”’s. Not so, in some 
exhib opinion. It’s believed that 
theatres which will not or cannot 
switch to widescreen pix and 
stereosound, driveins included, will 





| 


‘continue to serve as a sufficient 
market for the lesser-scale product. 
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THE LSP 
in ‘4 -[) 


Only once in a boo-moon comes a short 





Paramount presents 


Casper 


The Friendly Ghost in 


Boo-Moon 
3-D and Color by 


Technicolor 
Produced by Famous Studios 





with feature selling power like this one. 





Casper’s in 3-Dimension now...no other 
ghost can make that claim! He trips 






to the moon, capers thru the cosmos, 
spreads a galaxy of laughs in The 
Greatest Short On Earth! Available now... 





And now delighti 


POPEYE-ACE OF SPACE...in 3-D 
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(Continued from page 8) 
(UA) and “Man From Tangier” 
(UA), $5,400. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Sharp River” (UA) and “Dono- 
van’s Brain” (UA). Oke $6,000. 
Last week, “Diamond Queen” (WB) 


and “Captain Scarface” (Indie), 
$6,600. 
Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 55-85)— 


“Tumbleweed” ‘U). 
Last week, “Flight 


aA 2A 


Fairish $4,000. 
to Tangier” 


Palace (RKO) 
“Gun Fury” (2-d) (Col). 


(2,600; 55-85)— 
Pleasing 


$7,500. Last week, “Torch Song”) 


(M-G), $8,000. 


D.C. Slow; ‘Tumbleweed’ 
$7,090, ‘Diamond’ 636 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

Pre-Xmas is slipping film biz 
here this round. Current week is 
particularly brutal on new bills al- 
though there are few of them. Both 
“Diamond Queen” at the Met and 
“Tumbleweed” at Keith's are mild. 
“Millionaire” is rated steady in 
fifth ‘final) week at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew’s) ‘3,434; _60-85)— 
“Escape from Ft. Bravo” (Mf/-G) ‘2d 
wk). Mild 10,000 for final 5 days 
after okay $20,000 last week. 

Columbia ‘Loew’s) (1.714: 55-85 
—‘Take High Ground” (M-G) ‘4th- 
final wk). Tapered off to slim $3.- 
500 after $4.500 last week, 
moves. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) :372: 90-$1.20'\— 
“\lartin Luther” ‘Indie) ‘8th-final 
wki. Winds run at $2,800 after 
okay $3.500 last week.. 

Keith’s RKO) (1.939: 70-$I}—- 
“Tumbleweed” ‘RKO’. Mild $7,000, 
with holiday shopping hurting. 
Last week. “Glass Web” ‘U', dis- 
appointing $7.500. : 

Metropolitan SW) ‘1.200; 55-85) 
—‘Diamond Queen” (WB). Mod- 
est $6500. Last week. “Hondo” 
(WB? '3D? 3d wk). $6.300. 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 74-$1.20 
—“How Marry Millionaire” ‘20th 
‘Sth-final wk Steady $11.000 af- 
ter $14.000 last week. 

Playhouse Lopert 
— “Roman Holiday” 'P: 
na! wk Weak $2,800 
last round. 

Warner SW 
—Cinerama” 
Fine $14.500 
week. 

Trans-Lux T-L) 600; 90-$1.25) 
—*“Eternity” ‘Col) (17th wk’. Siim 
$4.000 after $4.400 last week. 





55-$1 
ar) ‘12th-fi- 
after $3.000 


435; 


Indie 
after 


jth wk 


$15,000 last 





‘Diamond’ Paces Denver, 
$10,000; ‘Kate’ 5G, 3d 
Denver, Dec. 22 
Biz is way off currently with 
Queen” 


mount doing near a\ 


a 


at ar 
erage trade 
ba enough 
t a snowstorm and cold wave 3 
Mon.; further 
“Jack Slade held 
second Denham 
Estimates fer This Week 

Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.200; 50- 
€5\—"'Kiss Me Kate M-G) (3d 
wk). Fair $5.000. Last week, $7.500 
Denham (‘Cockrill) (1,750: 
— Jack Slade AA) (2d wki. 
$6.000. Last w $7.000. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 
“Border River Ll) and 
hearts on Parade” (Rep). 


es- 
DIZ. 
take in 


Xmas shopping was 
k 


clipped 
to ialr 


stanza 


50-85 


Fair 


50-85 )-— 
“Sweet- 
Slow $6.- 


000. Last week, “Millionaire” 
(20th) (3d wk’, $6,000 in 4 days. 
Esquire ‘Fox) (742; $1)—'‘Mil- 


lionatre” (20th), after three weeks 
at Denver. Mild $2,000. Last week, 
“The Robe” (20th) (3d wk 4 days), 
alter 6 weeks at Denver $2,000. 
Orpheum ‘RKO) ‘2,600; 50-85)— 


“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
“Affair Monte Carlo” (AA). Poor 
$6,000. Last week, “Appointment 


in Honduras” (RKO) and “Twin 
(Indie), $10,000. 
Paramount ‘Wolfberg) (2.200: 
50-85)\—""Diamond Queen” (WB) 
and “Fallen Angel” (20th) (reissue). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “Back to 


Troubles 


God's Country” (U) and “¥ank in 
R.A.F.” (20th) (reissue), $11,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)— 
“Capt. Smith and Pocahontas” 
‘(UA)’ and “Fake” (UA.). Poor 
$2,500. Last week, “Donovan's 
Brain” (UA) and “Shark River” 
(UA), $4,500. 

Weber ‘Bailey) (750; 50-85)— 
“Capt. Smith, Pocahontas” (UA 


and “Fake” (UA). Dim $1,000. Last 
veek, “Donovan's Brain” (UA) and 
‘Shark River” (UA), $1,500. 


and 


1.300: $1.20-$2.80) ' 


‘Omaha Slow But ‘City’ 
Crisp $6,000; ‘Web’ OK 
5G, ‘Slade’ Small 96 


Omaha, Dec. 22. 
The usval dull _ pre-Christmas 
days are taking their tajhthis week 
as exhibs maneuver. re Sin 
their strong, pix ; 





new OF ri@ay. 
“Glass Web” at the State gz ty 
That Never Sleeps” at™Brandeis 


‘shape standout, each getting gcc 
i totals. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)— 


“City That Never Sleeps” (Rep) 
and “5.000 Fingers’ (Col). Nice 
$6,000. Last week, “Appointment 


| Honduras” (RKO) and “Marry Me 
Again” (RKO), $5,500. 

Omaha ‘Tristates) (2.000: 50-76) 
—‘Man from Alamo” ‘(U) and 


“Lugosi Meets Brooklyn Gorilla” | 
week, | 


(Indie). Lean $5,500. Last 
“Vicki” (20th) and “Miss Robin 
Crusoe” (20th), $5,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2.890: 65- 
85'\—“‘Jack Slade” (AA) and “Pri- 
vate Eye’ (AA). Fairish $9,000. Last 
week, “Redheads Seattle” (Par) 
(2-D) and “Flight To Tangier” 


(Par) (2-D), $8,500. 


State (Goldberg) (875; 50-80)— 
“Glass Web” (U) and “Penny Prin- 
cess” (U). Okay $5,000. Last week. 
“Gun Fury” (Col) and “Prisoners 
Casbah” ‘Col), $4,000. 


Buff Biz on Skids But 
‘Ground’ Firm at $9,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
First-run biz is hitting bottom 
here this stanza, with usual pre- 
holiday dip abeut same as in re- 
cent years. There are no hold- 
overs but not a bright spot 
shows among newcomers. Biggest 





money is going to “Take High 
Ground” at the. Buffalo but it is 
only fair. Also on the dull side 


is “Sins of Jezebel’ at the Center. 
Estimates for This Week 
' Buffale ‘Loew’s) 
“Take High Ground” 
“Topeka” (AA). 
week, “All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) 
and “Fert Algiers” (U), $12,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000: 40-70)— 
‘Flight Nurse” ‘Rep) and “Crazy- 
legs” ‘Rep’. Slow $7.500. Last 
week. “The Actress” ‘(M-G) and 
“Half a Hero” i(M-G), $9,200. 
Center (Par) (3.000; 40-70)— 
‘Sins of Jezebel’ (Lip) and ““Man 
from Cairo” (Lip). Drab $8.000 in 
9 days. Last week. “Hordo” (WB) 
3d wk), $6,500 at 65c-85c scale. 
Lafayette | Basil) 
“Back to God's Country” ‘U) and 
‘Veils of Bagdad” ‘U). Slow $6,000 
Last week. “Conquest Cochnies” 
Col) and “Combat Squad” ‘Col), 


$7.500. 

Century ‘Buhawk) (3.000; 50-70) 
!—*Four-Sided Triangle” Indie 
and “Thy Neighbor's Wife” (Indie). 
Droopy $6.000. Last week. 
Slade” ‘AA) and 

AA) ‘9 days), $11,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Continued from page 9 
Millionaire” (20th) (3d wk 
$17.000. Last week, $22,500. 
Warfield ‘Loew’'s) (2.656: 65-95) 
—‘ Escape Ft. Bravo’ (M-G) (2d 
vw k-3 days). Only $4,000. Last week, 
$12.500. 
Paramount (Par) (2.646: 65-95)— 


‘M-G) and 





Okay 


“Nebraskan” (Col) and “El Ala- 
mien” (Col). NSH $11,000. Last 
week, “Flight Nurse” (Rep) and 
Pil aaa Rep), $13,000 in 9 
avs 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 85-$1)— 
“Jack Slade” (Indie) and “Jenni- 
fer” (Indie). Good $9,000 or near. 
Last week, “Bad for Each Other” 
‘Col) and “Copquest of Cochise” 
(Col), $8,500. 


Esquire ‘No. Coast} (957: 65-85) 
,~~ Genghis Khan” (UA) | and 
“Guerrilla Girl” (Indie). Okay 
*$4.500. Last week, “Donovan's 


Brain” (UA) and “Man In Hiding” 
(UA), $5,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207: 
| 65-95/—" Prisoners of Casbah” 
‘Col and “Charge of Lancer” (Col). 
'Mild $6,000. Last week, “Shark 
River” (UA) and “Fort Algiers” 
UA), $7,000. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘Fan- 
fan the Tulip” (Indie) (13th wk). 
Oke $2,000. Last week, $2,100. 

Bridge (Schwarz-Reade) (399: $1- 


$1.20)—"Tonight at 8:30" (Indie). 
Opened today (Tues.). In ahead, 
“Cruel Sea” (U) (11th wk), okay 


$2,000 after $2,600 for 10th stanza, 
making highly successful longrun 
in this small arty spot. 


Larkin ‘Rosener) (400: 65-85)— 
“Magic Box” (Indie) (6th wk). Good 
$1,900. Last week, $2,200. 


‘3.000: 40-70)— | 
Fair $9.000. Last | 


3.000: 40-70)— 


“Jack | 
“Private Eves” 


HOMEOFFICE PUB-AD 


Homeoffice pub-ad staffers at 
Paramount asked for a 15% wage 
hike as negotiations for new pact 
got underway last week between 
the company and the Motion Pic- 
ture Home Office Employees 
Union, Local H-63, IATSE. 

Initial meeting between pub-ad 
veepee Jerry Pickman and union 
; topper Russell Moss was an ex- 
| ploratory session, with the union 
submitting a draft of a new pact 
to replace the two-year deal which 
expired in November. 





‘Museum Free Showing 


Of ‘Bounty’ Irks Exhibs 


Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 


Theatre owners here are beefing 
jthat a reissue playing free at the 
local Art Museum is unavailable 
to exhibitors. Film cited is Metro’s 
, “Mutiny on the Bounty.” 

Point is made that theatres 
‘throughout Ohio would like to 
play the picture, “if they could 
get it, and charge admission for it.” 
It is stressed, however, that “nc 
one thinks for a minute that people 
'will fail to attend a theatre be- 
|}eause they think they might be 
| able to see the picture for nothing 
| at the Art Museum.” 

| View is expressed in the bulle- 
tin of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio, which states that 
/reissues of the calibre of ‘“Mu- 
| tiny on the Bounty” would be wel- 
' come in light of the current prod- 
uct shortage. 


Pathe Labs Anticipate 
More Biz, 2 New Execs 


| Anticipating a greater flow of 
_both theatrical and _ television 
, business, Pathe Laboratories this 
‘week created two exec positions 
in its Coast division. 

New Pathe officials, both former 
execs of Color Corp. of Amerca, 
are-Otis W. Murray, to be Pathe 
'v.p. in charge of Coast operations, 
{and James S. Burkett, sales man- 
ager for Pathe’s Coast division un- 
der Charies Amory, Coast v.p.-sales. 

George Crane. superintendant of 
,Pathe’s Coast lab, has resigned, 
‘according to James L. Wolcott, 
Pathe exec v.p. With Pathe since 

1939, he is leaving as of Jan. 1. 
Murray, for two years a v.p.. of 

C.ulor Corp. of America (formerly 

Cinecolor), is one of the industry’s 








top color experts. Burkett is a vet | headlines that resulted doubtless | itp 
of both production and distribu- | were a strong plus for the film in) 


tion. 





Cinerama Execs in L.A. 
Holywood, Dec. 22. 

Trio of Stanley Warner Corp. 

execs—prexy S. H. (Si) Fabian, 

general manager Harry M. Kal- 

| mine, and veepee Nat Lapkin—are 


stopping off here en route to San | 
Francisco for Thursday's (25) open- | 


ing of Cinerama there. 

Toppers denied their Coast visit 
‘involved making a specific deal for 
the production of a new Cinerama 
picture. However, Lapkin,, who has 
made several Coast visits recently 
to explore production possibilities, 
will continue this activity. 
will also confer with SW 
officials in this area. 


Griffith Johnson’s Berth 
G. Griffith Johnson, recently 
elevated to a 
the Motion Picture Producers 
Assn., yesterday (21) was appointed 
by the secretary of state to serve 
on United States liaison commit- 


theatre 





tee working with UNESCO. John- | 


son was one of 18 named. He was, 
of course, nominated for the post 
by MPPA, 

He was formerly a Government 
statistician and economist. 





Veteran Exhibitor 
Edward L. Hyman 
(V.P. of AB-PT) 
has issued a ‘progress report’ on 


Strong Pix in ‘Slack’ 
Months 


* * * 


one of the many editorial 
features in the 


18th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 





UNION ASKS 15% UP 


Execs | 


vice presidency in| 
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— of exact dollar loss. “Blue” 
is headed for domestic distributics 
income of $3,500,000. Where it 
plays without restriction, the film 
is running equal at the boxoffice to 
“Moulin Rouge.” Latter pic is a 
$5,000,000 grosser. The $1,500,- 
000 differential is due to the fact 
that “Blue” 
clear out of Ohie and other good 
market areas. 

Catholic churchgoers are en- 
| joined from seeing “Blue” via their 
| annual National Legion of Decency 
pledge. 

However, the controversy that 
centered arounc “Blue” and the 











| all areas where it had free rein to 
| play and the Catholic influence was 
{not strong enough to matter. 
| For the pic trade, a familiar les- 
son was again rammed home: at- 
{tacks against a film on moral 
i grounds can help the b.vo.; rapping 
iof a pie on political grounds, as 
with “Limelight,” can be murder. 
In releasing Stanley Kramer’s 
production of “Death of 2 Sales- 
man,” Columbia encountered some 
adverse political agitation. In- 
stances of a whispering campaign 
were apparen:, stemming from 
| vague objections to the film (not 
Kramer himself) as holding sales- 
manship up to contempt. Nearing 
the end of its playoff, “Salesman” 
has now picked up about $1,100.- 
000 in domestic rentals. This 
represents a major disappoint- 
ment. 


Ohic Nuisance 

| On the official censoring front, 
there’s considerably more of a 
migraine for the film business than 


simply the $1,500,000 shelled out! 


,in fees. Prints must be cut to con- 
|form with the censors’ ideas 
about acceptable content in the 
various areas. In Ohio, even 
though a film is fully approved, a 
print of that same film cannot be 
taken in from another state with- 
out going through the blue-pencil 
routine. For example, if there’s a 
print shortage in Toledo, common 
sense directs that prints could be 
brought in from the nesrby De- 
troit exchanges. But this would 
involve added censorship charges 
| SO the prints are taken from more 
| distant cities in Ohio, 

Also in Ohio, the censor fees 
|apply to reissues. For each print 
|of every film, the distrib mufst pay 
'$3 per reel. Ten prints of a 10- 
|reel film means a cost of $300. 
|the same pie goes back to Ohio a 
| few years later, the censorship ex- 
| pense begins all over again. 

In Massachusetts, only Sunday 
censorship exists but the effect is 
censorship on a sevenday basis. . A 
\film plays a Boston area theatre 


—t—es Continued from page 1 


has been censored) 


Am t Stock Quotatio 
(N.Y. Stock Exchange) - 
For Week Ending Tuesday (22) 
Net 
1953 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Chance 
High Low in 100s High Low Close for week 
15% 125g Am Br-Par Th 154 1518 1434 1434 om 1/ 
50144 38% CBS, “A”... 48 4914 4712 47\2 == 14 
5012 3814 CBS, “B” . 37 4314 471% 47% — 3; 
2142 115 Col. Pic. . 111 2112 1914 21% 15% 
12% 7% Decea....... 86 101% 912 958 — 14 
4734 415g Eastman Kdk. 211 4734 4658 ~ 473% + 14 
143g 1058 Loew’s...... 394 1234 11% 1238 + 14 
734 414 Nat. Thea. ... 115 658 6°48 63% — 
30% 2414 Paramount .. 82 2712 257% 2614 1 14 
3614 265% Phiiee ...... 74 28/2 2758 28% +. 36 
2938 21 ___ he ee €67 2378 2314 237% + 5, 
45@ 25g RKO Picts... 457 314 3 3 es 
518 314 RKO Thea... 96 47g 434 472 — 
414 234 Republic .... 88 318 21% 27% — 14 
1158 934 Rep., pfd. ... 4 10%8 1038 1038 a 3% 
12% 878 Stanley War.. 99. 11 1014 1014 a 
20 1312 20th-Fox .... 224 1978 1918 1914 a 
18 14 Univ. Pix. ... 99 18 75% 18 ~— 
6812 61 Univ., pfd. ..*270 6214 62 62 ~= 4 
1748 1118 Warner Pros. 45 13%8 1258 125% — 34 
84 63% Zenith ...... 34 6724 6514 65% —l'2 
American Stock Exchange 
1734 834 Du Mont 240 9° 834 834 — “ys 
47g 2% 3 Monogram 13 419 458 438 — 14 
17'4 135§ Technicolor?.. 111 l4i2 1356 1358 — 5 
338 234 Trans-Lux ... 4 318 3 3 — ig 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Color Corp. of Amer. ....... Sabena ere ace 5g 114% — 
Cinerama o #a & . se @eweeeeeseeeeeeeee 178 238 — 14 
Chesapeake Industries ..............0..5 2% 3 + 1s 
WOME Gish Scie eeee Rew as Wks wales Rae Oe 5214 + 12 
U. A. Theatre: eee ee oeeesr eee eeeseeseseese 1% 834 — 
Walt Disney cipietg dae Cea ae akaeueae tae 81g + 1s 
* Actual Volume, ; 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
Morals Vs. Isms 








for a minimum of one full week. It 
|; would be impractical for the dis- 
tributor to provide one print for 
six days and another for Sunday. 
so the film, in order to play the 
full week, must adhere to the cen- 
sorship dictates that prevail on 
Sunday. 





Musica! Films 














Continued from page 3 


‘currently in release. “Give a Girl 
|a Break,” with the Champions and 
, Debbie Reynolds, will hit the mar- 
| ket shortly. M-G will launch 1253 
“Rose Marie,” its second 
C’Seope entry starring Ann Blyth, 
, Fernando Lamas and Howard Keel. 


/An April release will be “Rhap- 
sody,” with Elizabeth Taylor and 
Vittorio Gassman headlining. 


| In the production stages at 
|Metro are “Invitation to the 
| Dance,” with Gene Kelly and Nora 
| Kaye, “Brigadoon,” CinemaScope 
version of the Broadway musical, 
,and “The Student Prince.” 


| Paramount also has an an:bitious 
; Musical slate, top entry of which is 
| Irving Berlin's “White Christmas,” 
| Starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, 
| Vera-Ellen ani Rosemary Clooney. 
| Kaye and Mai Zetterling are sct 
‘for “Knock on Wood.” More in- 
|mediate at Par is the completed 
“Red Garters,” a musical parody 
of westerns. It stars Rosemary 
Clooney, Guy Mitchell, Pat Crow- 
| ley, Jack Carson and Joanne Gi! 
bert. Rounding out Par’s musical 
, pix are Bob Hope and Dean Mar- 
tin-Jerry Lewis entries. Hope 
teams with Tony Martin. Miss 
Clooney and Arlene Dahl in “Here 
Come the Girls.” “Living It Up” 
is the title of the M&L effort. 


| Two lavish CinemaScope tune- 
| pix are scheduled by 20th-Fox. 
| Ethel Merman will topline “There's 
No Business Like Show Business,” 
;supported by Donald O'Connor, 
| Johnnie Ray and Mitzi Gaynor. 
'Solid b.o. names such as Marilyn 
| Monroe, Frank Sinatra, Van John- 
;son and Dan Dailey are set for 
“Pink Tights.” 

Warner Bros. also has a pair of 
‘upcoming cleffers. Doris Day and 
| Phil Silvers will headline “Luchy 
|Me” while Judy Garland, James 
;Mason and Jack Carson will be 
seen in the CinemaScoped “A Star 
Is Born.” Universal and United 
Artists are both down for one mu- 
sical each. U’s, currently going 
,into release, is “The Glenn Miller 
Story.” starring James Stewart 
and June Allyson. UA’s contribu- 
tion is the filmization of the Broad- 
way musical, “Top Banana,” !9 
which Phil Silvers reenacts hi 
original role, 


| 
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ALL THIS AND A 
MILLION DOLLARS WORTH 
OF PROMOTION TOO! 


America’s No.1 favorites, the stars of 
TV’s famed “I Love Lucy” come to the 
screen in a riotous M-G-M comedy 
promoted sky-high! | 






















f, JUST ONE OF THE 


NNIVERSARY K 


JuBiet BIG “JUBILEE” HITS! 
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Eagerly Awatted by The Fans! 


LUCILLE BALL - DESI ARNAZ 
‘THE LONG, LONG TRAILER” 


(Everything gorgeous in color!) 


SEE TRADE SHOW JAN. 4th and Plan Your Campaign! 


In addition to M-G-M’s great magazine and newspaper campaign on “THE LONG, LONG TRAILER” ae. 
there will be: 

Duplicates of the deluxe New Moon Trailer used in the picture (see photo above) will spark the 
ballyhoo in all key city openings. A big New Moon Trailer magazine saturation campaign simul- 
taneous with picture’s release. 

Two beautiful starlets will cover key cities in a New Moon Trailer for colorful newspaper promotion, 
Vast national TV coverage on America’s No, 1 program, the Philip Morris “I Love Lucy,” starring 
Lucy and Desi. Tied in locally for theatre penetration by 500 field representatives with special 
posters, window cards and other material selling “The Long, Long Trailer” through supermarkets, 
drug chains, tobacco stores, etc. 


Mercury dealers from Coast to Coast in big promotion for their car used in the picture. 














* 


M-G-M presents LUCILLE BALL + DESI ARNAZ in“THE LONG, LONG TRAILER" « with Marjorie Maine Keenan Wynn 
Screen Play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich +» Based on the Novel by Clinton Twiss + Photographed in Ansco Color 
Print by Technicolor + Directed by Vincente Minnelli + Produced by Pandro S. Berman 
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Clips From 


CHICAGO | 

Max Roth handling distribution | 
of “Martin Luther” for outlying | 
r 


rOooo4 


un. 

“Outlaw Territory,” which de-. 
buted last summer in 3-D as “Han-' 
na Lee,” opened in 12 Chi houses | 
last weekend in first jump from 
the Loop as a flattie. ; 

Frisina Amus. Corp. switched 
the Varsity, Decatur, to a straight 
art house policy. 

Mrs. John Balaban in Michael 
Reese Hospital for surgery. 

Ford Motor Co. unveiled new 
auto to press and radio in Cinema- 
Scope at State-Lake Theatre Mon- 
day (21). 

B&K staging “Cole Porter 
Week” with local deejays for bow 
of “Kiss Me Kate” at Chicago The- 
atre. Dec, 25. 

“Violated” has midwest preem 
at Empress, Decatur, early in Jan- 
uary. House is part of Great States | 
cireult. 

“Little Fugitive,” current at, 
World Playhouse, getting wide-| 
spread flack assist from Columbia 
Records, tousfng the film’s album. 

RKO Grand showing Martin- 
Lewis’ “Meney from Home” in 
special preview on New ¥ear’s Eve 
oniv. 

Charles Secord, mamager of 
Westgate Drive-In, Racine. Wisc 
transterred to home office of Spiro 


Y 


Pappas chain here. 


B&K paving $60.000 in €hrisi- 
mas gifts to employees. in«luding 
those of Great -States chain. Alli- 
ance announced bonuses totaliing 
20,000. 

MEMPHIS 
Tony Tedesco, Memphis UA 


saies chief, left Pist week with his, 
new bride on two-week motor frip! 
to Hoillwood anc will return to 
his desk here on Jan 4. Kav 
Randle. office manager. is direct- 
ing UA operation here in the in- 
terim. 

John Eaton, owner of the fire- 
destroved Peabody theatre. bought 
the Normal. nabe house. last week 
from George Gaughan. 

M. A. Lightman. Sr.. owner and 
operator of the Malco Theatre Cir- 
cuit in Temnessee. Mississippi and 











Arkansas, returns here from his 

before Christ- 
m We companied by Mrs. 
Lightman 

J Thectre. leased for 15 vears 
by the Ma chain at West Mem- 
phis. Ark... now operating under 
mew tag of the Avon theatre. 

MINNEAPOLIS 
i “ 

Loop indie first-run Gopher 
bringing back “Quo Vadis” at 
regular scale as its first new all- 
purpose widescreen pic. 

Ernie Lund. local Paramount 
bran t alesman. finished first 

n billing drive just con- 
C 1, according to unofficial 
figures. For third successive year, 
the exchange itself wound up 
among first 10 and was. thus. “in 
the 

Al try second annual 
Chri party drew 350 guests or 
20 more than in 1952. 

M. Levy. 20th-Fox, division 
Manager, to St. Louis to attend 
exhibitors’ meeting there. 

“How to Marry Millionaire,” 
which just finished three weeks at 
i f City nere spotte i into st. 
Paul Paramount for Dec. 31 open- 
ing 


Bernie Preets. manager of Fer- 
gus. Fergus Falls. Minn.. a father 

Circuit owner Bennie Berger co- 
hairman of the 1954 Crusade for 
Freedom in Minnesota. 

Purchase of the Town in Farzo 


N. D.. by circuit owner S 
Grengs cited as evidence 
there's a market again for film 
theatres 

In interview with Minneapolis 














‘New York Theatres 
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JOHN WAYNE! 
+». They called him Hondé 
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‘the World Theatre 
»by the, Faith 
, 1954 


| Thomas Strawins 
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Film Row 


Morning Tribune columnist Will 
Jones, Cary Grant says he is still 
determined to stay away from TV. 

Aili contravis now let for Para- 
mount circuit’s new $350,000 Minot, 
N. D., theatre; construction now 
will be pushed as fast as possible. 

Ted Mann, circuit owner, next 
week will reopen neighborhood 
Granada as a fine arts house. The- 
atre has been shuttered since Para- 
mount chain relinquished it 
nearly year ago. 


At Narth Cantral Al 
FRG LIVE CER VL Bete eee LDS 


territory’s independen 
working hard during holidays to 
line up votes of congressmen and 
senators for admission tax repeal. 

United Artists exploiteer Howard 
Pearl back to N. Y. after beating 
drum here for “Joe Louis Story 
and “99 River Street.” 

Fiddlers club of film folks here 
revived with Harry Levy, 20th-Fox 
salesman, as prexy. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Max Miller, UA exploiteer. and 


O444o44 


ladle uri 
aan 4 
t 











ville exhib, appointed to order of 
the Papal Knights of St. Gregory. 
Dr. Winslow owns the Park and 
Meade Theatres and radio station 
WMGW, and also heads a communi- 
ty TV cable system. 

Mike Manos, head of theatre 
circuit which bears his name, and 
Mrs. Manos gone to Florida for 
winter. 


Knute Boyle returned to Theatre | 


Candy Co. as salesman after com- 
pleting two years of service with 
Army Intelligence. 

Fernand A. Thomassy II, opera- 
tor of Pitt Hotel in McDonald and 
theatre owner there for years, 
named chief of Pitt branch of the 


'Federal Small Business Adminis- 


| tration. 
| 


Blair Theatre in Hollidaysburg 


$ urging, | reduced its piaying time to Fridays 
exhibitors and Saturdays only. 


Downtown’ State Theatre is 
manned by two tri-state vets in the 
industry. Harry F. Grelle, man- 
ager, and John A. Reilly, his assist- 
ant, together represent nearly a 


‘century in film biz. 


! 


| 


Bill Kanefsky. manager of Studio | 


Theatre. making much of Balti- 
more, Md., banning of “Captain's 
Paradise,” slated for the Studio on 
Xmas Day. 

Trans-Lux Theatres takes over 
now operated 
interests} early in 


_ William Quinlivan, RKO broker. 
in Germantown Hospital for sur- 
gery. 


Motion Pieture A-sociates plan- | 














Durante Biopic 
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Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Jim Davis signed a player con- 
tract with Republic calling for two 


pictures a year... Amanda Blake 
plays an Academy Award winner 
in the Judy Garland starrer, “A 
Star Is Born,” at Warners .. . 
Charles McGraw snagged a key 
role in  Perlberg-Seaton’s “The 
Bridge at Toko-Ri” at Paramount. 
.. . Warners signed Michael Pate 
to play the Marquis of Montserrat 
in “The Talisman”... “The Yellow 
Tomahawk”. is the new tag on 
Schenck-Koch’s “War Clouds”... 
Frances Rafferty drew a character 
role in Republic’s “The Shanghai 
Story” , .. ¥vonne De Carlo will 
star in “Star of Rio,” to be pro- 
duced by Arthur Brauer in Ger- 
many and Brazil. 

Leslie Caron to star in 
Glass Slipper,” at Metro ; 
scripted by Anatole de Grunwald 
16 . Kay Rhiel drew a featured 
role in the Hugo Haas indie, “Ten- 
|der Hearts” ... Richard Webb re- 
‘turned to Warners for a part in 
“A Star Is Born” ... Paramount 





“The 


Briefs From the 


Lots 


| Garson goes to England next monih 
to star in Metro’s “The Case of the 
Journeying Boy,” a Henry Berman 
production ... Carl Krueger 0}. 
tained a CinemaScope commitment 
for his upcoming indie film, “Mig 
Alley” .. . William Asher, direc. 
tor of the “I Love Lucy” telefilm 
series, bought Peter Brooke’s sto). 
“The Witch of St. Malu,” for indie 
production as a theatrical feature. 
Donna Reed with Dana Andrews 
in “Gunslinger” at Columbia . . 
Tom Cound plays a C.P.A., count. 
ing Oscar Award ballots, in “A Stap 
\Is Born’’... Hecht-Lancaste 
;signed Robert Aldrich to dire. ¢ 
“Vera Cruz,” which James Hill yj! 
'produce in Mexico City .. . Ida 
| Esmeralda plays the wife of John 
Qualen in Wayne-Fellows’ ‘The 
High and the Mighty”... Patrick 
O'Neal will menace Tony Curtis jn 
iUl’s “The Black Shield of Fa}. 
worth ... Jack Iverson joined the 
“Conquest of Space” cast at Para- 
meunt. 
| Metro assigned Nicholas Nayfack 
| to produce “The Big Sin,” based on 





Weidman, one of his collaborators | confirmed the casting of Humphrey | 4 short novel by Jack Webb, no re- 
on the Cantor screenplay, has al-} Bogart in “Angels Cooking,” to be | lation to the “Dragnet” star... , 


ready fashioned a film treatment. 
In the telepix department, the col- 
umnist has in mind a dramatic se- 
ries to be known as “The Holiy- 
wood Beat.” Teeoff point and con- 
clusion would revolve § around 
Schwab's, the Hollywood drugstore 
where Skolsky maintains his un- 


_ official headquarters. 


ning industrywide dinner Feb. 15) 


at Warwick Hotel. 


Variety Club and Philadelphia 


’ Daily News Xmas-partied 120 crip- 


pled youngsters at Tent 13 quar- 
ters in Bellevu-Stratford, Dec. 20. 


BOSTON 


Tony Zinr, long manager of the 


RKO Boston. moved io managerial } 


pest of circuit’s Memorial. 

Beb Smith. former Memorial 
manager. joined Stanley War- 
mer as manager of the Capitol. 
Everett. 

Opening day proceeds of Cin- 
erama.” bowing into the Bosten 
Dec. 30. will be donated to the 
Jimmy Fund. 

Tom Duane. ho resigned as 
general manager for ihe Luwock- 
wood-Gordon Enterprises, appoint- 
ed manager of Republic in Pitts- 

rch 

Richie Andrusco, star of “Little 
Fugitive.’ which opens at the 
Exeter Dec. 27. here for several 
days of tubthumping. 


Herbert Schaefer. Republic 


branch manazer. copped the com- 
pany’s October award as “Man c* 
the Month.” He was cited for his 
extra efforts in selling ‘Flight 
Nurse” and “Crazylegs.” 
LOS ANGELES 

Benagoss and United Artists set 
a pre-release engagement of “Act 
of Lo at the Fox Ritz and 
Riait atres here, to qualify it 


as a candidate for the Oscar Derby 
Robert L. Lippert closed a deal 


William Pizor and Bernard 


' lost its dignity. 


Witn 
Luber for Lippert Pictures to han-'! 


die national release of ‘Queen of 
Sheba.” 

Harry C. Cohen. RKO’'s former 
Los Angeles branch Manager, 
joined Exhibitors’ Service. Inc., 
filrn buying and hooking company 
headed by Harry LL. Rackin and 


- oo VE ee 
Syd Lehman. 


OMAHA 


Bernard Dudgeon shuttered his 
West Dodge ozoner here Dec. i: 
after a big season. 

Adolph Ro 
Neb., Times, donated use of his 
house one night last week to aid 


A New Yorker who has become 
a self-style’ “Hollywood charac- 
ter.” Skolsky reflected on changes 
ir the Main Siem scene. His last 
visit to Broadway for the unveil- 
ing of “The Jolson Story,” was 
seven years ago. New York s-ems 
to have become more of a honky- 
tonk. Going to the pictures has 
It no longer seems 
an occasion to go to one of the big 
downtown kouses. People don't 
dress any more. Ive seen theatres 
full of guys in lumberjackets—and 
the places seem to be overrun with 
hvodiums. I remember when it 
was a big date to go dewntown tu 
the Paramount, the Roxy or the 
Rivoli.” 

Skolsky *s convinced that an al- 
liance between pix and video is in- 
evitable. “Hollywood.” he said, “is 
bustuiig with television picture ac- 
tivity. The old luncheon haunts of 
the studio work are now crowd- 
ed with people engaged in making 
TV films. It won't be long now 
before the major studios start 
making both theatrical and TV pic- 
“tures.” Skolsky believes Holly- 
wood’s future rests with the devel- 
opment of subscription TV. a me- 
dium he has constantly pushed in 
his column. 

Contrariwise, use of TV for the 
exploitation of pict Skolsky 
feels, is being overdone to the 
point of annoyance. “At first,” he 
said, “Hollywood was reluctant to 
allow stars to appear on television 
to plug pictures. When it adents 
a thing, it has a tendency to ov: 
it.” He specifically cited the ex- 


ample of 20th-Fox'’s TV bally cam- 
paign for “Beneath the 12-Mile 
Reef.’ “It seems that Terry Moore 


and Robert Wagner were spotted 
on every conceivable show,” he 


said. “I was at a friend’s house 
one night when they came on 
aggin. My friend remarked ‘I’ve 


seen those two so much that I 


| don’t want to see the picture’.” Foi 


nek, owner of Crete, | 


Doane College's Greek letter “help | 


week” preject. 
T. A. Carte1 
Crystal at 
ceived 


manager of 
Arapahoe, Neb 
citation from County De- 


this reason, Skolsky said. he’s be- 
ing selective in accepting bally TV 
appearances for “The Eddie Can- 
tor Story.” 

No account of Skolsky would be 


full without reference Marilyn 
| Monroe, whose unofficial Boswell 
the columnist has become. fari- 


fense Bonds Division for showing | 


film promoting sales. 

Bill Miskell bringing in “Here 
Come Girls” at Orpheum and “Es- 
cape from Ft. Brravo’”’ Omaha 
for Tristates Dec. 25. 


PITTSBURGH 
Enright Theatre, 4,000-seat Stan- 
ley-Warner naber in Fast Liberts 
shuttered since last June, reopens 


Xmas Day under dual first-run 
, policy in that district, with “Mo- 
}gambo” and “Blowing Wild” as 


opening pix. Jack Kieffer, Charlie 
| Eagle’s associate downtown at the 
Stanley for last six months, returns 
to Enright as house manager, 
named rian- 
ager of Leona Theatre, Homestead 
recently taken over by Norbert 
Stern's Associated Theaters outfit, 
reopens Christmas Day. 


} Dr. Harry C. Winslow, vet Mead- . 


‘yn Monroe,’ he said se:iously, 
jas done more for Hollywood 
than 3D and Cinemascope.” 





William Goetz 
cppraises 
The ‘Big’ Pictures Vs. 
Mass Production 
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in the forthcoming 
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of 
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}produced by Pat Duggan with 
| Michael Curtiz directing .. . Leon- 
ard Gershe signed a term writer 
jdeal with Frederick Brisson’s 
| Independent Artists Pictures, start- 
ling with “Girl Rush,” starring 
Rosalind Russell next summer. 

Lizabeth Scott co-stars with John 
Payne in “Desperate Men,” pro- 
duced by Benedict Bogeaus for 
RKO release ... John W. Rogers 
left UI lot after producing “Black 
Horse Canyon” ... George Mar- 

al, Jr., son of the director, in 
Paramount's “Conquest of Space” 
. . . Julius LaRosa signed for a 
test option agreement, with “Here 
|We Go Again” as his first fiim if 
the test is successful... Kay 
|Lerard nominated for veepee of 
‘the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil... Hugo Fregonese will direct 
Panoramic’s “The Raid,” 
Heflin starrer which Robert L. 
Jacks. will produce . Metro 
signed John Caler for a role in 
“The Student Prince.” 

Paramount bought Margaret 
Cousins’ novelette, “Tlie Longest 
‘Day of the Year,” fer production 
‘as “Lucy Gallant” ... Mike Mal- 





tese swinging from Warners’ car- | 
toon staff to become chief story | 
director for Walter Lantz Produc- | 
Paul Richards jgined | 


tions " 
;the “Playgirl” cast at UI... Metro 
|assigned Rebert Horton to a tea- 
; tured role in “Prisoner of War” 
bis Paramoun: signed Stephanie 
Griffin for “Rear Window’ . 


Henry Kulky portrays a wrestler: 


in UI’s “Fireman Save My Child” 
. . Alfred Hitchcock signed Bob 
Landry as technical director on 
“Rear Window”... Alfred Werker 
iwill direct the Harry Joe Brown 
production, “Gunslinger,” at Co- 
lumbia ... Leslie Bradley snagged 
a role in “The Tailsman” at 
Warners 

Earle Lyon, head of Enterpris¢ 
Cinema Productions, registered 
story titled “Rat Pack” dealing 
with L. A. hoodlums Previ- 
ously William F. Broidy had reg- 
istered ‘‘Wolf Pack,” dealing with 
the same subject ... Lester G., 
Clark elected a director of Tech- 
nicolor Motion Picture Corp... . 
A. W. Schwalberg in town to con- 


fer on Paramount production plans | 


with Y. Frank Freemen . Rita 
fohnson plays a fen si 
in’ Susan Slept Here” at RKO... 
Republic picked up Joseph Kane's 
| Producer-director optiom for an- 
other year ... John Qualen 
|checked in at Metro for a role in 
“The Student Prince” .. . Tommy 
Rettig s gned for the moppet in 
Panoramic’s “The Raid” ..,. Ed 
ward Small will personally supe: 
lvise production of “Screaming 
Eagles,’ “Timbuktu,” and “King 
Solomon's Wives” in 1954. 


Republic’s “Fortune Hunter” will 


be released as ‘The Outcast.” and 
j its picture formerly tagged “The 
| Outcast” will be shown as “Woman 
in the Fog.” ... Mari Aldon was 
signed by Joseph Mankiewicz for a 
key role in “The 
tessa,” to be filmed in Rome . 
Due to personal business commit- 
ments, Edward L, Alperson re- 


signed as board chairman of Color | 


‘Corporation, but will remain on 
the board... Leon Chooluck 
signed as supervisor of production 
on Benedict Bogeaus’ “Desperate 
Men.” .. . Allied Artists will re- 
lease its “Royal African Rifles” in 
England as “Storm Over Africa.” 

{| Robert Arthur will produce Co- 


lumbia’s “West Point,” originally | 


j titled “The Long Grey Line”. . 
_John Ford’s son, Patrick, signed 
| with UI to seript a western. “Pil- 
| lars of the Sky”... Arnold Laven 
| Will direct “Case File, FBI,” to be 

produced by Julés Levey for 
|} United Artists release ... Greer 


a Van} 


Barefoo on- | 
c Con- | from at all. 


; | endorse arbitrati 


Metro installed CinemaScope 
lenses in its cartoon department to 
make “Touche Pussy Cat,’ “South 
| Bound Duckling” and “Brave Litt!e 
| Mouseketeer” ... Employees of Al- 
lied Artists studio will be given 
jthree and one-half days off for 
| Christmas ... Deborah Kerr goes 
| to England next summer tu star in 
“End of the Affair,” based on the 
Graham Greene story ... Jonie 
Tapps readying a Columbia film, 
tentatively iiiled ‘Musical of 
1954,” as a starrer for Frankie 
Laine .. . Walt Disney making a 
Donald Duck cartoon in Cinema- 
Scope for the first time ... Larri 
Thomas drew a dancing role in 
Wayne-Fellows’ “Ring of sear.” 











Film Partnerships 


aes CONtinued from page 3 Sanat 


|of nearly every pic on its future 
lineup. Same distrib has several 
new deals on the first and i: these 
the company will have a financial 
'take in addition to distribution fee. 
| In reaching out for choice indie 
| product, the film outfits for the 
most part provide at least part of 
the financing. RKO is becoming 
active again with indie pards. but 
| largely because the ccmpany is 
| now willing to shell out part of 
; the production money. For some 
jtime ‘he company, while anxious 
to take on outside product. had 








been hesitant anent advancing 
lensing coin. 
Last week PKO studio boss 


Howard Hughes entered a_ pact 
with Independent Artists Pictures, 
headed by Frederick Brisson, tor 
the production next summer of 
“The Girl Rush.” Brisson's wife, 
Rosalind Russell, will star 

Some time age a prominent Hol- 


lywoodite predicted that most 
studios eventually will operate with 
indie producers exclusivels That 
is, the contract producer will cease 
to exist; each studio will negotiate 


for films on an 
with filmmakers. 

The trend in that direction ap- 
pears continuing, 


individual basis 








Law Cheaper 


oe Continued irom page 7 joe 


that mostly all exhibs with legili- 
mate squawks already have made 
the trip to the ceurthou Conse- 
quently, the arbitration pro 

it is now written would noi 
erving its original purpose of pre- 
venting court hassles. 

Some in distribution thus fecl 
that the existence of arbitration at 
this late date might only ave to 
spur theatremen into slick schemes 
for better dea from. distribs, 
whereas without’ arbitration the 
same exhibitors Wouldn't be heard 








Allied States 
arbitration pictu 
cause the distrib§ refused to ad! 
film rentals as ah arbitrable ma'- 
ter. Theatre Owhers of Americ? 
at its Chicago nvention in 0- 
vember, propose@ a system oO! als 
_bitration without§ Allied. The dis- 
tribs are mulling this but some, 
‘as previously staged, have lost en- 
thusiasm for the 
| Doubtless, all 


-opped out of the 
last October be- 


11e 
. 


ea. 
Im outfits would 
if it concerned 
only runs and cgearance disputes 
| 08 @ non-retroactife basis and with- 
/out provision for money awards. 
It’s doubtful that exhibs would ac- 
cept this watered-down version. 
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City-By-City Count 


on Syndicated 


Vidpix Raimgs: Liberace Tops 
Mpls.; ‘Intrigue’ Paces Detroit 


Syndicated vidpix are showing? 


up strongly against network compe- 
tition in key cities surveyed by 
VaRIETY in the first of a series of 
reports designed to give some of 
the popularity of vidfilms in vari- 
ous parts of the country. 


Initial survey finds no one single 
show on top in all cities, nor does 
it show one particular syndicator 
with a program lineup that shows 
repeated strength in many cities. 
It does point up, hewever, that 
if properly exploited on the local 
level, syndicated vidfilms can bul- 
wark local programming to the 
point where it can compete with 
quality network shows. City-by- 
city results, listing the top six vid- 
films in the initially surveyed mar- 
ket, follow: 

Columbus — “Marathon Holly- 
wood Theatre” ‘Ethel Barrymore | 
package), (WBNS-TV) = 28.5; 
“Schiff's Playhouse” (WBNS-TV) | 
24.0: “I Led Three Lives” ‘WBNS- 
TV) 22.8: “Wild Bill Hickock” 
(WBNS-TYV) 22.0; “Dangerous As- 
signment” ‘WTVN) 19.5; “Cowboy 
G-Men” ‘(WBNS-TV) 
Pulse ratings. 

Detroit — “Foreign Intrigue” 
‘WJBK-TY) 20.5: “Boston Blackie” 
(WXYZ-TV) 195; “Cisco Kid” 
(WXYZ-TV) 17.5: “Favorite Story” 
(‘WJBK-TV? 165: “I Led Three 
Lives” ‘WJBK-TV) 16.0; “Danger- 
WW4J-TV) 15.5: 
“Biff Baker” ‘WXYZ-TV) and 
“City Detective” ‘WJBK-TY) both 
with 15.0. ‘Ail with Pulse ratings.) 

Minneapolis—“Life of Riley.” 
Liberace and “Honvalong Cassidy” 
are running almost veck and reck 
for first place among locally spon- 
sored syndicated TV shews and 


their ratings are high enough to’ 


put them in the same class with 
most ef the network live shows, 
comparing favorably, for example. 
with such of the latter’s leaders as 
“Toast er the Town” 30.4) and 
“What's My Name?” 29.8). 
Liberace ‘WCCO-TY) 30; “Life 
of Rilex” ‘KSTP-TV) 25.5; “Hop- 
along Cassidy” ‘(WCCO-TV) 25; 


“Wild Bill Hickock” «WCCO-TV} 
21.5; “Favorite Story” «WCCO-TV) 
195. and “Chevron Theatre” 
‘KSTP-T¥Y)} and “Cisco Kid” 
‘WCCO-TV?) 17.5. ‘All Pulse rat- 
ings.) 

New York—Getham situation, in 
which network c&o's virtually 
monepolize the ratings and in 


which they must carry all network 
option hours, leaves little room for 
vidpix to make much of a dent. 
As is noted, five of the top six 
film shows are on WNBT, the NBC 
key. and those are in fringe tim: 
While other Gotham stations earry 
syndicated pix in prime time, 
they've got to break down the 
‘Continued on page 28) 


Pure Oil Pours 
Coin Into TY Pix 


Chicago, Dec. 22 
By the end of January Pure Oil 
will have ce er Se its l.ve-to-film 


aboutiace. representing some choice 
plums for the vidorm boys at the 
expense of NBC-iV’s co-oped “Who 
Said That?” Pure Oil, through the 
Leo Burnett agency, has alread; 
lined up 40 stations for film ‘ 


bookings and is seeking a few more 
select openings. Celluloid spread 
reflects an upped budget 1 ma- 
jor emphasis upon TV. 

With the remainder of the “Who 
Said That’ coop contracts wind- 
ing up next month, client will .ave 
ended its association with the live 
show that dates back to 1950 and 
embraced 27 stations. 


Bulk of Pure Oil's film purchase 
have been with the ABC and NBC 
syndicators. NBC's Film Dis:sion’s 
“Badge 714” has received a big 
play, as has ABC's “Racket Squad.” 


And last week the advertiser 
picked up ABC’s “The Playhouse,” 
formerly the Schlitz “Playhouse of 
Stars,” for placement in the Mon- 
day nizht “Who” period on WNBQ 
when the live show's contract ex- 


pires Jan. 25. The ABC sales were 
wrapped up by John Burns, the 
FD's midwest chief. 








NEC-TY Director 


James Sheldon 
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48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 





DUE SOON ‘ 


Seawave Vidpic Outfit 
Set By Huber, Parks 


Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 

Bob Huber and Daryl Parks of 
WERC-TY here have formed a new 
vidpix outfit, Seawave Productions, 
for the ftiming of a dramatic series 
for network sale. Firm has sev- 
eral scripts by Rod Serling, who’s 
‘contributed to most of the top net 
shows. 

-Firm will start shooting the dra- 
matic series early next month at 
the recently completed studios of 
Film Associates. Huber and Parks 
| are looking for top N. Y. and Coast 
actors to handle the leads while 
| local thesps fill secondary roles. 


Starr Sees Story 
‘Scarcity lnvittt 












Hollywood, Dec. 22. 











Hakim’s TV Distrib 


Deal on French Pix 


18.5. ‘Ail | 


French feature films which never | 


before have been shown in the 
American market will be dis-| 


tributed for TV by Gaston Hakim | 
Productions, ine., as part of a novel 


plan to tap new sources of reve-| 


nue for these pictures. Dubbed: 
into English, 
leased theatrically and later will) 
be seld to TV as a 13-part haif-' 
hour series tagged “Invitation te 
Crime.” 

Hakim. who planes to Paris the | 
end of the week for huddles with! 
independent producers there, said 
his company will assume the entire 
dubbing costs which he estimates 


will rum around $10,000 for a 75-: 


minute feature. 


the theatrical distribution rights 
on each picture dubbed so that the 
initial expense may be recouped. 

A 12-menth clearance will be mafn- 
ra: before they're sold to tele- 
vision. 

TV earnings, however, will be 
split 50-50 between Hakim and the 
respective producers. Practically 


ali of the films, Hakim disciesed, 't 


ar> based upon actuai crimes com- 
mitted in Paris over the past dec- 
ade. Reason »hy the pix weren't 
released in the U. S. before was 
that it was felt the dialog was too 
rapid to be captured by English 
titles Dubbing is expecte’ iv 
overcome this. 

Indie French producers, Hakim 
revealed, were previously sounded 
out on the plan and have shown 
much interest. Befere returning 
to New York around Jan. 1@ he 
expects ‘ca finalize negotiations 
with a number of Gallic film. 
makers. Meantime, Hakim has also 
acquired U. S. theatrical distribu- 
tion rights to “Crimes of Paris,” 
produced by Kaoul Levy as wel: 
an Alida V ali starrer, “The Lr 
of Tol edo.” Both have heen 
inte English 


uuvbed 


Story Salien ue Isn't 
infringement, Benny 


Ssvs m ‘Gaslight’ Suit 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 

Attorneys for Jack Benny and 
CBS filed a brief in Federa! Court 
contending that a burlesave of 
film does not constitute an in- 
fringement of convricht. Brief was 
in answer tG a suit by Metra and 
Patrick Hamiifon seeking to pre- 
vent the showing of Benny's tele- 
film specfisg “Gaslight.” Lampoon 
is currently impounded, awaiting 
disposal of the suit. 
other things, the brief 
wants to know how a telefilm pre 
duced six vears after the release 
of the feature filmi can affect its 
profits. It admits that the telefilm 
is a burlesque but similar to 
“Gaslight” in only two incidents 
and is a med at beliylaughs. 

Burlesque, the brief asserts, is a 
listinctive ‘orm of art and has 
been used by such comedians as 
Fred Allen, Jackie Gleason, Henry 
Morgan, Sid Caesar and Imogene 
Coca, 


{mong 


they'll first he re-| 


In return for this | 
advance, he added. he wili retain) 


Present half-hour telepic will ul- 
‘timately have to be expanded to a 
full hour, chiefly because of an in- 
_ereasing scarcity of story mate- 
‘rial for the 30-min. segment. That's 
the view of Irving Starr, producer 
of Screen Gems’ leading anthology 
/serics, the “Ford Theatre.” 

Starr readily acknowledged that 
such expression, while preferable 
from a standpoint of quality, poses 
|many financial migraines, particu- 
larly with respect to residuals. He 
pointed out that a top telepix se- 
ries in the half-hour bracket finds 
a market for reruns without too 
much trouble, but that it would be 
{an entirely different and more dif- 
ficult matter, finding sponsors to 
‘pick up the tab for time plus pro- 
| pram ef an hour-long show. 


Hour Long von . 


; ployee, 
“If the time rate charges keep | 


going up, then it would be best to | 


have an hour-long show with alter- | 


nate producers to go into entirely 
mew story fields, such as nove!s, 
plays, and so on. 


“Many interesting, dramatic sub- 
dense into a haif-hour. The hour 
length would give us mvre latitude 
'on subject matter, and more time 
to esiablish characters, whereas ir 
the half-hour length you are limit- 


ed on your source of material, and | 
is sacrificed in the 26 


,teoa much 
minutes running time. 

| “While the hour show would tend 
toward better programm ing, the 
residual values will be di::' 
for :e ohvieus fact that : 

find ss many advertisers ~~ can | 
Pay for reruns on such # time seg- 
ment. So today ‘he produc er 13 
faced with the fect that while he | 
could do & better job on hi hed 
snows, he “ill fare better fiancial- 


nished 
They $ 
Uis 


ly at the half-hour lengt}, ’ Starr 
opined 

7 ‘eer averred that some 
form “Scription-TV such as} 


Tele: eter ; ray he 


ten the day of 
the j.our-long telepix. At present 
there are no v.upix produced at 
that length, th the vast rurjority 


of the major film studios. 


syndicate. 


were trying to buy “names.” 





tisers. 


additional stations on the air. 


residuals. 
it is today. 


Eddie Corne, exec v.p. of the firia, 
said the financiers who formed First National entered televisic on 
because they feel that within two years the current 40 vid;.. 
companies will be weeded down to eight or 10, and because t' ley 
feel that most of the dramatic shows now being done live in New 
York wli come to the Coast to be filmed. 

Conne compared the current situation to the early dave of the 
transcription business when everyone was going broke becaiise the ‘y 
Too many people today, Conne said, 
don’t realize that tele is different from theatrical films. 
ducers, he said, deal directly with advertising agencies and adver- 
“If you haven't made good telepix within the budget vou 
have, you're dead. Residuals becomes a word picked out of th 

x Sponsors are no longer going to let product be released for 
ile their show is still on firstrun. 
: ibuting companies we now have, there will be two 

as The so-called prodcucer-distributor is on tye 


always tell them pictures are good when ‘they ate ‘no Og 
impertant factor the producer should consider regarding 
‘will it move goods for the ‘advertiser? ’” 

Conne believes more dramatic shows will move to the Coast 
and to film because the advertiser now has more coverage with 
Advertiser is now thinkir 
of covering as much of the country és possible, and SO ' 
to go film and recoup some of his costs in a few years 


Just Like the Major Film Stuns 


Holiywood, Bec. 


. New First National Stutios will set a »recedent in vidpix a , 
tion by making “A” and “B” telepic product when it starts pro- 
ducton early next year. Policics of ‘e new company, which bought 
the Eagle-Lion Studios for $1,100,006, will be patterned after ti <¢ 


Chester Erskine, who's current)y producing the “Feacers big, st” 
series, will act as exec produce*. supervising “A” product, wh 
Bernard Prockter, president of the new outfit, 
production chief the overall program planned by the Fivsi National 


wy yi? supervise pe 


explaining the new poi: 


Te lepr O- 


Ultimately, instead 











erms 


“Television is going to be a business, not a racket as 
Shoestringers are done,” 


Conne e concludes. 











Asks 1006 
Because 





ieigpneavy 
Has the Same Name 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 


Rudolf Beiser, 
filed a £€100,000 damage 
suit in Superior Court against Don- 
levy Development Co., charging in- 
vasion of his privacy throug che 
rerun of a “Dangerous Assign- 
ment” teiefilm, first tun on March 





| 13, 1953. 


In the film, ¢ 
ject matters are too difficuit to con- | 


© piaintiff ¢eclares, 
is a character ~s:mned Rudolf Seiser 
described as a “criminal »ossessed 
of evil character and geiits of 
eriminal cenduct.” 
says, the ch-racter 
_ age and appears. < to himself. He 
declares the re-run of the film was 
“wnaliciouws and deliberate” and ex- 
i pesed him: to public contempt and 
| ridicule. 


KKP: Saint Vidpix 


is sim:iar in 





To Rollin Getham 


King’s Knight Productions has 
| wrappec up the TV rights to Les- 
lie Charteris’ whedunit, “The 
Saint,” for whipping into a 26-part 
vidpixer to be filmed in N. Y. Rob- 


ert Nathe, prexy of KKP, negoti- ' 


ated the deal directly in Flerida 


of teleflmed product being at ihe | With the author, whose sleuth has 


30-min. segment. 


Rosenblum, jum, Ruth Cac Cad¢ 


{been around for a quavier century | 
. via novels, feature films, radio, 
| mags and +: comic strip. Charteris’ 
output bri¢ges 39 novels. Radio se- 


In addities, he | 


j 
| 
| 


j 


: series 





| 


1 made 


| ri¢s has been done by Vincent! 
F » T¥ Fil Se Price and screen versions starred | 
) OPE m UE: George Sanders. Short versions 
Arthur Rosenblum ana Ruth have appeared in the Saint Maga- 
'Cade have formed Mavro Tele. Zin€ and the strip is syndicated in 
I. Co. to piasuce syndicated | some 300 newspapers. 
and <.sitenal package shows and tol Out | : the voce tes pix stable 
handie TV film editing for other i's “Builetin From Bertie,” situa- 
firms. New outfit, which will hea. | 20% comedy series starring Arthur 


} quarter in New y ork, has acquired | 
rights fe several magazine prop-| 
possible vidpix produc- 


ertie for 


tion. 
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| Treacher and Arnold Stang, with 
a j lot just completed for sponsor 
dangling. Film was made at Dy- 
namie Studios in Gotham with lo- 
cation shots in and around the city. 
Pathe is producing with Ashmead 
Scott and Peter Packer scripting 
_ and ¢ maries Powers Girecting. 


OF Sets 26 Week Chi 
Deal on ‘Scotland Yard’ 


OMcial Films, 
Boris Karlof 


which has its 
British-made siarrer, 
“Colonel March of Seotland Yard,” 
in sci.e 40 markets, scold the series 
in Chicago to Atlantic Brewing Co. 
on a 26-week — Official will 
also shoot integ 
for Atlantic with Karloff starring. | 
' No station has been picked yet 
Deal was set by Bud Austin, Om- 


Tel 


a Federal em: ; 








Ferrin: Only Best 
ic Producers 


To. Survive in 54 


Heliywood, Dec. 22. 

Demand for upped quality in 
telepix will result in a continued 
vweesing out of vidpix producers 
next vear, it’s predicted by Frank 
Ferrin, vet vidfiim wroducer in his 
fouiih vear on the “Smilin’ Ed's 
Geng" series, bankrolled by Brown 
Shoe Co. Ferrin observes, “pro- 
ducers who can make top quality 
product will stay in business; but 
the others will fall by the way- 
side, because agencies and spon- 
sors are demanding better quality 
eoutinually.” 

Ferrin, probably the only pro- 
ducer in town content with one 
(he waefinitely doesn’t want 
te do anymore), is also the only 
ore whe doesn't think anymore 
live shows will cenvert to film. He 
contends the current live slows 
from N. Y. are done much cheaper 
than if they were on film, and 
opines residual values are vastly 
overrated. 

“There is too much new and old 
produc? around, and this lessens 
the value of telefilm on the re 
run market. Today a station buyer 
ean get new film for little more 
than the re-runs, so he sees liitle 
need to go after the re-runs, And 
the more your filin is re-run the 
more you diminisn its value,’ he 
warned. 

Ferrin avers his being 
particularly for juves, falls 
,}in a different category; that kids 
like to see the same shows over and 
over again, and there’s a new crop 
of moppets around each year (to 
ogle the film. That’s why 36 out of 
52 telepix in the series to be shown 
next year will be re-runs, he as- 


stuff, 


| serts. 





ated commercials prexy 


Ferrin, who has been telefilming 
in color since he began operations 
in 1949, believes the spring of 
1955 will see commercial TV here 
on a-big scale. But, he cautions, 
“the fact that we have color TV 
doesn’t mean everything should be 
filmed in color. Black-and-white |s 
best for whodunits; tell me of one 
motion picture whodunit made in 


color and I'll eat the film. Tlie 
| story should dictate whether it \\'!! 
be in color.” 





Unger’s New Ziv Status 

Maurice (Babe) Unger, manager 
of Coast operations fo Ziv Tele- 
vision, this week was upped to 4 
v.p. of the firm. He'll fly to ©! 
cago next week to meet \W!1! 
John Sinn in a three-ds¥ 
session to outline his new respon- 


| sibilities, 


Unger has been in charge of 0)> 


cial’s national sales chief, via the | erations on all Ziv vidpix prop 


iW. B. Dor ner 


agency, 
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Vidic Industry Awaits Mid-Jan. 


Report of NTSC 


rong-awaited report of the Na- > 
onai Television System S| 
tee panel on color film will Ge is- 
sued in mid-January, Dr. Alfred 
N. Goldsmith, RCA consu!tant, and 
chairman of the committee, 2n- 
nounced last week. He Said the, 
gommittee’s yoluminous report 
would deal with every type of the 
characteristics and cests color 
negative film, posit: ve prints and 
projector types for ic evision. 

Dr. Goldsmith sp oke at the year- 
end election meeting of the Na- 
tional Television Film Council, of 
which he was named a director. 
Officers elected were Mel Gold, 
National Screen Serv ice, president; 
Join Se hneider, Biow agency, exec 
v.p.; Arche Mayers, Unity Televi- 
sion, distribution v.p.; Bert Hecht, 
Bill Sturn Studios, production V.p.; 

tod Rodner WABC-TV, N, Y., sta- 
tion v.p.; Jum Ellis, Kudner agency, 
agency v.p.; Sally Perle, Harry 
Lawrence Associates, exec secre- 
tary: Sidney Mayers, Unity Tele- 
vision, general secretary, and Sam- 
uel Spring, Spring & Eastman, 
treasurer. 

Dr. Goldsmith, summing up the 
year S$ achievements described 
pr = ss in M-tape but assured the 
NTFC that film was still here to 
stay “for some time. He said it 
would he a number of years before 
the tape process was perfected and 
made available at a low enough 
price for wide distribution. Dis- 
cussing color film, he said that 
“enormous technical progress” had | 
been made in the past year and 
forecast even more. Three new im- 
provements have been made in pro- 
fectors for television (primarily 
for black and white but holding 
promise for color prejection). RCA | 
brought out a high speed pulidown 
projector; a number of firms. Bell | 
& Howell, DuMont, Eastman-Kodak | 
and Phileco, made improved non-in- 
termittent projectors using flying | 
Spot scanners; and most recently, | 
Motorola developed an “electronic | 
juinp” projector which scans one | 
frame, then “jumps” to the next. 
All these innovations, Dr. Gold- 
smith said, have given film on TV 
more public favor. 


Now It's Bermuda 
As Vidpix Center 


Ottawa, Dec. 22. | 
Michael Sadlier, former operator | 
of the Bermudiana Theatre sum- 
mer stock, is establishing a TV-| 
Film production company centered 
in Bermuda, where taxes are prac- 
tically nil, 
Actual film-making will be done) 
mostly in England and Europe, 
With U. S. producers and writers 
engaged for the project, aimed at 
the American market. Canadian 
actors will include Ronald Bailey 
Ol the Canadian Repertory Theatre 
here and formerly of Bermudiana 
Kheatre One series will be 
femme-starred — suspense-and-spy 
Stull, and with color TV looming 
these may be tinters. 








Sadlier is just back from  ar- 
ranging for production in England, 
where he also talked with Michael 
Powell of the Powell-Pressburger | 
team (“Red Shoes,” etc.). He hopes | 
to lure him into returning to 
Canac , Where Powell made “The 
- 1 Parallel” starring Raymond | 
“tassey during the war, to make 
theatre films. Sadlier will also 


ane Operating the Peterbor- | 
dL 4 a 

Wen Ont » Strawhat as he has for 
‘ eral summers, | 


Edw, Arnold ‘Showe: case’ 
Exploitation Hoopla Set. 


Television Programs of America | 


ref 


timonial dinner for Arnold at 


Waldorf-A ‘ 
Dec. 29, storia in New York 


Se >) | ies 
month, 


ee 


‘inaustrial and 


‘by the Ella 


| Studios in Long Island. after Miss | ductions 


a - — off a national exploitation | 
,'Palgn for its Edward Arnold- 
Sho. ied bea pix series, “Your Star | 
“ep ase,’ with a press party and 
th. 
U! 


| 
80es into release next 


R SWIM’ PATTER 








AN IT RECOUE 
UN NEW FILMS?, 


With the syndication market for | 
new product becoming tighter ang 
San Francisco, fos 22. more selective, the vidpix industry 

Walter A. Rivers & Associates|is keeping a weather eve on the! 
has opened a studio here to make|new Motion Pictures for Tele-| 

n television films, ; vision Film Syndication Division 
Rivers was for many year San | winch gets its operation off the 
Francisco representative of Castle | | ground next menth 
Films. 
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Rivers Vidpix Se‘up 








| 
Panel on Tint H in 


Fred Henry inte i clepix 


Hollywood. Bee. Zz. 


A veteran newspaperman | series going on the air. The Ed KLAC 














“e . . a senha . oe atiy a ‘ $ 
cus foes ee | Madden-topped divis on of Matty ing the outfit as soon as *he FCC) 
pe > repre: e ARISTY 10-| Fox's overall MP? ¥ operation “Ul okays the Copley Press purchase of 
ca ch launch its 15-mir ure Dress Pear- KLAC-TY ‘au become exec assistant 
Currently Rivers’ studio has a/son series on Ja5. & with “Flash te Don Fedderson in packaging and 
telepix series, “The (Legends of | 'Gerdon” and Uuflts ‘avern” reducing telefilined ee 
Pinto Pete,” before the cameras.| taking to the air at the end of Peddezson was KLAC-TV mana- 
January. / ger until September thy » re- 
é 9° With lower-priced yo | product ene j to form = own firm. Life 
. having established ' foothol: h Elizabeth” and Liberace 
ll y in 0 or in the vidpix field, cistmbs of ne hows are hand by his firm. 
3 product are findin: * mark 
more and more corpetiti 
the syndicators of a couple of top- 





|priced new productions reportedly 


MPT : Tinting Up | finding the going much tougher 


| than they anticipated, The rie: 
ure of success that the y i \ 
er OWS, 00 product achieves ' : ym 


kind of influenc patterns 
of operation »! sther top syndi- 
|cators. For ®*PTV's new setup is 


ey 7) o + 
Un USeas Vidpix 
, ? 
unique ir ths: it’s distribbing only livoa:s on US. 
new product, and product in which : 


has a pPnod-sized ownership Holl 
W's taets not unusal in itself 


AF! Preps Report 


With a prediction that stations 
would be showing syndicated film 
shows in color by the fall of 1955, 
Ed Madden, v.p.-general manager 
of Motion Pictures for Televi 
sion’s new Film Syndication Divi- 


T an 
y wood. Dec. 22 


Cameraman’'s local 659 and 


sion, said that all of MPTV's new | ti: +3 that the new MPT V opera- egitor’s jocal will report to 

product would be filmed in color at ae re koa Oaty feces hat een AFL Film Council next month 
the earliest opportunity. Firm is perro — oe A ecco ' results ¢f an investigati on thes 
currently shooting “Duffy's Tav-:™ on gs — sider ee oe @ been conducting for sev 
ern” on the Coast in Eastman ae percentage distribution months inte-orerseas telepic p 


color. duction. 
Next on the tint sked for MPTV he three new shows, together Unions will recommend for the 
is to be “Janet Dean, Registered , With Cornwall’s “Jane: Dean, Reg- 10 top ad agencies in the country 
Nurse.” first 13 of which were istered Nurse,” which starts in that they be approached and asked 
completed in black and white a March, represent about a $5.000- to cooperate in keepin dpi 
couple of weeks ago. Production 900 production stake figured over production in the UL. S. to aid 
\ Raines-Biil Dozier @ 39-week period. “Pearson” will American labor 
Cornwall Productions resumes in be Made week-by-week out of Herb Aller, of 
February at the Marion Parsonnet | Washington by Times Square Pro- recommend other I C 
so there’s none of those ly pertaining to films, aiter the 

Raines returns from a vacation.| im the can. but MPTV has com- Ort is presented 
and Madden said the series wil] Pleted eight of its “Duffy” pix and 


probably go tint at that time. | eee  Seetleen ae ALL HE WANTS Is THE 
“Paris Precinct,” which rolls in| finished the first 26 of its “Flash 

Paris early in May, is also slated Gordon” pix over in West Berlin. RE RUN TAX MA’ AM 

for tint. Type of process for Cornwall completed the first 13 - ’ ‘ 

“Paris” and “Janet” haven't been Janet Dean” films in Long Island Los Angeles, Dec. 22 

|decided upon yet. “Flash Gor-| City a couple of weeks ago. James Moser, TV “iter. filed 

entrance = syit for $9.100 against Jack Wet 














don,” shooting in Germany, won't All told, the MPTV 
go in tint for a while, since there into the syndicated field marks one Michael Meshekoff ne 
are no color facilities currently of the biggest single efforts to Neyer, partners in Dra 
| available in West Berlin. Madden date, and the outcome holds some quctions, demanding re-u 
believes they will be set for color | key to the future of syndicated pix. ment for = “Dragnet” seri} 
'in about a year. MPTV staff, which now numbers Moser declares the defendants 
Pointing out that color set cir-| 14 operating out of seven offices. re-used o least 47 of his ‘Drag- 
culation should be large enough has been selling the films for the net” yarns but paid him for only 
in key markets by the fall of 1955 past 30 days, but Madden isn’t say- 19 at $325 each. He also asks the 
| for stations in those markets to in- | ing just how well they're progress- same minimum fee for each sub- 
(Continued on page 28) (Continued on page 28) sequent re-run 





| evadio «ete 
.their largescale entrance into the 
_TV-film field this week when it 
with three new Fred Henry, program director at | 
AM-TV since i@#6. is leav-; 
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en Teleradio’s $1,000,000 Deal 
Lord AM-TY Shows 
In Maj jor More Into Vidix 


vores & 


eil and his General Tel- 
casting setup tipped 


Tom ¢: 


wrapped up a $1,000,000 deal buy- 
ing out all the Phillips H. Lord 
radio-TV properties for ultimate 
use as vidpix material. Multiple 
rights to seme eight properties 
changed ha: inaer the deal, and 
Lord, disposing of ail his holdings 
in the exchange, will act as a con- 
Sultant on the properties. 

General sting, sister com- 
Which owns 
Mutual and all of the Don 
} Yankee networks’, got its 





at vidpix a couple of 

- Tv ton + 
; . gf ili n¢ 31 st 
Drama, ries of 15-minute vidpix 
ade in coliaboratian with Fox 


Movietone News. But with the ac- 
ition of the ford vroperties 


nsiders say that Telecasting looms 
28 a $10,000,000 vidpix setup. em- 

ing production and distribu- 
tion. It’s long been O’Neil’s inten- 


om to set up suct sm outnt 11N- 





c Starias a eu “Ss 
t ©) A \g nes pre - 
Jen? 2nGa Doard Cc airman * ne 
0 » HeTwor V sut a TV 
cou é ‘tT 
Under the deal. Teleca Z ace 
+} g rd pr = 
€ sangous racic, i Vv 
: tr’ 7 Pc »C -ketho kK 
e Loun sf rac:o TV 
mn picture con book 
ht rights adio it 
} en Norris novels ghis 
connect eq Wi the “Bla k Robe” 
2 rac TV rights to “Po- 
ewoma! . >ver motion pic- 
ture and radio rights revert to 
Lord on the “M istrict At - 
né¢ s Ss. plus ail pocketbook 
nd comic rights: all radio-TV 
ghis or We the People an 
adio-TV rights to “Sky Blazers 
T Casting will start filming a 
revised format of “Countersps’ 
within a couple of weeks. Produc- 
tion-disiribution plans aren't ¢ - 
p! vy set vet, but format d 
scripts are reac Other properties 
are vet t be tted upon. In a 
couple of cases there's a conflict 
of rights—NBC Film Division is 
aistribbing the “Gangbusters’’ vid- 
films under the second run title of 
“Captured but ts understood 
that Telecasting will get all subse- 
ient rights. Film rights to NI 
D. A ha already been sold to 
Ziv, b “ lever ghts Ww re- 
vert to Lord will the be shifted 
to Telecasting 
Actual > n and stribu- 
tion phases of the Telecasting oap- 
eration haven't been sé © t 
used Fox M etone or Gre s 
D series, both ( 
and distributor to those kets 
not pi up by G&G lire 
a ‘rs under a co-op r > 
€ I parent co! - 
era ) i Tele I ¢ 
g is led by-O'Neil as pr 
VA } { \l ii a> € \ ,. 


Martin & Lewis 


Set Vidpix Pilot 


wood, Dec. 22 

Pilot on a projected series of 
26 vidpix will be shot here next 
month by Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis, under aegis of their Gai 
Ron Co., with Lewis as directo! 

Half-hour telepix are now being 
scripted, and will consist of a va- 
riety of comedy, drama, ete. Danny 
Arnold is writing the telescripts 
Ma:tin and Lewis won't be in the 
product; they plan to use un- 
knowns, 

Budget has been set at $8,000 
per telepic. Comics plan tor a syn- 
dication distribution of their tele- 
filtmis 
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Animation Gets a Big TV-Film 
Sendoff; New Low-Cost Techniques 


Recent innovations in the anima-¢ 


tion field which have cut the cost of 
TV-film commercial techniques toa 
level competitive with live-action 
filming have sparked the use of ani- 
mated commercials to a new high 
.in television. The new-found tech- 
niques are spilling over into video 
progran.ming too, with the car- 
tooneries at this point able to pro- 
duce a full half-hour program for 
as little as $5,000. 
Key to the upturn in animation, 
which has lifted the animation 
production field to double the time 
and dollar level of two years age 
find promises to expand it even fur- 
vher, is the use of so-called “styl- 
ized animation’ and its counter- 
part, “limited animation.” Trend in 
the “stylized” field began soon 
after the war and was sparked by 
United Productions of America. It 
makes use of modernized artwork, 
but more important, cuts the art- 
work involved to a minimum, mak- 
ing use of one drawing and an 
everlay for as many as 20 frames 
where one was used previously. 


Cuffo 150,000 Liberace 
Merchandise Platters 


In what’s probably the most suc- 
cessful merchandising - premium 
scheme in the vidpix field, Guild 
Films has distributed 150,000 spe- 
cially prepared Liberace records 
over an eight-month period. Disks, 
which are cut by Columbia (for 
whom Liberace records) and which 
aren't available in record shops, 
are being used by some 39 spon- 
sors ef the telepix “series as pre- 
miums or giveaways. 

New high was reached last week, 
with additional orders from sev- 
eral sponsors. Deal for the disks, 
which are used by such sponsors 
as banks as inducements for view- 
ers to open new accounts, was set 
with Columbia’s Gil McKean, spe- 
cial products director of the disk- 
ery. 





‘Minnie in 753’ 
Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 

WCCO-TV_ executives © are 
wondering what sort of an im- 
pression will be given of Min- 
neapolis to Junior Chambers 
of Commerce: throughout’ the 
nation and what effect there’ll 
be on coming convéntions 
here from the shots of a pair 
of beauties in scanty Bikini 
bathing suits in a Jaycee pro- 
motion film produced by the 
station titled “Minnie In ’53” 
showing the national Jaycee 
convention parade here last 
June. 

The gals were on the Indiana 
float and their curvesome fig- 
ures play a prominent part in 
the movie which WCCO-TV 
staffers Charles McCuen and 
Chuck Sorlein assembled from 
the latter’s film recordings of 
the convention. McCuen wrote 
the script and provided the 
commentary and there’s a mu- 





TV Film Chatter 


New York 


John D. Jenkins has been made 
acting assistant director of films 
for ABC-TV. He’s the son of 
Lillian Jenkins, ad-pub director of 














The technique, which has gained 
froewing acceptance by the public, 
has cut the cost on animation by 
about one-third, according to Al 
Stahl, president of Animated Pro 
ductions, New York cartoonery. 
Whereas a one-minute spot, fully 
animated, used to cost an average 
of about $6,000. a cartoonery now 
can turm out with the limited ani- 


KHU-TV Free-Loading 


Madison Sq. Garden, and son-in- 
law of Sidney Ward, v.p.-copy di- 
rector of Young & Rubicam... 
Ross Reports’ 1953 survey of TV 
Film Commercials, covering some 
4.750 blurbs, is out... John A. 
(Jeff) Davis, former director of op- 


Vidpix to Sponsors In erations of WETV, Macon and 
Double-Exposure Policy | commercial manager of WDAK-TV, 


sical background. 














Mation technique the same com- 
mercial ‘but with a different type 
ef animation) for as little as $2,000. 
Stahi. who's a prolific user of the 
technique and who has done ani- 
mation for virtually all major Goth- 
am agencies, estimates that use of 
“stylized animation” over the past 
two years has risen te the point 
where 75°° of current TV anima- 
tian is dane in the new style. 
Cost Factor 

_ Perfection of the technique has 
eut cost of animation down to the 
point where it’s just as cheap to, 
produce as live-action blurbs. This, | 
added ta the reuse factor, has also 
pulled advertisers into the ani-: 
mated fold. since ne reuse payment 
is made to animation producers. 


blurbs are to the narrator, and both 
initis! and reuse payment are low- 
er due to the fact that the narra- 
tor is off-camera. 

Growing use by advertisers of 
animation has in turn created a 
probiem for the animation produc- 
er because of the fact that most 
commercials using animation also 
combine a minimum of live action 
in each blurb. Agencies have been 
reluctant te farm out preduction to 
two different producers. and the 


animator has had te come up with | 


live preduction facilities. Problem 


is even greater for the live-action | 
producers who are given animation} 


contracts, since overhead for main- 
taining an armimation unit is con- 


siderably more than that for main- | 


taining a live-action unit. As a re- 

sult. many of the top live-action 

producers have been farming out 
(Continued on page 28) 


Vidpix Now Getting 
Schwerin Tests 


In what's probably the first case 
of its kind. Motion Pietures for 
Television's new Film Syndication 
Division has used the Schwerin 
Research Corp to pretest audience 








reaction to its new syndicated 
product. Ed Madden, division's 
vV.p.-general manager, had _ the 
Schwerin organization test reaction 
to the firm’s “Duffv’s Tavern,” 
“Flash Gordon” and “Janet Dean” 
series as the pix rolled off the 


production lines in 
Berlin and N. Y. 
Tests, run at previews in N. Y. 
before audiences of 800 (adults for 
“Duffy's” and “Dean” but children 
for “Flasn’’), showed a highly fa- 
vorable reaction for all three, with 
“Duffy's” attaining on 
“liking score’ of 76, “Janet” 
achieving an average “liking score” 
ef 80 and “Flash” getting better 
than an 85. All results of the tests 
are being used by the firm for sales 
promotion, but Madden said if re- 
sults hud proved negative, tiuey 
would have been used to reshoot 
the films with the objectionable 
factors elimited or corrected. 


Holiywood, 


—— 


Columbus, joined Motion Pictures 

Hollywood, Dec. 22. {for ‘Television's Film Syndication 
As a result of KHJ-TV’s new | Division as a southeastern account 

i “a _|exec, headquartering in Atlanta 

double exposure policy. some spon: | ""~_ George T, Shupert, ABC veep 
pagel es ing * gl C€KS in charge of the web’s film syndi- 
on a trio of vidpix shows seen 0D | cation division, elected president of 
the channel. After the 26-week | the Radio & Television Executives 
free ride, the sponsors who haven't Society, succeeding Jim Gaines, 
paid a penny have an option to pay | who leaves WOR and WOR-TV to 
50° of the rate card for continu- head up WAIO, San Antonio, the 
ation of the show. | first of the year... Louis Jordan, 
Pitch given the bankrollers by Who's currently in rehearsal for 
the channel is that a national ad- | Billy bg new ogg Im- 
vertiser buying in N. Y. or L. A. ™ora ist,’ is nixing a appear- 


nie ances so that his “Paris Precinct” 
has so much competition one run | eoctarrer (with Claude Dauphin) 
can’t possibly dent the market; ‘vidpix sertes, which will be avail- 
only a small potential of tae audi- able in September, will mark his 
ence is reached. Consequently, | tele debut. ‘ 
channel is re-running vidpix seen Hollywood 


earlier in th I 2 2 . 
ie p fhe hoon week on other ehas Barbara Britton and Richard 


“Aes 4 : i | Denning to N. Y. elebiz ... 
Only reuse payments in animated} : zon 8 ~ 


Shows in the cuffo blec are “Cap-| 4Ariene Dahl, James Craig and 
tain Midnight.” with Ovaltine on Larry Parks topline Screen Gems’ 
for the ride; “Mark Sabre,’ Ster-| “The Wedding March,” for Ford, 
ling Drug. and “Sky King,” Arm-;| with James Neilsem directing, Irv- 


' our. ““Midnight” has its first run en img Starr producing .. . Beb Bag- 


KTTV, the others are on KECA-} ley exited MCA’s story department, 
TV first run. | leaves soon for Gotham on TV biz 
Station tells the free-riders they Ww, metaete, He, Ssatle cout 8 "Tne 
e ged ~~ , Wedding of Kitty O”’Dare,”’ for 
must reduce the show by one mim-' Screen Gems .. . Jack Duffield 
ute, and the chanmel tosses other named account exee at KTTV, and 
biurbs into that time segment. Blee | —. ©. Hawkins is new merchandis- 
programming helps the channel get | ing direetor . .. EMis Mareus seript- 
teleblurbs. jing a “Private Secretary” telepic 
pay eg eS 
os \ , Steven 3 en 
Carter Back to ‘Hospital’ | and Jaek George in Gross-Krasne’s 
| Big Town” at California studios 
Carter Produets returns as back-.). . . Mabel Albertson and Frank 
er of “City Hospital” on CBS Jan. | Wilcox in “Letters to Loretta”... 
9 with the Julian Funt show having | Most of the vidpix companies 
ridden for: twe seasons to past around tewn shuttering this week 
September under the Carter tag. | 2nd some for a couple weeks, for 
Show starts sustaining a week pre- | the usual holiday break .. . Arrow 
viously. Agency is SSC&B. | Productions has a Feb. 1 start on 
ae gy Rn : fits “Ellery Queen” series starring 
Mel: ille Ruick will repeat in the Hugh Marlowe, with vidpix to be 
leading medico’s role. | syndicated. 


New Telepix Show 

















WE SAW IT HAPPEN 


{interest it holds for the viewer. 
With James Cannon, narrator; 


Film traces ffight from the very 


average | 


Eddie Rickenbacker, Larry Bell, 
John Lockheed, Donald Douglas, 
Leroy Grumman, Igor Sikorsky, 
Jimmy Deolittle, Glenn Martin, 
William Boeing, ethers 
Producers: United Aircraft, Cal- 
houn Studios 
Producer-Wr:ter: Paul W. Fisher 
Music: Harry Glass 
One Hour 
Distributor: Calhoun Studios, N.Y. 
In a smart public relations move, 
United Aircraft has made available 
to television stations throughout 
the country an_ hour-long docu- 
mentary on the history-of Ameri- 
can aviation, ‘We Saw It Happen.” 
United has forsaken the aqustomary 
plugs in a rather unique manner— 


lier flight with up-to-date inter- 
views with the very men who pi- 
oneered the aviation industry, and 
the lineup of names makes it evi- 
,dent that it’s gone out of its way 
to plug the competition in a meri 
torious effort to give credit where 
creuit is due. 

| The film is top viewing fare, and 
;even the length ‘(an hour fer a 
documentary can be tough going 
,at times) doesn’t detract from the 


| beginning, showing clips of the his- 
toric flights of the Wright Broth- 
/ers at Kitty Hawk and progressing 
through the past 50 years to the 
modern jet age, showing the latest 
advanced designs that can achieve 
| twice the speed of sound. Com- 
/menting on the clips and the part 
| they played in them are such pi- 
Oneers as Igor Sikorsky, Jimmy 
| Doolittle, Donald Douglas, William 
Boeing, Glenn Martin, Adm. John 
|H. Tower, Larry Bell, John Lock- 
_ heed and a host of other aviation 
greats, all of whom gave their time 
and talent free for the film. 
{ Pic was produced and written 
by United’s Paul Fisher, and it was 
a topnotch job on both ends. Cal- 


it has combined old clips of ear-|houn Studios, which prepared the | carrier. 
| film for video, is also distributing. | 


| Editing both at the United and 
|Calhoun end is excellent. Harry 
| Glass’ score fits the film like a 
|glove. Film is being given free of 
| charge to all tele stations, and as 
| of last week, some 38 had used it. 
| It’s a natural tiein with the cur- 
;rent hoopla surrounding the 50th 
anniversary of American aviation, 
and it makes fine programming for 
‘any station. Chan. 


>eoe 


++ 


FOUR STAR PLAYHOUSE 

Dick Powell gives a compelling 
performance as a midwestern med- 
ico enmeshed with a voodoo ring 
in Cuba, with Roy Kellino’s direc- 
tion keyed to a suspenseful tempo. 
It’s a welcome change in pace for 
Powell, whe too long has been 
playing Willie Dante in this series. 

Larry Marcus’ atmospheric yarn, 
localed in a village near Havana, 
deals with a doetor from Des 
Moines (Powell) opening up shop 
in the place, which has an extreme- 
ly high mortality rate for kids. He 
learns all the villagers are scared 
stiff of a legendary voodoo man, a 
guy some 200 years old, and they 
don’t ge to medicos because that’s 
the way he wants it. In the mean- 
time (that’s two centuries, in this 
case) the voodoo clique shakes down 
the townspeople. Powell eventually 
traces down the real heavies, very 
much alive characters who kept. up 
the myth via a lighted candle in a 
basement room, which the ignorant 
townspeople believed was the home 
of the nonexistent double cente- 
narian. It’s a highly contrived 
climax. 

Powell rings the bell in his lead 
rele, playing it with the proper 
shadings. Raymond Burr is ex- 
cellent in a too-brief role as a 
detective; Jay Novello is competent 
as the heavy and a good portrayal 
is given by. Rena Regis, who has 
switehed her name from Charlita. 
She is seen as the daughter of a 
local character who winds up dead 
because he was silly enough to 
lease a home to Powell, the unwel- 
come outsider. 

Larry Marcus’ story holds a 
good pace. Daku. 


FORD THEATRE 

Take an orphaned boy, a dog, a 
young couple desperately anxious 
to have a family but unable to, 
then toss in a baby up for adoption 
just for good measure, and you've 
got a combination which spells 
suecess on the tele circuit. All 
these were melanged in a smooth 
manner in Screen Gems’ “And 
Suddenly You Know,” to make for 
a domestic drama. 

Teresa Wright is the femme who 
wants to adopt a baby girl. Doesn’t 
want a boy because she feels her 
parents were disappointed she 
wasn’t a he. An urchin (Lee 
Aaker) softens her, but just about 
the time she finds she loves him 
he powders. Of course, when she 
and her hubby go to the adoption 
quarters te pick up a little gal, 
there’s the waif and they take him 
along with them. (The dog goes, 
too). 

All this adds up to a good deal 
of schmaltz, but it’s the kind which 
most viewers will like. Ted Post 


characters, which in this instance 
is more important than the story. 

Ronald Reagan and Miss Wright 
register capably in the leads, while 
Lee Aaker does a skillful job as 
the wandering waif. 

Based on a yarn by Luci Ward 
and Spencer Raymond, Lillie Hay- 


Daku. 


SCHLITZ PLAYHOUSE OF 
STARS 


tale. 


Les Savage Jr. has penned a 
colorful, exciting teleplay in “No 


Ranger taking a captured killer 
from Alabama to Texas. Excellent 
thesping by Stephen McNally as 
the Ranger and Robert Strauss, the 
desperado, plus the fine direction 
of Arnold Laven, contribute to the 
overall quality of the production. 
It’s a virile story, gne which should 
appeal particularly to the male 
viewers Schlitz courts. 

_ Savage wastes no time getting 
it going, with the Ranger capturing 
| his man in a gunfight aboard a 
train, killing the fugitive’s buddy. 
But the law man has no extradition 
| papers, and he’s deep in territory 
| inhabited by the killer’s clansmen, 
|so from then on the interest 
mounts as they make their way to 
Texas. Ranger frustrates several 
escape attempts by the killer, also 
efforts by his kin to free him. He 
/never gets the extradition papers, 
which have been conveniently lost 
| by a judge, also a relative of the 
| gunman. 

McNally underplays for a most 
effective portrayal of the badge- 
Robert Strauss’ perform- 
ance as the heavy is excellent, as 
|the customary _ black-and-white 
| hues are deftly avoided, in favor 
|of a finely shaded characterization. 
Supporting cast is uniformly good. 

Daku. 


PEPSI-COLA PLAYHOUSE 

A nebulous affair concentrating 
chiefly on establishment of charac- 
ters and background, this Pepsi 
travels along at a sluggish pace, 











directs with a keen emphasis on | 


ward’s teleplay doesn’t overlook ' 
an emotion in the tenderly told! 





| “Lawrence 
Compromise,” the story of a Texas | 





ne 





Telepix F ollowup Comment 


9444444 +4 


with the story-line almost invisib] 
at times. More footage goes to the 
merry-go-round and carny locaje 
than to the assortment of charac. 
ters involved. -The only moving 
thing in this half-hour is the 
merry-go-round. 

Ludwig Donath is operator of the 
merry-go-round, and his assistant 
is purty Eve Miller. Everyone's 
making a play for her but Donaih 
who figures he hasn't a chance’ 
When the carny cashier is found in 
a dead state, with the coin missing 
from the till, a young roustabout 
is arrested, charged with murder. 
ing him. It develops that the 
cashier wasn’t murdered the died 
a natural death); he had swiped the 
money, planning to pretend he wuz 
robbed; and Donath gets the girl, 

Donath and Miss Miller are bet- 
ter than their material, while Don 
Kennedy, Marvin Press, Gene Roth 
and Joe Forte (as the cashier) 
turned in satisfactory perform- 
ances in support. 

Robert G. Walker’s direction was 
much too slow and uneven. Tele- 
Frederic Brewn original lacked 
play by Lawrence Kimb® from a 
punch. Daku. 





CAVALCADE OF AMERICA 

Unlike its title which hints this 
is a hoss opera of sorts, “Pony 
Express” is a_ semi-documentary 
relating the behind - the - scenes 
events which led to the establish- 
ment of the PE. As such, it holds 
interest throughout, and bears the 
mark of careful research and au- 
thenticity. 

In a web of political intrigue in 
Washington, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, a southerner, decided mail to 
California would go by a southern 
route, so that the south would di- 
rectly benefit via development of 
railroads, ete. His snubbing of the 
w.k. Overland Trail arouses some 
backstage hostility, with one U. S. 
Senator leading the fight to frus- 
trate the P.G. And it’s this battle 
Which results in the idea of the 
Pony Express, which going via 
Overland, sharply euts the time to 
the Coast. So successful is .the 
Pony Express, it dies after 78 
weeks, because the railroads and 
telegraph follow in its path, out- 
moding the PE. 

Trevor Bardette as the Senator: 
Jonathan Hale, the Postmaster 
General; Lewis Martin and Robert 
Warwick, as pioneers of the Pony 
Express, and Howard Negley and 
John Qualen are uniformly good 
in their portrayals. 

Direction by Robert Stevenson 
is well paced. Daku. 


KTLA INTO VITAPIX 
FOLD AS STOCKHOLDER 


KTLA, Paramount’s Los Angeles 
video outlet, this week became a 
stockholder member of Vitapix 
Corp. and is currently in the proc- 
ess of wrapping up negotiations 
under which some six KTLA local 
shows will be filmed and_ syndi- 
cated nationwide by Vitapix. 

Shows being considered for film- 
ing and subsequent syndication are 
“Frosty Frelics,” “Spade Cooley.” 
Welk,” “Continental 
Cafe,” “Bandstand Review” and the 
“Ina Ray Hutton All-Girl Show.” 


Bill Leonard Pix Briefies 
Add to CBS-TV Stock Pile 


One type of “Operation Cap- 
sule” has produced some 200 films 
added to CBS Television’s News- 
film Library, already flooded with 
over 3,000,000 of footage on file for 
virtually any type of program 
matter. The briefies stem from 
Bill Leonard’s five-minute seg 
ments—mostly on _ celluloid—on 
“Six O'Clock Report,”  cross- 
boarded on WCBS-TV, the web's 
N. Y. flagship, at 6:05 p.m. 

For these vestpocket documen- 
taries either Leonard or assistant 
Jack McGiffert dreams up the idea 
and then McGiffert and a camera- 
man from Newsfilm go out in the 
field to lens the story. McGiffert !s 
triple-threat director-writer-editor. 
Leonard provides the narration. 
After the vidairings, the films £9 
into the library arsenal for use on 
newscasts, public affairs stanzas 
and syndication. 

Subject matter runs the gamut 
from a minute (meaning detailed) 
examination of the influx of 
pigeons in Gotham to a pictorial 
study of the lonely men who live 
in a harbor lighthouse. Plenty of 
them turn up on the net’s and 
local’s telecasts from time to time. 
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Color 


Now that the 
question in New 
After 
studio pr 


York is expected t 


to Expedite TV Centres in NY. 


FCC has greenlighted color TV, the “housing” 


o get some speedy consideration. 


months of searching, CBS-TV resolved its immediate color 
oblem last week by taking a longterm lcase on the RKO 


gist St. Theatre on upper Broadway, N. Y., and a crew is already 
at work on installations, refurbishings, etc., to have it in readi- 


ness by March 1. 


But with the impending stepped-up color programming activity, 


neither CBS’. RK 
(also in the vicinity 
with 
gramm! 
York for 


RKO theatre acquisition nor NBC-TV’s Colonial 
of the 81st St. property) will be able to cope 
the situation for long. Even in terms of monochrome pro- 
ving, the studio shortage becomes increasing acute in New 
both the major networks, and particularly in the case 


of NBC, which is compelled to reactivate the old Warner studios 


in 


shows to shift to the Burbank st 


Brooklyn which the network acquired some time back but which 
have been lying dormant. In addition, NBC is trying to persuade 


udios on the Coast in a bid to 


alleviate the cramped conditions in Manhattan. 


All of which will likely eall for 


some early bueprinting of plans 


looking toward the inevitable construction of TV Centres in 


Gotham for both NBC and CBS. 


(There's little indication at the 


moment that the rival webs will collaborate on a one-big Centre 
project, preferring rather to go their individual ways. ) 








———————_ 


Auto Companies ‘Discovering’ Radio 


All Over Again? Ford in Major Buy 





A forthcoming announcement by¢ 
Ford Motor Co. that it is jumping 
aboard the network radio program- 
ming bandwagon may provide the 
jong-sought spark toward a revital- 
ization of the medium in °54, with 
an unprecedented outpouring of 
Detroit coin shaping up as the au- 
tomotive industry “discovers” net- 
work radio. 

For the moment Ford is sitting 
tight on the announcement, with 
time, program and network facili- 
ties being kept under wraps, but 
it’s understood the buy will be a 
major one and the first of a series 
of network program acquisitions 
with other auto companies falling 
in line. 

Years back Ford was a heavy 
user of network radio, with Henry 





Robert Saudek 


(Director of Radio-TV Workshop, 
Ford Foundation) 
has an interesting dissertation on 


Television’s Beanball 


* * * 


another editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
DUE SOON 











Ford personally taking an active 
interest in the musical-type shows 
that were sponsored by the com- 
pany. The other companies, for 
the most part, were in-and-outers, 
and in the more recent TV era 
practically all the auto makers de- 
serted AM as more and more coin 
was channelled into video program- 
ming, 

However, the “radio story”—of 
lower-cost programming and _in- 
creased sale of sets—appears to 
have made a dent in the Detroit 
precincts, with result that not only 
Ford but other companies as well 
are in the process of rediscovering 
the medium in '54 as a means of 
coping with the more competitive 
Situation among automotives. 

Fact that Kraft is buying Edgar 
Bergen for an expanded 60-minute 
weekly show next season is also 
seen indicative of major sponsors 
‘tinding” radio all over again. 


Fuller Gets Nod 
As McAvity Aide 





ABC Swings TV 


Axe on 4 Shows; 


Jean Carroll Off 


ABC-TV, in its most drastic pro- 
gramming revision since its merger 
with United Paramount Theatres 


last February, swung the axe down 
on four shows this week, including 
its two daytime segments. At the 
same time, the network announced 
that Don McNeill’s “Breakfast 
Club” would begin § simulcasting 
shortty after Feb. 1 and that a 
morning block would be built 
around the longtime radio prop- 
erty. 

Shows getting the axe are the 
two daytimers, “Turn to a Friend” 
and “The Ern Westmore Show,” 
and the two sustainers filling the 
Wednesday night 9-10 niche, Jean 
Carroll's “Take It From Me” situ- 
ation comedy and “The Vaudeville 


| 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The FCC's okay on compatible 
color television standards throws 
into focus the peculiarly sensitive 


front, notably in terms of tint TV. 
For the Radio Corp. of America. 
34 could well be the “year of de- 
| Cision,” for at stake are millions of 
| dollars accruing to RCA annually 
|from its patent licensing business 
| (the millions in revenue that RCA 
|in the past has been able to pour 
|} into constant research and devel- 
;Opment in color television and 
| Other electronic facets). 

| As an indication of the extent of 
| the “patent upheaval” in the off- 
ing, it’s been learned that General 
| Electric is currently in the process 
ri negotiating a deal with CBS for 
| adoption of the Columbia 





color 
camera system, thus marking the 
first major defection in the GE- 
RCA long-standing association and 
creating a situation where GE 
would be riding in two camps— 
with RCA on all its past patent 
commitments and with Columbia 
on color cameras. 

Significant in the projected deal 
is the bearing it will have on the 
powerful RCA patent licensing biz. 
rather than the GE acceptance, as 
such, of the CBS system. 

The royalty rate of “less than 
2%” of the manufacturers’ selling 
| price of apparatus using RCA in- 
ventions has been the means by 
which RCA has been pouring its 
millions into research and devel- 
opment work. (More than $50.- 
000,000 alone went into research 
and development of black-and- 
white TV before RCA made a dime 
profit; by the end of '54 RCA will 
have spent upwards of $30,000,000 
in developing-researching color 
TV.) 

Sarnoff to Analysts 

| GE, along with Westinghouse, is 
currently battling with RCA in the 
courts and refusing to accept 
RCA’s so - called sub - licensing 


;rights under their patents which! 


| expire Dec. 31, °54. The all-impor- 
}tant decision is now pending be- 
{fore the District Court in Dela- 
ware. What the decision will be 
is anybody's guess, but RCA board 
chairman David Sarnoff, in an ad- 
| dress earlier this month before the 
|New York Society of Security Ana- 
| lysts, made it clear that “no matter 
| what the outcome of the case may 
be, no question has been raised as 
to the fact that both GE and West- 
|inghouse are required to continue 
‘to pay RCA, after Dec. 31. °54, 
| royalties on all radio, television 
'and other electronic patents in our 
|field which they use and which 
were developed by GE, Westing- 
/house, the Telephone Co. or RCA 
i before Dec. 31, °54.” 

Sarnoff shared the opinion of 


'RCA experts that from here on in, 
|the big noise, in areas for licens-' 


ting, is color television and tran- 
| sistors, while the GE and Westing. 
| house inventions, he noted, have 
(Continued on page 36) 





Tied up with the post-prexy | Show,” which started only two | VERLOADED’ JESSEL 


wane era" developments at 
vl last week was the pulling of 
Samuel Fuller from his exec pro- 
ducer's post with the Colgate 
Comedy Hour,” effective Feb. 1 
and installing him as national TV 
Program director under Tom Mc- 


mi Reporting to Fuller in turn 
he be Michael Dann, manager of 
: “programming, and Roy Pass- 
nan, Manager i 
in. Manager of program admin- 
istration 
on cantime, Speculation centres 
r+ toy Hy, I} succeed Fuller on “Com- 
sd four, With Merritt (Pete) 
Tun understood first in line 


for the post. 





Bg is a “Weaver man.” They 
oa rl jointly on the rotating 
eae a for Colgate and other 
with nich provided performers 
Ping” into TV. Hee i BB 
the “gmat, oY He came up through | 
hese ation” spheres as pro- | 


direc . ss % 
adeno Ctor, has worked at ad| 


gran. handling bigleague pro- | 
gate .) Nd Was tapped for the Col-| 
i a at its ushering in about 

falsS ago, 


weeks ago. Replacements aren't 
(Continued on page 34) 


Railroad Hour’ Salute 





To and From Harbach 


Otto Harbach, dean of American 


musical - playwrights, will be the, 


guest on “The Railroad Hour” on 
gext Monday (28). 
in has been arranged from Har- 
bach’s living-room in New 

Lawrence and Robert E. 
Jerome have prepared a salute to 
Harbach. Program 
don MacRae and Dorothy Kirsten 
in a “Review of the Year.” 

Harbach, in turn, salutes the 
greats of the musical theatre he 
has worked with: Rudolf Friml, 
Sigmund Romberg, Jerome Kern, 
and Vincent Youmans. 

“Railroad Hour,” in its sixth 
year, has consistently been in the 
top-10 in rating, the first time in 
the history of radio that a musl- 


\cal-show hit the magic circle. 


A special cut-| 


York. | 
Lee | 


features Gor- | 


| EXITS TV ‘COMEBACK’, 


George Jessel has bowed out as 
lemcee of ABC-TV's “Comeback” 
with Robert Alda filling in for a 
couple of weeks before Arlene 
Francis moves in as permanent 
conferencier. Bob Weitman, ABC 
| talent-programs veep, said the fact 
ithat Jessel’s overloaded with his 
own TV’er plus a radio show is 
responsible for the move. 

“Comeback,” which has reverted 


to single sponsorship by 


week sponsor under a_ 13-week 
saturation deal), is also undergoing 
a format change under the Lou 
Cowan office aegis. Stress will be 
|less on people currently trying a 


comeback and more on celebrities | 


who've already done so. In line 
with that, George Shearing is 
slated as guest Friday (25). 

Martin Gabel, Miss Francis’ hus- 
band, has taken over as producer 
jof the show, 


Situation shaping up on the patent - 


: 


McCann-Erickson; 


Sealy | 
Mattress on an every-week basis | 
(Ekco Products was in as alternate- | 


S4-THE YEAR OF THE PATENT 














Veteran Newscaster-Reporter 
John Daly 
tells 
How To Make Wince- 
Meat Out of a TV 
News Show 


? * ” 
an amusing editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 


Frank White To 














Heads Int'l Setup 


Frank White, who bowed out as 
prexy of NBC last summer, has | 
joined McCann-Erickson agency 
2nd becomes chairman of the board 
of the International Division, a 


‘ wholly-owned subsidiary of agency. ; 
i winner 


is topped by H 
K. McCann as -board chairman; 
Marion Harper Jr., as president 
and Emerson Foote as executive 
'veepee. At the same time McC-E 
also announced appointment of 
George Giese as prexy of the In- 
ternational Division. Giese was 
‘formerly veepee and director of 
the international setup. 

As beard chairman, White will be 
in command of 17 offices overseas 
—in Europe and Latin America— 


Parent company 


‘and will do extensive travelling. 


Immediate spectulation was 
whether the White move-in wil! in- 
vite a switch ef the $3,500,000 
RCA account to McCann-Erickson 
(RCA is yanking the biz from J 
Walter Thompson. ) However, 
with McC-E already involved in 
the lucrative Westinghouse bill- 
ings and Columbia Records, it in- 
|volves conflicts that automatically 
rule out any acquisition of the 
RCA biz. 


ELMER DAVIS BACK, 
| SET FOR AM&TV 


Elmer Davis, who a couple of 
| months ago quit his longtime radio 
show on ABC because of ill health, 
is returning te the air on a once- 
| weekly basis and is also making 
|his debut as a regular television 
commentator. He's slated to start 
ia Sunday at 1 p. m. quarter-hour 
TV commentary on Jan. 17, with 
| radio starting on Jan. 3 in the Sun 
day night 10:15 slot. 

Radio version will be a tape of 
the TV show, but because the radio 
segment starts earlier, the first two 
,shows will be original with AM 
Davis is reportedly on the mend, 
but he’s still not well enough to 
return to a five-a-week sked. 


All-Negro Cast Set For 
Sammy Davis TV Show 


ABC-TV’s projected Sammy Dav- 
is Jr.-Will Mastin Trio musical 
comedy show, kinnie of which has 
| already been completed but is not 
| yet being shown, is set to roll with 
an all-Negro cast, the first live net- 
work TVer of its kind. 

Web has been showing the kin- 








FORTUNE AT STAKE CBS Radio's 8200000 Biling 
IN COLOR TV FAN Windfall; Four Robt. Q Sponsors; 
Bergen, Godfrey 


Digest’ Coin Lures 


Year-end rush of clients into 
network radio with sponsorship 
deals starting in January has given 
CBS something to shout about— 
an unexpected $2,000,000 billings 
windfall. Just at a time when CBS 
was bemoaning its fate in the 
Chesebrough fadeout from his 
longtime bankrolling of “Dr. Chris- 
ian” and Lucky Strike’s pullout on 
the Horace Heidt show, the onrush 
of new biz not only offsets the 
casualties but has given the net- 
work new heart in appraising the 
future. Likewise. coupied with the 
revelation that Ford is making a 


major nighttime entry into radio 
‘see separate story) with likelihood 


, af other auto companies following 


suit, the 54 network radio picture, 
and particularly as far as CBS is 
concerned, takes on a brighter hue. 

Perhaps the most unique aspect 
of the new CBS biz is the manner 
in which the clients are jumping 
on the Robert Q. Lewis bandwag- 
on. Even though his new Saturday) 
morning radio entry doesn’t preem 
until Jan. 2, CBS last week brought 
in its fourth sponsor for the hour 
(1l1-to-noon' show when VanCamp 
negotiated a deal with the web. 
Previously CBS had signed up 
Pinesol. Mutual of Omaha, and 
Nehi. Talent lineup for the show 
was also finalized last week. with 
Jan Arden ‘recent “Talent Scouts” 
the Uhordettes. Sally 
Sweetiand. Earl Wrightson and 
Ray Block's orch as the major com- 
ponents 

Saturday entry is. of course, in 
addition to Lewis’ afternoon cross- 


the-board radio sbew. He also 
starts an afternoon fve-times-a- 
week TV show in January. with 


| practically the same talent lineup 


prevailing as on his Saturday 
stanza. 
Decision of CBS to move the 


“Godfrey Digest” radie show from 
Sunday afternoon to Friday nights 
8:30-9:30 has also proven a spon- 
sorship bonanza for the network, 
with 45 minutes of the show al- 
ready sold. Owens-Corning, which 
sponsored “Digest” until a month 
ago, has decided to return, taking 
over the 8:30-9 segment. In addi- 
tion, Bristol-Myers is buying 9- 
9:15, leaving a quarter-hour avail- 
ability. “Stage Struck” is currently 


| occupying the Friday hour slot, but 
| is being shifted to Sunday after- 


| noons 5-6 in the hopes of inviting 


a bigger audience 

In addition to sponsoring Lewis, 
VanCamp has also bought 11 Edgar 
Bergen stanzas as alternate spon- 
sor with Conselidated Cosmetics. 


RCA $3,500,000 
Biz Exiting JWT 
The lucrative $3,500,000 Radio 
Corp. of America billings are being 





;thrown on the open market, with 


| as airconditioners, stoves, etc 


nie to its sales force, but it hasn't | 


; put ii on the agency rounds yet 
Ashmead Scott produced and di- 
rected the kinnie; Sid Kuller 
' scripted. 


a mad scramble among agencies al- 
ready under way, as result of RCA 
serving notice on J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency that it is yanking its 
biz. The move is not unexpected 
since it's known that RCA has been 
unhappy with the JWT association 


for some time. 

RCA notice to Thompson's prexy 
Stanley Resor is six months in 
advance, and it's not anticipated 
that the billings will actually 
switch to another agency until 


some time in mid-'54. JWT handles 
all the RCA radio-TV biz, as well 
as RCA Victor. (White goods, such 
are 
handled by Al Paul Lefton agency. 
Actually RCA is so set up ad- 
ministrative-wise, that i! in 4 
position to handle its own ac: 
That goes for advertising, m¢ 
dising, exploitation, etc. 


ounts 


chan- 
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HERBERT FIRST MAJOR CASUALTY 
IN NEW PAT & BOB’ NBC REGIME 





Resignation of John K. Herbert 
as veepee administrative sales 
chieftain at NBC-TV, reportedly 
effective Jan. 1, represents the first 


major “casualty” within the net- | 


work echelon fraternity since the 
ascendancy of the Pat Weaver-Bob 
Sarnoff regime. The news, how- 
ever, that Herbert is due to check 
out doesn't come as any particular 
surprise to those close to the 
scene of operation, for it’s not ex- 
actly a secret that prexy Weaver 
and Herbert didn’t share the same 
policy ideologies. 

Herbert himself had once as- 
pired to the NBC presidency and 
some months back, during the 
Frank White prexy regime, had 
served as head of the television 


network, with virtually everybody t 


else in TV reporting to him. 
When, however, Gen. David Sar- 
noff himself took over active com- 
mand of both the radio and TV 
networks after the White exit, Her- 
bert’s duties were limited to sales. 
His resignation ‘he still has a two- 
year contract which the network 
presumably is buying up) helps al- 
leviate a situation within the sales 


division in which at least three | 


major execs have been operating, 
the others being veepee George 
Frey ‘27-year vet of the organiza- 
tion’ and Charles ‘Bud? Barry, for- 
mer TV programming chief at the 
web. Frey. it’s understood, will 
become No. 1 sales veepee. 


Flock of Mutual 
Personnel Shifts 


A handful of kev shifts were 
made at Mutual last week. Julius 





F. Seebach. web veepee. upped 
three men. Richard Puff. director 
ef research and sales planning 
upped another two. while a sixth 


man was added to t 
lations staff 

Rocco Tito. with Mutu 
°49 on production staff. has been 
named executive producer. Richard 
Sassenberg, lately traffic official, 
was made production supervisor. 
Seebach made both appointments 
effective immediately. The veepee 
also named Frank Miller. night 
program supervisor for two years. 
liaison between the network's pro- 
gram. traffic and facilities. 

In Puff’s department. he singied 
out Henry Poster. formerly chief 
of research for Mutual, to head 
the presentation staff and, simul- 
taneously. brought in Joseph Stein 
to replace Poster 

The last appointment was made 
by Charies Godwin, director of 
station relations. He has inked a 
deal with Charies King. general 
manager of WKAL. Rome, N.Y., 
to take the post of station rela- 
tions contact rep for the web. 


‘CRIME PHOTOG’ BACK 


ON CBS RADIO SKED 


Lester Gottlieb. CBS Radio pro- 
gram chieftain, is restoring “Crime 
Photographer” to the roster in a 
reshuffling of the 
night schedule as result of the 
Chesebrough cancellation of “Dr 
Christian.” New program lineup 
goes into effect Jan. 13, with 
“Crime Photographer” going into 
the 9 to 9:30 


longtime role. John 
again produce and direct. 


Slotting of “Crime Photograph- | 


er’ will give CBS a sustained two- 
hour block of melodramas, with 
the schedule reading: “FBI In 
Peace & War” at 8; “21st Precinct” 
‘the web's toprated sustainer) at 
8:30; “Crime Photographer” at 9 
and “Crime Classics” at 9:30. 


Gray | Drops Audience 


Barry Gray and top echelon at 


WMCA, Gotham indie, have de- | 
cided to upset a longtime success- | 


ful formula and brave a change 


when they drop the studio audi- | 


ence at the 
night time 


former's two-hour 
interview-conimentary 


show shortly after the first of the | 


year. 


Revision occurs when Grav re- ! 


turns from a two-week junket to 
Europe and Israel. 


Wednesday | 


segment and} 
with Staats Costworth back in his| 
Dietz will} 
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| Impresario of Amoteur Talent 


| Ted Mack 


is of the opinion thet there's 
| plenty of talent creund and 


| If You Look, 
You Will Find It 


* * * 


|| one of the many byline features 
in the forthcoming 





48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











FCC Supports CBS 
~ In St. Loo TV Bid 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

Petition by St. Louis Univ., 
licensee of radio station WEW, to 
+bar CBS from the contest for chan- 
nel 11 in St. Louis, in view of the 
recent anti-monopoly order limit- 
ing networks to interests in five 
stations, was turned down yester- 
| dav ‘Mon.) by the FCC. 
| The agency will allow CBS to 
| compete providing it diverts itself. 
| within a three-year period, of one 
of its minority interests in the 
event of a grant. 

The Commission also denied a 


petition by Broadcast House. Inc., | 


to make all channels available in 
St. Louis UHF in order to equal- 
ize the competition. 


ABC’S NEW YEAR-END 
COIN; BUICK 1-SHOTS 


Some unexpected Year-end coin 
filtered into the ABC Radio net 
last week. though most of it was 
shared by other webs. Buick. which 
bought several spots on CBS’ Pow- 
er Plan. was the main donor. buy- 





ing the Jan. 3 edition of “American | 


Music Hall” and the Jan. 4 and 6 
shows of the “Mike Malloy” pri- 
vate eye series. 

Web also pacted Assemblies of 
God to sponsor “Revival Time” on 
Sundays 10:30 to 11. Deal was 
placed by the Walter F. Bennett 
agency. Buick coin came via Kud- 
ner. Web also got an order from 
Gillette to carry the razor firm’s 
big Christmas show tNBC-TV on 
tele) on the radio net. This doesn't 
represent new coin, however, since 
it takes the place of the ‘Friday 
Night Fights.”’ which ABC carries 
on radio anyway. But the pet was 
pitching several oneshots at the 
Maxon agency to bally the hour- 
long Yuletide show. 


vv 


DERR’S DIXIE DOODLE 


CBS Sports Boss to Barnstorm 
To Middle February 


CBS Radio sports director John 
Derr departed this week for a tour 
of the southern circuit where he'll 
keep going until mid-February on 
a combo biz-vacation. He’s tapped 
himself to produce the Miami 
Orange Bowl gridcast on New 
Year’s Day, this to be preceded by 
experting in which Derr, Red Bar- 
ber and Bob Neal will participate. 
Next Saturday (26) Derr’s sports- 
cast will be quested by Red Socker 
Ted Williams and_ golf's Sam 
Snead. On Jan. 9 he'll be in Mo- 
bile for web’s coverage of the 
Senior Bowl! with Barber play-by- 
playing and Derr coloring it up. 

Derr will originate his weekend 
shows from Mobile, with Sabbath 
stanza to have St. Loo Cards man- 
ager Eddie Stanky, who lives in 
the Alabama city. He’ll then shift 
to the Coast to cover Bing Crosby’s 
Pebble Beach golf tourney, return- 


ing to Dixie after that for the’ 


Tampa Women's Open where he'll 
have as a guest Ai Lopez, Cleve- 
land Indian manager, who's a resi- 
dent of Tampa. 


ABC's Radio Rate 





ABC Radio's new rate plan for 
morning and evening strips. cur- 
rently in the hands of the web's 
affiliates, should be okayed and 
available for sponsors by the first 
of the year. Plan provides for co- 
sponsorships of morning and eve- 
ning quarter-hour strips at half 
the quarter-hour rate instead of 
the customary quarter-hour-plus 
rate. 

Under the plan, a morning strip 
‘not yet selected) would be sold 
on a half-sponsorship five-days-a- 
week basis instead of the current 
two and one-half quarter-hours- 
per-week buy, with the sponsor 
carrying show 


type of sale, sponsor buying into 


the plan would pay a total weekly | 


rate of 100° of the hour rate for 
the five shows. Also, if only one 
sponsor is sold, stations can sell 
the other half locally until a sec- 
ond bankroller is signed. 


On the evening side. the 8 to 9 
block of four quarter-hour strips 
will be available under the same 
type of sale, except that a sponsor 
must buy four segments per week 
‘strips run Tuesday-thru-Friday). 
Same principle holds, under which 
each sponsor pays only one half 
the quarter-hour rate, instead of 
, one-half plus an extra charge, 








25 Seconds That Shook CBS-TV 


“All My Love,” starring Nina 


Foch on CBS-TV's “Studio One.” 


was a welcome relief from major production problems for the pro- 
gram staff, ad agency and public relations personnel after the re- 


cent “Dry Run” program. 


“Dry Run” was a submarine epic. The U. S. Navy was asked 


for motion pictures of the USS 


introduce the program. 


Nautilus, atomic submarine now 


being completed in New London by the General Dynamics Corp. 
Films were taken expressly for the telecast, and put through the 
Washington process of declassification and clearance. 
Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, Commandant 3d Naval District, agreed to 
The Navy arranged for directors. tech- 


Rear Adm. 


| nicians and actors—plus publicity men and photographers—to 
board both the USS Spikefish and Gato for technical information 


| and photos. 
the Monday show. 
| to release the Nautilus film. 


Everything was fine—until Friday morning before 
The Defense Dept. in Washington decided not 
After numerous long distance calls, 


| the decision was dropped in the lap of Secretary of Defense 


Charles E. Wilson. 


Meanwhile, a model of the Nautilus was sought—and found—in 


the Boston Museum of Science. 


Over the weekend, Navy men and 


| CBS finally reached the curator of the museum who said the 


model could be borrowed 
needn't be returned. 


“Studio One.” 
companied by another publ 
Wilson had just released the 


| the web for cutting. 
on-the-air, 


but as far as he was concerned, it 
On Sunday morning, another model was 
unearthed, but this one was enroute by express to New Orleans. On 
Sunday afternoon still another model was discovered, in the home 
of a General Dynamics Corp. official who said he would lend it to 


A “Studio One” publicity man was dispatched on Monday, ac- 


; ! icity man to help carry it—and they ar- 
rived at McCann-Erickson, model intae 


. to learn that Secretary 


Nautilus film which was rushed to 
rrimmed down, the film lasted 25 seconds— 


Plan Bows Soon 


three days one: 
week, two the next. Under this} 


arrangements will continue as 
assigned to Presque Isle, is not 


with their own funds. 


centives and making tours of 
tractive.” 





~ FCC Okays Air Base TV Station 


Washington, Dec. 22. 


The FCC revealed yesterday (Mon.) it has given permission to 
the Air Force Base at Limestone, 5 
for a low power TV station for entertainment of troops. The 


Me., to use a commercial channe] 


long as the channel, which js 
applied for. 


The station, which is being built with profits of the base post 
exchange and motion picture theatre, will go on the air Christmas 
Eve with special live shows and film, and plans to start regular 
onerations in January. Receivers will be purchased by the troops 


The project, which will cost about $30,000, may be the first of 
a series of short range TV stations»at isolated bases of the strategic 
air command which are inaccessible to reception from commercia] 
TV service. “Television facilities,’ said Gen. Curtis Lemay, Chief 
of the SAC, “are being considered as a means of increasing in- 


duty at isolated bases more at- 








New Dock Union Pours Coin Into 


N.Y. Stations in 


Veteran Announcer 


Andre Baruch 
has 


Some 25-Year Reflec- 
tions On How To 
Speak Your Piece 


* * * 





ce bright byline piece in the 
upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 











“Mille Clearance 
Stymies CBS-TV 


| That 





“station time” bugaboo, 
which has thrown the networks for 


| many a sponsorship loss in recent 
| months, has cropped up again— 
this time at CBS-TV. 


| Charles Antell has put in an or-/| 


| der for a pickup of the “Meet 
Millie” show in the Saturday eve- 
ning 7-7:30 period ‘on condition 
that the network deliver a respect- 
able segment of the affiliates), but 
so far it’s been rough going. Sta- 
tions covet that 7-7:30 period cross- 
the-board for local clients and are 
reluctant to turn the time over to 
the network. Same situation is go- 


clients are a dime a dozen for both 
7-7:30 and 10:30-11 p.m., “‘when 
and if you can get us the stations.” 


CAMELS TO SPONSOR 
ABC SUGAR BOWL GRID 


ABC got off a sustaing hook to 
the tune of neariy $100,000 this 
week by finalizing a deal for R. J. 
Reynolds Camels to sponser the 
Sugar Bowl on New Year's Day 
over the ABC radio and TV net- 
works. Deal came less than two 
weeks before the event. 

Bill Stern is set to handle the 
{|TV play-by-play, while Bob Finne- 
| gan will do the radio commentary. 
Game pits Georgia Tech against 
West Virginia in the 20th New 
Orleans contest. Web is currently 
trying to peddle fore and aft and 
intermission features. Also on the 
docket is the annual Mummers’ Pa- 
rade from Philadelphia, to which 
ABC-TV has sewn up the rights but 
which it won’t put on the air un- 
less there’s a sponsor to go with it. 
For Reynolds, it’s its second New 
Year’s buy, having previously 
picked up the intermission and 
fore and aft features in NBC-TV’s 
Rose and Orange Bowl schedule. 


‘3 Johns’ Get ‘Double’ 


“Doube or Nothing,” production 
of which last week passed from the 











zation, will henceforth be produced 
by the packaging firm of Master- 
son, Reddy & Nelson. 

“Three Johns” were assigned 
the show by Ward Wheelock 
agency, which owns the property 
and reps the sponsors, Campbell 
Soups. TV version is on CBS, 
radio version on ABC. 





Waterfront Dispute 


» The hot labor dispute on the 


dockfronts over who's boss—the 
old racket-ridden International 
Longshoremen’s Assn. or AFL's 
new ILA—has brought coin to the 
Gotham broadcast basket. Morris 
S. Novik, radio director of AFL, 
mapped out a campaign of radio 
news shows under the labor union's 
sponsorship to bring home the 
vote in yesterday (22) and today's 
balloting among dockers to see 
which organization becomes their 
official arm. 


The constant bickering between 
the deposed Joe Ryan’s “gangster 
union” and the new AFL outfit, 
forced the NLRB to call for the 





ing on at NBC, where prospective | 


hands of the Walt Framer organi- | 


vote. Nobody will know until 
Xmas day or after just how effec- 
‘tive Novik’s campaign was. 

In addition to a spot radio cam- 
paign (100 placements or better), 
| Novik for the past month has had 
\four morning news (also weather 
'and ship skeds) shows on New 
| York stations and two weekend 
| Shows of the same nature. Two 
a.m. stanzas on WHOM, were done 
,in Italian and Polish for the large 
number of longshoremen of these 
extractions. The other two were 
on WABC and WINS—and all of 
|them were aired early enough to 
catch the problem-ridden workers 
before first ‘“‘shapeup.” 


WLIB got more of the coin with 
a Saturday Polish newscast, and 
WHOM some with a Sunday pres- 
entation in Italian. The AFL arm 
in sponsoring made no attempt on 
these broadcasts to hit the dock- 
men over the head with its bene- 
fits. Instead Novik restricted them 
to a torm of institutional advertis- 
|\ing—‘‘Program brought to you by 
ILA of AFL, etc.” 

The spot campaign was saved 
for saturation for this last Sunday 
through Tuesday to get the work- 
|ers’ votes. 

A short documentary on water- 
; front condition was presented via 
| NBC-TV’s “Today” yesterday (22). 
Free time was also made available 
to George Meany, national chief of 
AFL, by Bill Leonard on CBS ra- 
idio and Kate Smith on NBC-TV. 
Meany further expressed his views 
on the waterfront setup via WABC 
and WOR-TV on Monday (21). 


Webs’ SRO Snags 
60-Min. Lux Video 


With Lever Bros. having already 

served notice on CBS-TV that it is 
|vacating its Thursday night half- 
| hour slot in order to get its “Lux 
| Video Theatre” off the opposite- 
“Dragnet” hook, the shifting of the 
show to a new time and new net- 
, work facilities will also be the oc- 
casion for Lux expanding to a full 
| hour show. 


Just where the show will land is 
still up in the air, since there isn't 
'a 60-minute nighttime span avail- 
, able on either CBS or NBC. ABC- 
| TV is bidding for the property and 
|the lucrative billings, but Lever, 
| it's reported, feels more disposed 
| toward an NBC availability. 

| A full hour “Lux Video Thea- 
tre” has been in the talking stage 
for a long time, with the move 
probably cueing the fadeout of the 
long-running CBS radio version 
| some time early in 54. But at the 
moment it all hinges on when and 
if an hour TV slot suitable to both 
the client and the network 
;opens up. 
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Reverse Compatibility’ 


COLOK 


Amid the abundant positive factors relating to the FCC's go- 


ahead on 
one part on ; 
actual advent of the “color era. 


patil 
not 


rhe 


’ 


colorvision, comparatively little attention was drawn to 
of the Commission’s 44-page treatise 


Ssignalizing the 
But big as life loomed ‘“Com- 


sility Clauses” 34, 35 and 36 of the overall docket which was 
made officially a part of the publicly directed statement. 
first clause defines compatibility ‘in the usual sense,” 


iat 


catisfactory reception of b&w pictures from colorcasts, but then 


tackles ci 
of the “hot potatoes 


maybe even before). 
Jates 


receivers without alteration. 


another aspect of the subject which may develop into one 
after tint receivers get into the homes 
This is “reverse compatibility, 
to satisfactory reception of monochrome signals on color 
While no 


(or- 
re- 


” 


which 


change is required in 


existing b&w sets for reception of a monochrome picture from 


color 


transmissions, the FCC observes that “it appears that the 


b&w pictures suffer some degradation” and that “at distances 
from the receiver where the line structure is evident there is 


also a dot structure visible.” 


It says, however, 


that beyond this 


critical distance “there appears to be no significant deterioration in 


the picture... 


we do not believe it will 


. the degree of degradation is not substantial, and 
interfere seriously with the 


public's 


viewing of color programming in black & white.” 
But when it comes to the second aspect—“reverse compatibil- 


ity’—the statement reads: “No 


A number of parties commented favorably on the 


submitted. 
ability of 


iest data has been 


present color receivers in this respect, but the statements were 


of a general nature unsupported by data. 


Our own observation in- 


dicates that the monochrome picture suffers a noticeable loss of 
definition when received on a colorset.”’ 

Clause 37 brings up the rear of this phase to put convertibility 
in the dead pigeon class when it comes to changes necessary in 
order to enable existing sets to receive color transmissions in 


FCC’s coup d’grace: 


color. 


“No practical 


converter has been 


demonstrated nor does it appear that proponents of the proposed 
signal specifications have any current plans for the production 


of converters.” 


The “hue and cry’’—when and if it does come—is expected to 
center on the quality of monochrome reception stemming from a 


b&w transmission intended for a colorset. 








FCC Not Too Happy About Colorset 


eer | 





IN HANDS 0 


F RECEIVERS 





RETAIL PRESSURE Sarnoff & Folsom, Stanton, DuMont, 
AVCO et al, Respond to Tint Ukase 


FOR D&W HYPO: 


The best laid plans of mice and 
monochrome will be executed from 
here in on the approach to a 
“greater black & white era” smack 
in the face of the FCC's authoriza- 
tion last Thursday (17) of commer- 
cial telecasting via the compatible 


| color system fostered by the NTSC 


to take effect immediately 
adoption of standards. Ordinarily, 


| a Waiting period of 40 days, during 


| diately 


which the standards are to be pub- 
lished in the Federal Register, 
must elapse. Commission got 
around that technicality imme- 
by permitting interim 
broadcasts, provided it’s notified by 
wire in advance of program time. 
In short, colorvision is here and 


after. 


| all that remains is (1) performance, | 


| and 
| that—on sets they do not yet have. | 


(2) the f 


= 


public’s reception ¢ 


But 
stake 


those hordes with a huge 
in durable goods—black & 


| White telesets, plus manufacturers 


| of 


Cost Factor, Also Servicing Burden 


From both a public and industry + 
view, some of the FCC’s comment | 
on costs embodied in the official | 


nod on coloreasting is 


in many | 


ways the most important of its de- | 


tailed statement. Ever‘since CBS’ 
field sequential system was nixed, 
the Commission has been ultra- 
sensitive to “the public interest” 
—and ‘interest’ includes’ the 
money factor, which in turn means 
a receiver cheap enough to be 
“available” to the masses. 

A few months ago in Washington 
alter the FCC had held tinted dem- 
onstrations in New York, oppo- 
nents of the new color specifica- 
tions on which the. go-ahead has 

been given contended that 
little basis now exists for a rea- 
sonable assurance” that receivers 
under the proposed system would 
be cheap enough for the public at 
large. The Commission, however, 
okayved the NTSC method after 
considering a multitude of factors 
other than the cost to the con- 
Sumer Of a colorset. (Before it 
capitulated to the “mating”? meth- 
od, CBS had been the foremost op- 
ponent of compatibility, plugging 


now 


Instead its controversial field se- 
quential method.) 

(he Commission admits in its 
covering statement that figures in 
the record concerning estimated 


Continued on page 36) 


(BS, NBC Line Up 
Colorcast Skeds 


rhe lwo 


remy cae major networks were 
, “IN program skeds_ which 
>, &xploited heavily following 
"6 ‘Color announcement. 
NAc ‘hose on the tint list of 
Don rh = Peepers, Bob Hope, 
Neen Connor, “Show ‘ of 
er gy, nralt TY Theatre,” Kate 
Dinah Shane Dave Garroway, and 
pedo will meus en big tint tor- 


fe ‘| move into position New 
ars Day Via colorcast of Tour- 
*nt of Roses parade in Pasa- 


ade ‘. = , i 
' "4 Prose 21 stations carrying the 
in a JtOrwise, this'll be the first 
7 . st-to-east, in Coast origina- 
lion inder the FCC standards, in 
cnet Studio remote pickup of 
} ai ve i 
by event, and in net program | 
( al equipment, 

3S pushed its color scheme in 
quarterly 





} 








What’s The Tint Story? 


A group of experts, including 
Drs. Allen B. DuMont and Thomas 


T. Goldsmith, are being called in- 


to cue the public on the nature and 
future of color TV via DuMont’s 
“What's the Story?” Thursday, 
Jan. 14. Third member of the 
panel will be Kenneth B. Wilson, 


president of the National Better 
Business Bureau. 
Emcee John K. M. McCaffrey 


will drop regular format for stanza 
to conduct round-table discourse 
on the recent FCC greenlight on 
color TV. 


Lotsa Network 
Gabbing Out Of 
Chi These Days 


99 
“<- 





Chicago, Dec 
The Windy City may be lagging 
behind in its entertainment-type 
radio-TV network contributions but 
it's living up to its nickname as far 
network newscasters and pun- 
dits are concerned. There are cur- 
rently seven Chi gabbers getting 
national radio exposure with ABC 
leading the parade with four. 
Within recent weeks Austin Kip- 


as 


linger, who inherited the Elmer 
| Davis strip, and Ulmer Turner, 
with his Monday through Thurs- 


Y steps, with web antici- |Join Mutual's 
‘Continued on page 28) 


day quarter-hour, joined Paul Har- 
vey as from-Chi ABC newsspielers 
Harvey's daily 12 (noon) airer 
presently one of the web's most 
lucrative co-op ventures with local 
sponsor pickups across the country. 
Turner's ABC show is reportedly 
on the verge of being sold to Hal- 
licrafters, who sponsor him locally 
|on WENR. In the show biz news 
|/and gossip category, Sun-Times 
columnist Irv Kupcinet  partici- 
pates in the network's “Three 
City Byline” roundelay Tuesdays 
through Fridays. 

WGN has two newsmen working 
Mutual spreads — Holland Engle 
and Robert F. Hurleigh. Latter, 


IS 


“Oast-toreoast series using spe- | however, switches to the web side 


permanently at month's end, exit- 
ing his WGN news director post to 
Washington | staff. 


(Continued on page 36) 


, scheme, 


video equipment ‘n_ general, 
aren't inclined to wait for any ‘*40- 


“We Won, Mom!’ 


Washinton, Dec. 22. 

Adoption of NTSC color 
standards is a “great victory 
for the people.” Sen. Edwin 
& Johnson ‘D-Colo.) told 
VARIETY last week following 
the FCC action authorizing 
commercial use of the new 
compatible system. “It’s been 
a long hard fight and a very 
happy day for me,” he added. 

Sen. Johnson, as former 
chairman of the _ Interstate 
Commerce Commitiee, played 
a major role in prodding the 
FCC to shake coler TV out of 
the laboratories. Only last 
Spring he threatened a Sen- 
ate investigation of the elec- 


tronics manufacturing indus- 
try to determine whether 
color was being deliberately 


held back. 








day wonders” to find out where 
their revenues are going. Galvan- 
ized into the proverbial action by 
the FCC's red-blue-and-greenlight. 
the TV manufacturers association 
and regional and state subdivisions 
are going down the line at the 
very source to try to stem the 
color tide until they can divest 
themselves of teleset inventory and 
“tool up” for “Operation Tint.” 
And the best source for “pressure” 
is. of course, the local TV stations 
which, themselves hardly ready to 
accept the newly ordained color 
are expected to lend a 
sympathetic ear to the plaints of 


local retailers, distributors, et al 


Should this squeeze play mean 
anything at all, it’s bound to 
“move upstairs” from stations-at- 


(Continued on page 36 


FCC: Tint TY Will 


Never Be Readier 


That the 





’ 


FCC went into its 
“Color Now” act with its eyes wide 
open to the public “disadvantages” 
of immediate tintele is reflected in 
downbeats that occur again and 
again in its detailed declaration of 
last Thursday (17) from Washing- 
ton. But the Commission's overall 
objective won out—color TV will 
never be readier for the public 
than it is now and the “tryout” 
stage would be just as premature 
in, say, 1954 or 1955. 

Some of this thinking was sup- 
ported in the concurring state- 


‘ments of Commissioners E.M. Web- 


ster, George E. Sterling and Rob- 
ert E. Lee. While all of them stood 
solidly behind opening the door 
to color, they had certain qualifi- 
cations; Webster, for instance. 
After pinpointing high cost of tele- 
sets. complexity of receivers, de- 
gradation of color transmissions as 
received on monochrome sets, de- 


(Continued on page 36) 


, Gray, 





* + 


Touring Tintele 
Robert E. Lee, “baby”? mem- 
ber of the FCC, in his concur- 
ring statement on a colorvi- 
sion system, wound up with: 
“T am delighted 4t long last 
to have had a smuli part in 
putting the show on the road.” 


WOR-TV Anxious 
To Shed $3,000,000 
tudios; Webs Bid 


WOR-TYV would like to shed its 
$3,000,000 Gotham studios on 67th 
street. N. Y.. it’s been verified by 
both James M. Gaines and Gordon 
outgoing and incoming 
chiefs, respectively, of the local 
divisions of General Teleradio. For 
the past three months, NBC-TV 
and others have reportedly been 
crying for the studios. large enough 
to house a network programming 
operation. 





Gaines. who leaves to take 
charge of WOAI and WOAI-TV 
operations in San Antonio, at 
year’s end, stated in a meeting 


with his successor, that all but two 
of WOR-TV’s shows will emanate 
from the new studio in the Empire 
State Building Two major dra- 
matic productions, “Broadway TV 
Theatre” and “Harlem Detective 
will for the time being, at any rate 
continue to be seen from the 67th 
street studios 

Neither Gaines nor Gray 
disclose the prospective buvers’ 
names. but it was indicated that 
two of them are major TV webs 
and the third. a major motion pic 
company. .Presently, General Tele- 
radio is renting the better portion 
of its 67th street studio floor space 

(Continued on page 30) 


TOMMY RIGGS PREPS 
COMEBACK VIA TV 


would 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 22 
Tommy Riggs, a Pittsburgh boy 
who got his start here in radio 
more than a score of years ago 
with a now-forgotten partner 


Glenn Moke. is poised for another 


comeback, this time in television 
Riggs departed for Chicago over 
weekend to sift three network of- 


fers there ‘ABC, CBS and DuM« 


after spending three menths rest- 


mit 


ing up here at the home of his 
father following a vear's stretch as 
a jack-of-all-trades in Birmingham 
Ala... teevee. 

Some of Riggs’ new plans also 
include his wife. Noel, who was 
w.k. in broadcasting circles in New 


York before their marriage four or 


f 


five vears ago. He's put together a 
format for a Mr. and Mrs. audi- 
ence participation show which is 
now under consideration in Chi 
During the Riggs’ Birmingham 
stay. Mrs. Riggs was active in lit- 
tle theatre work. 


DuM Lab Skips Dividend 
To Pursue Tint TV Prod. 


An “imperative” need for addi 
tional working capital to use in 
color TV production made DuMont 
Lab stockholders lose out, tem 
porarily at least, on their most 
recent common. stock dividends 
Firm's board of directors met last 
Friday (18) in its December get- 
together—right on the heels of the 
FCC okay on commercial color TV 
standards—and decided to take no 
action on the stock. 

Money will be used in produc- 
tion ef color tubes, receivers and 
transmitting equipment. 

Dr. DuMont indicated that sales 
for the first 11 months of '53 were 
‘up 20°o over like period last year. 





Set alongside the enthusiastic 
!statements by the two other webs 

RCA-NBC and CBS-Columbia) 

with a rich stake in both program- 
ming and teleset manufacturing for 
colorvision, Dr. Allen B. DuMont’s 
view of FCC's greenlight on tint 
took a downbeat turn as _ he 
glommed the situation beyond the 
rainbow. While taking note of the 
“progressive course’ charted by 
the TV industry, the head of Du- 
Mont Labs declared that the FCC 

decision “is ahead of the indus- 
try’s ability to deliver commercial- 
practical color television equip- 
ent and programs in any appre- 
ciable quantity for several years.’ 
3ut he also put into the record 
that ‘“‘we are abreast of technica! 
and industry manufacturing prog- 
ess, and in some respects we be- 
lieve we are ahead of it.” 

Dr. DuMont, a pioneer TV and 
tintele technician, said his compan) 
would devote itself to bigscreen 
video because he believes the pub- 
lic will demand it and “our policy 
with respect to large screens shal! 
not change insofar as color is con- 
cerned.”” Company will produce 
such a receiver some time in 1954. 
with no particular period of th 
year indicated. 

“The public should 
Dr. DuMont saia, “that 
Mont nor the rest of the industri 
be able to deliver any sub- 
stantial number of color receivers 
of any size at prices which the 
general public can afford for sev- 
eral years. Nor will there be 
enough color programs broadcast 
to justify a large receiver instrwu- 
ment investment by the viewing 
public until color receivers are 
available in quantity. Meantime, ne 
one should deprive himself of the 
enjoyment of television on blac 
& white receivers which will a! 
“avs be able to receive both colo: 
and black & white programs.” 
Sarnoff-Folsom Statement 

an elaborate 10-page st 
ment, RCA board chairman 
Gen. David Sarnoff and 
Frank M. Folsom cited 1} 
000.000 role of RCA-NBC in tintec 
TV and said that another $15.( 
000 will into the pot 
first year on the rainbow 
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WPTZ Sets a Ist 
On Local Tint Show 


Continued on 





Philadelphia. Dec. 22 

Westinghouse outlet WPTZ tele 
cast the nation’s first color TV 
preera ning ana ad rtising b 
local station F ida 18 foll Wir 
i} FCC's approval of compatib!: 
color TV. Thursday night 7 

Phileo Corp... former owners 0 
WPTZ. cooperated with the statior 
in the color telecast. which w 
presented under the first color ex 
perimental license issued by t} 
FCC to a local station 

Telecast consisted of color fil: 
programming and a color comme: 


cial. presented on “Skinner's Spot 
light” (2 to 2:30 p.m Film por 
tion consisted of clips from Wal 
Disney Technicolor production 
“Living Desert.” The color com 


mercial was the regular plug in the 


program for Fels & Co. Felso 
WPTZ had prepared color slides 
for Fels, local soap manufacture! 
more than two months ago 


Video section of colorcast, whic! 
was seen by Philadelphians i! 
black-and-white, originated fro! 
Phileo Research Laboratory ir 
North Philadelphia. Audio narr: 
tion was from the WPTZ midtow!: 
studio, by George Skinner, emce: 


of the “Spotlight” show 
Added technical interest stem 
from use of what is believed t 


be the only 35m continuous pro 
jector. Four-mile distance be 
tween Philco plant and WPTZ wa 
spanned by a microwave relay. 
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National AM Spot Biz Up 8%, TV's 
307, Hike; Blair Again Heads SRA 


National spot business in radio¢ 


has risen 8% in the past year and 
television spot business has gome 
up 30° over 1952. John Blair, 
head of the John Blair station rep 
companies and president of the 
Station Regresentatives Assn., told 
the annual meeting of the SRA 
last week. Blair was reelected 
president of the SRA, the first time 
in the group's seven-year history a 
president has been reelected. 
Other officers elected were Rob- 
ert Meeker, v.p.; Joseph J. Weed, 
treasurer, and Adam J. Young Jr., 
secretary. Directors elected were 
Lewis H. Avery, Russell Woodward 
(Free & Peters) and Joseph Tim- 


lin ‘Branham). George Brett of 
the Katz Agency, continues as a 


board member. Meeting also raised 
the budget for SRA 40° over last 
year's total. 

Blair said the increase in na-. 
tional spot radio business will 
bring total time sales in national 
spot to an estimated $135,000.000. 
He attributed the rise to good ad- 
vertiser results via spot and to the 
fact that despite television's 
growth. 109 new stations went on 
the air in 1953. This was the 18th 
straight 





year that national spot 
business increased over the vear 
before, and Blair said it showed 


no signs of letting up for 1954. 

In television, he said, time sales | 
in 1954 would exceed the 30% in- 
crease registered this vear, with 
some 100 new stations expected to 
be launched in 1954. 











Colorset Service 


Centinued from page | ——— 
introduced was the subsidiary’s 
“defifiitive” book, “Practical Color 
Television for the Service Indus- 





try.” a 58-page four-color, hand- 
somely illustrated job complete 
with endpaper charts that at $2 


could be making a bid as a trade 
and servicemen’s ‘bestseller.’ Com- 
pany is backing the manual with 
two-day clinics to be held in some 
65 key cities, starting in February 
with dealers and servicemen in- 
Vited to take part. Along with this 
will be a home-study course in col- 
orvision launched by RCA Insti- 
tutes 

On the matter of test equipment, 
should this be scarce during the 
€arly stages of tint casting. com- 
pany will make its services avail- 
able to local trouble shooters at a 
“nominal charge.” RCA has also 
issued invites teleset manu- 
facturing licensees to attend four- 


te ite 
U its 


Gay color service clinics coming 
up in New York ‘Jan. 11), Chicago 
(Jan. 25: and Los Angeles ‘Feb. 8). 


Course on home study for techni- 
cians has been made available by 
George F. Maedel, prexy of RCA 
Institutes, the “training school” 
arm of the parent company. This 
will tackle intro to colorvision 
principles of light and tint, re- 
ceivers. color kinnies, receiver cir- 
cuits, setup and adjustment, align- 
ment and servicing, special 
equipment, ete. 

About eight officials of RCA sub- 
sids made short talks. followed by 
a complete “servicing” of an RCA 
colorset, which started by placing 
the cabinet on its face and assem- 
bling the tri-color tube. et al.. from 
two open sides. This method indi- 
cates that doors of colorsets will 
be made to conform to the service 
factor. Also shown was the com- 
pany’s Dynamic Demonstrator. 


test 
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| Vidpix Ratings 
o__ Continued from page 22 aaa 


WNBT-WCBS rating barrier, some- 
thing they haven't achieved vet 
Despite the fringe time, WNBT's 

“Douglas Fairbanks Presents” 
shows a strong 19.0 on Wednesday 
nights, beating out the CBS net- 
work Pabst fights, 17.2. WNBT's | 
“Foreign Inirgue” on Thursdays | 
Outrates CBS’ “Place the Face,” | 
18.9 to 12.9. “Hopalong Cassidy” 
(half-hour) with a 14.0 outpoints 
CBS’ ‘network) Red Barber Satur- 
gay sports session's 7.7. “Captain 
Midnight,’ on WABC-TV Sundays, | 
falls just short of CBS’ “Omni- | 
bus’ 12.4 with an 11.7. Other | 
toprated vidpix are “Kit Carson” | 
(WNBT), 11.0; “Abbott & Costello” | 
(WNBT), 10.9, and “Superman” 
(WNBT), 10.9. (All Pulse ratings.) | 


QVCAU-TV) 
| Lives” (WCAU-TV) 


; “Chevron 





‘Who, Me?’ 

CBS board chairman Bill 
Paley and NBC’s Bobby Sar- 
noff are extraordinary look- 
alikes, and this was accented 
anew at the Waldorf-Astoria 
(N. Y.) dinner last week to 
RCA prexy Frank M. Folsom. 
An ad exec with a short mem- 
ory came up to Paley and 
wanted to know, “How does 
it feel being an executive vice- 
president?” ‘the title Robert 
W. Sarnoff just inherited with 
Sylvester L.+'(Pat) Weaver's 


uppage to the NBC presi- 
dency. 
Sarnoff, who was hosting 


the Paley table while Weaver 
was dittoing CBS prexyv Frank 
Stanton’s table, said, “Ill try 
and answer that.” 








Philadelphia — “Superman” 

36.9; “Cisco Kid” 
31.4; “I Led Three 
24.8; “Craig 
Kennedy” ‘WCAU-TV) 23.4; “Kit 
Carson” (‘WPTZ) 20.3; “Wild Bill 
Hickok” (WPTZ) 18.8. “Ramar of 
the Jungle” (WFIL-TV) on eight 
times a week with highest rating 
18.3 against “Omnibus” (WCAU- 
TV) 9. 

Phoenix— Range Rider” (KPHO- 
TV) 38.2. bucking “Fireside The- 
atre”’ (26.1) on KTYL-TV; “Amos 
‘n’ Andy” ‘KOOL-KOY-TV) 37.6: 
Theatre” ‘(KPHO-TV) 
32.1; “I Led Three Lives” ‘KTYL- 


(WCAU-TV) 


~LV) 29.7, competing against “Jackie 
‘Gleason Show” 


(27.9) on KPHO- 
TV: Liberace (KPHO-TV) 28.5; 
“City Detective’ ‘KPHO-TV) 26.7. 

San Francisco — “Cisco Kid” 
KRON-TV) 25.5; “Range Rider” 
KPIX) 24.0: “Badge 714” ‘KPIX) 
23.5: “Douglas Fairbanks Jr. Pre- 
sents” ‘(KRON-TV) 22.5: ““Mystery 
Theatre” ‘KRON-TV) 20.5: “Dan- 
gerous Assignment” ‘KPIX) 20.5. 
All Pulse ratings.) 

St. Louis — “Favorite Story,” 
50.5; “Victory at Sea,” 45.5; “City 
Detective.” 41.5: “Game of the 
Week.” 40.0: “Jeffrey Jones,” 38.5; 
“Big Playback.” 34.5. All KSD-TV. 
‘All Pulse ratings.) 











| Gillette Coin: 


Continued from page 1 








| oc aaacmereern 
top sums for what has been lined 
up. Tvrone Power is getting $20,- 
000; Victor Borge is getting $9,000; 
Rosemary Clooney is getting $6,000 
and Eddie Fisher has been bought 
$7.500. The Boston Pops Or- 
chestra under Arthur Fiedler is 
also set. Rosalind Russell was also 
set at $10.000 with show paying 
for the surreunding chorus that 
will work with her. 

The other agencies aren't happy 
about this state of affairs. It’s 
pointed out that prices of what’s 
been bought are inflated. Most of 
the talent, on guest shots are 
bought at prices far below that 
which MCA is shelling out. Sev- 
eral more situations like that, it’s 


for 


feared and inflationary salaries of, 


top names will start another up- 
ward spiral. The other datediggers 
are also moaning that refusal of 
$30.000 and $40,000 fees means 
that other stars in the top category 
will be wanting more than that to 
make a tele guest shot. Only a few 


| sponsers that can go for this kind 
| of budget are around. 
| However, it’s pointed out that 
' the names bought for the Yule pro- 
| gram would not ordinarily be avail- 
‘able for guest shots. However, be- 
cause of the special nature of the 
| show and because of the fact that 
all agencies are on the prowl for 
| names for the multitidinous holi- 
day showings, good talent had to 
be bought at higher than ordinary 
rates. 
| Gillette show will be the most 
‘expensive of the special holiday 
| shindigs. 


‘Duffy’ in Color 


Contgpued from page 23 


























peewee cose 
' troduce color-originating equip- 
ment, Madden said MPTV was tint- 
ing up both to be in there first 
| and to get more residual values out 
of pix. He said that with some 65 


_stations pledged to purchase net- | 
work color pickup equipment, it's | 


extremely likely that those very 
‘same stations will find public de- 
mand causing them to install *ocal 
origination equipment. Latter, 
while far more expensive than net- 
work loop equipment, is still only 
a fraction of the cost required to 


equip for local live color origina- | 


tions. 











MPTV 


Continued from page 23 


ing. Madden said the firm had set 
up a policy of not revealing names 
of sponsors, stations, agencies or 
even the number of markets in 
which a series is sold. Latter is a 
switch in itself. what with virtu- 
ally every syndicator climbing on 
the “look how many market's we're 
in” bandwagon. 

That it’s to be an allout effort, 
however, goes without saying. 
Firm has set up a deal with King 
Features for a premium campaign 
-on “Flash Gordon,” with some 26 
licensees who've worked with King 
agreeing to provide “Flash” spon- 
sors with self-liquidating mer- 
chandise for their exploitation 
Pcampaigns. Firm has been pushing 
a tradepaper ad campaign that’s 
been virtually unmatched for sat- 
uration in the vidpix field, and is 
tving in with various organizations 
for exploitation support of the va- 
rious series. 

But the key question, as far as 
the trade is concerned, is whether 
MPTV will be able to sell strongly 
enough to 
production nut when it’s got no 
other product already written off 














to help along. Even those vidpix | 


outfits who are running into diffi- 
culty selling new product have 
catalogs of older product which 
has already paid for itself to rely 
on. MPTV has got to sink or swim 
with its initial $5,000,000 worth of 
new pix. 





Beloin’s New NBC-TV Pact 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Ed Beloin, who joined NBC-TV 
here a vear ago as a producer-di- 
rector, has had his pact renewed 
for another year. He's currently 
wrapping up a new variety format 
for comic George Gobels, and is 
working on formats for Phil Silvers 
and Alan Young. 

His first assignment after joining 
the web was to try to salvage the 
then failing ‘““My Hero” film series. 
After that folded, he moved into 
the program development end of 
the web's Coast setup. 











mood” 
up with the 
period when 


into the “proper 
Radio came 
during a 


be given tonight ‘Wed.), 


CBS’ Save-a-Life Xmas Spirit 


After weeks of struggling with its conscience in terms of getting 
for C 
hard decision to slot a 
“sweetness 
rampage. As a result of that weighty decision, “Dead Stop” 


hristmastime programming, CBS 
“tough” stanza 
light” are on a kilocycle 
will 


and 


only 24 hours removed from Xmas Eve, 


as the eighth in the web's challenging series of Feature Projects 


formulated by the Public Affairs Dept. under Stuart 


That it took a lot 


Novins. 


of guts to undertake such scheduling—yre- 


garded as completely out of tune with most ail other program fare 
amid the hollyberry season—is further accented in the fact that 
“Dead Stop” aims to pull no punches, within the context of good 
taste, to dramatize America’s traffic mortality by citing case his- 


tories, among other facets. 


The narrative portions will also represent a reversal of SOP in 
that these will be done by Walter ‘Red) Barber the net’s sports 


But 
His 


consultant 
unique role. 


there’s a 
mother-in-law 


personal 


reason for 
was in an 


the 
auto 


sportcaster’s 
accident three 


vears ago and died several weeks later after intense suffering. It’s 
Public Affairs’ contention that if ‘Dead Stop” saves a single life 


or gives caution to a single driver, 


from any point of view. 


it will have been worthwhile 


recover a _ $5.000.000 | 


300G TV Cridfest 


If TV is pricing itself out 
of business, it can’t be proved 
by the $300,000 in time alone 
that sponsors are shelling out 
to give them a blurb interest 
in the Bowl grid games on 
NBC-TV. Riding from 12:15 
to 7:30 p.m. on the New Year’s 
Day classics will be a quartet 
of underwriters, with a new 


name in television, F. W. 
Woolworth, the five-and-dime 
emporium, taking on the 


Tournament of Roses parade 
in Pasadena (this one’s in 
color too). Cotton Bowl out of 
Dallas will find Texaco paying 
the freight, followed by a 
sperts vidpix with Camel Cig- 
arets behind the gun. 

The Rose Bowl game prop- 
er, starting at 4:45, is a Gil- 
lette undertaking. 

















Amination 


Continued from page 24 





‘their animated work, while the ani- 
| mators, on the other hand, have in- 
| stalled live-action units so they can 
produce a complete commercial. 


Living Story Board 


A final factor in the trend to 
| animation is newly-developed meth- 
‘ods of agency-client control of the 
‘blurbs at the pre-production stage. 
All animation producers have their 
own variations of the control meth- 
| od, but Stahl uses his own creation, 
which he calls the “living story 
'board.” It’s actually a rough pre- 
production print of the commer- 
cial, drawn and filmed according 
to agency-client specifications and 
costing about 10° o ‘Stahl charges 
about $125) of the cost of the fin- 
ished commercial. 


Animator works from the story | 


board and script provided by the 
agency, drawing rough sketches 
and filming them in sequence to 
‘provide a crude animated effect 
that’s a simplification of the fin- 
ished product. This is filmed in 
syne with the script, and the agency 
and client can then decide what 
changes to make before the blurb 
actually goes into production. It’s 
a sample of the finished product, 
something the agency can’t get in 
live-action production, and_ that 
control element is swinging agen- 
cies over to animation too. 
other use of the “living story 
board” is found by out-of-town 
agencies, which normally would be 
able to exercise far less control 
over the finished product than they 
can with the new method. 

Growth of the animation field in 
TV has at least doubled in the past 
two years, Stahl estimates, and 
points to the fact that UPA, in the 
short term of a vear (it entered 
the TV production field about a 
year ago) has risen to become one 


of the “Big Three” in animated 
production. The other two are 
Temple and Transfilm. Animated 


Productions, Stahlés firm, ranks in 
the second-sized group with three 
others. : 

Television’s needs, Stahl says, 
are largely responsible for the new 
cost-cutting innovations. Adoption 
of “stylized animation” has come 
about not only from public accept- 
ance of the angular figures and 
their jerky movements (as op- 
posed_to the pre-war round and 
rubbery characters with smooth 
and exaggerated movements) 
from the needs of video advertising 
to find new methods of 
ting, especially with time costs con- 
stantly rising. He predicts the 
trend toward greater use of anima- 
tion will continue for some time to 
come. 





HAMILTON INTO ABC 


EASTERN PROGRAM JOB 


Bill Hamilton, ABC-Radio pro- 
duction manager, has been named 
eastern program manager of the 
web, replacing Buzz Blair, who's 
moving over to the TV side as as- 
| sociate producer on the web's Sun- 
day night mystery series, “The 
Mask.” Hamilt6n will continue his 
| production duties, but will also 
handle creative programming and 
,act as liaison with Chicago and 
Coast program departments. He'll 
| report to Ray Diaz, national pro- 
| gran director. 
| Web will also bring in a new 
man to head a program sales de- 
partment, something which the net- 
| work doesn't have now. Office will 
coordinate program development 
with sales needs. Web's choice for 
jthe post hasn't been made yet. 


An-| 


but 


cost-cut- | 


Everybody Talks About 
- The Weather, But RDGA 
Dees Something About It 


The Retail Dry Goods Assn. ap- 
parently is very touchy these days 
on how the radio-TV newsmen 
touch on the weather, and is par- 
ticularly sensitive to ‘“‘over-drama- 
tization” of the weather reports, 
Letter sent out by the association 
last week to the various AM-Ty 
stations in New York chided the 
newsmen for “overstatement” on 
the grounds that department store 
sales are influenced one way or 
the other by the forecasts. 

Following is the text of a letter 
sent to the statiofts by John C, 
Messner, secretary of the RDGA: 

“A number of radio and TV news 
commentators last Sunday night 





tized the weather reports as to 
have, in our opinion, an even more 
| adverse affect on department store 


|& Monday morning so drama- 


=——rm sales than the bad weather would 


have had. 

| “We fully appreciate that broad- 
| casters render a public service in 
providing listeners and viewers 
with news about the weather. We 
feel however that accurate report- 
| ing is as much a part of the broad- 
| caster’s responsibility here, as in 
,other news. Overstatement and 
| o.er-dramatization, in our judg- 
|ment, frequently add up to inac- 
'curacy with unfortunate conse- 
| quences to many. 

| “None of us can do anything 
| about the weather, but we are sure 
| you would want your reporting of 
| it to be free of distortion.” 


Colorcast Skeds | 


Continued from page 27 jaa 














, pating three-a-week late afternoon- 
‘ers by end of March, start of ro- 
tating, specials and commercial 
stanzas (one or two a week) by 
April, Hollywood rotating origina- 
,tioners in third quarter, and for 
‘the final three months, a stepping 
up in programming conditioned by 
number of sets in use and adver- 
tiser interest. Net said it would 
“keep a step ahead” so as to help 
broaden audience and sponsor in- 
terest. 

NBC's Signal, CBS’ Show 

With FCC’s approval coming 
‘about 5 p.m. last Thursday (17), 
NBC put a color signal on the air 
at 5:32, but the “full show” palm 
went to CBS, which at 6:15 color- 
cast a quarter consisting of web 
prexy Frank Stanton, emcee Mike 
Wallace, pug-turned-actor Rocky 
Graziano. and a few acts. NBC 
made with a show at 6:30 “star- 
ring’ RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff and net prexy Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver Jr.’ 

NBC's signal consisted of its 
call letters in tri-tone red-green- 
blue oblonged vertically. It’s alse 
using a repro of this on its mail- 
ing matter, colorkits, ete. NBC at- 
filiates announced as geared for 
tint now are Philly, Wilmingion, 
Baltimore, Washington, Cleveland, 
| Toledo, Chi, Omaha, Denver, Salt 
Lake City, Frisco, L. A., St. Loo, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
Cincy, Detroit, New Haven, Wilkes- 
Barre and Johnstown, Pa. 


MILLER BREWS UP AN 
‘OFF DAY’ GRID CLASSIC 


DuMont is closing out its season 
of extensive football coverage next 
week with two major games, the 





National Football League cham- 
pionship between the Detroit 
Lions and the Cleveland Browns 


on Dec. 27 and the annual East- 
West Shrine classic on Jan. 2. _ 
Last year the pro championship 
game was carried on only 63 sta- 
tions, but Miller Brewing Co. will 
sponsor this year’s encounter, ema- 
nating from Briggs Stadium De- 
troit, on 140 stations. Previously 
this game was scheduled for the 
fivst Sunday following the regular 
season's close of play. However, 
'NFL officials, in a bid to take ad- 
‘vantage of the increased attend- 
ance that is sure to come from 
the Yule crowd held off until the 
“off” weekend between Xmas and 
the New Year. For this reason, 
_perhaps more than any other, Du- 
Mont was able to sell the telecast 


on this substantially increased 
hookup. 

So far the DuMont web has 
cleared 43 TV outlets jn an 18- 


state area for the Shrine game for 
Esso gas. The sponsor has 1's 


25.000 deaters located primarily i” 
j this area, 





— 











ers 


ia uy aaa ae 

















. 
v 


-—- po 


le le ee, ee ee ee ee ae oe ee ae oe 














Wednesday, December 23, 


1953 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


29 





—_—— 
We. = eee ad 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” is 
NBC-TV_ sustaining list 
come as gratifying news 
the followers of the show 
the television industry in 

It’s been roy of an 
industry zier as to why a pro- 
— ns oes universally acclaimed 
gould have ridden the sustaining 
“ NBC “saver” sponsor, picking 
up the tab some of the time), and 
so the Swift & Co. bankrolling 
should provide a distinct relief to 
those network sales and creative 
execs Who 
what one 
Initial sponsored show (at a new 
3-3) pm. Sunday time to avoid 
conflict. with Quaker Oats’ dog 
food-sponsored “Zoo Parade” at 
combined the happy excite- 


That 
off the 
should 
both to 
and to 
general. 


has to do to get a spon- 


4:30) 
ment of a Christmas show and a 
new sponsor. It’s one of the wel- 


come singularities of the Burr Till- 
stron-inspired “Kukla” that spon- 
sorship, instead of dulling the cre- 
ative edge of the show, seems to 
inspire it. One of the funniest 
segments was Ollie’s pitch for 
Swift's dog food, made directly to 
the dogs and then to their masters 
(pitch even had Kukla holding up 
four stockings, each .with a can of 
the product—four, Ollie explained, 
because dogs have four legs). And 
as a special, Ollie donned whiskers 
and a Santa Claus cap to sing a 
special Christmas song for dogs. 
Entire show ran in the same hap- 
py vein, with Fran Allison com- 
bining with Kukla and Ollie and 


later with Fletcher Rabbit (who be- | 


cause of the failure of one of his 
perennial ear-starching experi- 


ments had to wear his ears through | 


a halo to hold them up) in_ the 
Yuletide songs. As a topper, little 
Dolores Dragon sang “Silent 


Night.’ Not that there weren’t 
the usual outbursts of temperament 
—the single-toother Ollie man- 
aged to bite both Kukla’s and 
Tillstorm’s nose during the course 
of the half-hour. 

It's still a great show, and it’s 
good to see it off relief. Chan. 


Bob Hope’s Christmas present to 
the nation’s televiewers via NBC 
turned out to be not much more 
than fancy wrappings. The De- 


cember excursion over the coaxial | 


cables Tuesday (15) merely served 
to emphasize the old saw that no 
comedian is any better than his 
material. 

Most of the stuff dished up by 
Laurence Marks and Mort Lach- 
man ‘with additional material by 
Lester White and John Rapp) was 


pretty dull and there was only an) 
occasional chuckle here and there. | 


Too, the entire cast showed the 
need of more rehearsal for the. 
show and the slipups were fre- 
quent. Biggest laugh of the eve- 


ning was when Joan Shawlee for- 
got the punchline to her brief ap- 
pearance. And the biggest dud 
Was a skit on smog control in Los 
Angeles in which Hope, as a heav- 


ily accented expert on the subject. | 


Opens a window and lets a flood of 
the sooty stuff into the room, leer- 
ing into the resultant darkness that 
I sell flashlights on the side.” 


Guests had a hard time of it al-| 
though Gale Storm displayed a 
800d voice in her “Walking My} 
Baby Back Home” routine with | 
Hope. Her dialog, however, was 
Senerally banal and Charlie Far- | 
tell, run in to give a “My Little 
Margie” flavor to the skit, was 
Wasted Gene Nelson came off 


best with a fine “Sandman” dance 
routine done with various “toys” 
asainst giant-sized props to give 
the dancers an elfin quality. Even 
he slipped, however. 

_ Hope moved casually through it 
2 fen orking the knowing leer and 
‘oe ong glance at top speed in an 
‘hort to bridge the holes. It wasn’t 
. successtul effort, however, and 
a id ‘he appearance of the Corbéit 
ne Paramount film “Here Come 
otis’ —and the camera view 


of the fu, ; : 
“ss live best-looking gals from 


the, timed Hope—couldn’t lift 
leve) Sram out of the ho-hum 
«sreart ‘ug was provided by the 
Ma, yalce of Korean war hero 
: a Gen, William F. Dean in a 
* i am funds to help rebuild war- 
om, Helm, 


I 
1 Ustead of lending a festive air, | 


Fd Sues, holiday theme on 
Bunaes — Toast of the Town” 
i a hi slowed the show down 
“Jingle ‘Beit from the opening 
‘2. ells’ number by Julius 
Niel, t,t the closing “Silent 
an Rise Stevens, it was all 
a tle ae presented with 
Of the bert t) taventiveness. One 
the h, The things on the show in 
( wicay Broove was Nanci 


ons ballet sequence in a 


so long (with RCA Victor, | 


‘ve been wondering just | 


* 


as a plug for Hope’s upcom- | 





‘rabbit’s costume. The most awk- 
| ward bit was Miss Stevens’ recita- 
| tion of “Twas the Night Before 
| Christmas,” followed by Sullivan’s 
(long and superfluous explanation 
' of the poem’s origination. LaRosa 
| was given a heavy assignment with 
; three Xmas tunes which he deliv- 
| ered in fair siyle. 


A religioso puppet sequence by 
;the Salzburg Marionettes troupe 
| was reverently done and the Co- 
|lumbia University Glee Club con- 
| tributed some okay harmonies on a 
, conventional group of carols. 

| The show reached its high point 
in the one turn that had nothing to 
'do with Christmas. That was the 


| DELUXE EVENTS OF THE 
WEEK 


With Jim Conway, Frank Reynolds, 
Mina Kolb, Lon Saxon 
Producer-Writer: Pat Sammon 

| Director: Phil Ruskin 

45 Mins.; Sat., 5:15 p.m. 

'FOX DELUXE BEER 

WBBM-TV, Chicazo 


| (Richards) 
A good show by local standards, 
this multi-faceted weekend news 


and feature roundup could evolve 
into a really standout offering 
|with some tightening here and 
; there. More enterprise in lensing 
the hometown feature footage, 
which supplements the national 
newsreel sequences, could be used 
'to hypo the celluloid segments. 

| The live elements and the over- 
‘all production trimmings on ver- 
sion viewed (12) held at a consist- 
ently high plane. Jim Conway, 


'Calgary Bros.’ acro pantomime | longtime WBBM radio personality, 
'turn which was brief and socko, |'=Pressed particularly with his 
Herm, |Smooth major domoeing and a 
jcouple of expertly unobtrusive 
| “Goodyear TY Playhouse” on | guest interviews. Host's blurbing 
NBC-TV Sunday (20) undertook f0F the, client rates as model of 


| the job of charting the history of | 
| aviation and came up with ‘Wings | 


|Over Barriers,” 


an imaginative, 
'fast-moving and 


well-integrated 


| documentary that made for excel- | 


|lent viewing. No effort was spared 
jin spelling out the landmarks of 


| powered flight since that memor- | 


lable day—50 years ago—when 
; Orville and Wilbur Wright took 
; their shaky contraption off the 


|ground for a brief run at Kitty | 


Hawk, N. C. 


Rather than dryly recounting 
the highlights of commercial avi- 
ation, as a lesser program might 
; have been tempted to do, producer 
'Fred Coe sought for the meaning 
| of the various stages in the devel- 
opment of flight as well as the 
steps that were taken to implement 
them. Robert Lewis Shayon pro- 
vided a tight, expert script that 


|made effective and intelligent use’ 


of available film clips. 

History of flight was reviewed in 
terms of a teenager who has writ- 
ten to the Air Force, asking that 
she be made part of the first inter- 
planetary airship crew. Step by 
step, the show reviewed the events 
‘that led up to the breaking of the 

sound - barrier, jet planes and 
;rocket flights. Split screen ar- 
| rangement occasionally didn’t work 
out too well, but on the whole the 
integration of interviews, film and 
_live sketches worked out extreme- 
ily well. 

Orville and Wilbur Wright told 
of their flight and of their first 
wind-tunnel at Dayton. There were 
shots of the first long-distance 
flights and considerable time was 
spent on the climactic Lindbergh 
trans-Atlantic hop in the “Spirit of 
St. Louis.” On hand was 
Boedecker, sales exec for Wright 
Co., who serviced 
the Lindbergh engine before the 
N. Y. takeoff. 

The next big barrier—blind fiy- 
ing. Jimmy Doolittle pioneered it 
with new types of 
Elmer Sperry, president of Sperry 
| Products, was on hand to explain 
some of the problems in those days 
back in 1929. Making flying a 
commercial reality loomed as the 
next problem, and in 1933 Douglas 
Aireraft built the DC 1 which could 
take off on a single engine and 
keep flving with it. In 1939 came 
the Sikorsky helicopter and the 
show had films to recall its first 
takeoff. 

Major Charles Yeager, 
the first man to break the sound- 
| barrier and the first aviator to fly 
more than twice the speed of 
sound, came up for a brief inter- 
view and there was a fascinating 
| bit of film showing the behavior of 
air when cut by a plane moving 
faster than sound. 

Eddie Albert did the narration 
with a gusto that took it out of the 
category of an ordinary docu- 
mentary. Frank Blair handled the 
interviews in his usual competent 


|, Aeoronautical 


and calm manner. He is one of 
thes most poised and likable per- 
sonalities on TV. Delbert Mann 


| directed with a good sense for mix- 
img fact with a little fiction and for 
building words and_ illustration 
into an hour-long tribute to man’s 


unquenchable thirst for conquering , 


barriers and going on to ney ones. 
lift. 





Donald O'Connor on his pre- 
Yule “Colgate Comedy Hour’ show 
on NBC-TV Sunday (20) gave a 
spotty account of himself. Major 
fault was in the lack of any stand- 
out sketches, but O’Connor, a crew 
of guests and even director Ernest 
D. Glucksman worked as though 
they had terrific lineage and gave 


the show more than it had at the, 


base. 7 
O'Connor apparently is a sirong 
family man. Having entered show 
biz himself through a family act 
of which he was one of the Junior 
members, he’s: now breaking his 
daughter into the business Donna 
is a cute moppet who, on show 


' (Continued on page 31? 


Ken. 


instruments. } 


USAF, | 


ithe polished sell. 
Major national and international 
|current events were handled by 
‘newsman Frank Reynolds with his 
authoritative commentary on 
atom bomb and the Bermuda con- 
ference backstopped by some neat- 
ly integrated film for an 
brief sizeup. Although a compara- 
tive youngster as_pundit$ go, this 
young man is rapidly developing 
into a real pro 
Lighter moments, 


which jarred 


JACK’S CORNER DRUG STORE 


| With Jack Thayer, King Benethun, 


| 


/on disk jockey shows, 


others 
Producer-director: Bob Colburn 


| 


CLOSEUP 

With Howard Miller, June Valli, 
Al Wallis, Art Van Damme 
Quintet 


30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. | Producer: Bill Ross 


Participating 
WTCN-TV, Minneapolis « 

An ingenious and original switch 
“Jack's Cor- 
ner Drug Store” proves a neat and 
profitable filler-in for an afternoon 
hour when time availability usually 
presents no urgent’ problem. It 
finds veteran and capable platter 
spinner .Jack Thayer presiding 
over a party of teenagers in an 
authentic, drug store _ setting. 


, There’s fun for the actual young- 


| goodly 


the | 


all-too . 


a bit with some of Reynolds’ ma-' 


terial, were supplied by thesp 
Mina Kolb and singer Lon Saxon. 
Miss Kolb, a looker, hid this time 
, behind a false moustach in a male 
getup, mugged what appeared to 
be a lip-sync trailering of a com- 
edy disk. Not very funny. Saxon 
was given more favorable show- 
casing in a nicely done treatment 
of “I Love Paris.” 

Sets, lighting and overall cam- 
era work indicate that the Chi 
CBS gang, late arrivals on the lo- 
cal TV scene, are squaring off to 
give the competition a run. 

Dave. 


ster studio participants and for 
dialers who watch the juveniles 
dance to juke box music, enjoy 
themselves generally and be inter- 
viewed over the air. 

The opportunity to receive gifts, 
sip soft drinks, compete for prizes, 
appear before the tv cameras and 
shake a leg with others apparently 
is sufficient lure to attract to the 
WTCN studio for the frolicking a 
number of the boys and 
girls after school, particularly the 
latter who greatly outnumbered 
the males and for the most part 
had to dance with each other 

Thayer is a genial, affable emcee 
who keeps the party going at a 
lively pace and has a pleasant and 
winning way with the young folks 
He plugs school affairs and quotes 
from school papers, inviting com- 
ments from his guests. On this oc- 
casion he read a high school 


_ paper's editorial, written by a girl 


student, complaining about the 
sterner sex’s lack of cooperation— 
too many boys won't dance with 
the girls. Asked about any such 


disinclination, one of the  bovs 
present queried by Thaver said 
that when he asked a gir! for a 
dance she “backed away.” fright- 
ened. 

King Benethun, a banker. the 


show's special guest. told of a new 
thrift plan to use payroll deduc- 
tions for defense bond purchases 
The next day's guest was to be 


Woody Herman. here for a ball- 
room appearance. Rees. 
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AMAHL AND THE NIGHT 
VISITORS 

TV within the span of less than 
a decade has achieved a maturity 
and acceptance where certain pro- 
gramming facets have already 
earned a “classic” appellation. In 
such a rare category. for example. 
belongs the Gian Carlo Menotti 
“miracle” opera. ““Amahl and the 
Night Visitors,” without which, 
today, no TV observance of the 
Yuletide could possibly he com- 
plete. For “Amahl’s” value and 
stature as a standard ‘applicable to 
both the Xmas and Easter seasons) 
was recognized three years back 
when the _— specially-written-for- 
video Menotti opera was given its 
first presentation. In its fourth 
NBC-TV performance under the 
Hallmark sponsorship banner last 
Sunday (20), in the 5-6 p.m. time 
usually occupied by “Hallmark 
Hall of Fame,” ““Amahl” once again 
proved itself one of the oustanding 
items in the whole range of TV 
programming. It should be around 
in TV for many years to come. 
It's that good 

That Menotti's modern Xmas 
classic would be a natural for in- 
tegration into the tint TV program 
schedules was readily apparent. As 
the first coast-to-coast colorvision 
spectacle to ride the NBC-TV 
cables since the FCC's go-ahead 
last week on the compatibility 
system, “Amahl” was a_ fitting 
“thank you” valentine for the in- 
dustry to toss at the Government 
agency. For as eminently satisty- 
ing as “Amahl” emerges in mono- 
chrome, dressed up in the best 
NBC-RCA hues and shadings it 
proved one of the rare delights of 
the pre-Christmas season to the 
handful of invited guests who were 
fortunate to watch the 50-minute 
opera from the monitoring booths 
at the Center Theatre in N. Y. 

The lavish adornment of the 
three kings laden with jewels, gold 
,and other gifts for the newborn 
| Christ child as they stop the spend 
the night at the humble cottage of 
Amahl and his widowed mother; 
the glimpses of the storied Bethle- 
hem skies: the tint treatments of 
the joyous shepherds and of the 
lowly Amahl surroundings all con- 
tributed toward a heightened ex- 
citement in witnessing the holiday 
spectacle. ; 

Yet even viewed within a black- 
and-white framework, Sunday's 
“Amahl’ seemed, at least to one 
observer, by far the most satistving 
and gratifying of all the perform- 
ances to date. The cast was the 
same as last Christmas, with Rose- 
mary Kuhlmann as the mother, Bill 

Iclver as Amahl, and Andrew Mc- 
i Kinley, David Aiken and 


Leon | 


Lishner as the three kings (all, 


in 
fact, with the exception of McIver. 
have appeared in a!! previous tele- 
casts of the opera’ yet Sunday's 
performance, notably in the sing- 


ing. seemed to take on an added 
brilliance. Perhaps through repeti- 
tion, the familiar arias, especially 
those by Miss Kuhlmann and young 
Melver, possess a more endearing 
and enduring value 

Certainly by now the permanent 
cast’s deeper understanding of 
their roles in Menotti’s symbolic 
fairy tale resulted in a warmer and 


more sympathetic rendition. The 
first performance three vears ago 
Was an outstanding event, vet 
Sunday’s presentation was much 
more natural. more penetrating 
If anything it demonstrated be 


vond doubt the values inherent in 
a permanent repertory theatre 
idea for TV 

Thomas Schippers as conductor: 


Samuel Chotzinoff as producer: 
Kirk Browning as director: Eugene 
Berman’s color-tested settings and 
designs. Menotti'’s staging—every- 
one, in fact. concerned with the 
production rates a deep nod 
R 
KRAFT TELEVISION THEATRE 


NBC collaborated with Kraft last 
Wednesday (16) in a “first” and a 
The web has been spread- 
eagling on program tint types and 


a 


only a dramatic segment remained 
on its “Rehearsal Rainbow" sked 
as a major format for color treat- 
ment. Thus last week's “To Live 
in Peace” on “Kraft Television 
Theatre” got into the preem class 


with an exposure at N. Y.’s Center 
Theatre at 6 p. m., with the regular 
b&w at 9 that night. The “fit f 
tint’ rehearsal also was enshrined 
in history as the last of the experi 
mental chromatics before 
FCC's announcement just 24 hours 
later giving the official red-blue 
and-greenlight to compatible color 

Since the locale of “To Live in 
Peace” was a mountain village in 
a lush agricultural area of Italy 
opportunity for vivid peasant and 
militia costumes and exterior 
greenery strokes was generously 
provided Web's up-and-at-“em 
color corps seemed equal to the 
occasion in the larger sense with 
some stunning handling in decor 
and clothing, but also with some 
“washout” spectrum employment 
that seemed of subgrade picture 
postcard quality. In one closeup 
grouping there was an _ obvious 
color clash plus a background that 
did not provide proper entua 


(Continued on page 31) 


the 


act 


! 


Director: Dave Parker 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m, 


'NATIONAL FOOD STORES 


WNBQ, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 

There's an interesting program 
switch here with National Food 
Stores replacing its strictly-for- 
kids ‘“Natco the Clown” strip with 
this music and patter session 
aimed at the teenagers-and-older 
pop tune fanciers. The new entry, 
adding to a _ pleasantly relaxed 
early-evening interlude, has sev- 
eral things in its favor in the rat- 
ings competit®n.. Host Howard 
Miller, with his many radio-TV 
deejay spreads, has a big follow- 
ing among the bobbysoxers. Thrush 
June Valli, with her former NBC- 
TV “Hit Parade” and her current 
RCA-Victor platter identities, lends 
big name values. The always re- 
liable Art Van Damme Quintet 
provides polished musical back- 
grounding. Overal! production 
trimmings are classy. 

Stanza watched (16) was long on 
music and short on chatter with 
no great emphasis on sight-only 
gadgets which should help to at- 
tract the dialers seeking refuge 
from the kiddie serials. Althougp 
Miller tends toward the “it’s the 
greatest’ superlatives in his eip- 
ceeing byplay, he’s slowed down 
his rapid fire gabbing here a bit as 
befits the show's low pressure pac- 
ing, and saves his heavy selling for 
the commercials. Miss Valli adds 
plenty of glamour and on this out- 
ing secked over “He's Funny That 
Way” and “Don't Forget to Write.” 
with ultra-sophisticated overtones 
that may have been wasted on the 
youngsters but not on pop. Al Wa!- 
lis, young local baritone, is guest- 
ing this week and came across okay 
with a brace of standards. 

All told, “Closeup” is a bright 
little bundle that should wir 
friends despite its rather awkward 
time slot Dave. 


taili 





WHAT'S THE SCORE? ‘ 
With the Rev. Cari Olson, Dr. Wil. 
Cochrane, Mrs. Walter Gardner 
Wilson Pond 
Producer-director: Peter Reed 
30 Mins.: Sat., 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KSTP-TY, Minneapolis 
Another KSTP-TV public sen 
ice program devoted to panel dis 


cussion of important topics. this 
promises to be a ¥ y addition 
to the station’s & ing number 
of such educational shows and 





should enlist a sizeable audience 
with a Twin Cities Town Meeting 
group and th eazgue of Women 
Voters taking ver alternate 
weeks the proceed- 

Initial presentation concernec 


itself with trying to find a solution 





to the high food costs problen p 
a matter of vital concern. of course, 
to most families J Town 


Meeting s with the 


l 
guidance an 
ary 


Rev. Carl Olson turning in a skill- 
ful moderating job. it developec 
nteresting! proved sufficiently 
informative and provoked thought 


sed U. of Minnesota 





farm economist Dr. Will Cochrane 
housewife. Mrs. Walter Gardnet! 
and farmer Wilson Pond. In ad- 
dition to expressing their own 
opinions, the two latter directed 
numerous ques Ions at the econom- 
ist. The Rev. Olson also chimed 
in with questions i at the con- 
clusion summarized the gabfest. A 


studio audience was invited, too 





to fire away and several responded 

Housewife Mrs. Gardner told of 
the difficulty of ateempting§ t 
make both ends meet for het 
{ v of three on the = schox 

er’s $3.400 a vear salary, o 

fourth of which has been budgetec 
for food 

What bothered farmer Pond was 
how farmers lhke him can stays 
in business when prices receive: 
for what he SveliS are aropping 


and the cost of things which he 
nust bus including machinery 
ises 

Other 


e ail 


points brought out durins 
scussion included an opinion 
t the elimination of government 
supports wouldn't 

appreciably un- 
general recession 


Wages; that oul 


th 


subsidies and 


lessen food costs 
there 


Soe oe 
decline 


Css Was a 
in 
onomy is full of subsidies, i 
ng those enjoved by tari 
rrotected industries, air lines, et 
that newspapers “ove! 
subsidies; that food 
too high in relation 
reflected by the fact 
age citizen Is eating 
better t! 
being p 
Enst 
wi benefit 
cd {trol this 
bette! 


the ironing out of mu 


ana 


t 
cludi 
, 
work” fal 
costs are! 
to wages ;« 
that the ave 
and living 

steat { 


an ever betore U 


} 
i 
ced out of the market 
programs undoubted! 
from the expe 
initial progra 
preparation and 
flaws will 
and more 


punch. Rees. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Snazziest layout on Madison avénue: the redecorated 20th floor exec- 
utive suites for Bill Paley, Frank Stanton & Co... . Mutual and Gen- 
eral Teleradio execs threw a farewell luncheon at “21” yesterday (Tues.) 
for Jim Gaines, WOR-WOR-TV veep, who leaves to assume v.p.-general 
manager post at WOAI-WOAI-TV, San Antonio after first of the year. 


Frank Thomas, his wife and Frank Jr. playing one of their rareé all- 
in-one family engagements on CBS’ “Aunt Jenny” all this week... 
Mrs. Virginia O’Hanlon Douglas, who wrote the classic “Is There a 
Santa Claus?” letter to the N.Y. Sun over 50 years ago, visiting “Second 
Mrs. Burton” today (Wed.) . . . Queen Elizabeth's first Xmas message 
to British Empire on CBS Friday . . . James M. Seward, administrative 
v.p. of CBS, tapped Henry Howard as director of business affairs for 
network programs with Kenneth B. Craig heading up that dept. in 
Hollywood and Anne Nelson moving up from asst. to associate director. 
Howard succeeds Kenneth L. Yourd, who becomes treasurer-biz mgr. 
and legal counsel of Educational TV & Radio Center headquartered 
at Ann Arbor, Mich. . . . David O. Alber flying to Coast today (Wed) 
for 10-day business trip. 

Mayor-elect Robert F. Wagner, Jr. was guest speaker at monthly 
meeting of Radio-Newsreel-Working Press Assn. Thursday (17), in 
which he received honorary membership . .. “Xmas in Israel,” pro- 
duced by the official voice of the new state, Kal Zion, has been taped 
and shipped here for Yule day presentation on WLIB. Show contains 
portions cf Midnight Mass from the Church of Anunciation in Naza- 
geth. This will complete cycle of WLIB holiday programs for year... 
‘The Messiah,” Handel's classic oratorio, will be WQXR’s Xmas day 
offering again this vear .. . Art Gleason and Bob Wolfe to do Gator 
Bowl sportscast for Mutual New Year’s day, while following afternoon 
Mel Venter and Al Helfer do East-West classic for web... WOR 
employees are contributing services to annual Xmas Fund Campaign 
which serves children in public wards of 100 Gotham hospitals... 
Six-year old Lorry Robbins ‘kin of Fred) gets her own disk session 
daily via Mutual .. . Eddie Cantor will host for yearend broadcast of 
2 



































’ a 
DON M°NEILL'S va 
i — 
|| BREAKFAST CLUB . 
)) APPEARING IN ne 
; we 
|| “CHRISTMAS WISHES” |\\\= 
{||| ana‘HAPPY NEW YEAR” ||\\|b== 
if _ FOR ALL PEOPLE OF B aw 
ini €00D WILL ofl 
k Starring ay 
‘DON M¢NEILL aa 
‘| AUNT FANNY SAM COWLING IL 
JOHNNY DESMOND EILEEN PARKER Jt. 
| CLIFP PETERSEN — EDDIE BALLANTINE hail 
| mr 
Produced by avis 


| SWIFT & CO. PHILCO CORP. 
THE QUAKER OATS COMPANY 
BOBBI - WHITE RAIN 


Staged by 
AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 


STAGEHANDS 

Helen Hayes 
Ralph Bergsten 
Fred Montiegel 
Eddy McKean 








2 2 SS ee De ES 
—) Td ee? 
* ren 


I~ 
wo 


“_ 





“Family Theatre”... Jerry Yatkewitz, engineer at WHLI, Hempstead, 
married the former Roberta Lou Levinson on Dec. 10. 


Elmer Davis, just coming out of retirement brought on by high blood 
pressure, will be the second annual recipient of the Lauterbach Award, 
which is administered by the Authors Guild. First reeipient, Justice 
William O. Douglas, will make the presentation Dec. 29. It will be 
broadcast .. . Bill Cooper moving into New York office of Frank Cooper 
Associates, to concentrate on program sales, writers and talent. He'll 
work with N.Y. office manager Sy Fisher. Cooper previously head- 
quartered in the Coast homeoffice. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Melvin Brorby, veep at the Needham, Louis & Brorby ad agency 
and prexy of the Chi Council on Foreign Relations, has announced 
that the Council has named a panel of judges to select the Chi radio 
and TV station that has done the most to further understanding of 
world affairs. Winners will be revealed Feb. 19... Judith Waller, 
Chi NBC’s public affairs and education topper, to receive a gold mike 
as one of McCall’s mag’s Women of the Year in Radio and TV... 
Bill Anson, with a two-hour morning deejay spread on WCFL, gets 
another 120-minute cross-the-boarder on WENR next month... WNBC- 
WNBT’s Dick Pack in for two days of conferences with WMAQ-WNBQ 
program chief George Heineman . . . ABC will air St. Mary’s midnight 
mass from here Xmas night ... John F. Mehr named Zenith regional 
sales manager, headquartering in Washington, D.C. ... WBBM news- 
room staffer Lu Bartlow discharged from St. Luke's hospital last week 
after suffering a broken neck in an auto accident ... Ampro Corp. 
plugging its tape recorders on WBBM’s Sunday night “Music That 
Lives” half-hour .. . Natalie Hinderas, concert pianist, guests on 
WMAQ'’s “New Dimensions’ AM-FM 3-D airer Sunday (27). 


IN BOSTON... 


Kenneth R. Ovendon, WEEI staff announcer since 1935, has been 
named program director for the station . . . Marylu MacLeod, the 
former Marylu Steeves of WHDH promotion department, has been 
appointed director of sales promotion and publicity for WCOP. . 
Walter Campbell, Monsanto Chemical Co., won first prize, a trip to 
Bermuda, at the Radio-TV-Advertising Execs Club annual Christmas 
party at the Sheraton-Plaza with runner-up Albert Cross, of Truscon 
Co., winning a trip to New York city . . . Caroline Cabot, longtime 
WEEI broadcaster, recuperating from hip surgery at the Duffy Con- 
valescent Home, Newton Centre ... Harry Wheeler has ankled WVDA 
to handle Ziv-TV films here ... WEEI began its 15th year broadcasting 
communters’ Christmas carols at the North Station ... Fred Laffey, 
ex-station manager of the defunct WLAW, has,joined WBZ-TV as 
traffic supervisor . . . Edward S. Broughey, formerly of WTFV and 
WKBR, joined WEEI’s announcing staff . . . Richard A. Keating has 
been appointed manager of Tele-Reps, TV station reps. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


George Grim, Minneapolis Sunday Tribune columnist and KSTP-TV 
and radio personality, in Tokyo where he accompanied Mrs. Portia 
Howe, Alden, Minn., mother, who hoped to go to Korea to persuade 
her Red prisoner son to disavow Communism and return home .. . 
Bertin C. Gamble, local businessmen, one of the group that bought 
Eagle Lion Hollywood studio to make TV films ... Pabst Blue Ribbon 
bout between Johnny Saxon and Del Flanagan Dec. 30 to be first hav- 
ing Minneapolis origination, local CBS’ WCCO-TV feeding it. Minne- 


apolis Lakers-Milwaukee basketball game was fed by WCCO-TV to Du- 


Mont network ... Gluek Brewing Co., local outfit, expanding its Bob 
DeHaven 11-year-old WCCO radio show from one to three nights a 
week ... U. of Minnesota radio station KUOM one of 30 nationally 
to receive National Safety Council’s public interest award for excep- 
tional service to farm safety ... Bob DeHaven, WCCO personality, ap- 
peared with Minneapolis Symphony orchestra at Sunday afternoon 
concert as narrator for “Nutcracker Ballet,” first time latter had been 
given with spoken commentary anywhere, a la ‘Peter and the Wolf’... 
Bob Ryan and Chuck Sarjeant, KSPT and WCCO news department 
heads. respectively, among 45 newspaper, radio and TV news men from 
all sections of the country who were Northwest Air Lines guests on 
weekend trip to Hawaii in connection with inaugural of DC-6 service. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Henry Levine pacted new two-year WTAM-WNBK contract ... Henry 
Nagel joined WSRS ... Maurice Condon does not leave manager’s post 
at TV Guide here as reported last week but stays with job and adds 
five-minute WGAR gossip pitch to his chores . . . George Patrick is 
new WSRS disker ... Bob Neal will do Orange Bowl and North-South 
grid tilts . . . Beb Dale and Bob Doerr to open 10-minute 6:45 p.m. 
chitchat on WEWS ... WXEL switched from channel 9 to 8 with 
minimum fuss... WHK’s Pinky Hunter celebrated 35th year in enter- 
tainment biz... Sohio renewed WTAM 52-week 7:45 and 6:15 daily 
10-minute newscasts with Bill Tompkins newscasting both stanzas and 
sharing writing chores with Gene Martin ... AFTRA and WJW re- 
ported in new contract agreement ...WJW’s Flo Roth into New York 
for visit .. . WNBK’s Gene Harrison to Milwaukee ... Drew Pearson 
scheduled for Cleveland appearance for WJW ... Tom Arend back 
to WNBK from Chicago visit . .. Stan Anderson, Cleveland Press 
radio-TV editor, ailing. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


John Klappas, projectionist at WDTV, has left for same kind of a 
job with WSUN-TV in St. Petersburg, Fla... . Walter McCroba has 
resigned as sales manager of WEIR in Weirton, W.-Va., to join business 
staff of the Lorain, O., Journal ... Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Dowty, of 
Pensacola, Fla., spending the holidays with their son, Byron Dowty, 
program manager of Channel 2, and his family . . . Beckley Smith, 
KQV newscaster, reelected to the Mt. Lebanon School Board . .. Doe 
Carlson, longtime Pitt basketball coach, assisting Bob Prince in tele- 
casting several Duquesne and Pitt basketball games over WENS~... 
Pittsburgh Friends of Jewish Theological Seminary presented Les 
Rawlins, manager of KDKA, with a citation for the station on the 
10th anni of the “Eternal Light” program . .. Charles (Red) Donley, 
announcer at Wheeling Downs and Waterford Park race tracks, ap- 
pointed head of sports at Steubenville’s new station, WSTV-TV . 
Nancy Fingal, who has appeared in several Playhouse musicals, is Bill 
Brant’s new aide on the Monday and Friday segments of his teevee 
show on WDTV. Midge Nixon remains in the Wednesday slot. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Roddy Rogers, executive producer at WFIL-TV, has left the station 
to take a New York post with Ward Wheelock agency ... Perry An- 
drews, formerly of WFPG, Atlantic City, has joined announcing staff 
at KYW, effective Dec. 23... Program director Gordon Davis has 
lengthened two KYW programs: Bob Benson’s “Midday Revue” has 
added an extra 30 minutes. Ruth Welles program has been increased 
to 30 minutes . . . Tom Moorehead’s annual Christmas party for 400 
orphans was held Saturday (19) at WFIL-TV ... Dr. Max Becker, 
executive director of USO in Pennsylvania, presented merit certificate 
to Del Parks, WPEN’s wake-up disk jockey for volunteer work for 
service organizations .. , Ed Locke, staff announcer at WIP, leaves the 
station (31) to open his own recording studio . . . Dan Curtis, former 
WIP announcer, returns to staff, Jan. 1... Sandy Stewart, local song- 


bird on Ernie Kovacs show, will switch to Robert Q. Lewis at the 
end of next month. 
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to WNBT, which does the Steve 
Allen stanza and several other 
shows from there. According to 
Gaines “it’s too plus, too expen- 
sive for a local station.” 

Whether WOR-TV sells outright 
or leases the studio space is still 
in question. Naturally, the Gen. 
eral Teleradio people are going 
to try to get back as much of the 
original $3,000,000 investment as 
they can. Finding space for its 
two big shows is another facet 
which will help WOR-TV decide 
precisely what type deal will yl- 
tiimately be pacted. ; 

Up till now, Gray, the new vp, 
in charge, has been eastern sales 
chief for WJR, Detroit, and WGAR 
Cleveland—the Goodwill stations. 

The block-wide 67th street stu- 
dios were tagged as “Television 
Square” when first opened in Jan. 
uary of '52. 








_ St. Louis—Laurent Torno, flut. 
ist with the St. Louis Symph orch 
for 21 years’ last week resigned 
from the orch to conduct a pro- 
gram on KACY-TV, new station at 
Festus, Mo., south of St. Louis. He 
will remain “as conductor of the 
Kirkwood, St. Louis County orch 
and on the faculties of the st 
Louis Institute of Music and Com- 
munity Music School. . 











Seven keys to bigger TV 
audiences with such sales- 
_making favorites as... 


[__] ABBOTT & COSTELLO SHOW 


52 sure-fire comedies that click with 
kids and grownups alike in millions of 
homes, made especially for TV. 


[_] BIFF BAKER, U.S.A. 


Overseas intrigue in a fast-moving 
family adventure series of highest 
network quality. 


[7] ROD CAMERON in 
J CITY DETECTIVE 


| Recently rated as the country’s #1 

| local film for television—and sold to 

| Falstaff Beer in 118 markets for the 

| largest regional sale in TV film history. 





| 
| [ | FAMOUS PLAYHOUSE 


| A super-assortment of over 175 original 
| half-hour dramas with Hollywood 
| names and sure sales appeal. 


[| FOLLOW THAT MAN 


The exciting ‘Man Against Crime’’ films 
(34.6 network Nielsen average) 
starring Ralph Bellamy, retitled for 
first-run in many TV cities. 


[|] VM THE LAW 


Starring George Raft in the unique 
adventures of a metropolitan police 
inspector, packed with sales punch. 


[__] PLAYHOUSE 15 


78 fifteen-minute dramas of highest 
quality made for TV by the producer 
of BIG STORY and T-MEN IN ACTION. 


They ALL bear the same 
MCA-TV stamp of quality! 
For information, on these 
or other MCA-TV Advertising 
Showcases on Film, just clip 
this advertisement to 

your letterhead. 








NEW YORK: 598 Madison Ave., PL 9-7500 
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“sits erformed her chores duti- 
cates recalled that on the first 
show on which he starred, he had 
his mother doing . in bit. nee 

‘Connor went or a couple o 
Pn on this show. He = 
hibited coaches of teams partici- 
pating in the Rose Bow! Game as 
well as the Rose Bowl Queen and 
her Court. It was a sequence that 
meant very little. Not enough was 
made of a showboat scene in which 
Scatman Caruthers beat out a 
priefie song and Jana Mason went 
overly-dramatic on Can’t Help 
Lovin’ That Man. 

Charles Coburn also had a few 
moments of good comedy. He made 
the most of his role as an instruc- 
tor in a school for Santas, but 
basically, a good idea went awry in 
the writing. Other bit in which he 
participated was in a scene depict- 





ing wandering carol singers. | . 


As usual, the most rewarding | 
scene of the session is the song- 
writing bit between O'Connor and | 
the talented Sid Miller. This, too, | 
was handicapped by bad material | 
at the start, but toward the mid- | 
section they were rolling in high. | 
It closed in high gear. , | 

It seemed that the staff was, 
awed by the pre-Christmas theme, | 
and lost sight of the fact that the 
show dwells mainly in comedy. 

Jose. 





If there’s to be a future for 
criginal musicomedy on TY, it will 
have to be made of stronger stuff 
than “A Bouquet for Millie,” which 
hit the airlanes via “‘Lux Video 
Theatre” on CBS-TV last Thursday 
(17). It was a flimsy yarn tied to- 
gether by an uninspired score. 
Stanzas’ only assets were its stars, 
Marge and Gower Champion. 
They're a charming couple but | 
even they couldn’t pull the half-| 
hour over the hump. 

Plot had Gower Champion as the | 
aggressive, toughie hubby of 
Marge. He is sentenced by a judge tu | 
bring a bouquet of flowers to Marge | 
for 10 straight days as penance for | 
socking her. He fulfills this chore | 
despite embarrassment and _ jibes | 
from his cohorts. Big test for the | 
wife, though, was whether he'll; 
bring flowers on the 11th day. On' 





Tele Followups 


Continued from page 29 L] 








the day in question, the hubby 
battles his conscience and decides 
to bring the flowers. He gets to the 
flower shop too late and returns 
home empty-handed. Speuse is 
disappointed and prepare. to walk 
out on him when the florist shows 
up with a bouquet and explains the 
hubby got to his shop when it was 
closed. Clinch and fadeout. 

Interspersed between the floral 
shenanigans was an okay dream 
ballet and a couple of tunes. Melo- 
dy and lyrics were ioutine. 

The Champions were assisted by 
an able supporting cast, sharp di- 
rection and imaginative set. Musi- 
comedy, showcased on Lux as a 
pilot for a potential series, was 
scripted by Joseph Cochran with 
music by Albert Selden and lyrics 
by Taylor Williams. Mike. 
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tion or contrast. 
ingly apparent that the fringes of 
the screen and/or performers’ ex- 





| Joseph Boley, 
| Malcolm 





NBC-TV Scene Designer 
William C. Molyneux 
has a bright piece on 
It’s All Over In 
60 Minutes 


* i * 


one of the many byline pieces 
in the upcoming 


48th Anniversary Number 


of 
VARIETY 











Dora Merande; by Florenz Ames, 
aging medico seeking a better live- 
lihood than the “healthy” village 
can provide; and by looker Judith 
Braun, Ray Danton, Joe E. Marks, 
Michail Enserro, 
Beggs and Auguste Me- 





Jersey Town Calls WOR-TV Tower 
Menace’: Threatens Suit to Raze It 


Directly after WOR-TV, New 


week from 760-foot tower in North 


‘of its programs from ite Empire 
| York, moved its transmitter last State space last Wed. 


(16), four 
days after the original ¢ransmis- 


‘ Bergen, N. J., to atop the Empire sion signal was made from the new 


| State Building a threat of legal ac- | quarters. 


Although the building 


| tion,.was, made in order to force ‘has seven other TV occupants (all 
| station executives to remove the of Gotham’s TV’ers!, WOR-TV is 


‘ 


righi in other roles in a large cast. | 


Director-producer Harry 


; mann staged the play shrewdly to 


Also, it’s increas- | 


tremities go errant purplish at the | 


oddest times, particularly when the 
actors employ the most normal of 
motion, such as gesticulation. Over- 
all, however, this was highly satis- 


give power and sweep to the action 
while not subordinating the run- 
ning theme of a forthright clergy- 
man’s incorruptibility in the face 


| of great temptation. Play was orig- 


| inally 


factory colorvision, especially so / 
when set against the monochrome | 
show seen later and wherein the 


absence of tint in several instances 


would be the persuader in a home- | 


owner's boarding up his screen 
after he has seen both editions. 


“Peace” was a click effort, with. 


warmth, high humor and a clever | 


treatment of the basic philosophy 
of life as expressed by protagonist 


Fred Stewart, as Father Geronimo, | 


|in what was probably the finest 


performance of his legit-TV career. 
Solid support was turned in by 
Arnold Moss, as the general of 
Napoleon come to “rescue” the 
padre from his humble surround- 
ings to join the Emperor of France 
in Paris after it’s discovered that 
the priest is the Little Corporal’s 
uncle; by the padre’s housekeeper, 


written in Italian by Gia- 
vacchino Foranza and Kraft ver- 
sion was an adaptation by George 
Faulkner of a Victor Rietti transla- 
tion presented on the British stage. 
All in all, as a colorshow and a 
play, a click job by all concerned, 
with special kudos reserved for the 


sponsor's mouth-watering franks- 
and-cheese and Philly Fudge 
blurbs. Trau. 





Bea Kalmus Diskgab 

Bea Kalmus returns to the Jate- 
night gab circuit via a six-pights 
weekly schedule over WABC, N. Y. 
from the Basin Street nitery. 
will air from midnight to 2 a.m. 

Former singer had a longtime 
show from Hutton’s restaurant on 
WMGM, N. Y.,. which lapsed a 
couple of years ago. 


Herr- | 


original tower aS a menace. 


Empire State on Dec. 12. 


Recalling the recent accident in| 


'the only one with studios there. 
The General Teleradio station be- | 
gan transmission of its signal from | 


les Singer, chief engineer 
for the local outlet, stated that the 
station woul@ have been telecast- 
ing from the Empire State three 


which former Michigan governor {| months earlier were it not for tech- 
| Kim Sigler, and three friends were | nical problems encountered with 


killed when their plane struck a} 
similar tower in Battle Creek, com- 
missioner of Public Safety in North | 
Bergen, Patrick Sullivan, indicated | 


that he would give WOR-TV a 
chance to bring the costly tower 
down of its own volition. He add- 
ed, however, that he turned the 
problem over to township attorney 
Nicolas Schloeder for possible legal 
steps. 

WOR-TV planned to utilize the 
Jersey tower, located in the heart 
of North Bergen, as an auxiliary 
transmitter since it became the 
seventh and final member of the 
Gotham TV family to move its 
technical facilities to Empire State. 
Gordon Gray, incoming chief of 
WOR-TV, when informed of Sulli- 


| van’s move, said he had no pre- 


vious knowledge of the North Ber- 
gen commissioner's intentions and 
that he would immediately notify 
his legal staff. 

Speaking of the Sigler accident, 
Sullivan said “Not only did a wing 


'of the plane hurtle to the graund 


and the plane itself burst into 
flames and skid 1,500 feet away 
but the tower was lifted from its 
foundation and overturned.” A 
similar accident occurred in Sche- 
nectady not so long ago also, the 
commissioner pointed out. and he 
felt that since the North Bergen 
tower is not in constant use it 
would be senseless letting it stand 
in the midst of so heavily a popu- 
‘ated area. 

WOR-TV began emanating some 


, space. 


NBC-TV, which maintained WOR- 
TV facilities would interfere with 
the former's auxiliary transmitter. 

Empire State charges its video 
occupants $70,000 a year rental! 
alone, plus $7 a square foot for 
Cost of some operations go 
as high as $150,000 to $200,000 an 
nually. 

The WOR-TV facilities in the 
Empire State Building include a 
Studio, a projection room, an an- 
nouncer’s booth, a newsroom and 3 
transmitter room housing the 50, 
000-watt transmitter. These in ad 
dition to other rooms occupy 3.00¢ 
square feet of space. 


FAULK KEEPS STEADY 
COMPANY WITH ‘GIRLS 


“Leave It to the Girls” will un 
dergo a format change starting 
Jan. 2, with John Henry Faulk 
joining the show on a permanent 
b. ‘s as a sort of biased moderator 
and Maggi McNellis stepping down 
from her moderator’s seat to be- 
come “captain” of the girls’ team. 

Fauk will assist the male guest 
of the evening, who on Jan. 2 will 
be Ralph Meeker. Miss McNellis 
will heave as a permanent member 
of the squad Eloise McElhone, with 
two guest panelists. Rountree-Pres- 
brey package continues under Ex- 
Lax sponsorship in its Saturday 
night ABC-TV slot 
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David Sarnoff, Chairman of the Board, 
Radio Corporation of America 





RCA LEADERSHIP 


Compatible color television broadcasting has been ap- 
proved. This progressive action by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission speeds the day of color television in 
the American home. 


The RCA COLOR TELEVISION SYSTEM operates on the 


compatible color signal standards approved by the FCC. 


Color television opens a new era in electronic communi- 
cations and adds a new dimension to the entertainment 
arts. It supplies a new power to advertising and greatly 
increases its merchandising possibilities. It adds realism to 
journalism, intensifies television as a social and educational 
force and opens the way for a significant advance in service 
to the public. 


December 17, 1953, the day on which the FCC approved 
stondards for the commercial broadcasting of COMPAT- 
IBLE COLOR TELEVISION, will be remembered in the 
onnals of communications along with the historic date of 
April 30, 1939, when RCA-NBC introduced ALL-ELEC- 
TRONIC BLACK-AND-WHITE TELEVISION as a new broad- 
cast service to the public ot the opening of the World's 
Foir in New York. 


At that time we added sight to sound. Now we add | 


color to sight. 


RCA is proud of the leadership its scientists and engi- 
neers achieved in developing—the all-electronic black-and- 
white television system—the all-electronic compatible color 
television system—and the RCA tri-color tube, which made 
the latter practicable. 


Dedicated to pioneering and steadfast in our purpose to 
give America pre-eminence in communications, we shall 
continue our efforts to advance and to merit the faith and 
confidence the American people have in “RCA” as an 
emblem of quality, dependability and progress. 


- 


AcuitSinggy 


, 





Chairman of the Board 








RCA-NBC 


\ 
| 


RCA wins fight for 
FCC decision benefits 





Saws years ago—on May 7, 1946—David Sarnoff, 
Chairman of the Board of the Radio Corporation of 
America, said:— 


“When a modern and practical color television 
system for the home is here, RCA will have it.”’ 


The public will benefit 


On December 17, 1953, the Federal Communications Com- 
mission approved compatible standards for color television broad- 
casting. This is a great victory for RCA. But it is an even greater 
triumph for the public and the entire television industry. 


Color is a new dimension that will greatly increase the public’s 
enjoyment and appreciation of the wealth of news events, enter- 
tainment, and education available on television sets. 


Behind this great development are many long years of scientific 
research, hard work and financial risk. Our scientists were engaged 
in research basically related to color television as far back as the 
1920’s . . . even before we introduced black-and-white television 
service. 


In the intervening years we lave spent more than $25,000,000 
to achieve our objective of adding the beauty and reality of color 
to the black-and-white service we pioneered. ' 


The fruit of this great investment is the RCA all-electronic 
compatible color television system which makes it possible to send 
high quality color pictures that can be received in full color on color 
recewers; and in black and white on the set you now own. 


Without this compatibility, for which RCA has fought and 
worked hard and long, your present set would go completely 
blind to color broadcasts. With it, your black-and-white set will 
continue to bring you every program on the air until such time as 
color receivers are available and you decide to buy one. 


Now that the FCC has approved the standards on which the 
RCA color television system operates, the way is clear for the 
orderly introduction of color television without any interruption 
in the fine black-and-white service you now enjoy. 


RCA and NBC have the know-how to broadcast color programs, 
to build equipment for color broadcasting, and to build sets that 
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IONEER A NEW ERA IN TELEVISION 





will receive these programs. In addition, we have trained per- 
sonnel ready to do the job. 

RCA and NBC will invest an additional $15,000,000 during 
color television’s introductory year to establish this new service 
on a solid foundation. 


The industry will benefit 


In the development of any great new service to the American 
public, someone must take the risks of leadership and incur the 
/initial capital expense required to start a new industry. RCA has 
‘done this before with radio broadcasting and black-and-white 
television. RCA has done it again with compatible color television. 
We spent $50,000,000 in developing and establishing black-and- 
white television. From this pioneering, the public and the industry 
as well as RCA have benefited. 


In introducing color, RCA is following the same policy of 
making its inventions available to the entire industry as it did in 
radio broadcasting and black-and-white television. This means 


— 





that other members of. this highly competitive industry can get 
into color television quickly and benefit accordingly. 


There are approximately 85 competing set manufacturers and 
70 competing tube manufacturers in the radio-television industry. 
More than 340 competing television stations now are on the air. 


The opportunities to advance with color television are available 
to all of them. 


When will color television sets be available? 


Color television sets will begin to come off the production 
lines in small quantities within approximately six months 
from today. It will probably be an additional year before 
mass production is reached. 


The first color sets manufactured by RCA will have a 


he picture size and will be priced between $800 and 
1,000. 


| 








Considering the relative values of the dollar, this compares 
favorably with the price of the first 10-inch black-and-white 
television sets introduced in 1939. 


When mass production of color receivers and tri-color 








RADIO CORPORATION OF 


tubes gets under way, prices will come down, as they did with 
black-and-white tubes and receivers. Inevitably, it will take 
several years to reach this goal. 


If you are planning to buy a television set, don’t hesitate 
to buy now. For remember, the new RCA Victor television 
sets bring you sharper, clearer black-and-white pictures of 
every program on the air... whether they are transmitted in 
color or black and white. 


When will color programs be available? 


NBC has completed program plans for color television’s intro- 
ductory year that call for each of NBC’s regular productions to 
be broadcast in color at least once during the year—at the average 
rate of two programs a week. 


RCA has completed plans for manufacturing transmitting and 
studio equipment for broadcasting color. In accordance with our 
policies, we are offering such equipment for sale to others. 


Television stations throughout the country can make slight 
modifications in their transmitting equipment that will enable 
them to pick up from the network and broadcast these color 
shows. Five NBC-owned stations and 65 NBC affiliated stations 
already have announced their intention of doing so and more 
will follow. 


NBC is giving program and technical people from affiliated 
stations the benefit of our experience in televising color. 


RCA has furnished competing manufacturers with circuit dia- 
grams and technical information which enable them to manufac- 
ture color receivers and tri-color tubes. 


By the time manufacturers have produced color receivers for 
sale to the public, many broadcasters will have equipped their 
stations to transmit television programs in color. 

RCA, the pioneer in compatible color television development, and 
NBC, the pioneer in color television broadcasting and program- 
ming, are proud to have the opportunity to bring a new service 
to the American public . . . for the opportunity to enrich the lives 
of people everywhere is a privilege of leadership. 


SrA S/ Faker, 


President 


AMERICA 
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Television Chatter 


H. I. Phillips 


does a humorous treatment on 





‘ * 
New York | WNBT to appear a of — Dragnet 
._ |of musical shorts ing made on 
Weekend Trendex eycbrow-rais-|the Coast by Rudy Vallee. ..Ray Out of Shakespeare 
er: Herb Shriner’s “Two for the) Stricklyn and Michael Higgins into Ee 
Money” 23.8 on CBS-TV as op-| “Big Story” Friday (25) night. 


posed to NBC-TV’s “Show of 
Shows” 18.0 .. 
Town” 34.9 Sunday evening su- 
premacy vs. ‘Colgate 
Hour’s” 22.1. 


Dick Allen of Shaw 


, ] lesni | Moore show tomorrow (Thurs.)... 
Corp's TV dept. to Miami on Mon- | ‘| 
day (21) for a week of talent scout- | Comic Al Bernie slated for a re 


ing and sunshine — Actor Jay Bar- | 


ney made the “bicycle run” be-| 


tween his Joseph Schildkraut Du- | Pearance in Vegas 


Mont teleshow and “Richard HI” | 
at City Center with minutes to 
spare but nearly had _ his 
frozen off on coldest night of the 


year last week (16). He left on his | Bight (Wed.) on NBC-TV ..N. L. 


1907 makeup (complete with mut- 
tonchops, mustache and sideburns) 
and gave City Center cast a real 
jolt before he changed into Lord 
atcliff’s costume... Frark O’Don- 
nell appointment as ad and promo- 
tion manager of RCA Victor Cus- | 
tom Recerd Division officialized 
last week. New assignment in- 
cludes vidpix and film libraries. 
He succeeds Bennett S. Rosner, 
who becomes ad services manager 
of commercial records Jim 
McKay will handie New Year's 
Day post-Bowl roundup in special 
quarter-hour starting at 4:45 on 
WCBS-TV with Piel’s Beer. one of 
his regular sponsors, paying the 
bill. 

. Liam Sullivan plays “Young 
Scrooge” on Kraft’s Xmas show- 
ing of Dickens’ “Carol” . .. Prexy 
ot Newark, N. J’s WATVY., Irving 
R. Rosenhaus, off with family to 
Miami Beach for couple weeks... 
Brooklyn College students did en- 
actments from play “Under the 
Gaslight” on WABD college series 
Saturday (19) ... Albert H. Jaeg- 
gin to do press relations in big 
town for new UHF’er WRTY, As- 
bury Park . Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen makes tennis his hobby... 
Billy Gaxton and Paolo Gallico 
guested on Friday (18) stanza of 
“Life Begins at 80” ... Leu Little, 
football coach at Columbia, will 
do “Twenty Questions” stint Dec 
28 ... Carol Sisters to Winston- 
Salem, N. C. for appearances on 
WTOB-TV and WSJS-TY. 


Ed Cooper to Chi to film Miller 
Brewery commercials for Sunday’s 
national pro grid championship 
game on DuMont Larry Gelbart, 
Hai Collins, Buddy Arnold and 
Weodie Kling repacted as writers 
on Red Buttens show Allan 
Stevenson, back from an appear- 
ance at the Crosley convention in 
Miami, set for roles in “Robert 
Montgomery Presents” Monday 
(28: and “Kraft Theatre” on Wed- 
nesday ‘30 Buster Crabbe back 
to his WABC-TV western film show 
following completion of the first 
cycle of his “Captain Gallant of the 
Foreign Legion,” locationed in 
French Morrocco Jean Martin 
takes two-week vacation from the 
Jerry Lester “Late Date” show on 











SPECIAL OPTICAL EFFECTS 
AND TITLES 

Oa FIRESIDE THEATRE 

Television Show 

by 

RAY MERCER & COMPANY 
4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 
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. Also “Toast of |of KANG-TV, Waco, in on biz. . 


Comedy | singer, 
|“Cirele Theatre” on NBC-TV last | 


Artists| Might (Tues.) and set for Gary. of 
VARIETY 
turn appearance on the _ Kate : 
Smith show following Sands ap- DUE SOON 


ears |: - 


Robert Walker, general manager 





@ bright »yline piece in the 


eight - year - old | 
in Armstrong 


Barbara Karen, 


appeared 48th Anniversary Number 


E. K. Harten- | 











bower of KCMO-TV, Kansas City, | 
in town huddling with ABC brass) ¢¢¢@ 
Justine Johnson set for third 
appearance on “Kraft Theatre’’ to- 





‘Radio Reviews 


| Bentson, g.m. of WMIN-TV, Min-| 
'meapolis, in for agency calls 
|'Tommy White set for a part on 
Red Buttons show Mel Wheeler, 
gm. of WEAR-TV, Pensacola, in| 
town. | 


Chicago | 

WBKB. for the sixth consecutive | 
year, will telecast the midnight | 
Xmas Mass from Holy Name Ca- | 
thedral Don Gordon’ working, 
the pitches on Evans Furs’ Thurs- 
day night feature film on WGN-TV, 
subbing for the ailing Vin Gott- 
schalk ...Scripter Bill Barrett in 
from New York for the annual NBC- | 
TV “Hawkins Falls”, Xmas _ party 
... Minneapolis - Honeywell makes 
its local TV entry with architect- | 
designer Paul MacAllister’s Friday 
night “Planning Your Home” 
series via WBKB...Odette Tomas 
flacking TV Today, new fan mag 
that debuted last week Bill Heal- 


,;ion now directing WNBQ's Friday 


night two-hour “Howard Miller 
Show,” vice Lyn King who's been 
assigned the web’s “The Bennetts” 
morning soaper ABC-TV’s Su- 
per Circus cast set for a p.a. Wed- | 
nesday (30) at Detroit's Olympia 
Stadium with regular once-a- 
month road jaunts being planned 
... Dr. Frances Hourwich, hostess of 
NBC-TV's “Ding Dong School,” 
Dicked as one of the Associated 
Press’ Women of the Year Tom 
Duggan's “Shooting At Sports” 
Saturday nights on WBKB has 
been sold to Loeber Pontiac { 


ABC-TV Axe 


Continued from page 235 

















set yet for the two Wednesday 
shows. 
The davtimers represented ABC- 


.TV’s first effort in daytime pro- 


gramming. and they remained un- 
sold for the two months they’ve, 
been on. ABC-TV execs said the 
axings didn’t represent a retrench- 
ment in programming. but merely 
a try at a new area, morning pro- 
grams. McNeill simulcast has been 
a gleam in the web's eye since its 
successful 20th anni simulcast this 
summer. Show so far is unspon- 
sored on the tele side, but unders' 
stood Swift & Co., one of the radio 
sponsors, is interested. 

“Turn” and “Westmore” breathe 
their last Jan. 1. “Take It” gets gate 
Jan. 13, “Vaudeville” on Dec. 31. 
Web won't replace them in the 
afternoon. at least not until a 
morning lineup is set with some 


‘sponsors in the fold. 








to increase sales 
prohtably...economically reach | 
, Channel 8-land 


| 
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FAIR AND COOLER 
With George Hicks, Dorian St. 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


Now it can be told that Bill Leonard had so many regular and extra 
WCBS, N.Y., stanzas during the newspaper strike that one of them 
saved him from a traffic violation ticket. He appeared on about 18 
| shows in six days and on seventh day, being in a personal fog, on 
his way home, passed a red light. He told an alert traffic cop he was 
| listening to a program he’d recorded and wanted to get the sound of 
it. Skeptical minion of the law figured it was the screwiest alibi he'q 
| ever heard but gave a listen, identified Leonard's voice and sent him 
'on his way. Not known whether Leonard's final persuader was handing 
'the policeman tickets—to some of station’s shows. 


| With Ed Murrow (CBS-TV) in Kcrea filming a Christmas special for 
| “See It Now,” Faye Emerson (NBC) will pinchhit for him on “Person 
, to Person” Xmas Night. She'll interview a letter carrier and a man 
| from Macy's complaint department, plus the respective families. 

Upcoming on “Person” is another NBC’er, Eddie Fisher, slated for 
_a January stanza in his N.Y. home. All this entanglement with “that 
other network” recalls the fact that when Tallulah Bankhead (who has 
an NBC pact) was “Personned” by Murrow, she plugged her forth. 
coming (January) appearance in title role of ‘“‘Hedda Gabler” on “US, 
Steel Hour.” That's on ABC-TV. Any questions? 








“Bonino” airing, starring Ezio Pinza for Philip Morris and Lady 
Esther on NBC-TV, comes up Saturday (26) with a new twist. The 
oltsized Bonino family gathers for a farewell party for eldest son 


George, Taylor Grant, Gordon | Edward who is being inducted into the Army. And incidentally, since 


Frazer, Bryson Rash, Julian 
Anthony; Bernard Green Orch 
Producer: William Whitehouse 
Director: Murdock Pemberton 
Writer: Ira Marion 
60 Mins., Mon. (21), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. 


ABC's news and special events | 


department joined with the U. S. 
Weather Bureau and the Ajr 
Weather Service of the Air Force 


ito bring to life via on-the-spot 


reports the magnitude and im- 
pressiveness of the weather report- 
ing—forecasting service provided 


, by the Government. ABC reporters 


went on planes into the middle 


/of a Caribbean hurricane and over 


the North Pole, on ships in rough 
seas, to shelters and to big central 
collecting points to record the 
dangers and complexities of weath- 
er reporting. 

Under the 


ABC newsmen, with Bill White- 
house heading the effort as pro- 
ducer, the hour-long show was a 
solid radio achievement—the type 
of radio reportage that’s tailormade 


ifor the medium and the type of 


programming that brings people 
back to their radio sets. Dorian 
St. George, Taylor Grant. Gordon 
Frazer, Bryson Rash and Julian 
Anthony did excellent field jobs; 
George Hicks did his usual dis- 


tinguished job of overall _narra-| 
Marion's script dove-| 


tion, and 
tailed all the tape reports and 
Narration into a cohesive picture 
of what's why in the weather. 


Bernard Green’s musical accom- | 
'paniment was excellent: his score 
'fitted the show nicely. Murdock 


Pemberton’s direction kept every- 
thing flowing smoothly. Chan. 


MATINEE AT THE PALACE 
With Marty Ross, Bob Synder 
129 Mins.; Sat.-Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
Participatir, 
WABY, Albany 

This is a disk jockey program, 
with embellishments, originating 
in the lobby of Fabian'’s Palace 
Theatre and handled by Marty 
Ross and Bob Snyder. They pre- 
sented a somewhat similar show, 
from the same spot, over WOKO 
before Ross entered the service. 
He recently returned to the U. S. 
after a stretch with the Armed 
Forces Radio in Berlin. 


Feature is uneven; sometimes in- | 


teresting, sometimes too talky and 
dragging. The techncal side could 


_be improved. Ross and Snyder de- | 
bate and disagree, in spots, on mu- 
| sic and other subjects—probably 
{with design. They introduce num- 


bers, joke, conduct’ interviews 
‘with patrons and special guests) 
and plug Palace, plus its show. 


| Snyder occasionally editorializes 


on theatre vandalism and miscon- 
duct. for instance, after a youngster 
popped the top of his head with a 
bean shooter operated from. the 
lobby mezzanine. 


Many sponsors and products are | 


advertised. Spieling tends to run 
overboard at times. Unusual angle. 
for a local block, was the kidding 
of a tobacco shop commercial. 
Jaco. 


Howe to ABC 


Quincy 
via ABC, moving into the 7:15- 
7:30 strip vacated a couple of 
months ago by Elmer Davis, who 
found the five-a-week routine too 
Austin Kip- 
inger, who's been filling in since 
Davis’ exit, will be moved to an- 
other spot. 

Howe starts Jan. 4. 





Seattle — Indie station KRSC 


here is changing call letters to 
KAYO Jan. 1. 


scripting of Ira, 
Marion and the reporting of five | 


Howe returns to radio! 


its the show's bowout, it amounts to a farewell to the audience too. 
One way of saying a graceful and unobtrusive adieu. 





Gotham Recording kidded itself and the radio-TV biz through miles 
of tape and film last week when, as a promotion stunt to signalize its 
major studio expansion in N.Y., it staged a Xmas party for several 
hundred in the biz. 

Gotham prexy Herb Moss unreeled a “This Is Gotham”’ film spcofing 
the organization’s growth and four-time expansion that turned out to 
| be one of the sock “off Broadway” comedies. The self-panning comedy 
| extended into recordings and taped “shows.” 

Gotham tapes the U.S. Treasury programs plus a number of film- 
| taped commercials for network sponsors. 
} 








Edward J. Noble, chairman of the finance committee of American 
| Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, has gifted 131,148 shares of the 
AB-PT common stock issue to the Edward John Noble Foundation. 
| This is his personal charitable organization. 


Noble continues as the biggest individual stockkholder. He now has 
direct ownership of 324,601 shares of AB-PT’s 5°o preferred stock and 
| 226.949 shares of the common. 





| Running feud between Philadelphia and Los Angeles for title of 
| third largest city in U.S. erupted on airwaves (17) with transcontinental 
radio hassle on NBC's late evening edition of ‘“‘News of the World.” 

John Raleigh, news commentator at KYW, Philly, exchanged hot 
words with Ed Baker, at NBC, in L.A. Raleigh accused Coast city of 
| annexing suburban lands to inflate the population count. Baker stood 
| pat on September special census which moved L.A. to front position 
' and chided Philadelphians for deserting Benjamfn Franklin tradition 
by refusing to face facts. 

Verbal fracas was ended by Kenneth Banghart, at NBC, New York, 
who dismissed dispute with “to New Yorkers, both Philadelphia and 
Los Angeles are only wide places in the road.” 





NBC o&o staffers in New York with 10 and 20 years of service were 
| given a luncheon at the St. Regis Hotel on Monday (21). Charles R. 
| Denny, o&o v.p., presided and awards of pins and certificates were 
made by Hamilton Shea, g.m. of WNBC and WNBT, and Thomas B. 
_ McFadden, director of NRC Spot Sales. Those with 20 years of service 
| are: Richard Close, James V. Coleman, Charles College, Lee Jones, 
/and Daniel Murphy. Those with 10 years included: Peter Affee, Ralph 
| Bennett, John G. Chapin, Isabel M. Finnie, Morris Goodman, Donald 
| H. Hickman, Bernard Ibitisky and John Riedel. 





Femoppets get year-round TV exposure but at Christmastide the 

, demand almost exceeds the supply. Two hopefuls in the “sugar 'n’ 

| Spice 'n’ everything nice” sweepstakes from the Rita Chappell News 

ton stable of kid talent get some important spots this week, with 

16-year-old Mary Kevin Kelly drawing a role in Monday's (21) 

“Three Steps to Heaven” and niner Adele Alice Newton cast for to- 
night’s (Wed.) “Rip Van Winkle” on NBC's Kraft show. 


Any doubts that “Ding Dong School,” NBC-TV's morning show aimed 
directly at pre-school moppets, can also ding dong the adult money- 
spending audience were rather completely dispelled by a mail order 
test conducted by General Mills, which backs the show on Fridays. 
| Flour company inserted single plugs on three Fridays for a $3.98 
| Betty Crocker baking kit. Last week’s tally showed GM_ had re- 
ceived over 8,000 replies for the kit, totalling some $32,000. 
+ 





} 
} 











| Memphis—WMCT, Memphis’ and 
/the midsouth’s first TV outlet, has 
upped its power from 60kw to 100,- | 
000 kw on VHF Channel 5 here. | 
, The Station, 0. & o. by the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal, Scripps-How- 
ard ayem daily, is the basic NBC 
affiliate in this area. 


$1.00 MONTH Establish YOUR perma- 
nent address here in Los Angeles. We 
forward all mail for our many custom: 
ers personally and efficiently. 


ELLERY OFFICE SERVICE 


1244 S. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 15, California 
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evtravagant simplicity. V4 
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1954 looks great! 


A I'm real happy about my new set-up with CBS. I'm going 
to be doing something I've always wanted to do...a new 
radio show, a new television show—and all my own! 


(I'm riot greedy. I'm just living!) 


The Robert Q. Lewis Show on CBS Radio starts on January 2 
and will be broadcast every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12 noon EST. 


(The boys tell me it's three-quarters sold already. I haven't 





seen the new clients yet. Glasses busted.) 


The CBS Television series gets under way on January ll. 







It'll be every Monday through Friday from 4 to 4:30 p.m. EST. 





And, of course, I'll be continuing my present activities. 


I hope 1954 is the greatest for all of you, too. 


‘ + 


Sincerely, 


WD) Kero 
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FCC on Tint 








price of colorsets is meagre, not- 
ing, however, that the major ele- 
ments in the price consist of the 


plexity of the attendant converg- 
ence circuitry, deflation ycke and 
high voltage supply in the re- 
ceiver.” 

Also incorporated in the record 
is that RCA-NBC has furnished es- 
timates based on a 16-inch enve- 
lope tri-color tube with a measured 
viewing surface of 8'2 by 11, the 
equivalent of a 12!2-inch mono- 
chrome tube (with nv estimates fur- 
nished on the price of receivers 
with larger tubes). This estimated 
cost to receiver manufacturers is 
between $175 and $200, with the 
estimated introductory price of the 
first colorset between $800 and 
$1,000. FCC says of this: 

Putting Itself on Record 

“We do not believe that the data 
in the record are sufficient to sup- 
port the conclusion that the pres- 
ently available receiver apparatus 
is cheap enough in price” for the 
masses, but asserts that several 
manufacturers “have expressed 
their conviction” that when color 
TV reaches the mass production 
Stage. “substantial reduction” in 
the price will follow. “as was the 
case with the monochrome receiv- 
er.” In short, the Commission did 
not put its blessing on tintele with 
its eyes closed to the cost con- 
Sideration of that “first set.” 

Equally as important as the “‘ini- 
tial cost” are servicing and main- 
tenance of the colorset which the 
FCC states will impose ‘‘a substan- 
tiaily greater burden” on _ the 
homeowner as compared to b&w. 

$187,500 Equipment Nut 

On the cost of broadcasting 
equipment, estimated figures and 
production plans were submitted 
by RCA-NBC for’ transmissions 
covering (1) network programs, ‘2 
color slide programs, ‘3: color film 
programs, and ‘4: local live pro- 
grams, with estimated tots! price 
fer the required equipment being 
$187,500. Contemplated equipment 
for the four types of transmission 
will be preduced on a “custom 
basis” at first at these prices yield- 
ing the total: 

1. Network operation 
color stabilizing amplifiers. tri- 
color monitor, phase equalizers 
miscellaneous parts, extra sideband 
filter, test equipment—$24.500. 

2. Color slides: including slide 
camera, frequency standard, burst 
flag generator, colorplexer, modifi- 


including 
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Cost Factor 








cation kit for syne generator, parts, | 


test equipment—$43,250. 
3. Color film: additions required | 


| by station already equipped for | 
tri-color kinescope ‘‘and the com-' 


Stage 2 include 16m film chain and 
miscellaneous—$50,600. 
4. Live pickup: additions, re- | 


' quired by station already equipped 


for either Stage 2 or 3 to broadcast 
simple live programs with one 
camera include three-tube color 
camera and associated control and 
miscellaneous—$69,500. (This fig- 
ure is based on using one camera, 
which is minimum equipment. 
Generally, twe or more cameras 
are required for livecasts. In addi- 
tion, price quotations have not 
been furnished for remote pickup 
equipment.) 
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gradation of monochrome trans- | 
missions as received on colorsets, 
and susceptibility of color re- 
ceivers to interference, he accented 
setmakers’ obligations to over- 
come these problems. He cited 
these as equipment problems, “not 
inherent limitations imposed by 
the standards,” and said future 
improvement can be expected. 

Comr. Sterling compared the ad- 
vent of colorviSion to the first au- 
tomobiée, then radio, and finally 
TV itself. and time and time again 
put the issue of refinement up to 
the equipment people. Comr. Lee. 
observing that the imperfections 
of the new medium are carefully 
pointed out, said: “It is apparent 
that color television will not be 
available to most of us for some 
time to come but this was also 
true in the early days of black & 
white television.” He also pointed 
to the maiden auto and airplane as 
being outmoded by experience and 
new production gimmicks. saying, 
“We would never learn the new 
shortcuts if we kept the basic idea 
on the drawing board.” 
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Continued from page 2 
filiates to the networks, and these 
in turn would be obliged to go 
to higher echelons (RCA in the’ 
case of NBC, with CBS-Columbia, 
however, being a subsidiary of 
CBS, Inc.) to appeal to them for 
a moderate, very gradual moving 
in of tint programming — just 
enough to whet the appetite of 
prospective customers but not 
enough to make their collective 
mouths water for livingroom ap- 
paratus with which to go ecstatic 
on the “hue, brightness & satura- 
tion” pitch. 

All the way down the line, too, | 
there’s expected to be an appeal 
that the publicity and public re-| 
lations factories “go a little easy” | 
on their all-out enthusiasm and 
excitement for colorvision, since | 
color teleset output won't be a' 
mass reality until at least 18 
months, probably more. Meantime, 
black & white is not exactly a dead 
pigeon and will never become obso- 
lete, according to the best brains 
on the subject. So why, ask the? 


‘ manufacturers, et al., give the pub- | 
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REPRESENTED 
EDWARD PETRY - 
and COMPANY NBC 


MINNEAPOLIS * ST. PAUL 





KSTP-TV NOW REACHES 
NEARLY TWO MILLION | 
PEOPLE REGULARLY WITH 
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Prof. Robert Gessner 
(Chairman of the Mot’on Picture Dept. 
of N.Y.U.) 


has written a revealing piece on 


Television Goes To 
College. and Threatens 
To Steal the Show 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 
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lic the idea that monochrome tele- 
casting is about to be jettisoned? 

The FCC, in leaving it up to in- 
dustry to produce the 
and the networks to make with 
the color, may have given them 
too wide a latitude, it’s felt. (see 


' below). 


Lukewarm Okay 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

It was in a rather apologetic 
tone that the FCC. by a vote of 
6-0 (with Comr. Frieda Hennock 
significantly abstaining), decided 
to adopt the NTSC specifications. 
Sprinkled all through its decision, 
which was issued at a late hour 
on Thursday (17) after two ses- 
sions were unexpectedly called to 
consider the action, were admis- 
sions that the system does not meet 
the criteria it had established. But 
in view of the great number of 
receivers now in the hands of the 
public, it appeared that compati- 
bility of the system offset the de- 
fects. 

The Commission conceded that 
the color quality of the system is 
not what it should be put felt it is 
good enough to merit standardiza- 
tion. “We have reached this con- 
clusion,” it stated, “despite some 
apparent deficiencies of the color 
picture as viewed on_ presently 
available receivers. None of the 
deficiencies present is sufficiently 
grave, however, to interfere seri- 
ously with the overall enjoyment 
which may be derived from view- 
ing the color pictures.” 

The Commission also waived its 
criteria that the cost of color sets 
be within reach of the great mass 
of the public. 








| 
| 





| ’B4 Year of Patents 








colorsets | 


+ reality 





a Continued from page 35 =e 


dwindled in importance. “While 
we naturally hope to be able to 
sub-license under Westinghouse 
and GE inventions,” said Sarnoff. 
“nevertheless we feel that the in- 
ventions of our own laboratories 
and our patents and applications 


on them are of such value for the | 
| future that they represent the im- 


portant inventions in our field.” 
Figures 
Just how important 


| patent li- 
censing fees loom 


in the overall 


, RCA “future horizons” scheme of 


things was revealed by Gen. Sar- 
noff before the security analysts. 
He described as “the bunk” the 
talk by “some uninformed people” 
that RCA nets $25,000,000 a year 
in patent royalties. He pointed 
out that from 1947 to 1953 RCA’s 
net income from royalties aver- 
aged less than $3,500,000 a year. 
In ’53, he added, it will be less 


| than $2,500,000. 


What stood 


out as significant, 
however, 


was his admission that 


| "this is after deducting costs and 
| expenditures incurred 
| tion with carrying on the funda- 
| mental research work of the RCA 


in connec- 


Laboratories Division,’ not to 
mention substantial amounts ex- 
pended for applied research and 
development’ by other divisions 


| and subsidiaries of RCA. 


_ The royalties from patent licens- 
ing, as such, represents in large 


/sum the lifeblood of an electronic 
|empire geared to the future. “If,” 


Says Sarnoff, “RCA were to give 
up its licensing business and stop 


licensing the rest of the industry, 


it would be RCA’s competitors 
who would suffer most in relative 
standing and not RCA.” 

Be that as it may, the coming 
year will wrap up a lot of the an- 


| swers, particularly on color televi- 


sion patents, Millions and prestige 
are at stake. Gen. Sarnoff, having 


'cleared the NBC decks by resolvy- 


ing the Pat Weaver-Bob Sarnoff 
administrative high command, will 


have more time to pilot the RCA | 
ship in ’54 through some trouble- 


some patent waters, 








- Sarnoff & Folsom on Color 
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months (June) but that it would 
take at least an additional year 
before mass output is reached. 
RCA’s first set will be a 14-incher 
priced between $800 and $1,000. 
(This may be a working “competi- 
tive’ figure, however, with some 


trade observers believing RCA will | 


pitch a set considerably lower in 
price by early 1955). Folsom said 
it would take several years before 
‘prices come down “as they did 
with black & white receivers.” 
RCA, he said, 
same policy of making its inven- 
‘tions available to the industry “as 
iit did in radio broadcasting and 
black & white television.” 

‘Full Speed Ahead’: Sianton 

Dr. Frank’ Stanton, prexy of 
CBS, Inc., declared that with ap- 
proval that ends the long period 
of development, controversy and 
/uncertainty, his compaay along 
| with other segments of the indus- 
| try “can now focus its full energies 
|toward making color television a 
for the American home.’ 
|CBS-Hytron, tube-making division 
of the parent company, has devel- 
|oped a color tube which will be in 
mass production next March. 
(This is the month in which RCA 
says it will start delivery of equip- 
ment for stations, with one or more 
stations in 57 cities having placed 
orders for color apparatus as of 
Dee. 1). First Hytron tube wih 
be a 15-incher, according to state- 
ments of several months ago, but 
, this will be followed quickly by a 
21-incher, which, incidentally, 
meets the bigscreen push indicated 
by Mr. DuMont, 
CBS-Columbia, 
of the head company, has had com- 
pleted prototype of color receivers 
which will be in mass production 
by mid-year, Dr. Stanton reported. 
As with the other majors, CBS’ 
program development is hinged 
largely on the number of sets in 
use, so it’s a case of pushing set 
' production, selling the public on 
nigh-priced color, and easing into 
programming patterns on that 
basis. 

ABC’s ‘Let’s Wait & See’ 

ABC-TV is taking no immediate 
‘steps to begin color broadcasting, 
ABC prez Bob Kintner said. He 
told Variety the web would wait 
until “color is commercially feasi- 
ble” before installing equipment 
,and changing studios over for tint. 
‘He said that on the basis of esti- 
mates of 50,000 sets by the fall of 
54, he didn’t think tint would be 


commercially feasible at that time. | 


As the only network without man- 


ufacturing interests, Kintner said, | 


! ABC would “wait to see how color 


develops” before making steps to. 


convert, 

When the time comes, however, 
ABC will “be right up there with 
ming,’ Kintner said. He added that 
plans have been drawn for color 
conversion and that money had al- 
ready 
| fused to say how much. 


'pliances and electronics of Avco 
\isnufacturing Corp. (and a for 
mer DuMont exec), said the FCC 
has done “a monumental job” in 
getting new TV stations on the 
air and “opening entire new mar- 
ikets to the great benefit of the 
public and the industry.” He as- 
'serted that the full inipact of col- 
orvision will not be rcalized by 
the public for some 
with color programming 
j:antil station and neiwork facilities 
caa be adequitely equipped He 


thought the screen size of ‘most | 


receivers” will be relatively 
Crosley (subsid company) 
plans to market colorsets 
| fall, introducing models’ with 
screens ranging up to 21 inches. 
Company anticipates a large mono- 
chrome market to be maintained 
“for many years... the Commis- 
sioit aciign can only stimulate the 
sale of black & white receivers... 
Which wall always have its place 
in the iredium of television.” 
Dr. W. R. G. Baker, chairman of 
the NTSC and of the TV panel of 
Radio-Electronics-TV Manufactur- 
;ers Assn., said in Washington that 
while the FCC has approved basic 
standards, “it will 
turers of color trans:nitting equip- 
ment and home 
erable time to develop, field test 


ear! 
small. 


and mass produce color equipment | 


. only a trickle of color TV re- 
ceivers will be manufactured dur- 
‘ing 1954 (most believe the num- 


is following the, 


tele set division | 


| ae and CBS in color program- | 


been appropriated, but re-| 


| Leonard F. Cramer, v.p. over ap- | 


‘ime to con.e, | 
limited | 


next | 


take manufac: | 


receivers consid- | 


ee 














;ber will be between 50,000 and 
| 100,000 from all sources) .. . it 
| may be years before quantity pro. 
| duction can be reached.” Dr. Baker 
| Said early sets will be expensive 
| (small screen sets giving a 12)». 
‘inch picture’ will. cost about 
| $1,000). 

While FCC was strumming on 
the spectrum, J. L. Van Volken- 
burg, prexy of CBS Television, was 
|appearing in Minneapolis to deliver 
ithe commencement address at VU. 
of Minnesota. He spoke largely of 
currentele, but coincidentally 
, wound up his speech with a color 
motif: “It will be an invaluable 
| teaching aid, for it will bring vivid. 
ness, naturalness and animation to 
all its subjects. In color televi- 
|sion, as in black & white, our 
| primary goal will continue to be to 
‘win and hold audience attention, 
—_ then to present programs of 
|increasifg cultural value, antici. 
| pating rising standards of taste.. It 
jis in this way, we believe, that 
itelevision will contribute most to 
| general education, and that edu- 
cation will bring still greater 
strength and meaning to American 
democracy.” 
| With retail Xmas business on 
/monochrome sets “‘shot to pieces” 
| but accompanied by several an- 
;nouncements of drastic price re- 
|ductions, the FCC’s pre-Yule okay 
'on color put every manufacturer 
|in the position of making a peak 
| pitch on his b&w inventory. There 
'/ Was no statement from anyone on 
ithe immediate status of mono- 
|chrome set production. 


Lotsa Chi Gab 
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| Engle works a daily five-minute 
/ news wrapup bankrolled by John- 
'son Wax. 
| With Clifton Utley recuperating 
‘from a lengthy illness, Alex Dreier 
is carrying the NBC banner alone 
these days with a brace of shows. 
His longtime eariy morning news- 
| cast for Skelly Oil continues on a 
|; midwest regional hookup and his 
| newly-launched evening quarter- 
, hour for International Harvester 
rides on over 100 NBC stations. 
| Interestingly, CBS which prides 
| itself on its national and interna- 
| tional correspondent setup has no 
| Chi representative, nor does it call 
,on any of the WBBM newsmen. 
| It’s the only AM network without 
| a Windy City ‘‘voice.” 


























Eileen BARTON 


Currently Appearing 
SHAMROCK HOTEL 


Houston, Texas 
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Coral Records Dir, MCA 

















USE the Versatile 


MARY LOU 


FORSTER 


The Girl With The Lift — 

in her voice! 
DRAMATIC LEADS 
CHILDREN’S VOICES 
COMEDY CHARACTERS 
DOUBLES (age 2-60) 


COMMERCIALS 
Contact: RADIO REGISTRY, MU 8-6600 





| 








Radio Station WVOM 


is seeking one high type telephone 
salesman who wants the best job of 
its kd. Must be sober and willing 
to settle permanently in Boston. Mar- 
ried man preferred. Do not call 
Write full background to Manager 
WVOM, 790 Commonwealth Avenve 








Boston 15, Massachusetts. 
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Were 
Deeply 
Grateful 


To Each And 


Everyone 


For The 
$990,000 
Pledged 


Edith Adams 


Joey Adams 


Robert Alda 
Alfredo & Lenore 
Steve Allen 
American Broadcasting 
Company 
Robert Kintner 
Robert M. Weitman 
John K. Mitchell 
Ardian Rodner 
Ray Abel 
Charles Holden 
Manny Warshaw 
Alan Pottasch 
Lou Volpicelli 
Bill Dodson 
Paul Burggraf 
Tom DeVito 
John Vince 
Norman Davidson 
Gordon Kunz 
Ralph Norman 
Frank Vangnoni 
Joe Spagnola 
Joe Bush 
DeWard Jones 
Vale Roe 
Program Assistants 
Floor Managers 
Stage Hands 
Graphic Artists 
Engineers 
Musicians 
Guest Relations 
Operations and Music 
Clearance 
Departments 
Wardrobe Women 
Make-up Personnel 
Porters 


On behalf of the tens of thou- 
sands of Cerebral Palsied Chil- 
dren and Adults of the greater 
New York area, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks and apprecia- 
tion to all who helped make the 
19-hour third annual “Celebrity 
Parade for Cerebral Palsy,’ 
Saturday, December 12th-Sun- 
day, December 13th, the success 
that it was. 


Keareart Mbtescane 


President, Americon Broadcasting- 
Paramount Theotres, Inc., & 
United Cerebral Puisy Asseciction 





TALENT COMMITTEE 





HARRY ROMM, HARRY LEVINE, IRVING CHEZAR 


Matrons 
Cameramen 
Office Personnel 
Morey Amsterdam 
Laurie Anders 
Ray Anthony & Orch. 
Toni Arden 
John & Cara Barrymore Jr. 
Harry Belafonte 
Tony Bennett 
Polly Bergen 
Al Bernie 
Yogi Berra 
Isabel Bigley 
Blinko 
Victor Borge 
Connee Boswell 
Bob & Ray 
Bunny Briggs 
Rod Brown & Rocket 
Rangers 
Dr. Ralph Bunche 
Yul Brynner 
Roy Campanella 
Pupi Campo & Orch. 
Maureen Cannon 
Rudy Cardenas 
Steve Carlin 
Barbara Carroll Trio 
Caro! Channing 


_Clarabelle 


Arnold Cohan 

Joe Collins 

Columbia Broadcasting 
System 

Conover Girls 

Jerome Courtland 

Tom Corbett 

Buster Crabbe 

Nancy Craig 

Dagmar 


John Daly 
Denise Darcel 
Mickey Deems 
Gloria DeHaven 
Angela Drake 
Alfred Drake 
Bob Douglas 
DuMont Television 
Network 
The Dunhills 
Ade Duval 
President Eisenhower 
Duke Ellington 
Clifton Fadiman 
Irving Fields Trio 
Fire Dept., N.Y.C. 
Eddie Fisher 
Father Joseph Flynn 
John Forsythe 
Arlene Francis 
Helene Francois 
Betty Furness 
Sunny Gale 
Virginia Graham 
Clifford Guest 
Juanita Hall 
Jane Harvey 
Don Hastings 


Erskine Hawkins & Orch. 


Margaret Hayes 

Ed Herlihy 

Gene Hermanski 
Eddie Heywood Trio 
Harry Hershfield 
Warren Hull 

Sandy Howard 

Hal Jackson 

Ilinois Jacquet & Orch. 
Burl Ives 

Dennis James 
George Jessel 


Jolly Gene & Fun Machine 

Candy Jones 

Betty & Jane Kean 

Al Kelly 

Nick Kenny 

Alen King 

Ernie Kovacs 

S. L. Leidesdorf & Co. 

Jerry Lester 

Sam Levenson 

Guy Lombardo & Orch. 

Eloise McElhone 

Scott McKay 

Maggi McNellis 

Merry Mailman | 
(Ray Heatherton) 

Eddie Manson 

Joe Marsh & Spindletop 
Restaurant 

Jay Marshall 

Pat Meikle 

James Melton 

Robert Merrill 

Musicians Local 802 

Dickie Moore 

Terry Moore 

William Morris Agency 

Jan Murroy 

Mutual Broadcasting 
System 

National Broadcasting 
Company 

Jimmy Nelson 

Rev. Canon Edward N. 
Nest 

Nita & Pepi 

Russell Nype 

Geraldine Page 

Bert Parks 

Neva Patterson 

Paulette Sisters 


— REFRESHMENTS DONATED BY — 


AAA Chair & Table Rental, A. & P., Adler Milk Company, Arnold Bakeries, B. & G. Foods, Baker Mustard Mills, Beech-Nut Coffee, 
Bond Bread, Borden’s Farm Products, Brass Rail, Capt. Post Pickle Company, Childs Company, The Coca-Cola Company, Consolidated 
Laundries Corporation, Dellwood Dairy Company, Dinty Moore, Domino Sugar of American Sugar Refining Co., Doughtnut Corpora- 
tion of America, Dover Caterers, Dubrow Cafeteria, Duval French Ice Cream, Gallagher's, Gold Medal Farms, Gristede Brothers, Inc., 
Hanson’‘s, Harris Brothers Dairies, Harwyn Club, Hebrew National Kosher Delicatessen, Hickory House, Horn & Hardart, Hotel & 
Club Employees Union Local 6, Howard Johnson, Isbrandtsen, King of the Sea, Knoll Creek Dairy, Lindy’s, Longchamps Restaurant, 
McGinnis Broadway Restaurant, Pepsi-Cola, Nestles, Old Dutch Coffee, Paulmar Transportation Service, Inc., Pillsbury Mills, Inc., 
Red Cross Canteen, Sara Reich Luncheonette, Reuben’s, R.O.T.C., City College of N. Y., Savarin Coffee, Schraffts, Sheffield Farms 
Company, Snow Crop, Stage Delicatessen, Stouffer Corporation, Theatrical Scenic & Property Studios, Tip Toe Inn, Trader Tom Steak 
House, United Pickle Company, Waiters Union Local 


Meat Company. 


Alvin Geiler, Lenny Ditson, Lou Leslie, Marty Baum, Helen Kaufman, Jerry Rosen, John Greenhut, Joe Sully, Mae Gale, Tim Gale 


Margaret Phillips 
Jane Pickens 
Police Dept., N.Y.C. 
Lloyd Reiss 

Renald & Rudy 
Elise Rhodes 

Maria Riva 


- Phil Rizzuto 


Jackie Robinson 

Tito Rodriguez & Orch. 

Rootie Kazcotie 

Todd Russell 

Hazel Scott 

Rabbi David J. Seligson 

George Sheck 

Herb Sheldon 

Bobby Shields 

Herb Shriner 

Bill Silbert 

Sloan Simpson 

Menasha Skulnik 

Star Time 

Ed Sullivan 

John Cameron Swayze 

Maria Tallichief 

Tele-Q 

Three Holidays 

Tien Tsi Lius 

Paul Valentine 

Serah Vaughan 

Gwen Verdon 

Capt. Video (Al Hodge) 

Romo Vincent 

Bob Wagner 

Mayor-Elect Robert 
Wagner 

Eleanore Warner 

David Wayne 

Jack Whiting 

Richard Whorf 

Irene Wicker 

Jane Wyatt 


+16 of AFL, Ward Baking Company, Yorkville Paper Company, Zion Kosher 


We hope we have thanked everybody. If any names were omitted, we are very sorry. Please forgive us. 
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| Jocks, 


Rosemary Clooney-Jose Ferrer: 
“Man’’-“‘Woman” (Columbia). Re- 
cently-wedded duo may not de- 
velop into a click Mr. & Mrs. team 
on wax, like Les Paul & Mary 
Ford, but their initial coupling 
adds up to a cute disk with definite 
commercial potential. Rosemary 
Clooney hands the rib to the males 
on “Man” with actor Jose Ferrer 
switehing roles on the reverse with 





surprisingly good pipes. Lyrics are | 


clever without being sophisticated 
and the melody line is catching. 


Melachrino Strings: ‘Mystery 
Street’ - “Theme From _ Eight 
o’'Clock Walk” (Victor). George 


Melachrino’s British string orch 
has built a wide U. S. audience 
with his t: asteful arrangements and 
rich settings. “Mystery Street” is 








a strong instrumental with an in-| 


teresting theme that could catch 
on Flip is a more conventional 
number lushly packaged = with 
piano and strings. 

Broc Peters: “The Wonder of 


Wonderful You'-"You Made Me} 
Love You” (Columbia) One ot 
Columbia’s more recent additions, 
Broe Peters, impresses as a comer 


in the wax market. He has a rich 
baritone 
note in savvy pop style. On “Won- 
derful You.” he registers solidly 
with a slow dramatic treatment of 
a fine ballad. Peters is less effec- 
tive with his somewhat 
rhythm attack on the flip oldie. 
Eileen Barton: “Away Up 


_ — a 


and knows how to twist a} 


Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 





on this standard, A solid rhythm 
combo backs up. 

Danny Davis: ‘‘Tell Me What 
Happened”-“Just A-Wearying For 
You” (M-G-M). Danny Davis has 
an appealing voice that cuts across 
both the pop and folk fields. He 
registers with a simple, sincere 
rendition of some good sides. ‘Tell 
Me What Happened” is in the 
“Tennessee Waltz’ genre while 
flip is another appealing z ballad. 

Dinah Washington: “My Man’s 
An Undertaker’ 
Gone And Went” (Mercury). The 
rhythm & blues field has its own 
jargon and sometimes it can get 
on the gruesome side. The follow- 
up line to “My Man’s An Under- 
taker” is that “he’s got a coffin 
just your size.” Dinah Washington 
belts it out with humor. Reverse 
is a bright calypso entry. 


Album Reviews 


Echoes of Italy (Vox). 
some “Echoes. of 
“Echoes of Vienna” albums with 
this collection of old and new 
Italian melodies, in pop and classic 
vein, expertly and = ingratiatingly 
played. Rhythm accomp adds to 
the appeal. 

Sweet Love Songs (Murray). 
Gotham lyric tenor Frank O. Mur- 


|ray, of Irish background but with 


heavy | 


i 


an Italian bel canto style, shows 


}a pleasant voice of even quality 


and good range in a conventional 





Best Bet 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY-JOSE FERRER ......... MAN-WOMAN 


(Coimrnidta } 








There’-“Don't Ask Me Why” 
(Coral “Away Up There” is one 
of those bright happy numbers 
Etleen Bar- 


ton’s previous “Bake a Cake” 
smash. Whether this tune can re- 
rzat is problematic, since the lyric 


goes practicaliy nowhere even for 
a novelty. Miss Barton hits on the 
ballad. “Don’t Ask Me Why.” and 


this side could take the major 
share of the spins 
Stanley Black Orch: “Starlight 


Serenade -"From Here to Eter- 
nity” ‘London Stanley Black is 
another’ British maestro who 
churns out consistently superior 
pop Sides under the London label. 
In “Starlight Serenade.” Black's 
orch has a lovely melody to fur- 
bish with strings and keyboard. 
The theme from the Columbia Pie- 
tures film. “From Here to Eter- 
nity.” likewise gets a topnotch 
treatment. 

Jerry Gray Orch: “The Creep”- 
*“Oomp - Chuck” Decca “The 
Creep.” the British dance craze 
importation, has garnered a stack 
of wax sides in this side and now 
Jerry Gray comes up with a vocal 
arrangement that will give some 
impetus to the number. Linda Lee 
handles the lyric in okay style. 
Ralph Marterie has another ex- 
cellent instrumental slice for Mer- 
eury. as does Art Mooney for 
M-G-M Records On the Decca 
reverse. Gray has a lightiy swing- 
Ing instrumental dance side. 

The Modernaires: “Salute to 
Glenn Miller’ (Coral This disk 
comprises a medley of tunes asso- 
ciated with the late Glenn Miller 
and plaved in the latter’s Univer- 
sal biopic. It’s a breezy potpourri 
of some nine tunes from “I've Got 
a Gal in Kalamazoo” to “String of 
Pearls,” belted across by a slick 
choral combo that was launched 
inside the Miller organization. 

Barbara Ruick: “That's What a 
Rainy Day Is For’-“Tick Tock 
Boogie” (M-G-M “Rainy Day.” a 
clever ditty from the Metro pic, 
“Easy to Love.” shapes up as prom- 
ising material for Barbara Ruick. 
a good songstress who is still wait- 
ing for the big breakthrough. This 
is a light tune whicn shoe projects 
with the right touch. Flip. is an 
okay boogie-styled item with mild 
prospects. 

Louis Prima: “Take a_ Little 
Walk Around the’ Block’’-“Oh 
Goomadi” (Equity Louts Pringa, 
now on an indie label. has a couple 
of typic: al rhythm no-velties on this 
disk. “Walk” is the more likely 
entry although that opening dialog 
Slows it down. Flip is an Italo- 


flavored tune also in familiar 
Prima groove, 
Dinah Kaye: “Ain't That A 


Grand And Glorious Feeling’-‘‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart” (London). 
Dinah Kaye is a jazzy stylist who 
really swings on these sides. Her 
vocal of “Glorious 
bounce and her workover of the 
flip oldie is likewise a neat job 
although far from the top version 


Feeling” has | 


set of sentimental bailads of his 
own composing. Eight songs here 
are too similar in vein and style. 

“Kismet” (Cciumpia; $5.45). 
Original-cast album of the new 
Broadway operetta, starring Alfred 
Drake and featuring Doretta Mor- 
row, Richard Kiley, Henry Calvin 
and Joan Diener. is lush listening 
without the handicap of the stage 
production's ponderous book. Alex- 
ander Borodin’s music, as adapted 
and supplied with spotty !yrics by 
Robert Wright and George For- 
rest, wears well on multiple hear- 
ing, with haunting hits in “Sands 
oi Time” “Baubles. Bangles and 


; Beads” and “Stranger in Paradise.” 


(sings what on 


g Poooeeeees a rao SHSSSSSHSSHSSCSSHSOOOSD 


and at least passable tunes in 
“Rhymes Have I,” “Not Since 
Nineveh.” “Night of My Nights” 


and “This Is My Beioved.” 


There are some unfortunate num- 
bers. such as the ghoulish , Ges- 
ticulate” and “Was I a Wazir?” the 
arrangement of the latter pa 
comingly suggestive of 
Footbal!,”’ from “Wonderful Town.” 
Some cf fhe other songs don’t 
escape the dullness of the original 
compositions. As in the legit show, 
Drake and Miss Morrow are ideal 
choices as principal leads. And as 
in ail Columbia show albums, the 
info on the jacketis shockingly in- 
adequate. Why can’t Col and RCA- 
Victoc include a clear list of who 


velopes? Hobe. 





-“Since My Man} 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
121ist Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 





Pianist | 
George Fever adds to his flavor- | 
Paris” and} 


| $5.49). 


“Pass That | 


their album en-j Vladimir 


Exclusively for Coral Kecords 
JOLY'S THEME 
Backed by 


CONEY ISLAND 





Longhair Disk Reviews 











Beethoven: 
(RCA Victor; 
reading of 


$5.95). Rich, stately 
the Eroica by the 


Vienna Philharmonic under Fur- | 


twangler. Excellent job. 
Adam: Giselle (London; $5.95). 


‘Show Biz’'—An Affectionate Salute 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Until a few years back it was almost a proverb of the book 
publishing trade that any volume dealing with show people or 


new business would not sell over 5,000 copies. 


Since then a num- 


ber of books have done well—item Tallulah Bankhead, Ethel 


Waters, et al. 


Then came “Show Biz (Vaude To Video),” 


that has 


sold into its eighth edition in hard cover and is still selling briskly 


in softcover. 


Now comes an unprecedented release from RCA 


Victor, a $5.72 longplaying album (clocked at 561% minutes), which 


translates ‘‘Show Biz” 


trade that’s memorable. 
It took nearly two years to put 


into phonographese and gives every advance 
indication of hitting 100,000 copies, or better. 


And in the album 


the album together. The Hercules 


who did it is Steven R. Carlin, head of Victor’s kid album section 
but before that a radio script editor, radio program producer, and 


radio-video official of various advertising agencies. 
“Show Biz” 
forms of entertainment in a changing world. 


all that background. 


Carlin needed 
is a 50-year gamut of changing 
It is nostalgia in 


terms of music, personality, mood and theatrical anecdota. 


The production problem was 
entertainment; 


to pack information in with the 


flavor of the past in with a lively modern tempo 


acceptable to the restless moderns expected to pony up the fin 
plus. For his overall showmanship format Carlin relied on three 


basic values: (1) the related-to-history-himself narrator, 


George 


Jessel; (2) the original score of Norman Leyden which rode through 
and under everything holding the many-gaited cavalcade to a tout 


ensemble effect; and (3) variety 


in technical treatment. Producer 


Carlin assured fast pace and change of pace, both, by varying the 
attack. Songs started and faded under the narrator, then there 





| 
| 


Symphony Ne. 3, 


| 
| 


| 


Ingratiating performance by the | 


Paris Opera Orch under Richard | 


Blareau of the sentimental, roman- | 
tic but sturdy and durable ballet | 


score. 
Brahms: 


Variations on Themes | 


of Paganini and Handel (Capitol; | 


Sascha Gorodnitzki, a gifted 
performer, shows off his vigorous 
pianism in these two sets of varia- 
tions, differently-styled but both 
equally demanding. 

Maria Cebotari (Urania; 


$5.95). | 


The late soprano shows a superior | 


lyric voice and style in two familiar 
excerpts each from “Boheme” and 
“Butterfly.” Singing ‘also orches- 


tral tempo) is a little slow-paced, | 
but still very effective and appeal- | 


ing. Good 


support from _ tenors | 


Peter Anders and Helge Roswange, | 


and Radio Berlin symph. Nice disk. 
Verdi: 


| 


Aida (Entre; 3 LP; $10.55). | 


Col’s pop label offers a serviceable , 
version of the w.k. opera by Ital- | 


ian artists. 
bardi is a_ good, 
though sometimes shrill: 
Lindi is a slightly metallic tenor. 


Giannina Arangi- Lom- | 
solid soprano, | 
Arold) | 


Other disks of interest—Two fine | 


recordings of Faure’s Requiem, the 
| Angel version by Saint Eustache 
Chanteurs being dignified and 
'devotional, Capitol offering the 
Roger Wagner Chorale is a fresh- 
voiced, warm, resonant version 
equally 
tion of Schumann’s Davidsbundler 


affecting; charming rendi- | 


were half choruses, full choruses, hunks of gab, song stylists sand- 
wiching monologists, and the like. 

The two-year chore is apparent to anyone familiar with the 
anguish incident to copyright clearances of musical numbers on 
the one hand and the contractual commitments of certain artists 


eon the other. 
were not available to the Victor 


but virtually everything else in the hour is authentic. 


Blossom Seeley and Carmen Miranda, for example, 


label and had to be ‘simulated’— 
A real off- 


beat historic bit is Enrico Caruso singing a song he wrote with, 


of all people, Earl Carroll! 
In ths Victor album, as in the 


by Abel Green, editor of VARIETY, 


original Henry Holt book written 
and Joe Laurie Jr., historian 


of vaudeville and most-called name on the Lambs Club loud- 
speaker, there was the sheer unavoidable problem of what to omit 
for reasons of space and time. There are about 60 greats of oldtime 


and presentday showbiz in the album. 


(curtain speech); 


Melody’”’). 


Included: George M. Cohan 


Will Rogers (‘what the orange stands of this 
country need are more oranges’); 


Charles King (‘Broadway 


Included: Sir Harry Lauder, Fanny Brice, Nora Bayes 


& Jack Norworth, Paul Whiteman, Eddie Cantor, Sophie Tucker, 
Helen Kane, Gene Austin, Gershwin, Jimmy Durante, Smith & 
Dale, Cab Calloway, Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, Joe Penner, 


et al. 
Ezio Pinza, Perry Como, Danny 
Fisher. 


Included, in the final fourth, “‘From TV to 3-D”: Hildegarde, 


Kaye and, hot-off-the grill, Eddie 


VARIETY is justified in drawing from the unmistakable omens of 
popular appeal in this album the conclusion that a world sick to 
nausea of A-Bombs and H-Bombs and constant brainwashings is 
very much smitten with backward glances tied in with happily- 


remembered other days. 


Actually this 


“Show Biz” album is break- 


ing loose ahead of its original promotion which was set for January. 
When Skitch Henderson on NBC and Art Ford on WNEW jumped 
the gun (‘as did another disk jockey in Cleveland) the album started 
to move in a way which is distinctly unusual (10,000 album sales 


in New York, so far). 


America in transition, immediately evinced 


a spontaneous interest in its own musical-theatrical antecedents. 
Incidentally, this reviewer suggests the album will be taken as 
what it is—an affectionate salute to the whole entertainment world 


—a crazy-mixed-up mess though 
columns of our family journal. 


it often seems when you read the 








M-G-M Sets Promotion 
For 15 EP Packages 


M-G-M Records will focus its | 


‘promotional guns after the first of 


Dances, romantic. lvric and senti- | 


mental, by Walter Gieseking (Ura- 
nia); straightforward choice per- 


formance of Tchaikovsky’s Aurora's | 


Wedding by Leopold Stokowski and 
his orch (RCA Victor); competent, 
dramatic readings of the familiar 
Tchaikovsky’s Romeo & Juliet and 
Francesca da Rimini tone-poems by 


Louis Symphony. Bron. 


Golschmann and_ “St. 


the year on 15 extended play pack- 
ages. Several of the diskery’s 
bestselling sountrack and kiddie 
albums will get the EP treatment 
for the first time with this release. 

The soundtrack filmusicals 
skedded to hit the market are 
“Faster Parade” and “Good News.” 


M-G-M will begin shipment the' 


first week in January. 
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_ VARIETY 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


OH, MEIN PAPA 
STRANGER IN PARADISE 
SANTA BABY 

WELVET GLOVE ..... 6 0siacs 
STRANGER IN PARADISE 
EH CUMPARI 

HEART OF MY HEART 


OH! 
YOU ALONE 
AVE MARIA 


STORY OF THREE LOVES 


1. RAGS TO RICHES (10) .. 
> mICOCHET O10) ...%.. ix 
3. THAT’S AMORE (5) ..... 
4. OH, MY PAPA (2) ....... 
> YOU, YOU, YOU (24) .... 
6. EBS TIDE (5) 

7. CHANGING PARTNERS» (5) 
8. MANY TIMES (10) : 
9. BABY, BABY, BABY (3) . 
19. WOMAN (1) 


YOU'RE FOOLING SOMEONE 
SHE WAS FIVE AND HE WAS TEN .... 


cRaS 2296466 56.066 6.6 98.665 004556445 0 
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coos er eee ee ee eres ee eeeseeeeeessresn 


CPO nos CACO DECREE E DOD O44 CBO SOR Oe 0.66 
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CCEGRHGO RO CREWE SB AARC CODE BO BOA GOS 


CBE 2CORTD 6 O62 SOR KEECO 28 94 CO 2 e eee 
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Tony Bennett 


4444444444444 


. Columbia 3 


Teresa Brewer ..ccccee:: Coral 
Dean Martin ..ccccescas Capitol 
Bddie Fisher? ..<cssceses Vic tor 


Ames Bros. 
Frank Chacksfield 


t 

a 
PS a Mercury 
Eddie Fisher ...... , . Victor 
Teresa Brewer ..00seee<< Coral 
Johnny Desmond ........ Coral 
Eddie Calvert ...cccccee: Essex 


London 


POUP OOS. ci wsk eee 00nd ke Decca 
Bartha Kitt ...0.. , . Victor 
Winterhalter-Rene ....... Victor 
Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
Jtultiie LGROSA . osescs ss Cadence 
Four Aces ss acala cate .Decca 
Joni James aeinth ace ata _M-G-M 
Pee Wee Hunt .......... Capitol 
PONY COMO: 6 visseaiee ac Victor 
Etberace ....> paleo eas Columoia 
POE FAONEG oe ovina ihn M-G-M 
Judy Valentine ........... Epic 
R. Hayman-J. Murad ...Mercury 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top i0} 


‘VICTOR GOING LITERATI 
AGAIN WITH ‘THINKING’ 


RCA Victor, which has released 
its album on the book, “Show Biz,” 
has again turned to the literary 
bestsellers for a wax package. 
Company is currently prepping a 
set of Norman Vincent Peale's 
“The Power of Positive Thinking,” 
spoken by the author, who also 
conducts a religious video show. 

Interest in Peale’s religioso wax- 
ing has cued Newsweek mag to de- 
, vote a cover «picture to him in an 
| upcoming issue. 





: | Pit Burley Maestro 


- 
| Out in Auto Crackup 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 

Casino, local burlesque house 
unshuttering Christmas night after 
a_ three-week pre-holiday = shut- 
down, may have to reopen without 
ils regular house bandleader, How- 
dy Baum, who was seriously in- 
jured in an auto crackup last week. 
| Baum’s in the St. Francis Hospital 
with a jaw broken in two places 
and body injuries. Musician also 
| lost 12 teeth. 

Baum has been jobbing around 
during the Casino shutdown and 
| accident occurred éarly Friday 
|morning (18) when he was driving 
|; home from a booking at the Pitts- 
'burgh Athletic Assn. He had just 
| dropped his-trympet player, Clyde 
‘Bellin, off at latter’s home when 
| his car crashed into a dimly-lit 
safety pole. Auto was demolished. 





Al Crowder’s Op OK 


Mason City, Ia., Dec. 22. 
Al Crowder, KGLO deejay, run- 
ning his show while in the local 
Park Hospital where he underwent 
surgery, 
Doing 





okay but continuing 
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~ MPPA’s Resolution and ‘Variety’ 


Walter G. Douglas, chairman 


of the board of the Musie Pub- 


lishers’ Protective Assn., has forwarded to this paper the follow- 


ing resolution: 


“Whereas, the trade paper, VaRIETY, in its Nov. 4, 1953 issue has 
ublished an editorial under the title “Time For a Change,” in 
‘chich it makes known its sympathy for the cause of the authors, 
composers and publishers of music in their efforts to secure the 
elimination from the Copyright Law of the exemption given 
therein to coin-operated machines and its support of legislation 
calculated to effect the elimination of such exemption and 
“Whereas, this is the first time any industry trade paper has 
openly supported the position of the authors, composers and pub- 
jishers of music on this issue involving the coin-operated machine, 


now, therefore, be it. 


“Resolved, that the Board of Directors of this Association take 
official recognition of such action by VARIETY and express to VarI- 
pry the appreciation of the Association and its members for the 
publication of the aforementioned editorial, and at the same time 


offer the commendation of the 


Association and its members to 


VariETY for the obvious sincerity of its motives and the manner in 

which its position has been expressed, and be it further 
“Resolved, that the Chairman of the Board be directed to forward 

a copy of this resolution to each member of the Association and to 


the editor of VARIETY.” 








Cap Revamping Sales, Distrib Setup 
Nationally Due to Biz Upsurge 


In a move to strengthen its dis-¢ 


tributing operations to meet the 
steady biz upsurge, Capitol Records 
is revamping its sales and dis- 
tribution setup around the coun- 
trv. Under the new_ program, 
which goes into effect Jan. 1, the 
supervision and business adminis- 
tration of Cap’s distributing 
branches will be set up under one 
management group, while the na- 
tional sales and promotion activi- 
ties which involve independent 
distribs as well as branches wilt be 
under another management group. 

Under the new org iizational 
structure, William H. Fowler, Cap 
veepee, will continue as‘acting gen- 
eral manager of Capitol Records 
Distributing Corp., supervising and 
coordinating the branch adminis- 
tration operations as well as the 
sales and promotion functions. 
CRDC is a subsid of Capitol Rec- 
ords. General management of the 
branch administration operations 
will be handled by Fowler with 
the assistance of Willis Wardlow 
and Clynton Elrod, who'll handle 
the field service of the CRDC 
branches. 

Branch Division 

Hal Cook, Cap veepee, will head 
up the management of the national 
sales and promotional activities. 
He'll be assisted by Dick Linke, 
who's been upped from eastern 
publicity manager to national pro- 
motion manager; John Coveney, 
classical promotion manager; 
James Chapin, kidisk promotion 
manager; Gene Weiss, country and 
hillbiliy promotion manager, and 
Al Levine, syndicate stores sales 
manager. 

CRDC's 23 distribution branches 
will be divided into five geographi- 

(Continued on page 46) 


ABELES, OLMAN BACK 
FROM FELDMAN STINT 


Abe Olman, general manager of 
the Big Three ‘Robbins, Feist & 
Miller), and 
torney, Julian T. Abeles (& Bern- 





stein), returned to the U. S. Mon- ! 


day (21) after wrapping up a deal 
In which Robbins Musie, Ltd., the 
Big Three's British affiliate, took 
over B 
ts three associate companies. 
Robbins Musie, Ltd., is jointly 
Owned by Robbins Music in N. Y. 
and Francis, Day & Hunter of 
England. 

Abeles had been in Europe for 
two months working out the deal 
and Olman went over 10 days ago. 


Bernstein Reelected 


To MPPA Presidency 


Bernstein, Shapiro-Bern- 
‘'ein Musie topper, was reelected 
prexy of the Musie Publishers Pro- 
lective Assn. at last week’s board 
meeting, along with the other in- 
cumbent officers. Slate includes 
sack Mills, vice-prexy; Abe Olman, 
easurer, and Jack Bregman, sec- 





Louis 


retary, 


: Walter Douglas 
MPPA chairman. 





_ Victor Pacts Kaye Trio 


T 
RCA Vt? Kaye Trie has joined 
“ ictor under a term pact. 
.. bo formerly sliced for Cap- 
itol Records, y sliced for Cap 


Metro-20th-Fox | at- ! 


Feldman & Co., Ltd., and ! 


continues as ° . P 
| Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 
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Bishop’s Impact 

Selling power of a well- 
timed video plug is spotlight- 
ed by the impact of Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen’s praise for 
the tune, “Are My Ears On 
Straight?” on his recent Du- 
Mont TV show, Bishop Sheen 
praised the tune as an expres- 
sion of a child's imagination.. 

The following day, Colum- 
bia Records reported 15,000 
calls for the side, which was 
etched by nine-year-old Gayla 
Peevey. 


_b— a 








Satchmo Socko 
Over in Tokyo 


Tokyo, Dec. 15. 

Louis ‘Satchmo) Armstrong 
;came to Tokyo last week and 
opened a three-week Japan tour 
with three shows at the Ernie Pyle 
' Theatre, which rocked the packed 
'2,600-seat house with 90 minutes 
| of pure jazz which had not a drop 
(of bop in it. Satchmo and his 
|four sidemen, plus Velma Middle- 
| ton, vocalist, are sponsored here by 
| Toho Enterprises. They did the 
| Pyle shows to UN troops, for the 
‘benefit of the local 
' drive, with ducats going at $1.10. 

| Ignoring the “go-go-go. man!” 
| members of the audience, Satchmo 
| Stuck to Dixieland and swing from 
the early days of jazz, through the 
“Golden Age” of the ‘36s, to inim- 
|itable interpretations of current 
| ballads. Thunderous applause after 
| (Continued on page 46) 
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Scout fund | 


Draddy Promotion Head 
For Columbia Records 


James J. Draddy, formerly New 
|England district manager for Co- 
jlumbia Records, has been named 
director of promotion for the dis':- 
ery. Draddy will concentrate on 
| Syndicate and department store 
sales. 

| Col’s promotional spot has been 
| open for some months, with duties 
| handled by various sales and mer- 
chandising execs. 


Pubs Huddle In 
Gotham on Sheet 
Muste Problems 


| Sheet jobber John Bell held a 
confab with music publishers last 
week (17) in N.Y. on problems of 











50 firms, was exploratory rather 
than decisive. 

Bell, who operates the Southern 
Musie Co., San Antonio, told the 


j 


peddling sheet music in the US. |} 


Unique Victor, Colgate Tiein on Halo 





| 
| 


| 


Meet, which attended by more than | 


| pubs that some unified action has ' 


|to be taken to combat the slump 
in pop sheet music. Emphasizing 
that current hit tunes seldom have 
a sheet sale of more than 200.000 
copies, Bell stressed the point that 


the public has to be made more! 


sheet conscious. 


According to Bell, the jobbers’ 
| biggest problem is how to get the 
| margin of profits on sheet copies 
up. He stressed that jobbers are 
burdened with overhead costs that 
aren't in proportion to the volume 
of biz. Current mailing rates were 
also brought into the discussion for 
future remedying. 

Another beef was that too many 
titles are being listed in the job- 
| ber bulletins. This holds true es- 
pecially in the show tune and 
filmusical field. The complete 
score from the legituner pic mu- 
sical is generally listed when there 
are only one or two songs that 
| cen be marketed in the pop field. 


Although no definite plan of ac- 
tion was decided upon at the con- 
clave, Bell plans to keep the firms 
represented posted on jobber prob- 
lems and suggestions on how to 
| promote sheet music. 


Kaye, Orch Take Break 
After Two-Month Tour 


Sammy Kaye. who has been in 
Cleveland visiting his sisters. re- 
turned Sunday (20). and will take 
off for Pinehurst today ‘(Wed.) to 
spend Christmas there. Then he 
goes to Florida for a two-week rest. 

Kaye's orchestra recently fin- 
ished a two-month tour of the mid- 
west and south, and is now on vaca- 
ition until mid-January. 








In $3,000,000 Disk Jock Campaign 


Bigger Little Dog 

Little dog on RCA Victor’s 
disk and phono trademark will 
be barking louder next year. 
Under its 1954 merchandising 
program, company execs are 
planning to give the dog a 
more prominent spotting on 
its disk releases to highlight 
the Victor identification. 

In recent vears, the dog has 
been reduced to almost insig- 
nificant size in the U. S. but 
retained his importance on 
the disk releases by Victor's 
British affiliate, His Master's 
Voice ‘(HMV). 


ATPAM Moving 
Into Music Biz 


The Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers is planning to 
move into the music biz. Union, 
which has steadily been expanding 
from its legit field base into pix. 
concerts, etc.. is eveing dance orch 
managers and advance men as 
ATPAM members. 

Although the orchs haven't been 
approached officially. they've got- 
ten wind of the ATPAM scheme 
and are gearing to battle the in- 
vasion. Orchsters claim that the 
declining biz has made it tough 
enough to keep their heads above 
water, without having the union 
hike their overhead costs. 

Also on the ATPAM('s agenda is 
a movein on the symphonic orch 
field. First up is the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

General decline of legit activity 
has directed ATPAM(’s roving eve 
to the music field. Union officers 
feel that organization of the music 
field will open up new avenues of 
employment. 


RAY TO ROAM CHILE 
CIRCUIT NEXT SPRING 


Johnnie Ray will hit the chile 
circuit next spring when he takes 
off on a four-week trek through 
South America. Ray has lined up 
a series of dates in niteries. the- 
atres and TV in Argentina, Brazil 
and Uruguay. Tour, which is Ray's 
first south-of-the-border, will be- 
gin in April. 

Ray also is prepping a European 
trek in the summer. He wound up 
an engagement at La Vie En Rose, 
N. Y., last night ‘Tues.). 














George Haddad, concert pianist 
and instructor in Ohio State U's 
school of music, will sail Dec. 30 
for a three-month tour of Europe 
as winner of the Prix du Canada 
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For the past several months, 
RCA Victor disks have been get- 
ting an unprecedented plugging 


| push on the kilocycles as a result 


of the diskery’s promotional tiein 
with Colgate’s Halo Shampoo prod- 
uct. Colgate, through its ad agency, 
Sherman & Marquette, has been 
picking up a $3,000,000 tab for a 


| saturation disk jockey and nation- 


ally syndicated comic section cam- 
paign to pitch for its shampoo and, 
at the same time, Victor disks. It’s 


' understood that other diskers have 


; slicing of 


been trying to move in on this 
tiein but thus far have not been 
successful. 

Under the unique deal, Halo has 
been buying a schedule of from 
five to 38 jingle spots weekly, 
depending on the size of market, 
on 178.top deejay shows around 
the country. In return for a cuffo 
the jingles by Victor 
artists, Halo is specifying that an 
RCA Victor disk be played to ac- 
comp the jingle. 

Readymade Exploitation 

This setup has given Victor and 
its distribs, both of which decide 
which disks are to be plugged, a 
readymade. surefire exploitation 
channel. Victor, incidentally, has 
not selected the disk jockeys for 
the campaign. The jocks were se- 
lected by the Halo agency on the 
basis of the deejays’ audiences and 
teenage influence. Victor is taking 
bows for getting Colgate to spend 
over $1.000.000 for the jockey cam- 
paign. 

The deal guarantees Victor the 
playing of new disks to accémpany 
the spots and. at the same time, 
is accruing sidebar gains in get- 
ting these disks to the attention of 
the jocks for regular programming 
on other segments. In cases where 
Station policy prevented a tein 
of the commercial jingle and rec- 
ords, Halo has bought full 15-min- 
ute segments so that they could 
determine which records were to 
be plzyed. In the great majority 
of cases, however, the jockeys and 
the stations are cooperating with 
the tiein of the jingle and the plug 
Gisk. 

While the Victor artists have 
been doing the radio jingles gratis 
for Halo, they have been cashing 
in on the shampoo's videofilm spots 
assigned tc them with fees ranging 
around $1,000. In addition, of 
course, they are getting the ad- 
Vantage of the powerful disk 
jockey exploitation. 

Halo is also giving the artists a 
buildup via spreads in the leading 
comic sections. It's estimated that 
this campaign is also costing the 
company well over $1,000,000. 

Deal was worked out by Victor's 
pop promotion manager, Bernie 
Miller, with the diskery’s top eche- 
lon execs, Manie Sacks, Larry Kan- 
aga and Bill Alexander. finalizing 
the cooperative tiein with Halo. 


DECCA, CORAL JOIN IN 
‘MILLER’ PIC PROMOTION 


Decca Records and its subsid, 
Coral Records, are joining in the 
promotion for the Universal-Inter- 
national pic, “The Glenn Miller 
Story.” with a full roundrobin of 
sides based on the film. Decca has 
a majority stock interest in Uni- 





versal with Milton R. Rackmil 
serving as prexy of both compa- 
nies, 


In addition to the soundtrack al- 
bum, Decea is issuing a Jerry Gray 
set with the title “Salute To Glenn 
Miller,” while Coral is packaging 
a similar album by the Modern- 
aires, vocal combo which is fea- 
tured in the production. “The Love 
Theme,” a theme from the picture, 
has been cut by Victor Young for 
Decea and by Sidney Torch, a Brit- 
ish orch leader, for Coral 

Decca and Universal are work- 
ing closely together on the promo- 
tion drive, with special display ma- 
terial designed for both disk re- 
tailers and theatres. 


Col Gets Cap’s Becker For 
A&R Assist ‘on Coast 


Gene Becker, 
artists & repertoire ( 
the Coast, is moving over to Co- 
lumbia Records in a similar post. 

It’s understood that hell cut 
with Col’s polka bands and other 
specialized combos, 
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Eddie Cantor in Multi-Disk Label 
Spread Since His 1917 Wax Bow 


Mary,” written by Van & Schenk, 
which Cantor sang for Emerson. 
Capitol Records’ release of the Other characteristic 1919-20 Can- 
soundtrack set from the Warner | tor titles were Irving Berlin’s “I've 
Bros. musifilm, “The Eddie Cantor | Got My Captain Working for Me 
Story,” points up fact that the) Now,” “Come On and Play Wiz 
veteran performer has set some-/ 'Me, My Sweet Babee,” “Don't 
thing of a record for being a jump- | Put a Tax On the Beautiful Girls,” 
ing jack in his recording work. “You Don't Need the Wine to Have 
Few are the standard disk hatch- a Wonderful Time” “Give Me the 
eries that vet comic hasn't toiled, Sultan’s Harem,” “When It Comes 
for since his initial platters came;|to Loving the Girls I'm Away 
out 36 years ago. Ahead of the Times,” and “I Never 
Cantor waxing career got its Knew (I Could Love Anybody 
first impetus in 1917, when Vic- Like I'm Loving You.”) 
tor issued a coupling of “That's the By 1922 he had switched af-| 


By JIM WALSH 





Kind of a Baby for Me,” cleffed by | filiations to Columbia, for which | 
Alfred C. Harriman and J.C. Egan,/ he sang such ditties as “Eddie | 
and “The Modern  Maiden's; (Steady), “Oh Gee! Oh Gosh! | 
Prayer” (Ballard Macdonald and Oh Golly, I'm in Love,” “How Ya} 
James F. Hanley). Gonna Keep Your Mind on Danc- | 
Canter’s singing style one the ing’” “Joe Is Here,” “I'm Hungry 
1917 waxing was just about the for Beautiful Girls,” “I Love Me, 


“Oh! Is She Dumb?” “Ritzi Mitzi” 
and “Sophie (I Go So Far With 
Sophie and Sophie Goes So Far 
With Me.” “Sophie” presumably | 
wasn’t Soph Tucker, but the title | 
sounds like something that might! 
well have been included in her re- 
peztoire. 
With Columbia in 1925 
Cantor’s Columbia affiliation, 


same as it is today and the songs 
might easily be current pops. 
Com? also recorded the same two 
numbers for the  hill-and-dale 
Aeolian-Vocalion catalog, but since 
A’V’s made before 1920 didn't) 
play on ordinary phonos of the 
Victrola and Columbia Grafanola 
type, sale of the platters was small 
and collectors seldom run across 
them. 


More than a decade passed be- 
fore Cantor was again in the Vic- 
tor list. but in 1919 he was record- 
ing for both the Emerson needle- 
cut records and the Pathes, which 
were hill-and-dale and played with 
a sapphire ball. The titles were 
largely topical and dealt to a large 
extent with prohibition. Included 
was ome of the cleverest Voistead 
Act take-offs, “All the Boys Love 


recording was introduced in 1925, 
and his first version of “If You 
Knew Susie Like I Know Susie” | 
was waxed during this period. But, 
in 1929 he was trying his luck, 
with Victor again, and coming | 
through with such morseis as 
“Hello, Sunshine, Hello.” “Hungry 
Women.” “I Faw Down and Go 
Boom,” “If I Give Up the Saxo- 

‘Continued on page ++) . 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 12) 
London. Dec. 8. 


Answer Me 
Mommy Kissing Santa. Morris 


Poppa Piccolino ..... Sterling 
Swedish Rhapsody ..Connelly 
Le oo eer ee Box & Cox 
Vaya Con Dios ..,...Maddox 
ee eee ere Victoria 
Rags to Riches..... Chappell 
Chicka Boom. . Dash 


If You Love Me. "World| Wide 
Wish You Were Here Chappell 


Moulin Rouge ...... Connelly 
Second 12 
BU. ae ee Bourne 
I Believe . Cinephonic 
Crying in the Chapel. .Morris 
Santa Up Chimney ..... Reine 
Oh. Bly Pas. oo. és ues Maurice 
Flirtation Waltz ...... Bourne 
MOU TOW OG. can i ccen Mellin 
Golden. TSNge. os. «a Wright 
aes Wright | 
Bridge of Sighs ..... Maurice | 
SStAnow). = .4.. Aberbach 
Where re: _. Poly phone 








Coral Press Major Push 


| Patti Page’s slice for Mercury Records, 





For New Williams Orch. 


The newly-formed George wi. | 


‘liams orch is being prepped for al 
/major promotional push by Coral | 


Records. Orch is being geared by 


lasted for some time after electric | the label along dance tempo lines. | 


The initial release is set for Feb. 1. | 


Williams plans to follow the pat- | 
tern set by the Sauter-Finegan | 
orch on the RCA Victor label, by 
sticking to the recording studio for | 
at least six months before hitting | 
the one-niter and ballroom route. | 
Williams had been arranger for | 
most of the top name bands before | 
forming his own orch. 
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Survey of retail disk best ZiSt«ea | SiE;@/5 = Ve iwitat’ 
sellers based on reports ob TA sisigsizlelals el1sSiZi2io 
tained from ieading stores t S\= gels e| ms = ia ¢ 
12 cities end showtng com- ¥ > £ i> 3 & S | S sigizia 
peratire sales rating for this aj Elzeis < E eis Biller ng 
and last week. SCliieisi i Sint i S | 
sisjzirz &iaip | 
ligiailTi7Tiei/e@/Ziziaisic)s & 
eiSiy ! feisi7/8i/5; 81/8/71) 2 
National else el Sisalitiels islgiélz | § 
Rating "IS sisi i<isgizisisi<i8 > s 
is Last PISS Zs /818i2's)2/812) 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZizmipiSCiziniani&Fizisioaisis 
EDDIE FISHER ‘Victor 
1 oo i ee ee awe v's Des a. £2 £o %- @.8°2: 9 1 2 81 
TONY BENNETT ey 
2 1 “Rags te Riches” a 3 3 1 4 180 1 10 4 63 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol 
3 2 “That's Amore” ee . = 2 =_ a. 5 8. @ 
FRANK CH ACKSFIELD | ry 
4 5 “Ebb Tide” 8 4 2 6 s 3s 2 46 
EARTHA KITT | Victor) 
5 7 “Santa Baby” 9 410 6 8 10 2 i 38 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) 
6A 4 “Ricochet” . 6 : —— 6 4 9 6 6 4 10... 37 
EDDIE CALVERT et 
6B 9 “Oh, Mein Papa” ve ee ee ee 3 + $7 
PATTI PAGE meen 
8 6 “Changing Partners” Te a 9 5 8 3 33 
FOUR ACES (Decca: 
9 18 “Stranger in Paradise”... Te 2 5 3 32 
JULIUS LaROSA ‘Cadence) 
10 10 “Eh Cumpari” ap 7 © 8s 6 3 25 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD ‘Capitol 
1iA 13 “Vaya Con Dios” 7 9 6 9 19 
STAN FREBERG (C I 
118 12 “Cheietmes Dragnet™............ .. .-. 9 .- 19 2 4 19 
FOUR LADS ‘Columbia’ 
ae: ae!” dl eA rrr eee 7 5 7 #7 #18 
~~ FONY MARTIN “Capitol 
14A “Stranger in Paradise”. eS ee eee 4 5 9 15 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
14B 15 “Stranger i in Paradise” 2 a so Tae, 3 4 15 
"KAY STARR (Capitol) 
14C “Changing ot inl 2 5 15 
—_ “LIBERACE (Columbia) 
17 as ‘Christmas Medley”... a eis. falig 8 1 13 
CORNELL-DALE- DESMOND Coral 
138 16 “Heart of My Heart” . Ae eee 7 8 11 
~~ EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
19 7 “Many Times’... ea ia 6 9 8 10 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
20 “Heart of My Heart” ; ee : a as a ; 7 8 — oo - ia ce ~e 7 
| 1 | 2 3 ‘ ‘ 
FIVE TOP ‘ARTHUR GODFREY| GLENN MILLER | CONCERTOS FOR| CHRISTMAS THE ROBE 
| Christmas with | Limited Edition | |, did — Alfred Newman 
A L B U M S | Arthur Godfrey f Liberace-Weston Montovani Decca 
Columbia Victor Columbia London DL 9012 
C 438 | LPT 6700 ML 4764 LL 913 
i 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Cole Porter's tunes were cancelled out of the CBS-TV’s “Studio One” 


musical drama, “Cinderella ’53,” Monday night (21) due to the squawks 
from Metro film execs, Pic studio did not want any conflict between 
the TV production and an upcoming film project involving Porter tunes. 
Porter saw the show in rehearsal with his songs and okayed it unti| 
Metro demanded a withdrawal of the clearances. Tunes by Arthur 
Schwartz were used instead. 





N. Y. State Sen. Fred G. Moritt, who is a vet songwriter by hobby, 
with a couple of recorded tunes to his credit, gets his biggest show- 
casing to date in the current Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. stageshow, 
His tune, “Holiday Greeting,” is being performed by the 50-piece 
M. H. symph, under Raymond Paige’s baton, and a 35-voice choral 
ensemble. It's part of the Music Hall’s annual Christmas stage of. 
fering. 





RCA Victor was recently in the position of competing with itself on 
the tune, “Changing Partners.” While the Victer pop division was 
planning an allout push for Dinah Shore’s version of the tune, the 
Victor custom records department was pressing up 100,000 copies of 
The versidns by Miss Shore 
and Miss Page, together with Kay Starr's cut for Capitol, are still 
fighting for top honors on the tune. 





Julius LaRosa has cut a special etching for the. March of Dimes 
tagged “Mother’s March on Polio.” Tune was written by Bernie Wayne. 
Russ Case orch backs and the Wanderers supply a choral support. 
Tele producer Lee Cooley, who is the drive’s radio-tele chairman, 
wrote and announces a special 30-second appeal that’s added to the 
waxing. It'll be distributed to the deejays next week. 














Songs With Largest Radio Audi 
The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of December 11-17, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically ) 
EE eS sn aa ook <o & ania ame Se Porgie 
Choo Clipe Trail. .........<. (ate ee kwk eens saaeacnn Disney 
Don’t Forget To Write ..... ace ae 4 pen keane as Advanced 
Don’tcha Hear Them Bells ............ Meanie s .- Iris-T 
. ke eee ee eee re wake eee Caewa Robbins 
Mate oe aa Gants amen’ San ee save sens cose Frank 
gees etnncoe perenne o Saieveseta ea eye RE. Peer 
Ei@art QE Diy TOOert. 2... acs cee cns B eciate aiteieiate aiaenens Robbins 
E RVers nS ecceccceesedeces Chappell 
In The Mission Of St. Augustine ......... suite. wists ate Republic 
I eas eas Sire fA cia knits Sencha x iol mats ol Alamo 
SME <5 cg Ware 2 acy Sas © have Se Oh kee Ran OLE Pincus 
0G soo eo ats eo a is Rp ewe ee Broadcast 
No Other Love—*“Me And Juliet” ............... Williamson 
NN 550s an in te ha pia ws aibre are oe lawiela mies bee va Shapiro-B 
ee eraueuwisracaa aha aiee Chappell 
Rags To Riches ..... wide ace hha ms eceie io aciaieeiolaie Saunders 
NN eh irs res ee ie an ee Sheldon 
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer ................ St. Nicholas 
Sadie Thompson’s Song—*“Miss Sadie Thompson” . Mills 
Gece Cans 18 Comin’ Te Toma. «6... < <0 0s ccs vesn Feist 
SU th NN eee a cca ne acont aaa Remick 
NN a ice ae ae ia a ae oe ctee nh Te Ne Paramount 
TER SR epee cere arene Sgn ne anne aE UNE, © 2 Mills 
Song From Moulin Rouge—‘‘Moulin Rouge” ...... Broadcast 
Stranger In Paradise—*“Kismet” ............. ... Frank 
That’s Amore—“The Caddy” .............eeeeeee: Paramount 
a ee oe ee he .-- Ardmore 
ns coma eeincnsaiaun baile maim eva roue hin aelecetsis .. Studio 
You Alone .....- Caehsed du eewae ei ako a waels sea tae Roncom 
ke | RRR peer rg ine teem gine eonre ages | Mellin 
Second Group 
ics ack icac scenes ccubecanncoua Famous 
| Ge ebeete re aie a hia ae: atuiets im ale aiein alele'e inlalaatare Fairways 
I I cits) eg a a BVC 
RE Rea a eo oe Miller 
Down By The Riverside ......................... Spier 
From Here To Eternity—*“From Here To Eternity”. Barton 
Happy Christmas Little Friend ................... Williamson 
EE. Sa eee aes eeird a vy an oeueeuuwinek ee camiie Tannen 
I Can't Believe That You're In Love With Me ..... Mills 
Pi i cra eee ns ea, a Plymouth 
It’s Christmas Time Again ...........cccccccceees Bourne 
It’s Easy To Remember ........... Gia Gieas eee ears Famous 
BAIVO Walked TN... «os <<-0.0.000e2s0 aintaciala ausara aie ante Chappell 
Moonlight In Vermont ......... Sia aialg ete slacauee eraieia Goldson 
Bars. Banta Claus .... oo. cece er arr as Sherwin 
Put Christ Back Into Christmas ........ SANA Te .. Remick 
South Of The Border ................ ch ake cae Shapiro-B 
ot ER a a pas whic wYPrTryere 
pecs dy! ann PE PTTL Ee a es Mills 
Under Paris Skies ..... Veer y ere rer eer wore: 
Why Does It Have To’ Be Me Re ay Se a ee ee pe Feist 
Top 10 Songs On TV 
a . (More In Case of Ties) 
ie, A Me 2.” a rer i 
TE? aia iS ais dO aloes 184. ve LBS a en rote Robbins 
RE ee eae ee ie: SPR ie. ti amR) a4) Cromwell 
I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus ............... Harman 
Kissing Bridge .......... sei Gslaiea eae «+. Roncom 
Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town ey ae coves WOU 
Santa Got Stuck In The Chimney .............. .. Acuff-R 
ok perpen: ae es ° +... Paramount 
meremmer In Paradieg’ .... + .csscccbiccscecce coves SEO 
SE St Ga a sans au ke bia dhedeeesaocec eos Roncom 
9 Top Standards On TV 
peers (More In Case of Ties) 
ee ERT a eee e 
| ees: nt ms 
AB OCR en Duet 
Stompin’ At The Savoy ee Oe 
There’s No Business Like Show’ Business <0 hx aaa Berlin 
Coa he | EEE Fe Serr eee» De Syl.-B-H 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home .................. De Syl.-B-H 
+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 
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ASCAP, TV Indies. 
Set Interim Fee 
Pending New Pact 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers end 
the independent TV stations agreed | 
jast week ta set ASCAP’s interim 
jicensing fee at 80% of the es- 
tablished blanket rate. Interim fee 
will be in operation until such 
time as the Society and TV sta- 
tions can settle on a new pact for 
the period starting after the new 
vear. Judge Henry Goddard signed 
the ASCAP-indie TV stipulation in 
N. Y. Federal Court last week. 

ASCAP and the All-Industry 
Jocal TV Music License Committee, 
repping about 70 indie outlets, 
continued their negotiations last 
week on an “optimistic tone, 
aceording ta spokesmen for both 
sides. The negotiations are cav- 
ering proposals for both per-pro- 
gram and blanket licenses for the 
use of ASCAP music. Parallel 
powwows are being conducted be- 
tween the Society and the major 
networks for a license to replace 
the one expiring at the end of 
this year. 

The interim fee to ASCAP will 
be subject to the final agreement 
and has no bearing on the current 
talks. In general, ASCAP has been 
asking for a continuation of the 
current licensing fee, while the 
video industry has been demanding 
@ reduction on the argument that 
ASCAP’s TV rates are discrimina- 
tery as compared with other users 





of music. ° 





‘Sour Grapes’ Chorus In 
‘Partners’ Diskery Race 


Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: ‘ 

In Variety Dec. 9 you carried a 
story concerning “Big Deals, Give- 
aways, Cue Heated 3-Way Diskery 
War on ‘Partner’s’.” | 

This article points out that Mer- 
cury Record gave away attractive 
gifts to disk jockeys to get them to 





play Patti Page’s Version of 
“Changing Partners,” and also that 
Mercury gave the dealers special 
offers of 20 free records for every 


100 records ordered with 100% | 


indemnification. 
stated that Capitol made no spe- 


The article also | 


cial deals and inferred that Mer- | 


cury was the only one of the three 
companies to make these deals 
with the dealers. The article goes 
on to state that in a recent poll 
Capitol Records and Miss Kay 
Starr paced the field in requests 
from listemers as to which version 
they liked best. The whole article 


is quite unflattering, as far as Mer- 


* cury is concerned: 


I would like to point out to you 


that at no time, in no way, did | 


Mercury ever offer any disk jockey 
a gift to play Patti Page's ver- 
sion of “Changing Partners.” We 
made no deals with dealers to give 
away 20 free records for every 100 
ordered. This would be impossible 
because no dealer would order 100 
records at a crack, especially in 
the early stages of a release. I 
know for a definite fact that blank 
company in at least three cities 
‘Detroit, Cleveland and Los An- 
geles) offered to take back any .. 
merchandise 
buy its version of “Changing Part- 
ners As a matter of fact. in Los 
Angeles blank company’s disk jock- 
ey promotion man was told that un- 
less blank artist's version was No. 
1 he could look for another job. 
I would like to point out to you 
that we were the last company of 
the three that released “Changing 
Partners” to have the record on 
the street, and, aceording to all 
charts and polls, Patti Page’s rec- 
ord of “Changing Partners” is the 
NO. | record in the country. Your 
Own poll of retail disk best sellers 
shows Patti Page in seventh place. 
= your disk jockey poll Patti 
“se is in fourth place. I think 


We deserve considerable credit for | 


making this record the top version 
is the field, considering our late 
start and the fact that we were 

‘ndicapped by the “activities” of 
the other companies, 

As f 
is strictly Sour grapes as far as... 
- concerned and at least we 
ould get a little acknowledgment 


from the trade papers or at least 


an honest account of the fight. 
poe Arthur Talmadge, 
: Mereury Records Corp.) 


ar as I am concerned this | 


if the dealer would | 











Veteran Songsmith 


Abner Silver 


reappraises 


The Small Publisher 
Today 


* * * 


| 
| 


en interesting byline piece in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARTETY 


OUT SOON 


A&R MEN TURN OUT FOR 
‘PINK TIGHTS’ AUDITION 


Chappell Music, which has been 
quiet in the showtune field since 
“Me and Juliet” and “Can-Can” 
last spring, swung into action last | 
week on the “Girl In Pink Tights” | 
seore. Firm auditioned the Sig- 
mund Romberg-Lea Robin score at | 
its N. Y. offices for all the major | 
label artists & repertoire men 
Thursday (17). 

Current click of the showtune 
“Stranger In Paradise” from the 
“Kismet” seore, as well as hefty , 
diskery eoverage on other tunes) 
from the same show, is credited 
with the solid a&r men turnout. 
“Tights” is scheduled for a late- 
February Broadway preem. 











| staffers. 


Col Reactivating Two 
Publishing Firms For 
Special Material Jobs 


Columbia Records is prepping 
reacjivation of two of its publish- 
ing firms, April Music (ASCAP) 
and Blackwood Music (BMI), for 


'special material picked up by its 


artists and artists & repertoire 
Plans call for Howie 
Richmond to service the songs on 
printing, copyrighting and licens- 
ing through his special service 
firm, Songways Music, for a fee. 
Col outfits are not planned to be 


;}competitive with regular publish- 


ing firms. In the event that Col 
decides that a tune should get full 
exploitation, Richmond will place 
the tune in his other firms for a 
full promotion, with a profit shar- 
ing arrangement to be worked out. 
That, incidentally, was how Rich- 
mond worked on “I Believe,” a 
tune that was originally given to 
him by Columbia Broadcasting 
System after the song debuted on 
the Jane Froman show. 


Dallas ‘Shindig’ Diskers 


Da)ias, Dee. 22. 

Four members, of the “Saturday 
Nite Shindig” cast, presented here 
each week by WFAA, have been 
signed to recording contracts. They 
include Jimmy Collis, Orville 
Couch and Charlotte Lovett. 

The Lovett Sisters have been 
signed by Lou Chudd for Imperial 
Records, Couch has been signed for 
Derby Records and Collie for 
Hickory Records, by Mel Foree. 








| 


Music Biz Vet 


John R. Andrew 


discourses on 


Background Music 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 





Fisher, Joni 
1953's Phono 
Vocal Champs 


Eddie Fisher and Joni James are 
shaping up as disk champs in the 
male and female vocalist divisions 
for 1953. Fisher, under the RCA 
Victor banner, will have his best 
_year to date with a total of some 
5,000,000 platters sold during the 
last 12 months. Miss James, an 











TINY HILL ORCH LAYING 


OFF FOR WINTER REST 


Kansas City, Dec. 22. 

Orch leader Tiny Hill is taking 
time out early in 1954 for an ex- 
| tended vacation for himself and 
crew. Orch is a familiar one here 
—it did a one-nighter at the River- 
side Ranch Sunday ‘20)—and wil) 
have completed eight months of 
road work Dec. 31. 

Fina) date before the respite is 
the Elks Temple, Roswell, N. M. 
Dec. 31. Crew scatters for three 
months, after which Hill will re- 
group and resume the one-nighters 
on the road in the midwest. First 
date on the comeback will be in 
April. Leader will spend much of 
| the off time at his ranch at Ft. 
Lupton, Colo. 
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POSITIONS 








NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under 2 statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enw 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio ef points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the cese of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


This Last 

Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 

1 2 EDDIE FISHER (Victor)..............6. Oh My Pars 

2 1. TONY BENNETT (Columbia)...... TE lg ag a 

3 - DEAN MARTIN (Capitol). .......... ies That's Amore 

4 3 TERESA BREWER (Coral) ...........+5: Babe, Baby. Baby 

3 7 FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) ....... Ebb Tide 

6 6 FOUR ACES (Decca)............05: WEHI. itis py se , 

7 5 PATTI PAGE (Mercury)........... wseeees Changing Partners 

8 9 PEE, CAL WEee (ESSER) .. a ove secgacccs Oh, Mein Papa 

9 SARTHA KITT (Victor)........eeee- we. Santa Baby 

10 8 AMES BROS. (Victor)............. veseeees You, You, You 

TUNES 

POSITIONS (*ASCAP. 7BMI) 

Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 2 *OH. MY PAPA... ... 20.0000 cece PT Pe een en Shapiro-B 
2 1 CAGES TO RICHES. .... cscs cescescrecsccens errr aoe Saunders 
3 6 CUPRA WR BITRE, ook ccc cccveccccaccccevscveceseesens »eeee +. Paramount 
4 3  £*EBB TIDE. AREER OE ere ee ee . sees... Robbins 
5 7 *STRANGER IN PARADISE..............+-- rT 
6 4 «CHANGING PARTNERS .......... NE PE etal ae eas 
7 5 PRIDOCHET. ... 20.0 cccccdsccecceseccccsosesescecs cocscceecsss elon 
8 ) FYOU, YOU, YOU ..... cece cece eee eee nese eee renenees a ie ie <a 
g 8 tMANYW TIMES. ..........00eceee, Tera UU 
a. 2g! ) Sererrerrrrrrerrererrery ire ry ye Robbins 

—- enema 


M-G-M Records pactee, is due to 
top the 4.000,000 sales marker in 
a vear that was generally domin- 
ated by male pipers such as 
Fisher, Frankie Laine, Perry Como 
and Julius LaRosa. 

In the last lap of this year, 
Fisher has come up with a smash 
hit in “Ob, My Papa.” which is 
due to hit the 1,000,000 circle be- 
fore the New Year. In addition, 
Fisher hit pay dirt with several 
other top songs this year. includ- 
ing “I'm Walking Behind You,” 
also a 1,000,000-platter seller; 
“With These Hands,” “Many 
Times” and “Downhearted.” 

Miss James has proved to be a 
powerhouse since she joined 
M-G-M in fall of 1952. Her first 
number, “Why Don't You Believe 
| Me.” launched her into the big- 
time and she has been going at 
a steady pace since then with suck 
isides as “Your Cheatin’ “4 
“Have You Heard?” “My Love, My 
Love” and others. 

In the combo field. Les Paul & 
Mary Ford centinued their domi- 
mance this year with one of the top 


«“ ? 
Heart, 


hits in “Vaya Con Dios” in addi- 
tien to several other lesser, but 
still strong selling sides. The 


Ames Bros. also showed up strong- 
ly with “You You You” while the 
vet Mills Bros. team came througb 
with a potent entry in “The Glow 
Worm.” 


Sheldon Drops Non-Union 
Pluggers After Threai 





Threat of a Music Publishers 
Contact Emplovees Union clamp 
down forced Sheldon Music to 


drop its 12 non-uniom pluggers last 
week MPCE had notified Moe 
Gale. Sheldon topper, that the firm 
would be placed on the unfair list 
and that the union centactmen is 
his N.Y. effice would be pulled out 
if the nom-umionites werent en 
tered with MPCE 

Hassle developed two month 
when Sheldon put on i2 
grads around the 
mote the firm’s tunes with deejavs, 
dealers and distributors. Before 
the MPCE moved in. Sheldon 
planned to use the dozen undes- 
gradé as a nucieus for an extensive 
cross-country pluggimg svstem. 


ago 
under- 
country to pre 





Engvick’s Librettist Bow 
With ‘Omnibus’ Fable 


“Chicken Little 


anew musk 
cal fable by Alec Wilder and 
William Engvick. will be aired on 
CBS-TV's “Qmnibus” show Sun- 
day (2 The fable was preemed 
in Spring Valley High School 


N. ¥.) last month 
vick’s bow as a librettist He 
penned the words to this vear’s 
click, “Song from Moulin Rouge.” 


It marks Eng- 


“Little” is bemg published by 
Hollis Music, a Hewie Rachmond 
subsid. It il be available for work- 


shop and school groups this season 


Victor Ups O'Donnell 





Frank O'Donnell, RCA Victor 
publicity staffer, has been upped 
to ad manager of the custom rec- 


ords division. 

He moves into the spot formerty 
held by Ben Rosner. who now will 
devote full time to his advertising 
duties as assistant to Bill Alexan- 





der, RCA Victor disk promotion 
chief. 

Bernie’s Kidisk 
Nitery comedian Al Bernie is 


} hopping on the kiidisk bandwagon 


with an etching tagged “Sparky, 
The Spaceman.” Platter will be 
released via the indie Barbour 


| label. : 
Bernie currently is at the Sands, 








iLas Vegas. 





meat Na 
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..-Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


CAPITOL 
1. THAT’S AMORE .......... 
YOU'RE THE RIGHT ONE 


CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART I) ....... 


sseeeeeeeees-- Dean Martin 
.. Stan Freeberg 
... Les Paui-Mary Ford 
..Pee Wee Hunt 


: CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART II) 
3. VAYA CON eee ae eC T 
JOHNNY 
en |); 
SAN 


5, €HANGING PARTNERS .. 


COLUMBIA 
1. RAGS TO RICHES ....... 


9. STRANGER IN PARADISE 
3. SECRET LOVE .......... 
DEADWOOD STAGE 
4. I SEE THE MOON 

1 JUST WANT YOU 
— ae 


r ‘(ORAL 
RICOCHET . 
TOO YOUNG ‘TO TANGO 
HEART OF MY HEART ._.. 


WOOGIE sear ce apelin. 
BY THE RIVER SEINE 


BELL BOTTOM BLUES 
BABY, BABY, BABY 


DECCA 
1. STRANGER IN PARADISE . 
HEART OF MY HEART 


CHANGING PARTNERS .. 
Y’ALL COME 


A LITTLE LIE 


or 
BS Tee «ne nss--- 
WALTZING BUGLE BOY 
MIDNIGHT WALTZ 
GOLDEN VIOLINS ....... 
A GIRL CALLED LINDA 
WHITE CHRISTMAS 
ADESTE FIDELIS 
CARNAVALITO .......... 
THEME FROM “THE MAN 


— URY 
CHANGING 


2 - & PT 


4444444 9O4F66-44F4544F4 FOSSSPSFSS EFSF SEES SIEGES ES HOSED EFE HH 4+ HHH HG 4444S 4444 4 44HG4 
See ee 


WHY DQES IT HAVE TO BE ME? 
Bs die MiBiniese alee, weal sbvack Doris Day 


HEARTBREAKING WALTZ 


2. THE JONES BOY ......... 
SHE WAS FIVE AND HE WAS TEN 
3. DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 
WHAT A LITTLE MOONLIGHT CAN DO 


THE SKATERS WALTZ .. 


eee eeeceeee 


PARTNERS .. 


ee tnees Kay Starr 


LL ALWAYS BE IN LOVE WITH YOu 


Tony Bennett 


HERE COMES THAT HEARTACHE AGAIN 


ROARS Sa ee Tony Bennett 


bree aay is ew 6 4a 0 5 


Oe SO oe ee Four Lads 


1 SHOULD HAVE TOLD YOU LONG AGO 


bw ea ee cocccece.. heresa Brewer 


Cornell, Dale, Desmond 


1] THINK I'LL FALL IN LOVE TODAY 
is wakheneeeso nd Johnny Desmond 


Peer een eee. Cee Teresa Brewer 


ON ile Miedo alee Teresa Brewer 
I GUESS IT WAS YOU ALL THE TIME 


..Four Aces 
Tor TR Terr r err eo. ® 


Bing & Gary Crosby 


4 
5. ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SWEETHEART . Kitty Kallen 


..-Frank Chacksfield 
AO eee ses ee eps 4c's - Ova 


... Frank Chacksfield 


Ree re ee ee re Mantovani 
Ee ere Cyril Stapleton 
BETWEEN” 

hire ee ee viae'es eine ee eee 


WHERE DID THE SNOWMAN GO? 


STRINGS OF MY HEART 
MAMA-PAPA POLKA 


LONESOME SONG 


re oN 


JOEY’S THEME 


* 


NATIVE DANCER ........ 
ORF SHE «ww. oes cccces 
8. aera 


.. .Gaylords 
Reese cease Smee Rusty Draper 
.- Richard Hayman 
Ralph Martere 


LOVE THEME FROM “THE GLENN MILLER STORY” 


ae 


YOU’RE MY EVERYTHING 


YOU’RE NEARER 


~ 


1] FELL OUT OF A CHRISTMAS TREE ... 


leat ac sa coher bast at Joni James 


.Little Rita Faye 


THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS 


~ 


MY LOVE, MY LOVE ..... 


Ee ei eee 


YOU'RE FOOLING SOMEONE 


> 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
HI-LILI, HI-LO .......... 
LILI AND THE PUPPETS 


ac A VICTOR 
OH, MY PAPA ........... 


“ta 


POPPA PICCOLINO ...... 


.Nocturnes 


A LONG TIME 


Ra ee IR aE Eddie Fisher 


UNTIL YOU’VE SAID GOODBYE 


~ 


SANTA BABY ......... 


este aN dra «acess Arne Bae 


UNDER THE BRIDGES OF PARIS 


3. YOU ALONE 
PA-PAYA MAMA 


4. 1 CAN’T BELIEVE YOU'RE IN LOVE ........ 
BOOGIE-WOOGIE MAXIXE 


5. YOU, 
ONCE 
ttt ere 


YOU, YOU 
UPON A TUNE 





Ames Bros. 


.Ames Bros. 


eevee neeeerereereeeeee 


z 
aca eo 
| 
| 

















| Iceland’s ‘WE ‘White 








is that the coverage extended 


AFRS through the years is 
blanket one, and in granting the | 
use of the ASCAP library to 
APRS. it was with the intent that 
the works of the tunesmiths be 
“rculated abroad to just such 
— ot isolation as Iceland rep- 
esents, 
Since 


AFRS functions as a part 
Of the 


Information & Education 
establishment in the Department 


ol Defense, the case has been re- 


lerred to W ashington for the legal 
In'erpretations. 

Me antime, 
Guickly as 
B\II 


SOme 


possible some 1,600 | 
transcriptions, as well as 
Publie domain works which 
lide the station over through | 
Period of waiting. Lt. Charles 
DeSpain. Who runs the 250- | 


tte) 


\ } 
Atl 


Lie 
> 


recording the 


comed 
hing __out all y 


musical inter- 


ams 
ke a ee ee ee ae ee et ee eee 


—tr_;0= Continued from page i 
| ludes in order to make some laughs 


AFRS is sending as | 


on Keflavik base, has been | 
shows | 


Xmas’ Blackout | 








available to the base population 
* | which is sorely in need of some. 
| In this period of the year, the 
sun comes up around 10:15 if the 
overcast will let it through, and 
goes down at 2:45 p.m., which 
means that Keflavik is under a 
more or less perpetual pall, in it- 
self a dampener of the spirits. The 
radio station operation has been 
so important to the morale of the 
base that this maneuver, pulled 
by two Icelanders, has had a defi- 
‘nite unsettling influence and is 
causing a bitter cleavage between 
| the 160,000 natives and the Amer- 
| icans. 

The station, with call letters of 
TFK. was licensed by Icelandic 
|State Broadcasting which has not 
yet gotten into the argument 
either way, but if things got bitter, 
the license can be terminated by 


” 


giving “one month’s notice 
One ingredient of rue fulness 
was added when one of the 


| Keflavik airmen recalled that long- 


ee el 


an*«ooeoroo™ © 


time ASCAP president Gene Buck 
had a son in the U. S. Air Force, 
which “is more than any Icelander 
has.” 

As things now stand, with opera- 
tions severely curtailed and no re- 
lief in sight, it appears Keflavik 


radio will be without “White 
Christmas,” but is sure to have a 
bleak one. 





Merc's New Dept. 
For Tyro Diskers 


an adjunct to its artists & reper- 
toire division to concentrate on the , 
development of tyro disk names. 
The new department, which 
be headed by Hugo Peretti and 
Luigi Creatore, will start rolling 
after the first of the year. The 
Peretti-Creatore team will work in- 
dependently of Richard Hayman, 
| Merc’s a&r topper in the east. 
Operational procedure of the 
extra-added a&r setup will be to} 
prowl new crooners and warblers } 
2nd to coach and nurse them along 
; during their wax-incubation stage. 
| Peretti and Creatore plan to give 
itheir new pactees a get trial 
period. They’ve alrea 





| 


| tioning process. Merc brass fig- 
ures that if the plan turns up one | 
click disker during the course of 
the year, it will have paid off. 
Peretti and Creatore joined the 
Merc fold about two months ago to | 








Mercury Records is setting up ' 


will | 


{ 


got five | 
pe diskers set for the "disk. condi- | 


Vast New Audience Won to Longhair; 
Kosty Seeks Bridge to Concert Hall 





Concrete Proof 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Elliott Bros. Orch really 
claims a “new sound” for 
bands. 


In an M-G-M Records sés- 
sion they cut “Row, Row, 
Row,” and to simulate the 
sound of oars, they used a 
cement mixer. 











Kurtz Quitting 
Houston Orch 


Houston, Dec. 22. 

It’s understood here. that Efrem 
Kurtz won't return as conductor of 
the Houston Symphony Orchestra. 
| He batoned the first four concerts 
of the season, with guest conduc- 
tors in since. Kurtz first came 
here in 1948 from Kansas City, 
where he headed the Philharmonic 
for nine seasons. 

Ferenc Fricsay. Hungarian con- 
ductor of the Berlin RIAS orches- 
tra, now guest-batoning in this | 
country, is said to have the inside 
| track as replacement, with Eric 


| Leinsdorf, of the Rothester Phil- | 


| develop kidisk platters. Previously | 


|they were 
recorders in the juve as well as 
the pop field. They'll headquarter 
in New York. 





- Negrete, Mexican 

| Boxoffice Phenomenon, 
Gets Valentino’ Funeral 
| 


Mexico City, Dec. 8. 
The most 


ever accorded a Mexican enter- 


| tainer was given to Jorge Negrete, 
jtop romantic singer-actor, long box- 
| office champ on stage-screen-radio- 

TV. and secretary-general of the 
| national actors’ union. who died Dec. 


142 vears. after five days in a coma. 
A liver illness struck as the singer- 
| actor had started a date at the Mil- 
‘lion Dollar Theatre. His wife, 
|Maria Felix, Mexico's top money- 
making pic actress, planed back 
from Europe and aaccompanied the 
body to Mexico. 

| An estimated 500.000 persons 
viewed the body. as it lay in state 
fat the actors’ union headquarters, 
land attended the funeral. Over 
1165 persons, mostly women, were 
pares enough to be attended by 
ambulance surgeons. during the 
wake-burial. A 19-year-old mar- 
ried woman suicided by leaping 
from a three-story window, leav- 
ing a note saying “I just can't live 
|without my Jorge,” police an- 
nounced. 

Capri, a frontline niterie, and the 
Teatro Tivoli, a leading vaude- 
revue theatre, 
the funeral. All local cinemas ob- 
served a five-minute silence, some 
of them stopping screening in the 
middle of the feature pic to do so. 
The Variety Club of Mexico post- 
poned until Dee 
set for Dec. 9 of Negrete's last pic, 
“The Boy and the Cloud,” at the 
Cine Alameda 

The funeral was covered on a 
national web radio and newsree! and 
TV-cameraed. Two companies of 
motorcycle police and a battalion 
of foot policemen accompanied the 
last procession and interment. Top 
pic-stage-radio actors were pall- 
bearers. There was an_ honor 
guard of cadets and instructors of 
the Military Academy, from which 
Negrete was graduated as a first 
lie utenant A chorus of 12 “char- 
ros” (dude cowboys), garbed in 
mourning-black, sang two of 
Negrete’s favorite songs at the 
graveside, Fellow actors sup- 
planted grave diggers at the burial. 
Atop the casket were an orchid, 
placed by Negrete’s 
Maria, by a previous marriage; a 
gardenia, by the widow; and a 
“charro” sombrero, replica of that 
lwhich was part of the singer-actor’s 
costume in which he had per- 
formed and which had endeared 
| him to millions. 


once memes Ae rere oF ee © 


indie tunesmiths and | 


| as director of the Daas Symphony 


harmonic, also a likely candidate. 





Dallas Repacts Hendl 
Dallas, Dec. 22. 
Walter Hendl and the Symphony 
Society of Dallas have inked the. 
conductor's return for a sixth year 


Orchestra next season. 
He was assistant conducter of the 


_N. Y. Philharmenic before coming 


auntie 


spectacular funeral | 


nate 


te Dallas. 


DAILEY WILL MANAGE 
ROCHESTER ORCH SETUP 


Rochesier, N. Y., Dec. 22. 
Jack F. Dailey, manager of the 
Oklahoma City Symphenyr, will 





, take over Rochester Civic Music 
|4. in the Cedars of Lebanon Hos- | 
'pital, Los Angeles, at the age of | 


closed the day of} 


15 the gala bow | 


daughter, | 


Assn. reins early next year. Dailey 


managed Radio City Music Hail, : 


N. Y., from 1946-52. 


Joel C. Kimball resigned the lio 
cal post Dec. 1 


booking policy and other prob- 
lems encountered after he assumed 
the job Sept. 1, 1953. 

Liike Kimball, Dailey’s new as- 
signment includes managing the 
Rochester Philharmonic and Civie 
rchestras, as well as the duties of 
executive secretary of the CMA 
He took the Oklahoma City job 
about six months ago, after leaving 
the Air Force. and will come to 
Rochester as soon as his successor 
is named. 


Heath Chirper Set For 
8-Month Soles at 336 


Lendon, Dec. 15 

Lita Roza, who chirps with the 
Ted Heath combo, has signed a 
£12,000 ‘$33.600) contract to tour 
in variety when she goes solo at 
the expiration next May of her 
contract with Heath. 

Contract. negotiated through the 
Ted Heath Agency with Will Col- 
lins. runs from May to December, 
1954, after which singer is sched- 
uled to go ta the Siates for eight 
weeks of personal appearances on 





TV and radio. Five vears ago, she 
lived in the U.S. and sang in Miami 
niteries 


Steelworkers Sponsor 
Pitt Symphony in Ohio 
Canton, O., Dee. 22 
The United Steelworkers of 
America, CIO, is sponsoring a two- 
performance appearance of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra in 
Memorial Auditorium, Canton 
Jan. 5. The proceeds will be turned 
over to the Canton Symphony Or- 
chestra 
One of the two concerts will be 
for children. The evening concert 


will feature “music for the men 
who man the mills.” according to 
John S. Johns, union district di- 


rector. The orchestra will appear 
as part of the CIO's educational 


| program. 


certs at Carnegie Hall. N. 


:lioz and Ravel, the 


in disagreement | 
with the executive committee on: 


‘in Holland, 


Andre *Kostelanetz is conducting 
Tue special Saturday night pop 
concerts with the N. Y, Philhar- 
monic this winter for a two-fold 
purpose. One is to find new audi- 
ences for the symph’s regular 
longhair programs. Other is to fur- 
nish an acceptable type of fare for 
an audience that’s been awakened 
to serious musie lately. 

“We must establish a bridge for 
this audience,” said the maestro 
recently. By giving them his pop- 
classical combo, he hopes to woo 
these listeners—an immense po- 
tential new public—over to leng- 
hair acceptance and increased at- 
tendance at concerts. 

An enormeus greup of péople 
have discovered good musie in the 
last 15 to 20 years. says Kosty. 
It's been almost unintentional. 


| They’ve heard it on recordings or 


on radio, only incidentally the first 
time, but intentionally tuned in or 
plattered a second time. 
Informally, a huge music educa- 
tion has been going on in the coun- 
try. Music taste in the U. S. is 
broadening. Now, according to the 
maestro, the public is listening to 
two or three kinds of music—jzazz, 
musicomedy-operetta and longhair. 
A way must be found for the thou- 
sands who have discovered good 


| music to come to the concert hall, 


he says. 

By the same token, says Kosty, 
orchesiras need these new audi- 
ences to survive. And survive they 


| must, for the cultural health of 


the country. 

Conductor is offering three con- 
Y., Jan. 
16, Feb. 13 and March 13. First 
pregram will include, besides Ber- 
“Porgy and 
Bess” Suisve, Kosty’s “Roumanian 
Fantasy” end the N. Y. preem of 
Prokofiev's “Wedding Suite.” Sec- 
ond concert will offer Dukzs, De- 
bussy, Weber. Enesco, Tchaikovsky 
(N. Y. preem of “Queen ef Spades 


_ Suite”) and Grofe’s “Grand Canyon: 
Suite.” Last one will offer Mozart, 


Stravinsky. Prokefiev. Tchaikovsky 
and Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” 


Maestro hopes to make these se- 
ries an annual event. He's off ito 
England in the spring. to conduct 
the London Philharmonic im Fes- 
tival Hall April 10 and on BBC-TV 
April 19. He feels there's an un- 
tapped TV field for longhair. But 


| Symphony orchs must be presented 


differently than heretofore. 

A half-hour program is the best 
length, he says. A conductor should 
program short works with pictorial 
values. There sheuldn't be ‘oo 
much camera moving for special 
effect. Repertoire will sell the pro- 
gram. And there's a potential] audi- 
ence all around the country anx- 
ious to see and hear the land's 
leading orchs, he feels 


Victor Jazz Upbeat 
Rolling Next Apri 


RCA Victor's expansion its 
jazz program will start r vs ae 

next April with a release Bie. 
that will include at least two jazz 
albums monthly. Releases will be 
split between new recordings and 





sets packaged from Victor's ar- 
chives. A set by Barbara Carroll. 


jazz pianist, will be among the 
April releases. 
Victor's jaz catalog is Parents 


being supervised by Bill Zeitun 
and Bob Yorke, latter doubli 7 
from his merchandising manager 
duties. 





Gotham Recording’s 
100G Expansion Set 


Gotham Recording Corp.. aN. Y. 
firm with studio and recording 
facilities, has completed a $100.000 
expansion program. Company as 
added new tape machines of spe- 
cial design. two recording s.udios 
and three editing rooms 

Company is headed by prexs 
Herbert M. Moss 


Moss to Cadence 


H. E. Moss has been named } 
of the Cadence Distributing C 
sales outlet for Cadence Rect 
Latter was set up by Archie Bleyet 
with Julius LaRosa top voces { 
Both Blever and Lakosa rece f 
exited Arthur Godt dio-TYV 
setup 

Moss was forme N- 
ager of the Holland Furnace Co. 


Mich. 
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the recording musicians be as- 
signed to, the Musiciaas Perform- 
ance Trust Fund, the agency that 
was set up in 1948 to alleviate un- 
employment among musicians. 
Counter Proposals 

The diskers countered with a 
proposal for a new five-year pact 
with a 10° increase in scale over 
the present $41 per three hours 
for the first two years with an ad- 
ditional 10° for the next three. 
They also insisted upon no elimi- 
nation of doubling or any slice in 
the number of sides per session. 
After haggling for five days, Pet- 
rillo dismissed the diskers Friday 
(18) with the statement that he 
and his international board want 
to go home for Christmas. A joint 
statement said the talks had 
“bogged down.” 

None of the major disk execs 
seemed to be worried about the 
recording ban if it should take 
place. The handful of top compa- 
nies are banking on their backlog 
to see them through the crisis. 
while the smaller labels are frank- 
ly threatening to record come 
what may. The latter declare that 
they can get plenty of musicians, 


Recording Ban Looms 


Continued from page 1 james 


| 





even in New York, for sessions, 
| despite any ukase to the contrary 
| by Petrillo. 

Problem of Next Hit 





| While the diskers are sanguine, 


the music publishers and songwrit- | 
ers are worrying where their next | 
hit is coming from in the event of | 
a strictly enforced ban. Back in| 
1948, when Petrillo imposed a ban | 
for nearly a year, conditions were | 
toughest for writers and pubs try- | 
ing to get a new song exposed. On 
the other hand, some publishers | 
who have had their songs cut but | 
shelved by the major diskers, see 
this as a great opportunity to get 
their material out of the can, since | 
the diskers will be using every- | 
thing possible. 

It’s believed 
will not yield 


' 
that the diskers} 
to Petrillo, since | 
they are holding a strong hand | 
with respect to the Trust Fund. | 
Latter was set up five years ago | 
by mutual consent and with tacit 
approval of the Government which 
is involved through the Fund's} 
possible contravention of the Taft- 
Hartley Law. Some disk execs | 
state that the Fund may not stand 
up in the courts if its legality is 
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| making hay in the tunesmiths’ rush 


| Randall Again Heads | 


New Faces 

James C. Petrillo, AFM 
prexy, was confronted by sev- «+ 
eral new faces last week while 
negotiating with execs of the 
major disk companies. On the 
opening day of the talks he 
looked across the conference 
table and singled out one 
youthful looking exec for the 
query, “Young man, Who are 
you?” 

The answer came from Jim 
Conkling, 38-year-old prexy of 
Columbia Records. 








challenged, and Petrillo will not 
want to risk that possibility. Not | 
only is the $1,500,000 collected 
from the disk companies involved, 
but even more important, the tele- 
vision trust fund may also be 
thrown out. 

The diskers are presenting a 
united front towards Petrillo in 
the negotiations. Seven compa- 
nies, including Bell, Capitol, Co- 
lumbia, Decca, Mercury, M-G-M | 
and RCA Victor, weré talking di- 
rectly with Petrillo. 





Coast Speedup 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


On the Coast, previous week’s 
optimism has changed to  pessi- 
mism and most labels began 
scheduling intensive sessions. RCA | 
sent Héhri Rene out from N.Y. to 
etch everyone he cguld get hands 
on, including Phil Harris and Den- 
nis Day who haven't recorded in 
a year. This might be their last 
chance for a while. Meanwhile, 
small recording outfits which spe- 
cialize in dubs and demos, are 





to supply platteries and publishers 
with samples of material. 








Schenectady Tooters | 
Schenectady, Dec. 22. | 
Gordie Randall, leader of the | 

WRGB-TV house band, has been 

reelected president of Schenec- 

tady Local 85, AFM. Other officers 
named are James W. Lavell, vice- 
president; Carl Denangate, Jr., re- 
cording secretary; Alfred Mastria- 
no, financial secretary, and R. M. 
Harbison, treasurer. 


Board of directors comprises 
William Lane, Jack Yellin, Steve | 
Gurzynik, Robert Beebe and Gene 
Sennes. Randall and Denangate 
have been designated as delegates 
to the annual AFM convention, 
with Lane and Lavell as alter- 
nates. 





Saunders Ottawa Topper 

Ottawa, Dec. 22. | 

Al Saunders was elected to a 
third term as prez of Ottawa Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 
Others taking office Jan. 1, 1954, | 
are Frank Bonner, vice-prez; Viv | 
Snowden, treasurer; Jimmy Lytle, | 


secretary, and executive board, | 
Harry Pozitsky, Fred Quirouet, | 
Johnny Murdie; auditors, Fred | 


Pritchard, Ronny Hyde-Clarke, and | 
trustees, Keith Bedford, Bev Red- 
ditt. 








Memphis Picks Skillman 
Memphis, Dec. 22. 

Vincent Skillman was reelected | 
to his fifth term as prexy of Local | 
No. 71, American Federation of | 
Musicians (AFL), here last week. 
Skillman is w.k. in Memphis and | 
mid-South music circles and was 
a former pit man during vaude | 
days. 

Other officers are Art Burrell, 
veepee, and O. V. Foster, Sec. 
Board members include Ozy Blum- 
berg, Vernon Baty, Lester Burch 
Sr., Verne Adams, Robert Horsley, 
; Ernie Winburn and Nate Evans. 


| by Phil Spitalny’s orch. 


on the “Royal Blue” records. 
| sang 


|made_ by 


| Columbia 
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Cantor's 








phone 
Me?),” “I’m Wild About Horns on 
Automobiles” (disguised on the 
label as “Eddie Cantor's ‘Automo- 
bile Horn Song’’’), and ‘Making 
Whoopee’’—all of which have a 
sweetly nostaglic ring today. 

Came the depression and there 
wasn’t much disk business left for 
anybody. So we find Cantor ap- 
pearing on a Durium De Luxe 
singlefaced, semi-flexible record— 
one of those reddish-brown affairs 
issued weekly for a time during 
1930-31 and sold on news stands 
for 15c. It was made by the same 
firm, Durium Products, Inc., that 
made the better known Hit-of-the- 
Week platters. On the first half 
Cantor sings “Cheer Up” from 
“Ballyhoo” to an accompaniment 
On the 
second half, Spitalny’s boys (they 
weren't girls in those days) did a 
fox-trot version for dancing. This 
idea of a combined vocal-dance 
record had previously been tried 
out by Edison in 1924. 

Cantor was back with Columbia 
He 
“Look What You've Done” 
and “What a Perfect Combination.” 
A year or so later Eddie was vend- 
ing his talents on Perfect records 
the American Record 
Corp. and sold for two-hits in dime 
stores. One title was ‘The Man ona 


ithe Flying Trapeze,” then under- 


going a strong revival because of 


| Walter O’Keefe’s version. As might 
‘have been expected, the character 


on the trapeze turned out, accord- 
ing to Cantor, to be Rubinoff. 
Other side was “Over Somebody 
Else’s Shoulder (I Fell in Love 
With You.)” 
Out of The Depression 

Decca’s bringing out in 1934 a 
double-sided record by topflight 
stars for 35c appears to have done 
more than anything else to start 
nudging the record business out 
of the depression doldrums. But 
Cantor didn’t show on Decca until 
194t when he came through with 
numbers which for the most part 
he had sung years before for 
and Victor: ‘Makin’ 
Whoopee,” “Oh Gee! Oh Gosh!” 
“They Go Wild, Simply Wild, 
Over Me” and “Yes, Sir, That's My 
Baby.” He continued to sing for 


| Decca, making an album of songs 


identified with himself in addition 
to single record solos and duets 
with Nora Martin. There was also 
a duet with June Clyde of “We're 
Having a Baby (My Baby and 
Me”), which had caused raised 
eyebrows when done on the air 
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Multi-Disk Spread 


Continued from page 40 
(Will you Come Back to, 








et 


waves by the team of Cantor & 
Martin. 

And now comes the Capito] 
soundtrack offering, with 15 Can- 
tor favorites, among them “If You 
Knew Susie,” “Margie,” ‘Makin’ 
Whoopee,” ‘Ida (Sweet as Apple 
Cider),” “One Hour With You,” 
“Bye, Bye, Blackbird,” and “Now's 
the Time to Fall in Love.” 





Schenectady Crooners 
Into Local Disk Setup 


Schenectady, Dec. 22. 

Garry Stevens, featured as a 
singer on “TV Showcase” nightly 
over WRGB and one-time vocalist 
with Tex Beneke and Charlie Spi- 
vak, is one of the directors of Cor. 
vens, Inc., chartered to conduct a 
recordings business in Schenec- 
tady. James F. (Jim) Cornell, for. 
mer WGY announcer and now em- 
ployed in the General Electric Co, 
motion picture department, is an- 
ether director. Each holds 48 
shares of stock. 


Third director is Richard H, 
Levy, an attorney here. 
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Dance Sensation! 
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INSTRUMENTAL-VOCAL QUARTETTES 


THE NOCTURNES 


Recently: ROOSEVELT HOTEL, New York: STATLER 
HOTEL, New York; BOCA-RATON HOTEL, Fla. 


Opening Dec. 25 


ica's Foremost 


SAXONY HOTEL, MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 
MGM RECORDS 


Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 


745 5th Ave. PL. 9-4600 203 





Hollywood 


Chicago | 
8619 Sunset Blvd. 


No. Wabash 
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Season's Greetings 


Stanley Black, Frank Chacksfield, Billy Cotton, Robert Farnon, Ted 
Heath, Vera Lynn, Mantovani, Joan Regan, Edmundo Ros, Lita Roza, 


Ralph Sharon, Dorothy Squires, Cyril Stapleton, Dickie Valentine, 
David Whitfield, Jimmy Young . 
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Album EPB/LPM-8188 
Also available as single records 


NON-DENOMINATIONAL .../ Believe + Onward, Christian Soldiers 


CATHOLIC... Act of Contrition + Goodnight, Sweet Jesus 





i JEWISH...Eli, Eli + Kol Nidrei 
PROTESTANT... Abide with Me + Nearer, My God, to Thee 1 


...With orchestra and chorus under the direction of 


Hugo Winterhalter and Mitchell Ayres and the Ray Charles Chorus 
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sophomore at the U. of Pittsburgh | 
New York | ia ‘The O' Jay Sisters a ag “soe at | 2 
Ken Remo, M-G-M_ Records| Horizon Room by Ralph Fianagan VARIETY 2 s| 165 
crooner, switched from the William | are two 18-year-olds from Phila- | . s FE § 6 
Morris Agency to Music Corp. of | delphia, Margie a eet ee ee a ee 8 rd rt 0 g 
America George Shearing; Harper The two 0 lem re e| sa au rt : port a3 cities 2 5 lEie6 3 4 4 
Quintet in‘o Le Cameou, Washing-| been singing together since ey from lea ing stores in llc als 1318 E 5 Ss 
ton, Dec. 29... Alan Dean opers| were in the eighth grade at Pah | and showing comparative sales ret Aleis ? i 
at the Latin Quarter, Boston, Dec. chial school in Philly .. . Ralpk rating for this and last week. elZis/al igi e¢ a| 3 ¢ ri 
28... Jeni James booked for aj and Buddy Bonds, twin organists, | * ASCAP + BMI 5 S1Siel/eie/Alag S| T 
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hilade phis, beginning Dec. 31... .| cuse, N. Y. .. . Wally Gingers band | aolole|a&| 2 =~|o|@lSilal - 
Pp p > °° : : y Cry : ° S ~ ”N 
Wally Girgers orch plays a one-|plays a one-nighter in Niagara Srolaiztizgia#igilalclc é 
niter in Nicgvara Falls, N. Y., Friday | Falls, N. Y., Christmas Night and | -|4 $14|% BlelS/a/ 2) p 
(25)... Eddie Condon’s Greenwich | has a Kingwood, W. Va., booking National Pl sis ol el we l/S1/o 1% 2/8\| 0 
Village jazz nitery, celebrated its | for New Year's Eve .. . Everett) Rating s + -|§ 2 | sla 2| 8 E - 
eighth anni Thursday (17) with a| Neil, who has a trio jobbing around | 3 § a| 3 8 z 5 a|¢ M4 
cocktailery . Karen nee ge a aaa 4 This Last 5 a : S 3 p 3 § g| 6 g . 
acted for a return date at the | tne no a , € | Title and Publisher te 3S 
aes Grady Hotel, Atlanta, this| Kaplan's store in McKeesport. : wk. wk. aa 5) n aris. Ss 
ee ee. ee 5 PR ay 1 5 ‘Stranger in Paradise (Frank)... .. 2 ee eet art ae 
Pns C ’ « ’ ° - a 
N.Y. Jan. 4. Chicago || 2 2 *Ebb Tide (Robbins)...........- s. 3 : 8 - * : : 5 4 66 
ee Dick Jurgens in at Aragon Ball-| 3 1 *Rags to Riches (Saunders) nO et Wi See 4 10 4 6 65 
Pittsburgh |room New Year's Eve through Jan. | 4 8 *Oh, My Papa (Shapiro-B.)........ Rmm Se ee 2 54 
| 18, with Don Glasser booked to fo!- | 5 3 +Changing Partners (Porgie)... 2 -— =... aoe oc ees 
Russ Morgan’s band booked into! low on Jan. 19 for four weeks with 4 Y Mellin) eek RI Ge Sa | Zi 
West View Park's Danceland for a) options . . . Harry James playing 6 *You, You, You (Mellin).........-- = . L 
one-nighter Sunday (27) ... Polly | Hollywood io ae 7 10 “That’s Amore (Paramount)....... 8 eS a0..4 St. 3 10 40 
McCariney is the new organist at| Day through Jan. iis ep Fy Sp EER es a a ea eee 6 5 33 
Weigan’s Lounge. She_ replaces} Fields aimed for week at Sheppard | cd 6 Ricechet_ (Sheldon 89 eo om o-" 
Howdy Webb, who left that room| AFB beginning Jan. 1... Art Kas- 9 9 +Many Times (Broadcast).......... oer g 
cecum after six years ... Jimmy) sel held over ee at — 104A 7 £4x=*Vaya Con Dios (Ardmore)........ a 10 10 2 ‘4 28 
sambie orc’ has snagged the New | tinique Restaurant, 55 oe = — EO cao 3 9. a 28 
Year's Eve spot at the Royal Ball-| Weems playing Rice Hotel, Hous- —- 19 eee Bi nape sma — 7 8 3 15 
room. . Ralph Sharon Trio opened ton, Dec. 31 to Jan. 7... Paul 12 14 White Christmas (Berlin)......... f i ROP re SE ae 5 
Oth cr oo ieee tee Morday rece o maares a en | 13A *Silver Bells (Paramount).......... i ere TT tse ee Sry eM are | 
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stage with Tommy Turk and the ciiaecce 15 a I See the Moon (Plymouth)........ 10 : : ae a i ae 
Deuces Wild .. . Mary Leu Lane, 


singer with Clyde Knight band, has | Houston 

just received an engagement ring Ri 

eng igre Sas * 5 icardo & Norma, dance team, | 
from her boss’ son, Eddie Baran, a have opened an engagement here 
at the Rice Hotel Empire Room... 











the Proctors in the new show at) 
the Shamrock Hotel this week .. .| 
Amira Amir, Turkish dancer, will | 
headline the floor.show at the She} 
King’s Oasis supper club, former- | 
,ly the Yacht Restaurant, opening 
Christmas Day. 


? | Omaha 


Ex-music instructors O. W. Har- 
@ ris and Burton Hoffman iast week 
opened a music company at Car- 
roll, fa. Robert Cahill, currently 
at Angelo’s here. recorded “Salute 
to Omaha,” which will be plugged 
during centennial celeb next year 
In at Lincoln were Jay King 
orch at Sun-Set Saturday (19) and 
Skippy Anderson at Pla-Mor Wed- 
nesday (16) ..Dell Clayton orch 
booked for Scottsbluff’s Terrytown 

B Arena Xmas night. 
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Four Others 
Mars Record M1003 (45-1003) 


MARS RECORDS. INC. 
“151 West 46th Street, M Y¥. 36, MY. 
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Scotland 
| Joe Loss orch 
Glasgow, for Christmas and New 
Year season, with vocalist Howard 
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Jones, Rose Brennan and Tony 
Ventro. Orch airing to U. K. dial- 
ers from Glasgow studios Dec. 25 


, .. . Norman Burns Quintet and 
Eileen Barton, Candy Candido and Freddie Randall Jazzband shared) 


Glasgow Jazz Club concert at St. 
Andrews Hall, Glasgow, Dec. 18... 
Gerald Orch opened winter stint 


at Lyceum, Edinburgh, in new re-| 


vue, “Starlight for You,” with 
Frances Day, Chaz Chase, etc. . . 


| Nicky Kidd, Scot pianist-crooner, 


i teed off in new production at Em- 
| press, Glasgow . . . Nat (King) Cole 
jset for April 12 week at Empire, 
Glasgow. 


San Antonio 


Lee Pepper and his orch will 
open an engagement here at the 
Anacacho Room of the St. Anthony 
Hotel in January ... Henry King 
and his band were in for a one 
nighter Saturday (19) at the Oak 
Hills Country Club here .. . Russ 
Morgan and his band likely for the 
two-day Mardi Gras celebration of 
ithe U. of St. Thomas of Houston 
{in March. 











Satchmo | 


1——— Continued from page 39 ——— 





each number, much more enthusi- 


7] | astic than that which attended the 


‘recent “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
shows at the same house, proved 
unmistakably that UN jazz fans, 
those in Tokyo at least, favor the 
hot and solid over the cool and 
evanescent. 


Miss Middleton shared with Arm- | 


| strong the most tumultuous mitting 

of the day with her 
| danced delivery of 
| Back in Town.” 


“Dumb, Dumb Dummy” and “My 


Desire” were also hiZghspots of the 


shows. 


Backing up the other members | 


of the band in their solo work, 
Satchmo displayed another side of 
| his work, interpolating quiet ac- 


riotiously | 
“Fat Mama’s | 
Their duets to | 





cents which set off tHe solorists but; named were Al Schendel (Seat- 
never got in the way. Barney|tle), Vito Samela_ (Scranton), 
|Bigard on clarinet and Trummy | Steve Strohmann (Philjdelphia), 
Young on trombone did most of Apdy Miele (Newark) and assist- 











the solo work when Armstrong was! ant manager Chris Drake (Bos- 
/not spotted. Bassman Milton Hin- ton). 
ton soloed in “How High the = 
Moon.” epee 

After shows to the Japanese at) LEROY 
Tokyo, the band went south for | 


dates in Osaka, Kobe and Nagoya. | ANDERSON 


e Lars with hus greatest yet... 











| 
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| Capitol 
—_™ Continued from page 39 er 


cal regions under the direction of | 
a regional manager of branch op- 
erations. The managers will be 
responsible for the supervision of 
all branches in their territory. Re- 














MILLS MUSIC, INC. | 





gional managers named last week | 











were Floyd Bittaker (Los An. | 
geles), Ray Marchbanks (Dallas), | 


Al Latauska (Chicago), Al Ru-| 
bino (New York) and Paul Fea-. 
therstone (Boston). 
The sales and promotion activi- | 
ties have been assigned to seven 
geographical districts, each han- 
dled by a district sales and promo- | 
tion manager. Ed Nielsen, Ivan | 
Conwell, Mike Maitland, Max Cal- 
lison, Don Comstock, William Tal- 
lant and Irv Jerome were named 
sales and promotion managers: 
Other appointments, which will | 
take effect Jan. 1, are in the} 


Going to Be Big 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


“FREDDIE 
THE LITTLE 
FIR TREE”’ 


Gene Autry 
Columbia +40092—#172 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 








: 9109 Sunset Blvd. Hollywood 
branch manager field. Those | 
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season’s in 
full swing 







and tis Sua SP 


holiday greetings 









MURRAY BAUM 
personal manager 
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ALL AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
ALL | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS 
(is my two front teeth) 
AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
AT CHRISTMASTIME 
AT THE SANTA CLAUS PARADE 
BABES IN TOYLAND 
BECAUSE IT’S CHRISTMAS 
BOOGIE WOOGIE SANTA CLAUS 
CAROL OF THE CHRISTMAS CHIMES 
CAROL OF THE LITTLEST ANGEL 
CHRIST 1S BORN 
CHRISTINE, THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
CHRISTMAS (long, long ago upon 
a winter night) 
CHRISTMAS 
CHRISTMAS ALLELUIA 
A CHRISTMAS ALLELUIA 
CHRISTMAS AND YOU 
THE CHRISTMAS BALL 
CHRISTMAS BELLS 
CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE RINGING 
CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
CHRISTMAS CANDLES 
CHRISTMAS CAROL - 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY THE 
OLD CORRAL 
CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE 
A YEAR 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
CHRISTMAS DREAMING (a little 
early this year) 
CHRISTMAS ECHOES 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
CHRISTMAS EVE SONG 
CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 
A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
CHRISTMAS HYMN 
CHRISTMAS IN KILLARNEY 
CHRISTMAS IN MY HEART 
CHRISTMAS INTROIT 
CHRISTMAS !S FOR CHILOREN 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
CHRISTMAS. LOVE 
CHRISTMAS LULLABY 
CHRISTMAS MARCH 
CHRISTMAS MORN 
CHRISTMAS MORNING 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC BOX 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT IN HARLEM 
CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY 
CHRISTMAS ON THE FARM 
CHRISTMAS POLKA 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
CHRISTMAS RHAPSODY 
CHRISTMAS ROSES 
CHRISTMAS SERENADE 
CHRISTMAS SONG 
THE CHRISTMAS SONG 
(merry Christmas to you) 
THE CHRISTMAS SPELL 
CHRISTMAS STORY 
A CHRISTMAS SYMBOL ° 
THE CHRISTMAS SYMPHONY 
CHRISTMAS TIME 
CHRISTMAS TIME’S THE TIME 
FOR LOVE 
CHRISTMAS TOYS’ PARADE 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
(sweet Angie) THE CHRISTMAS 
} TREE ANGEL 
(round the) CHRISTMAS TREE 
AT HOME 
CHRISTMAS VARIATIONS 
(before you know it) CHRISTMAS 
WILL BE HERE . 
CHRISTMAS WITHOUT YOU 
A CHRISTMAS WREATH 
DANCE OF THE DOLLS 
DAWN OF CHRISTMAS DAY 
DEAR MISTER SANTA CLAUS 
DEAR SANTA CLAUS 
DEAREST SANTA 


D0 YOU BELIEVE IN SANTA CLAUS? 
DOLL DANCE 











DON'T WAIT TILL THE NIGHT, 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
EVERYWHERE, EVERYWHERE 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT 

HANG UP YOUR CHRISTMAS 
STOCKING 

THE HAPPIEST CHRISTMAS FOR ME 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS, LITTLE FRIEND 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS MORNING 

HAPPY HOLIDAY iy 

HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE (4 \ 
CHRISTMAS 

HE'LL BE COMIN’ DOWN THE V/, 
CHIMNEY 

HELLO, MISTER KRINGLE 

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS 

(right down Santa Clause Lane) 

HE'S A CHUBBY LITTLE FELLOW 

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

1 BELIEVE IN SANTA CLAUS 

1 CAN'T WAIT 'TIL CHRISTMAS DAY 


(1 tan't wait ‘til Quith-muth Day) rf ue BE r | 
/ertory provides t 









1 DIDN'T BELIEVE 1N SANTA CLAUS ag / 
(till the day he gave me you) y Yi Bie ‘. 
1 DON'T WANT A LOT FOR Wy il 
CHRISTMAS Ye greatest collection 
1 DON'T WANT TO BE ALONE FOR Ow ©” 
CHRISTMAS B 
1 DREAMED OLD SANTA LOST eae 





1M GOING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
I'M GONNA MISS YOUR KISS ON 
CHRISTMAS 
IT'S BEGINNING TO LOOK LIKE 
CHRISTMAS 
IT'S CHRISTMAS 
IT'S MERRY CHRISTMAS TIME 
I'VE GOT THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
{VE HAD A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
THE JINGLE BELL POLKA 
JINGLE BELLS BOOGIE WOOGIE 
JOLLY, JOLLY JINGLE 
THE JOLLY OLD MAN IN THE BRIGHT 
RED SUIT (and the whiskers on 
his chin) 
JOLLY OLD SAINT NICHOLAS 
KISSES FOR CHRISTMAS 
ET iT SNOW. LET IT SNOW. 
LET iT SNOW 
LET'S HAVE AN 
™ OLD-FASHIONED 
CHRISTMAS 
LETTER TO 












of 








3 : SANTA CLAUS 
: hk li RE LITTLE BOY 
fo iday SOngS for - ES ed THAT SANTA 


HIS REINDEER eR Bis . eb 
Goes ' mega | TTLE 
a every typ Qe oF use. CHRISTMAS 


§ HEARD THE BELLS ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
| SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA 
CLAUS 


§ TOLD SANTA TO BRING ME YOU Wi. 
§ WANNA SQUEEZE YOUR RED NOSE, 
SANTA 

| WANT A CHRISTMAS DRUM 

| WANT A DOG (for Christmas) 

1 WANT AN OLD-FASHIONED 
CHRISTMAS 

+ WANT YOU FOR CHRISTMAS 

VD LIKE TO FIND YOU IN MY 

STOCKING (when | wake up 
Christmas Morn) 

V0 LIKE TO HITCH A RIDE WITH 
SANTA CLAUS 





bers of the Socie 





». world 


if THE BOYS COME HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS (we'll all have @ 
Happy New Year) @ 
iF EV'RY DAY WAS CHRISTMAS 
(and ev'ry oe was New Year's 
ve) 


Season's Greetings 
and best wishes for’a 
Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 


e 






a 
IF | WERE SANTA CLAUS 
IF | WERE SANTA CLAUS FOR 
~ A DAY ? 
IF IT DOESN'T SNOW ON 
CHRISTMAS 
NLL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 


575 MADISON AVENUE, NE 


..- 3,00 mem- 


extend to their friends 
_ in the entertainment 
















DONKEY 
LITTLE JACK 
FROST GET LOST 
THE LITTLE RAG 
7 DOLL WITH THE 
BySHOE BUTTON EYES 
@ LITTLE RED RIDING 
7 HOOD'S CHRISTMAS 
TREE 
LITTLE TOY TOWN 
PARADE 
THE LITTLE RED TRAIN WHO 
SAID AH-CHOO! 
LITTLEST ANGEL’S CHRISTMAS 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
MERRY CHRISTMAS DARLING 
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 
MERRY CHRISTMAS MORNING 
THE MERRY CHRISTMAS POLKA 
MERRY CHRISTMAS WALTZ 
THE MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
POLKA 
MERRY TEXAS CHRISTMAS, YOU ALL 
MISTER.SNOWMAN 
MISTLETOE KISS 
THE MISTLETOE SONG 
MRS. SANTA CLAUS 
A MUSICAL CHRISTMAS CARD 
MY CHRISTMAS WISH 
NEW CHRISTMAS MORNING 
HALLELUJAH 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
IN TEXAS, THAT IS 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTVAS 
SONG 
A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM 
LA NOCHE BUENA (Christmas Eve) 
NOW IS THE TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 
ON THIS CHRISTMAS DAY 
ONLY THING | WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS IS JUST TO KEEP 
THE THINGS I'VE GOT 
PICNIC IN THE SNOW 
(the toys gave a party for) 
POPPA SANTA CLAUS 
PUT A LITTLE GAL IN MY STOCKIN’ 
RED CHEEKS AND WHITE WHISKERS 
RED, WHITE AND BLUE CHRISTMAS 
ROLLING IN THE SNOW 
ROOT'N, TOOT'N SANTA CLAUS 
RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED 
REINDEER 
SANTA CLAUS 






ty 









al 


W YORK 22, WN. Y. 








SANTA CLAUS BALLET 
SANTA CLAUS BLUES 
THE SANTA CLAUS EXPRESS 
SANTA CLAUS FOR PRESIDENT 
SANTA CLAUS GOT STUCK IN 
MY CHIMNEY 
SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN’ TO TOWN 
SANTA CLAUS IS RIDIN’ THE 
TRAIL 
SANTA CLAUS LOOKS LIKE MY 
DADDY 


SANTA CLAUS LULLABY 

THE SANTA CLAUS PARADE 

SANTA CLAUS’ PARTY 

SANTA, DEAR SANTA 

SANTA FOUND A LITTLE LAMB 

SANTA GOT STUCK IN THE 
CHIMNEY 

SANTA, SANTA, SANTA 

SANTA SERENADE 

SANTA WATCHES LITTLE CHILDREN 

SANTA'S HELPER 

SANTE'S ON HIS WAY 

SANTA'S ON THE WAY 

SANTA'’S PARADE 

SEND ME YOUR LOVE FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

SHAKE HANDS WITH SANTA CLAU 

SILVER BELLS 

SING A SONG OF SANTA CLAUS 

SLEIGH BELL SERENADE 

SLEIGH BELL TIME 

SLEIGH BELLS IN THE SNOW 

SLEIGH RIDE 

SNOW DEER 

SNOWFLAKES 

THE SNOWW.AN 

SNOWMAN 

SONG OF THE BELLS 

SONG OF CHRISTMAS 

SONG OF THE SLEIGH BELLS 

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

SUZ7Y SNOWFLAKE 

THE TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 

THAT CHRISTMAS FEELING 

THATS WHAT CHRISTMAS -MEANS 

TO ME 


HATS WHAT | WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

THERE iS NO CHRISTMAS LIKE 
& HOME CHRISTMAS 

THERE LL ALWAYS BE A 
CHRISTMAS 

THERES A CHRISTMAS TREE IN 

HEAVEN 
THIRTY-TWO FEET AND EIGHT 


ITTLE TAILS 


"TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS 

UNCLE MISTLETOE 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

WHAT Al | GONNA DO THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

WHATCHA GONNA GET VE FOR 
CHRISTMAS? 

WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES 

WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES TO 


OUR HOUSE 
WHEN IT’S CHRISTMAS ON TRE 
ANGE 
WHEN SANTA CLAUS GETS YOUR 
LETTER 


WHITE CHRISTMAS 

WHO SANTA CLAUS 

WHY DOESN'T SANTA CLAUS GO 
NEXT DOOR 

NINTER WONDERLAND 

A YANKEE CHRISTMAS 
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AGVA Prexy Defies AFM in Pitt; 


So Tooters Won't Back His Act 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 
Jackie Bright, national president 


of AGVA, is working the Carousel | Davis put the embargo into effect 
this week, but without any musical | to retaliate against platter spinners 
accompaniment. The minute he! fer their growing sideline of run- 


makes guest appearances on local 


disk jockey 


shows. 


On Nov. 


COMPLAINTS CUE NEW 


city’s niteries 





walks on the s.age, Herman Mid-!/ning teenage dances to recorded | girls were being overworked. 


dieman’s house band walks Off on 
orders of Hal Davis, president of 
AFM Local 60. 

This is a result of Bright’? de- 
sire to make a test case of Davis’ 
order forbidding Pittsburgh musi- 


cians from playing for any act that | 


music, which Davis claims has put| [py 
a lot of musickers out of work. 


days ahead of his opening last 


additional to regular 


| |hearsal time, the new setup pro- 
| Bright came in town a couple of; vides that they can work only 
three hours at band rehearsal and 
‘night (Mon.) at the Carousel and | two hours at dress rehearsal, with 
‘told Joe Deane, of KQV, that he! 12 hours’ free time between shows. 
(Continued on page 52) 


‘Scale for six days is $100. 


VEGAS CHORINES SKED 


Las Vegas, Dec. 22. 
From now on, chorines in this 
may not be re- 
hearsed more than 15 hours for 
30, any show. New ruling was an- 
nounced by AGVA chief Eddie Rio 
jas a result of complaints that the 











thank You HARRY MORRIS 


FOR MAKING THIS TRIP POSSIBLE 


COLONY 


Restaurant 


London 
England 


PIGALLE 


Restaurant 


London 
England 


LE DRAP 
D’OR 
Paris 
France 


A Special material by: 
RUTH HUGHES AARONS 
JEANNIE BURNS 
LEE KUHN 


FOSTER AGENCY 
Piccadilly House 


Piccadilly Circus 


Gowns by: 


London, England 


Attention: 


MARGARET PENNINGTON 
MONICA BOYAR 


LESLIE MAC DONNELL 


TAVEL - MAROUANI 


24 Rue Marbuef 
Paris, France 


Personal Manager: HENRI GINE, ACA 
1697, Broadway, New York 


Thanks FRED HARRIS.for Arranging the Tour 





| take. In 


Vaughn Monroe, who gave up 
bandleading in favor of working 
as a singing single, has a gross- 
ing potential of $300,000 to $500,- 
000 annually, as against the $1,206,- 
000 he earned during his peak 
years as a maestro. However, ac- 
cording to the former maestro, he 
has the freedom to reject or accept 
engagements that he couldn’t as a 
batonist. Being a bandleader with 
a $7,000 weekly payroll didn’t en- 
able him to turn down any dates. 

Monroe,’ at this point, has a 
fairly steady income as a result of 
his taped shows with the Sauter- 
Finegan band for Camel cigs. In 
addition, he disks for RCA Victor, 
and bonifaces The Meadows, a 
nitery at Framingham, Mass., 
where he headlines a couple of 
times’ a year between other en 
gagements. 

This life is satisfactory to hin, 
Monroe said. Of course, he misses 
the associations he picked up as a 
touring maestro, but at the same 
time he’s devoid of the headaches. 
Monroe feels that he skimmed 
some of the best years in the band 


08) ‘Night’ Slim $9,700 


For Three in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 22. 


Olsen & Johnson’s new musical 
revue, “Oh! What aie Night!” 
grabbed a slim $9,700 in three 
| evenings (13-15) at the Civic Audi- 
|torium. Format is completely dif- 
| ferent from prior O & J editions. 


' 


| “Night” preemed here and then 
headed for Seattle, Vancouver and 
San Francisco. Sunday opening, 
pre-holiday season, and only fair 
campaign were blamed for local 
addition. t6 the two 
comics, cast includes June John- 
/son, Marty May, Beverly Dennis, 
| The Beachcombers (3) with Nata- 
lie, Mazzonne-Abbot Dancers (4), 
Jon Gregory Dancers (7) and oth- 
ers. 

United Attractions is booking 
the show for 14 nights throughout 
the Pacific Northwest. Al Forman 
heads the outfit. - 


Chaz Chase in Costly 


Xmas Revue for Scots 
Edinburgh, Dec. 22. 
Costliest Christmas revue ever 
staged at Lyceum Theatre here, 
“Starlight for You,’ has costumes 
alone worth $30,000. Show is pre- 











of the Howard & Wyndham group. 

It stars Chaz Chase, making his 
first visit to Edinburgh, Frances 
Day, Geraldo Orch., Alan & 
| Blanche Lund and Jack Radcliffe. 
Principal singer is William Dickie, 
ex-Sadler’s Wells Opera Co. Others 
in big cast are the 


Helen Norman, BiHy Dick and 


by T. Heath Joyce. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Dec. 22. 
Without fanfare annual pre- 
| Christmas visit was made at the 
| Variety Clubs-Will Rogers Hospi- 
{tal by Joe McCarthy, Joe Dwyer, 
| Joe Sinclari, John Garvey and 








|other IATSE boys from Local No. 
1. All members of the institutions’ 
| personnel received an appropriate 
cash gift, a yearly gesture from 
| this group. The “We the Patients” 
/committee, consisting of Bob (Mel- 
| lo-Larks) Smith, chairman, assist- 
ed by Murray Kissen, William Joy- 
|ner, Jackie Fondran, Elise Rivera 
| and Larry Quinn, are preparing the 
coming Christmas Eve party. Top 
|}entertainment has been booked. 
| Don Blair, WNBZ deejay, will act 
jas Santa Claus. 

| Murray (& Burns) Kissen_ re- 
| ceived a multitude of greetings, 
| telegrams and a special nod and 
| kudos over radio station WNBZ in 
honor of his birthday, 

Ivan Anneberg, circulation direc- 
tor of the N. Y. Daily News, and 
Jennie Reed (Mrs. Otto Hayman) 
in for the Murray Kissen birthday 
shindig. 

As per annual custom, Sophie 
Tucker greeted every patient of 
the Will Rogers hospital and the 
downtown colony with her nifty 
Album 50th Anniversary Yuletide 
| card. : 





| 
\ Write to those who are ill. 


sented by Stewart Cruikshank, boss } 


Charmony | 
Three, Marion Wilson, Bill Fraser, | 


Pamela Wardell. Show is produced | 


Life as Single Suits Vaughn Monroe: 
Can Gross Up to $500,000 Annually 


business. Those times are 
perhaps not forever, but the 
field is a tough propositior 
days. 


£one, 
band 
n these 


Goodbye Viaveling 

Before his exit, Monroe Pointed 
out, jumps on onenighters had be. 
come lengthy some being as much 
as 400 miles daily. Even with such 
traveling, it was sometimes impos- 
sible to fill up a Monday night 
He contrasted this with his ex. 
periences during the lush war 
years, when in Ohio, for example, 
there were about 20 dates in about 
200 miles. The end of the war elim. 
inated most shoestring promoters 
dates become more distant from 
each other and the bands had to 
travel longer routes to get the nec. 
essary number of engagements, 
and for less money. 

As a Single, he is relieved of all 
these headaches, Monroe | said, 
Most of the coin he takes in is eare 
marked for him. He no longer hag 
the responsibilities of a tremen- 
dous payroll, singers, etc. The 
way he operates now, he can pick 
up a nice piece of change for a 
half-hour’s work at a club date, 
He can hit the top spots, such as 
Las Vegas, the name clubs and 
hotels. His manager, Willard Alex- 
ander, books him so that his dates 
are faisly near those of the Sauter- 
Finegan band, so that they can get 
together to tape their Camel show, 

Like every other singer, Monroe 
hopes to get a video show. How- 
ever, he pointed out, the top male 
singers are without their own ses- 
sion. Frank Sinatra, Frankie 
Laine, Tony Martin and others are 
on the guest show route at this 
point. None of them has a regular 
program. Trick, he says, is to get 
a gimmick. He’s looking. But 
while looking, he’s skimming the 
top of the nitery, hotel and cafe 
circuits. 











Season’s Greetings 


MIMI 
WARREN 


and her Trio 





Currently— 
| Return Engagement 


CAFE ALBERT, N. Y. 


Through January 9th 


3rd Return Engagement 


oe 
CLUB ONE TWO 
" TORONTO 
January 11 to February 13 


Management: 


ED FLAHERTY 
310 East 55th Street, New York 
Telephone PLaza 5-9298 








MERRY CHRISTMAS — 
— HAPPY NEW YEAR 


TOMMY 
THOMPSON 


HAMMOND ORGANIST 
100 


Consecutive Weeks at the 
CARLTON HOTEL 


ROCHESTER, MINN. 
Booking Direct, or Thru Any Agen! 
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Big Shows With Names, Minus Dirt, 


Will Bring ‘Em in, Sex Buffalo Op 





only way to get potential + 
wear customers out of the house 
is by giving them big shows, ac- 
cording to Harry Altman, who op- 
erates the Town Casino, Buffalo, 
in conjunction with Harry Wallens. 
Altman, who was in New York last 
week on a talent-buying binge, has 
lined up one of the strongest act 
setups in recent years In an effort 
to entice trade at a time when 
customers would ordinarily stay 
away and concentrate on Christ- 
mas shopping. 

Altman has bought Pear! Bailey, 
starting Dec. 28; Julius LaRosa, 
Jan. 4; Marilyn Maxwell and Kirby 
Stone Quinet, Jan. 11; Patti Page, 
Jan. 18; Eartha Kitt, Tommy Ed- 
wards and Carmen Cavallaro, Jan. 
26: Tommy & Jimmy Dorsey, Feb. 
15: Joni James, Feb. 22; Gordon 
MacRae, Feb. 29, and Tony Martin 
& Alan King for April 19. 

Altman declares that in recent 
years the nightclub owners have 
had to contend with the fiercest 
competition that the industry has 
encountered—video. Consequently, 
a cafe must provide shows that are 
not only laden with names, but at 
prices that will bring in virtually 
everybody. 

Another point that Altman 
stressed was the fact that shows 
must be clean. A nitery owner, he 
claimed, cannot afford to cut off 
the «family trade. At _ inflated 
budgets, he’s got to have a show 
that encompasses all tastes, and 
he feels that he eliminates a par- 
ticular segment of his _ business 
when word gets around that maid- 
en aunts can’t be taken to the 
spot. 

Altman is lining up as many top- 
notchers as he can. He wants to be 
sure of a steady supply of lures, 
inasmuenh as he feels that in a city 
of 650,000 without too much con- 
vention trade, he’s got to bombard 
the populace with some of the best 
buys in the cafe business. 


ALBERGHETTI’S 736 
FOR 18 CAFE WEEKS 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Total of 18 weeks of cafe work, 
beginning in March, has been lined 
up for Anna Maria Alberghetti, 
who'll get a total of $73,250 for the 
dates. 


Nitery tour starts March 3 at the 
Sahara, Las Vegas, for three weeks. 
She goes from there to the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel, Chicago; Town 
Casino, Buffalo; Italian Village, 
San Francisco; Brown Palace, Den- 
ver, and Hotel Pierre in N. Y. 


Hale to Do Ice ‘Holiday’; 
No ‘Capades’ Sub Set Yet 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Chester Hale, who produced 
more than a dozen editions of ‘‘Ice 
Capades,” will now produce “Holi- 
day on Ice.” Deal was consummated 
last week, 

Successor to Hale for “Ice 
Capades” hasn’t been set as yet. 
It's expected that a topper for the 
John Harris production will be 
named at a meeting slated on the 
Coast this week. 


New Fort Worth Spot 


Joins Private Clubs 


Fort Worth, Dec. 22. 
The trend of private clubs has 
made its appearance here with the 
bow of the Penthouse Club, atop 
the Fortune Arms Apartment Ho- 
tel. Johnny Cola and his three- 
piece combo play for dancing with 
Ralph Michelle, singing comedian, 
as floor show attraction. Cleve 
Duprey is manager of the spot. 
pe viembers of the Penthouse Club 
ke reciprocal privileges with 
Custon’s Trading Post and Dallas’ 
Bachelor Club. 


Follies’ 796, New Haven 


ie New Haven, Dec. 22. 
ce Follies” clicked off a hand- 














Honolulu Promoter In 
Tenn. Ernie Show Hassle 


Honolulu, Dec. 15. 

Ralph Yempuku, promoter and 
cafe operator, has been slapped 
with a $5,000 suit alleging breach 
of contract in connection with a 
performance of “The Tennessee 
Ernie Show.” Civilian Employes 
Assn. of Pearl Harbor claims that 
Yempuku was to provide a master 
of ceremonies, music for dancing, 
songs by one “Tennessee Ernie,” 
instrumental (guitar) music, a tum- 
bling act and a pantomime act— 
all for $800. 


Suit charges that a four-piece 
combo played unsatisfactorily; Er- 
nie absented himself at times dur- 
ing the evening to perform else- 
where; the tumbling act was cut 
substantially; and neither the M.C. 
nor guitar-picker showed up. 


Pitt USO Vauder Family, 
Downed at Sea Off Japan, 
Take It Easy Coming Home 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 
Local bookers will have to for- 
get about the dancing Evans Fam- 
ily, a popular Pittsburgh act. that 
keeps plenty busy around here at 
this time of season, for the holi- 
days. The four Evanses, father, 
mother, sister and brother, were to 
have planed in from their four- 
month USO tour of the Far East 
to work the Pitt Christmas-New 
Year’s show circuit, but decided 
against pushing their luck in the 
air any further and are coming 
home by boat, which won’t bring 
them back until around Jan. 1. 
Evans Family was in the plane 
with 25 others, USO entertainers 
and crew, that crashed in the Sea 
of Japan on Thanksgiving Day, all 
of them escaping miraculously 
with only minor bruises and hurts. 
In a letter to friends here, Mary- 
etta Evans, the sister, wrote: 
“What a wonderful Thanksgiving 
gift—our }' ves!” 
In view of the circumstances, 
Evanses decided to forget about the 
air lanes for the return, figuring 
they’d tempted the fates far 
enough. That’s why they’re re- 
turning by sea. Four Evans have 
been one of the most active acts 
on the USO rolls, both during and 
long after World War II. 








Les Compagnons de la Chanson, 
who arrives in the U. S. next week, 
will start a concert tour Jan. 5 at 
Gardner, Mass., and will play one 
cafe date, Thunderbird, Las Vegas, 
March 11, before returning to 
France. 








Roger Price 


has @ humorous piece on 


How to Get Into 
« Trouble 


* * * 


one of the many byline pieces in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Pretrial Exam 
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Pretrial examination is saa 
uled to start today (Wed.) in N. Y. 
Supreme Court in a $75,000 suit 
against Johnnie Ray and his man- 
ager, Bernie Lang, brought by 
publicist Art Franklin. Breach of 
contract action charges Ray and 
Lang failed to pay Franklin for 
publicity duties and for work done 
“above and beyond” normal pub- 
licity duties. 


Latter charge, which involves | 





another instance, Franklin charges, | 
he went to Detroit in September 
1952 to clear the way for an ap-'! 
pearance by Ray at the Fox The-! 
atre, and succeeded in countering | 
“unfavorable attitudes” by Detroit | 
newspapermen and disk jockeys. | 
So successful was Franklin's cam- | 


the mayor of Detroit to give Ray ' 
the keys to the city. 


worth $10,000. Largest chunk of | 
coin asked is for Franklin's alleged | 
arrival at a settlement of $20,000. 
in a suit threatened against Lang | 
by Al Green of Detrcit, who had | 
charged that he had an exclusive | 
management pact with Ray and | 


damages because Lang took over | 
Ray’s management. Franklin seeks 
$40,000 for his part in getting the 
settlement. 

Additional $9,300 is sought for | 
regular payment under the pub- | 
licity contract, which the com-| 
plaint charges was to run until | 
next March but was cancelled by | 
Ray and Lang on July 31, 1953. | 





Suit also seeks interest on the | 


‘amounts asked. i 





Urge Philly to Ease Legit, Cafe 
Blue Laws as Hypo to Tourist Biz 





Fraden Fracas May Spell 
Grief for Some N.Y. Spots 


The confession obtained by N.Y. 
police from Harlow Fraden and 
Dennis Wepman, who are accused 
of poisoning Fraden’s parents, is 
likely to cause a lot of grief for 
some hotels and several eateries. 
Police and the N.Y. State Alcoholic 


| Beverage Control Board are plan- | 
j ning to craek down on some of the | gram. 


spots mentioned by the duo. 

Most spots implicated by Fraden 
and Wepman are alleged to be 
homo hangouts. Although some 
prominent hotel bars are to be 


of the AC-DC set. 





Adler’s Hopes Raised By 
Pitt Nitery Appearance 
That Storm Is Passing 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 
Larry Adler’s experience during 
his nitery engagement here last 
week at Copa raised the harmonica 
star’s hopes that the pressure 
groups may at last be laying off 


asm, from the audiences. 


In view of Adler's recent history 
of cafe cancellations, following pro- 
tests from different organizations, 
Lenny Litman, owner of the Copa, 


half expected some kind of active 
the Adler engagement more than 


in. However, nothing at all devel- 


opposition. 

Adler himself, of course, was 
more than gratified and feels per- 
haps this may be a good sign. For 
last couple of years, he’s been 
working almost exclusively in Eu- 
rope but is most anxious to rees- 


try. 


OMAHA NEGRO NITERY SET 
Omaha, Dec. 22. 
Attorney Frederick S. Cassman 
and Jacqueline Tucker, both of 
Omaha, were named as incorpora- 
tors when papers for the Off Beat 
Club, Omaha Negro nitery, were 
filed last week with the Secretary 
of State in Lincoln. 
Assets were valued at $25,000. 





OUT SOON! 





The 


A8th Anniversary Number 


Forms closing shortly 


Special exploitation advantages 











— &ross in its annual stand at 
ne Arena last week, during an | 
eight-day stretch, 


eh laying to approximately 31,000 
‘iver blade enthusiasts, take hit 


ero wimated $79,000 on basis of 
$4.80 top, 


an 


A Boys Club benefit went SRO. 
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Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Easing of the Sunday ban on 
stage shows and sales of liquor was 
urged by J. Harry LaBrum, presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Chamber 
of Commerce, to increase tourist 
trade in the Quaker City. La Brum 
spoke at workshop session of the 
city’s Convention and Visitor Bu- 
reau, in the Hotel Adelphia, with 
merchants, hotel and restaurant 
men and heads of sightseeing at- 
tractions participating in the pro- 





; 


; LaBrum said Philadelphia’s out- 
|moded blue laws deter many visi- 
|} tors from staying here over week- 
| ends and an increase jn the tourist 


° 
| wr oer | business could mean a gain of 
r | scrutinized, no niteries are on the | ¢59 900,000 a year in revenue. 


jlist supplied by them. They said | 


e ithe spots with talent were just too | 
V Johnnie R ‘expensive for the average member | 
S. ay | 1,000,000 visitors a year, but that 


C. DeWitt Coffman, executive di- 
rector of the Convention Bureau, 
,said Philadelphia now entertains 


}the number could be raised to 4- 
| 5,000,000 within five years. Prin- 
;cipal targets of attack are the 
| state laws which prohibits “live” 
‘entertainment on Sunday and the 
| Saturday midnight closing for bars 


and cafes. 


| Paul J. McNamara, general man- 
| ager of the Warwick Hotel, said 
;the Pennsylvania Hotel Assn. is 
| preparing legislation to ease the 


| Sunday prohibitions. 
The Cafe Owners Assn. of Great- 


$65,000 of the coin demanded, cen-| him and giving him a chance to|er Philadelphia was not present at 
ters around Franklin's claim that! earn a living in this country. Not|the workshop session officially. 
he helped originate the Johnnie | 4 single untoward incident took | Philadelphia members of the cafe 
Ray Foundation for Hard of Hear-| place at the Copa as a result of group are all for ending the Sat- 
ing Children to counteract un-/ the Adler booking and there wasn’t | urday midnight closing law. which 
favorable “rumors” about Ray. In/a peep, only the greatest enthusi- |robs them of two hours tn the 


lnight of heaviest business. South 
| Jersey members of the cafe group, 
| however, which profit by their late 
| Saturday night and Sunday opera- 
ition, are not so enthusiastic about 
ithe repeal of Pennsylvania's Sun- 


| resistance when he first announced day chosing law. 





paign, complaint says, that he got | a week before the performer came | ARTIE SHAW TO REOPEN 


/oped. Litman insists he didn't re- | 

Foundation idea, Franklin's com- | ceive one letter or phone call and | 
plaint says, was worth $15,500,! nothing took place during Adler's | 
while the Detroit campaign was) entire stay to suggest any kind of | 


ENCORE ROOM IN CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
| Encore Room, an upstairs Loop 
‘bistro adjoining the Preview 
| Lounge, is* tabbed te reopen on 
‘Jan. 8 with Artie Shaw and his 
|Gramercy Five, under a new pol- 
‘icy initiated by bonifaces Milt 
‘Schwartz and Ralph Mitchell. 


who threatened to sue for $500,000 | tablish himself in his native coun- | Nitery, onetime rumba boite under 


/name of Omar Room, converted 
‘name and plan last fall but suc- 
| cumbed to weak response after two 
| weeks. 

| Initial bill spotlighted Al Mor- 
gan and aimed at a semi-chichi 
i following. New plan, still unde- 
|; veloped, is to showcase regular 
'vaude talent alternately with jaz 
' combos of topdrawer stature. Room 
is being redecorated, still seats 300, 
|and is aiming at late liquor trade. 
'Shaw is pegged for four weeks. 
| Max Cooper, erstwhile Black Or- 
| chid publicist, is handling flackery. 


| Kaycee Muny Aud in Red 
For 3616 on Year’s Run 


i 

| Kansas City, Dec. 22. 

| The city-owned Municipal Audi- 
}torium wound up the iast fiscal 
| year (ending April 30, 1953) with 
a loss of $361,000, according to a 
|report of the city auditor's office. 
| The amount is tabbed as $129,000 
| operating loss, the difference be- 
tween revenue from rentals and 
‘concession cuts and the cost of 
keeping the place open, and $232,- 
'000 non-operating expenses. 

The auditorium held 1,194 events 
of various kinds, with a total at- 
tendance of 1.906.000 for the year. 
These included Philharmonic Or- 
|chestra concerts, legits and musi- 
| cals, circuses, basketball, conven- 
,tions and others, making the hall 
| the centre of sports and show busi- 
i ness attractions here. 

The centre was not designed as 
a profit maker, according to Clar- 
;ence Hoff, director. If credit were 
given for free rental to civic events 





(including the orchestra) about 
/ $70,000 would be added to the in- 
come and the net loss reduced that 
much, the auditors reported. Audi- 
torium never has made money, 
with the exception of war years, 
, when the Exhibition Hall ‘down- 
stairs floor) was leased to the Gov- 
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Bill Taub Scores in AGVA Hassle; 
Chiquita & Johnson’s Visa Extension? 


The legal tangle 
around William L. Taub, personal he would oppose the application. 
manager of dancers Chiquita. & | Visa of the duo expired last week 
Jobnsen, teok a unique twist last | and Taub, who employs the danc- 
week with application by a nitery}ers under a contract which calls 
owner that visa of the act to re-| for 30 weeks’ payments at $1,250 
main in tre U. S. be extended. during the first year, and $1,750 
| during ‘the second year, announced 


a = 





Honolulu All-Nite Spot 
Defies AC-DC Set Ban 


Honoluiu, Dee. 22. 

Despite Licuor Commission's ban 
on female impersonators. down- 
town Biue Note is packing ‘em in 
with the limpwristers. All-night 
spot, which closes at 6 am., is 
operated by Ed Sartain, of the more 
conventional Brown Derby, who 
serves no liquor at the nearby Blue 
Note. 

General conservatism of Hono- 
lulu daily newspapers doesn't ex- 
tend to their advertising depart- 
ments, which allow Sartain to ad- 
Vertise “Femaie impersonators— 
talent galore.” 

Spot's main draw is from serv- 
icemen still seeking entertainment 
after bars close ‘1 a.m. weeknights. 


SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 
(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St.. Mew York 
Plaza 7-6300 



































COMEDY MATERIAL 
For Al Branches of Thestr cols 


FUN-MASTER 


THE OnicliAl SHOW-SIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service ef the STARS? 
First 13 fites 35.06—Alil 35 isswes $28 
Singty: $1.85 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—Ne Skipping! 
@ 3 Sks. PARODIES. per beok $19 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ss e@ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT SKS... es. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK for Stags) $3¢ @ 
How TSO nentte * HWE CEREMONIES 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS. $366. Werth ever s thousand 


Me C.0.D.'s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W S4th St. New York 19—Depi. V 
Circie 17-1138 

















_. . from the desk of 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 
Comedy Materia! 3 its Sest 
Bx. of “BEST COMEDY BITS” 
S$ Criginal Acts—t5 
94 Hill Street Troy. N.Y. 
(‘The Mirthplace of Show Biz) 











| he would not file for extension. 
Taub last week got a temporary 
injunction restraining the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists from 
placing or continuing to maintain 


fair’ list, or from inducing the 
dancers to refuse to perform at 
places designated by Taub, or from 
persuading an agency not to book 
them. However, union says it has 
never been served, consequently, 


the temporary injunction doesn’t | 


apply to them. 

Taub claims that through his ef- 
forts the team was admitted to the 
U. S.. even though previously they 
couldn't get in, despite the fact 
that they had a sixmonth contract 
at the Latin Quarter, N. Y. He 
says that at no time did he have 
difficulty with team until AGVA 
stepped into the picture and want- 
ed to “impose their will on him.” 
Taub also said that he doesn’t rec- 
ognize AGVA as having any juris- 
diction over him 

Since Taub refused to press for 
extension of visa, AGVA says the 
entire case is in an awkward light. 
Taub’s temporary injunction forces 
the dancers to live up to their con- 
tractual obligations to the Moulin 
Rouge, Hollywood, opening Christ- 
mas day and other spots where 
they have working agreements. To 
live up to their contracts which 
Taub engineered for them. they 
have to remain in this country. So 
far. Taub hasn't applied for an ex- 
tension of their visa and stated he 
will oppose application of exten- 
sion put in by anyone else. AGVA 
refused to name the boniface who 
is applying for permission to re- 
main in the U. S. However, Taub 
stated that he will apply for exten- 
sion only if they sign certain docu- 
ments which he feels are necessary 
toward the continuation of rela- 
tions between them. He is seeking 
power of attorney, which AGVA 
says would mean ful! control of the 
money the dancers earn. 

Last week, Taub also figured in 
another case. He obtained a 
$10,000 judgment in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court against Yolanda Mon- 
tez, who is now in South America. 
Miss Montee some time ago made 
a $6,000 settlement with Taub to 
be paid in two instaliments. When 
the installments were not paid, 
Taub, according to terms of the 
original settlement 
pressed for payment of the full 
$10,000 amount which the court 
awarded him. Taub also obtained 
an injunction against Miss Montez 
restraining her from working for 
anyone but himself. 
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“$TOP SHOWS NGHTLY” 


— Kansas City Star. Nov. 22 


Just Caneluded: EDDYS' KC 
Curreatly: EL RAMCHO VEGAS 


Direction 
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agreement, | 


Bob Ellis, Ex-CBS in D.C., 


Bows Virgin Isle Nitery 


St. Thomas, V.I., Dec. 22. 
Sugar time and the living is 
easy, down where the trade winds 
blow. After dark, tourists visiting 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, now 


have a new nitery, the Town Club, 
bowing in on the night of Dec. 26. 
The site is an old molasses factory 
warehouse in downtown market- 
place of the historic town where 
Black Beard, the pirate, clinked 





doubloons and glasses of rum 
yo-ho! 

Town Club is owned and op-| 
erated by Bob Ellis, former CBS) 





/announcer from Washington, D. C.,/ feels that the current situation in | 
Taub’s name on the union's “un- | 





Jack Irving Gets Brunt of Complaints 
In Chicago Dryup of Employment 


: Chicago, Dee. 22. 

With work diminishing in the 
Chicago area, a feeling of resent- 
ment is increasing against Jack 
Irving, now national administrator 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 
self felt by some action by the Chi- 
cago branch at the forthcoming na- 


'tional board meeting next month 


in New York. 
Chi branch of the actors union 


Resentment may make it- | 


| work opportunities for acts have 
| diminished, and many acts. are hay. 
| ing a hard time. Condition has pe. 
come so acute that at least one na. 
tional board member was forced to 
work for agents on the unfair list, 
Drsaageionoage it’s believed, has given 
| the town less employment oppor- 
| tunities for acts than at any time 
, in history. 
Membership ts especially resent- 


who made a few nuggets along the Windy City is a direct result of | ful because of the fact that adher. 


Florida's Gold Coast as a singer. | Irving’s attitude while he was sta-| ence to AGVA national rules in 


Two years ago he began manage-| tioned in Chicago. 


During the en- 


ment of the Mahogany Club in| tire tenure of office, of about 10 
partnership with his wife, the for-| years, Irving never signed mini-| ers claim that had Irving forced 
mer Christine (Ceecee) Cromwell,| mum basic agreements with Chi- i 


Dodge heiress. 


rected the scenery. 








Now he’s devel-| cago operators. 
oped his own club and Ceecee di- | got the operators accustomed to 


Feeling is that he 
conditions where they didn’t have 


to post bonds or bother about mini- 
mum salaries or number of shows 


Thus, when the union decreed 


Hagenbeck Cir CUS | they could work an act. 


| that the Chicago area would have | 


Folds, Zoo Holds 


Hamburg, Dec. 22. 

The Hagenbeck Circus of Ger-| 
many, probably the oldest of the | 
big tops, has disbanded. Circus, | 


to work under an AGVA minimum 


basic agreement, there was wide- | 


spread rebellion among operators. 
Calumet City is on strike and many 


| agents have been put on the unfair | 
| list. 


With spots and agents on strike, 





founded in 1887 by Carl Hagen- | e 

beck, who founded a circus dynasty | Ny E Boo 

which ultimately found its way to’ OW ve S 
Sd es 


the U. S. (Hagenbeck-Wallace Cir-| 
cus), was forced to close because 
huge operating costs approximat- 
ing 7,000 marks ($1.700) daily was! 
far above the show’s income. ' 
The circus. which had been op- 
erated by Lorenz, son of the found- 
er. and Carl Heinrich, a nephew, 
ealled it quits after a tour of 
France, Belgium and Germany. 
The family will continue to op-— 
erate their Stellingen Zoo at Ham- 
burg. where they will also train’! 
animals. The Hagenbecks found | 
the operating problems virtually 
insurmountable. Admissions were 
the same as the prewar years, but 
they were fearful of raising admis- 
sion prices 
weren't earning more money. Thus 
even with a capacity house, where 
there were 6,000 children, gross 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 22. 

Nightclubs in Pitt looking to the 
annual New Year's Eve shot in the 
arm may be in for a rude awaken- 
ing next week. Reservations are 
slower than they've been in a long 
time and operators all over town 
are plenty worried. Usually by now 
they’re able to see their heads 
sticking above water, but bookings 
are not even close to that point 
at the moment and from the looks 
of things the cafe belt’s going to 


, be a pretty anemic place when the 


because the people | 


bells ring in the new. 


Tipoff may have come from local 
bookers, who usually are busier 


' than one-armed paper-hangers lin- 


. amounted to $700, far below the 


| daily nut. 

Size of the circus also increased. 
Prewar, two trains were needed, 
' and toward the end the circus had 


to use three. Freight costs doubled ! 


those before the war. Also, the 
problem of feeding animals had 
become acute. Tigers, for example, 
consumed 17 pounds of horsemeat 
daily. Fish had to be imported 
great distances for the animals. | 
Prewar, the circus had permanent 
quarters in Vienna. When these 
burned down the only alternative 
was to tour, which had become 
' extremely expensive. At the same 
time, competition was fierce. The 
show had to compete against ice 
revues, sporting events, carnivals 
and other circuses. 

The American branch of the 
Hagenbeck family, which was as- 
sociated with the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace circus, sold out to the Ring- 
lings some years ago. 


ing up talent for Christmas parties. 
Not this year, however, Ten-per- 


| centers report little or no demand, 
,and whatever shindigs are being | 


held are doing without entertain- 
ment. 

Although tariffs for New Year's 
Eve are comparatively reasonable, 
there’s very little buying, and it 


| begins to lock as if most of the 


celebrating will be done in private, 


in homes, country clubs, ete, Un- 


less there’s a last-minute rush for 
reservations, the headaches on 


| New Year’s Day around here won't | 


be the exclusive result of hang- 


, overs, but leftovers. 


_ former years would have prevent- 
ed this condition. Many perform. 


; the operators to sign basic azgree- 
|ments, established good working 
| conditions and forced the ops to 
} post bonds during the boom years, 
, neither the performers in the area 
, nor the union would be in its pres. 
'ent situation. In the lush years 
, the operators would have been 
more amenable to signing with the 
| union, since failure to get a steady 
supply of acts in those days would 
— meant considerable financial 
oss. 








“Where Show Business Meets’ 
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20% DISCOUNT 
| TO SHOW FOLKS’ 








& MUSICIANS 
AT THE 


“SHOWBUSINESS CORNER’ 


Cabana Club Facilities 








Special 
Permanent Rates 
from $17.50 Weekly 


Transient rooms 
also available. 









55% ST. 
New York, N.Y. 
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Ralph Hamrick, Mor. 
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Just Concluded—CHEZ PAREE—Montreal 


Currently Held Over—ELEGANTE—New York 
Mgt.: Sol Tepper—RKO Bidg. 
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FOSTERS AGENCY 
London 


“1 feel I’m on my way back to America already!’’ 


Publicity 
PHILIP RIDGEWAY ASSOC., LTD. 
69/71 Monmouth Street 
London, W.C.2. 


TESSIE O’SHEA 


Sends Greetings from her successful tour of the U. S. Zone of Germany 








Tessie. 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
New York 


















































































BURGLARY 


DOMINIQUE is wanted for 
BREAKING ALL RECORDS 


at the 
LATIN QUARTER, new York 
April 4- May 8 
and at the 


ANKARA, Pittsburgh 


September 28- October 18 








DOMINIQUE is wanted for 
SLAYING THE AUDIENCE 


at the 


RIVERSIDE, Reno 


January 15- February 13 
and at the 


5 O'CLOCK CLUB, miomi 


December 10+ December 22 


Currently 
BELIEVED TO BE OPERATING AT— 


OULIN ROUGE 


HOLLYWOOD 
if Apprehended, Contact: 


“TONY AZZI, Personal Manager Accessory 1° 
124 _— a York / WILLIAM MORRIS AG 
ofalgar 
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Acts 


/ample tenor pipes, accompanied by 





MARLENE DIETRICH 
With Buddy Cole 
Songs 
28 Mins. 
Sahara, Las Vegas 
It's hardly likely that Marlene 


Dietrich—living up to a reputation 





as the world’s most glamorous 
grandmother—will be going much | 
further than Las Vegas with what 
laughingly can be called her act. } 
Because her act is strictly her | 
wardrobe—three identical gowns in } 
different colors and designed for, 
only one purpose—to show the) 
most and take the audience's mind | 
off what in some saloons is known | 
as a whisky tenor, but, in her case, | 
a tired contralto. 

The gown is a quick shocker, | 
since it better represents a tighi-| 
fitting negligee, sequinned  suf-| 
ficiently from the waist down to 
keep the sheriff from the door, but 
from the waist up it’s a different 
but plainly read story. It’s just 
filmy net, hiding and disguising 
nothing of the bare essentials 
Grandma Dietrich does wear 3 
black fur stole, but she makes little 
effort to use it as a shield. In fact. 
since she stands during her entire 
act with her hands balanced near |, 
her hips, with the lighting designed 
to highlight her highlights. it is 
obvious that every effort was made 
not to hide anything from the cus- 
tomers. 

For those who were listening 
opening night, Miss Dietrich sang 
“Baubles, Bangles and Beads” from 
“Kismet”; “See What the Boys in 
the Back Room Will Have,” “La 
Vie en Rose.” “I’m the Laziest Gal 
in Town” (with interpolations); 
“Lili Mariene,” the song she sang 
for hundreds of thousands of GI's 
curing her gracious wartime tours 


‘ es 
GERRI 
GALE | 


December 25 


Melody Street 


DUMONT TV 
NETWORK 


8:30 P.M. 




















go 


Pers. Mgt. 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO } 
1776 Broadway } 























BLACK 


DUNDEE 
(Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new note in 
Giamer Comedy 


Mgt: 
GERBER-WEISS 
200 W. 37 St.. WY. 


COlumbus 5-8689 























} listen than to look. 


‘Blue Angel, N. Y. 


for USO-Camp Shows; “Johnny,” 
a German sex tune; “Naughty 
Nola” and “Falling in Love Again,™ 
from her first hit picture, “The 
Blue Angel.” 

Since she has a one-key voice 
and every number sounds alike, 
it's less important in her case to 
Her appear- 
ance is terrific, and it’s too bad an 
act wasn’t written for her that 
could have better complemented 
her great personality. As is, she 
has no words to get on or off, nor 
to bridge the monotonous songalog. 

Even if she was a smash singer, 
her songs would have to take sec- 
ond place to the gown, which, in- 
cidentally, could only get by in Las 
Vegas or a bagnio. Buddy Cole, a 
' temporary fugitive from Bing Cros- 
by, is acting as Miss Dietrich’s mu- 
sical conductor for this stand. and 
very capably, too. Scho. 


TOM LEHRER 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 


Tom Lehrer, a newcomer to the 
saloon set, arrives with a ready- 
built audience. During his: not too 
recent undergraduate days at Har- 
vard, Lehrer produced an album 
privately which caught on in a 
manner that he didn’t expect. This 


‘privately circulated disk-set is now 


being negotiated for by several 
platter plants. Lehrer is an un- 
usual citizen. Entering Harvard at 
15, he has taught calculus at that 
institution where he established 
himself as a quiz kid on math prob- 
lems, has worked at Los Alamos 
in the theoretical division of the’ 
atomie bomb plant. has spent time 
on vital and secret work on spec- 
tro-chemical analysis, whatever 
that is. His material may still have 
to be examined by a Congressional 
committee for clearance 


Lehrer is a competent comic. 
His lines are smart, his satires 
are biting, and he’s sometimes 


rough on his subjects. He possesses 
a singing voice that gets him by 
and his ptanistics pass muster 
His routime can be described as 
a comedy of terrors. He satirizes 
Various types For ex- 
ample, the tune lampooning com- 


aft trmeac 
Gi 


munion-with-nature tells of the 
joys of poisoning pigeons in the 


park. As a matter of fact. his stuff 
would constitute a hit parade for 
the characters in the Charles 
Addams cartoons. He has some bit- 
ing ribs on folk songs, Christmas 
carols ‘this may cause some re- 
sentment', songs from the south- 
land, sex, and sundry other sub- 
jects. 

At this point. his stuff is in the 
undergraduate vein. Although his 
stuff is fresh and at some points 
even vital, he still has to distill 
some of the roughness out of it 
He can refine some of more 
bloodthirsty passages. Given more 
experience among the saloon set. he 
can branch out so that he can be- 


the 


come eligible for spots on the 
slum side of Park Ave. His ma- 
terial is not for the family trade 


but he'll get along famously with 
sophisticates. Jose. 
CHARLIE APPLEWHITE 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Chicago, Chi 

Inexperienced he may but 
21-year-old Charlie Applewhiie 
doesn’t betray a whit of greenness 
taking the topline in this house 
with cooi confidence. Sole pro ac- 
tivity to date has been a splash on 


be. 
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VARIETY: 

“Gal really scores with sock 
flash terp stuff... and her 
twirlings boffo.” 


Miss Billie Mahoney 


is back in the States and 
available after 


CHEZ-AMI, Buffalo 
(Jan. 20 to Feb. 2) 


Personal Management 
MILTON H. BLACKSTONE 
565 Sth Ave., New York EL 5-1540 








| just enough sway, sell his songalog 


| matic. Mild opener, “My Greatest 


casually delivered in a country boy 


'on to trunk and bouncing up into 
' midair via the disguised trampoline. 


.ing close to the diners with travel- 


Milton Berle’s TV show and a few! 
ripples on the Decca label, but the | 
good-looking lad can go a distance 
on the boards, given a few secko 
arrangements and taught a few 
showmanly devices. More than 


strongly. 

Repertory on this bill is light on 
upbeat output, devoid of novelty, 
and weighty on the slightly dra- 


Thrill Is You,” leads to a nicely-. 
fashioned “Ebb Tide” and polished 
“Gypsy in My Soul.” Intros are 


manner that has a certain amount 
of charm. Succession of three 
numbers in varying degrees of the 
same mood cap his routine which 
could use better balance in song) 
selection. Les. 





TRIO RAYROS 
Acro, Trampoline 
12 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 
Agile trio of males open by 
cragging onstage a large trunk on 
wheels, then indulge in series of 
energetic leaps and tumbles and 
back-somersaults over each other 
and the box. Solid impact from en- | 
trance is heightered by one mem-, 
ber of threesome suddenly leaping | 


Leaps and drops are worked out 
in twos and even trees to solid au- 
dience mitting. 

Act has both skill and speed, and 
is useful bet for general run of 
vaude shows. Visual appeal elimi- 
nates lingo barriers. Gord. 


MARION COLBY 

17 Mins. 

Songs 

Ten Eyck Hotel, Albany 


Arena Mgrs. Gather In 
Cincy to Gander New 
Ice & Circus Combo 


Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 

Arena managers from Ohio, In- 
diana and Pennsylvania were here 
over the weekend to view a new 
and elaborate ice and circus combo 
as a possible gate-builder. 

Presented by the Frank Sennes 
theatrical agency as a Christmas 
show for, leading Cincy industrial 
firms’ employees and families, it 
was produced by Barney Rapp, vet 
maestro and Sennes rep, and Truly 
McGee, groomer of ice shows at 
the Chicago Theatre. Night and 
‘matinee performances were given 
Saturday and Sunday (19-20) in 
the Cincinnati Garden. 











Vande, Cafe Dates 
New York J 


Bea Kalmus to resume disk joc). 
ey sessions at the Basin Sirev 
N. Y., over WABC from midnigh} 
to 2 a.m.... Carsony Bros. to jhe 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas, Feb 15 
. . « Dagmar opens today (Wed) 4! 
the Olympia Theatre, Miami . __ 
Connie Russell to play her first 
date at the Empire Room, Waldort- 
Astoria, starting Feb. 11 for foyy 
weeks ... Jose Greco to start at 
the Palmer House, Chicago, jn 
June. 

The Four Ramses and Landre & 
Verna added to the General Motors 
show which opens at the Waldort- 





| Astoria Jan. 20, and will also tour 
i for 37 days. 


Samia Gamal pacted for a role 


Alex Sinclair, Garden manager, | 
shared in the idea and invited the | 
out-of-town arena chiefs. The show | 


in RKO's “Valley of the Kings” 
... Phil Foster sect for the Celebri. 


| moved to Richmond, Ind., Monday 





Marion Colby, formerly with the | 
Blackburn Twins and guest star on 
television shows, debuted promis- | 
ingly in a singing act at Empire | 
Room of Ten Eyck Hotel. The at- | 
tractive brunet made a rather 
lengthy apology, at conclusion ‘of | 
first performance, for the fact she 
was doin a break-in, with special 
material, but she wisely dropped | 
this the second night. When the 
turn takes on polish through per- j 
formance and _ reroutining, and 
Miss Cotby loses the tenseness 
observable, and expected, at pre-| 
miere, it should be a welcome ad- 
dition to night club bills. 

Miss Colby. who possesses style, 
poise and projectability, extracted 
the most perhaps from second num- 
ber, the slightly risque “Going to 
Be a Bad Girl, and Good.” She 
opened nicely with “I'd Rather 
Sing a Song”; followed “Bad Girl” 
with a brief. and potentially amus-; 
ing “Second Sight Love.” Others 
were “Cheek to Cheek,” “Warm, 
Hearted Woman in Love With a! 
Cold Hearted Man,” “Pass the Hat! 
Bovs” fin which she uses the hand 
mike) and the closing ‘“’S Won- 
derful.” Starting with a full gown, 


ishe did two partial removals, re- 


vealing though in good taste. Miss | 
Colby seemed warmer when work- 


ing mike. The finale, while gra- | 
cious in sentiment, appears to let 
the act down, Jaco. 


LOUIS & REGGIE ARLEY 


Acro } 
10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Working to a Latino musical 


beat, Louis & Reggie Arley move 


at a fast clip in working over 
their acro stints. Duo registers 


effectively with their hand-to-hand 
and head-to-head calisthenics. Act 
is a good bet for most visual en- | 
tertainment media. 

Femme member balances’ on 
male partner’s head, first in a 
standing position and then upside 
down. She also goes through a 


‘hoop while standing on a rolling 


log. Jess. | 

JACK & ELSA SHANNON 

Songs 

8 Mins. | 

Palace, N. Y. 
Jack & Elsa Shannon are an 


okay vocal duo whose forte is light 
musicomedy songstering. Couple 
make a nice appearance and are 
easy on the ear. It’s the type of 
act that’s fine for filler spottings 
in some niteries, vaude houses and 
on TVariety shows. 

Repertoire includes “What Is 
This Thing Called Love,” ‘‘Love 
Is Sweeping the Country,” “Gra- 
nada” and “You'll Never Walk! 
Alone. Jess. ! 


t}headed by Gene Randow. 


| Webster’s Dolls 


| Price, Maricich & Peterson, Jack 


for two performances for em- 
ployees of the Crosley Division. of 
the Avco Manufacturing Corp. 
They were held in a_ highschool 
auditorium which was fitted with 
a portable ice-rink. a 

Show ran a full two hours and | 


made use of a centre platform, 40 | 


by 40 feet and 18 inches high, for 
the circus acts, while ice acts per- 
formed in end and overall spaces. 
Smittie’s Cincy band supported. 


Circus acts included the Atomic 3 


Six, tumblers; Jansley Poodles; 
Ivanovs (3), comedy bar act; Jan 
Risko, comedy jugglers; Toakyer 
Troupe (6), teeter board;:. Les 
Geraldos, high perch team; Three 
Rockets, male dancers; Victoria 
Troupe (5), cyclists, and six clowns 


Performing on ice were Bill 
Brown and Denny Parr, jitterbugs; 
(3), 


Wallenborn | 
and Brandstetter, 


Teners, Dick 





Jansen and Georg Von Birgelen. 


Added was Sunny Flannery, kid 
| 
|  AGVA Prexy 


vocalist. 
lames ~4CONtinued from page 48 ! 


would like to appear on his radio 
program Saturday (19). Davis 
heard the bsoadcast and imme- 
diately notified Middleman, the 
Carousel maestro, that his men 
could not play for Bright this week 
although they can accompany all 
the other acts on the bill. | 

















“We can’t order performers not | 
jockey | 


to participate in disk 
shows,” Davis explained. ‘‘The rul- 
ing is, however, that if they do ap- 
pear, they will get no musical ac- 
companiment from us in their 


; shows.” 


Bright countered with the state- 
ment that “I don’t intend to take 
orders from the musicians union. 
The fact that they are made at the 
disk jockeys has nothing to do with 


/me. They’re not playing with some 


scared kid, and I don’t propose to 
sit back and take this kind of auto- 
cracy. Why, this could be reason 


for a restraining order under the | 
didn’t | 


Taft-Hartley Law.” He 
bother to explain, however, what 
section of the act had been vio- 
lated, if it had. 

Originally Davis had put a ban | 
only on AFM members appearing 
with deejays. That still holds. 
Later he extended it to include all 
performers, not as a_ prohibition, 
however, but as a threat to them 
that they'd have to get along with 
music in whatever club they were 
playing in Pittsburgh if they ig- 
nored his ruling. In Bright's case, 
his auctioneer act can get along 
wilhout accompaniment, but in 
most cases, an act would be lost 
without music. ; 

Davis has stated that his ban will | 
stay in effect until the local platter 
spinners step out of the recorded- | 
dance field. The deejays, on the | 
other hand, have shown no inclina- | 


| tion whatsoever to give up this | 
plush sideline gravy. | 

Bright indicated that there 
would probably be some action 


very shortly from his union, AGVA, | 
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The Amazing and Amusing Mentalists, Stars of ‘What's On Your Mind?” 


LUCILLE 
and EDDIE 


ROBERTS “" 


MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
©8600 000888 0888080080888 OOOOH OEEEEEEOSESES O88 


MR. 


APPEARING TO JAN. 10th 


LION ROOM 


Hotel Pierre 
A Return Engagement, Thanks to: 





on an Official level. | 


STANLEY MELBA 


ty Club, Philadelphia Club, Phila- 
delphia, Jan. 22... Pearl Bailey 
to play a date at the Uptown The- 
atre, Phitadelphia, in Febrtary, 


Chicago 

Estelle Loring into Chez Paree 
this week only, replacing De Cas- 
tro Sisters en route to the Coast 
... Tom Leonetti, local singer, 
slated for Chez on Dec. 29 for one 
week . . . Horace Heidt and com- 
pany booked for four weeks at 
Edgewater Beach, beginning Dec. 
0 . Proctors return to Sham- 
rock Hotel, Houston, for fortnight 
stand, beginning Dec. 23 .. . Patti 
Page bagged for single frame at 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, Dec. 27, 
followed by Mayo Bros. and Ruth 
Wallis on Jan. 3 for 12 days. Helen 
Traubel with Du Pree Trio takes 
over the spot on Jan. 15 for two 
stanzas. 


Bertie & Bob Hellman, duo-pian- 


| ists, replaced Cheryl Corby at the 


Cottonwood Room of the Black- 
stone Hotel. 











BOB BAXTER 


Wishing 
Season's Cheers 
to All 
Just concluding successful engagements 
at Bill Jordan’s BAR OF MUSIC, Miami 


Beach. Also Fort Montagu Hotel, 
Nassau, BWI. 


Pers. Mgt.: DAVE BRANOWER 






















KIRBY STONE ©” 
eal 


Currently Headlining 


CHEZ PAREE 
Chicage 


Mgt.: WILLIAM MORRIS 


Agency 






















JAY MARSHALL | 


Wishes You a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
from the 
MT. ROYAL HOTEL 
in Montreal! 

a 
Now Booking Miami 
for July, 1954 


Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 




















WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 











Latest Comedy Material 


for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, etc. Send for ovr 
latest price list of great 
ORIGINAL gagfiles, mono 
logs, dialogs, parodies 
skits, etc, Written by show 
biz top gagmen. Or seno 
$10 fer $50 worth of above 
Money back if not satisfied 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 











106 W. 45 St, N. ¥.. N.Y. JU 2-0373 
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CAM - CARTER - CUBBY - HARRY - VERNON 
JUST BACK FROM 


FIFTH ANNUAL TOUR OF BRITAIN AND EUROPE 
TEN WEEKS AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM 
SIXTH TOUR 1954 BOOKED SOLID . JUNE » NOVEMBER 


wus to WAL PARNELL - CISSIE WILLIAMS - LESLIE MACDONNELL - NAT KALCHEIM 
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Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
Darvas & Julia, Ving Merlin & 


Sands, Sahara Pre-Holiday ‘Battle’ | ese; Yuta: vig acer’ 
With Marlene, Anni Lineup a Dra 


By BILL WILLARD 
Las Vegas, Dec. 22. 

Battle for supremacy of the Las 
Vegas Strip during the pre-holiday 
slough is winding up in a draw be- 
tween the two major hotel factions 
—Sahara and Sands. Sahara's 
stratesv for maneuvering talent in 
the a'lout war is commanded by 
Bill Miller. contesting the Sands 
chief de combat, Jack Entratter. 

Miller is billed above Marlene 
Dietrich (see New Acts) on the 
marquee, “presenting” his unique 
attraction, almost equalling Chris- 
tine’s offbeat Sahara advent in No- 
vember. Entratter’s 
credit is audible rather than visi- 
bie in the forefront of the Sands’ 
ponderous billboard buildup of its 
Anniversary Week galaxy. But 


rather than headline a_ single 
tingling personality. Entratter 
rockets Danny Thomas. Frank 


Sinatra. Billy Eeckstine. Vie Da- 
mone, Billy Gray. Patti Moore & 
Ben Lessy, Jimmy McHugh & 
Songstars — each amounting to 
pretty formidable ammunition for 
big czsino play if Grand-Marlene 
weren't on the scene of battle 

While the Dietrich competition 
was able to spike plenty of the 
Sands publicity because of her 
daring torso expose, still the En- 
tratter fortress captured more than 
capacity crowds each night with a 
solid comeon. Thomas. who opened 
this plush hotel a year ago, re- 
turned for a smash one-niter last 
Tuesday (15:. sharing time with 
Eckstine. For well over an hour. 
the Thomas humor reached the 
heights as the fave routines wer 
unrolled for the yocking, cheerin 
audience. 

Eckstine and Damone 

Eckstine. although brought in to 
fill out a week left by the “Student 
Prince” fiasco. caught the special 
flavor of the night and resonated 
like never before. He primed the 
show. with the Copa Girls furnish- 
ing the femme g! 


gam 









Cameras ca . 
“Feather Fantas may 1a 
batoned his crew firmiv with Wal- 
ter Popo keyboarding for Thomas 
Bobby Tucker 88ing. and Sid Bal- 
kin drumming for Eckstine 
Damene took the closing slot 
Wednesday (16). following Jimmy 
MecHugh’s Songstars His pipes 
were velvet smooth, as he purred 
forth a collection of top tunes. He’s 
back in good form now, with a 


firm entertaining attitude gaining 


precedence over crooning 


Jimmy McHugns parade of 
“then I wrote’s” has had to be 


ightened because Of Overall 
> 


nw 









pan. and results are muct 
The cleffer finished out the 
exhibiting his thrushes 
Ri ard Helene Sitanto 
Hood and Eva Marlene Hit 
entourage w2s Miss Mariene, who 
has been kept in the background 
too long. She's dynamite, putting 
the pl n “Trinidad 
and fi Billy Daniels 
in j tre Street 
M falneck took over the Ray 
Si orch for sock conducting 
Pr the various owecases 
ballroomer Harber & - Dale 
sprung no startiing surprise with 
their ' rl but brought in Okay 
palms for lifts and “Cakewalk” 
strutoft 

Billy Gra Patti Moore, Ben 
e triplet for Thursday (17) 
was another highlight of the Sand 
anni frame Letting the trio ex 


5 
pand without too much regard for 
valuable casino time, gave the act 
a decided advantage toward ob- 
taining optimum yocks. Expert at 
milking. combine had tablers dou- 
bled over. and Gray guided the 
gang to score with dialect stories 
and special Sid Kuller ditties 

Damone popped back in for Fri- 
day's casement, bowing to Frank 
Sinatra on Saturday and Sunday 
(19-20). Sinatra returned to earlier 
warbling format, displaying his 
way with ballads and show clas 
sics. Command of the room, and 
choice of melodies were excellent, 
Ziving top treatment to “Birth of 
the Blues,” “Old Man tiver,”’ 
“When You're Smiling,” and “Solil- 
oquy.” 

Eckstine took over the Monday 
and Tuesday (21-22) Sand seshes 
with repertoire of week before, 
sealing a neat wrapup to the spe- 
cial jubilee. Lena Horne opens to- 
morrow night (Wed.) with her 
savage lilts holding over New 


( ‘ 


Year's, until Ezio Pinza makes his | 


three-frame return for enchant- 


production | 


ment of crowded rooms beginning 
Jan. 6. 


If the firing back and forth be- 


tween the Sahara and the Sands 
is fierce, perhaps some of the pro- 
verbial cannonballs could shoot 
through other hotel nitery rooms 
withovt scratching too many revel- 
ers. Not that some spots are com- 
pletely empty these chilly nights, 


but reservations are disanvpointing | 


to ops weathering the first major 
Vegas recession. As Jack E. Leon- 
ard onivped, upon facing a meagre 
hané@ful of ringsiders at El Rancho 
Vegas: “Look at this—sufficient 
customers to fill a Jaguar.” Qual- 
itv of the shows is up to usual 
Vegas dar. but the rub is in name 
value. Fun shoppers have dwindled 
and are overloading the Sahara and 
Sands with the Desert’ Inn’s 
“Minsky Follies’ a runnerup for 
lure. 

Even the two top Hollywood col- 
‘mnists. LoueHa Parsons and Hed- 
da Hopper, have entered the fray. 
Miss Hopper will not give the 
Sands any space whatsoever in her 


pillar. but has devoted attention to | 


la Jietrich’s debut Louella, 
meanwhile, is in residence at the 
Sands where close friend Jimmy 
MeHugh is booked, and files many 
an inch about the Sands’ hoopla 
week. and re McHugh in particu- 


Sahara. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Dec. 20. 


Marlene Dietrich (2), Dick} 
Shaun. Rudy Horn (2). Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, Saharem Dancers & 
Showgirls (12), Cee Davidson’s 
Orch: no 


corer or mintmum. 


Las Vegas takes everything in 
stride—the atom bomb. then Tallu- 
lah Bankhead and now Marlene 
Dietrich. All explosives—one pure- 
lv destructive, the second combusti- 
ble talent, and the last just com- 
bustible 

Grandma Dietrich will never 
take any prizes as a singing enter- 
tainer. but she has earned a niche 
in Vegas history, where men are 
croupliers and women are — on, 
well. grandma ups and shows ‘em. 
For one quick moment, the open- 
ing-night audience thought she had 
torgotten the upper half of her 
gown. Once past that flash shock, 
however, the roulette tables went 
back to spinning, the dice con- 
tinued to click 3n the green baize 
and only the tourists—whom the 
Sahara was out to get in the first 
place— came a-running to see if it 
was true that a sexy blonde with 
a husky voice and a Hollywood reo 
was snowing something besides 
her world-famous gams 

Miss Dietrich, who is more fully 
covered 
; reputedly getting $30,060 a week 
for her three-week stay here. Her 
salary probably is closer to $20.- 
000. but in any event she'll prove 


in type’ under New Acts, | 


Murray, Elly Ardelty, Lee Sharon, 
Ruby Richards, Mary Mon Toy, 
_Jacqueline Marcy, Stan Porter, 


(against a Vivian Blaine recording, 


and there is also a slick piece of 


imime to the Bing Crosby-Mary 


Martin disk of “Wait Till the Sun 
Shines Nellie.” A strong repeat 
from last year’s stint is the ghost- 

“Medium” number, done with 


/ 11 
| Marjorie & Murray, Line, Art Wa-| 3)) the eerie trappings and smart 


iner Orch, Buddy Harlowe Orch; $5 
minimum. 





Newest Latin Quarter layout is 


| 


one of the plushest, production- | 
wise, in a couple of years, and with | 


a lineup of solid acts fronting the 
elaborate production doo-dads, the 
show stacks up as solid bigroom 
entertainment. Lou Walters has 
injected a trio of talented show- 
giris in the line who can periorm 
as well as look good, and as a re- 
sult the productions have become 


lighting effects. Myro. 
Copa, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Larry Adler, Georgie Shaw, Copa 
Dolls (6), Tiny Wolfe band (35); 
$1.75 minimum, 
Although the Copa isn’t exactly 
Larry Adler’s room, the harmonica 
wizard proves that he can make | 


|any kind of a room his spot. This | 


a strong part of the bill instead of | 


window dressing. 

Acts are topped by Darvas & 
Julia, who get a sock reception for 
their repertory of dazzling spins, 
ilifts, splits, et al. Team goes 
through its standard paces, includ- 
ing Julia’s leap and split from a 
raised platform, all of which adds 
up to a topnotch turn. Ving Merlin 
& His Violins come almost as an 
anticlimax by virtue of following 
the dancers. Three girls are neatly 
gowned and go through their 


choreographic routines nicely, and lture. “Genevieve.” which hasn't | 


tunes played combine the values 
of good pop music with some 
razzie-dazzle violinistics. Quartet 
get off to a good hand. 

Seven Ashtons, group of Aus- 
tralian risley artists, get off some 


‘fast-paced stunts that are top-| 


flight, and as a topper, one of them 
spins a long bar with one of the 
Ashtons at each end. It's a hair- 
| raiser, especially around ringside, 
and the turn brings a solid recep- 
tion. Bob Murray, just in from 
| London, combines comedy and jug- 
|gling for good effect. Murray 


makes faces of disgust timed with | 


his twirling, acts as if he’s com- 
pletely bored or annoyed with what 
he’s doing. at same time combin- 
ing these with the actual stunts. 


is a noisy place, and has long had | 
a reputation for being that, but | 
Adler made them not only sit up| 
but also sit still. He’s that sort of | 
artist. , 





Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 


Toni Arden, Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts, Stanley Melba and Chico 
Relli Orchs; $2-$2.50 cover, 

Toni Arden has tried on seven. 
teague boots for size since her cafe 
come-outer in N.Y.’s Greenwich 
Village (Inn) about eight seasons 
ago. She’s an ingratiating chirp 
with sincerity and cutie-pie grace 
who’s forthright about wanting jo 
please. Diminutive thrush fipst 
came to sizable public attention vig 
Art Ford’s N.Y. teleshow on WPIX 
some four years ago (along with 
singer Richard Hayes) when che 
scored with at least one appraiser 
who's been watching her ever since 
on her considerable guestings. The 
vigil has been worth it. 

Miss Arden’s mentors (Music 
Corp. of America) are well aware 
that they’ve turned their charce 
out to the wolves via the dual rap 
of following Hildegarde’s 12-week 


As a showman, they don’t come | pilling plus mickeyfinning her into 


any better and, of course, he’s | the 
raised the lowly mouth organ to an| stakes, while the Cotillion 
|instrument of high estate. 


ing the classics with the pops, | 
Adler has something for every- 
body, and he neglects neither 
school. He's introducing a mediey | 
of three tunes from the score he 
recently wrote for a British pic- | 


| been released in this country yet; 


they're a waltz, a ballad and a 
boogie-woogie number, and stamp 


| Adler as a composer to reckon 





| An expressive, funny face and some | 
real juggling ability make it a) 


fine turn. 


Elly Ardelty’s trapeze turn em- 
p'oys most of the standard high- 


performs over the tables makes 
the stint a good attraction. Her 
topper, a headstand on the bar with 
no hands, gets her off im fine fet- 
tle despite otherwise commonplace 
stunts. 

On ihe femme side, Lee Sharon, 
Ruby Richards and Mary Mon Toy 
have been moved into featured 
spots. Three combine for a good 


‘room to hit the big time. 


|and their terping is okay without 


ditty on love, “It’s the Same the | 


World Over,” and are otherwise 
projected into the production spot- 
light, and Miss Sharon, a petit and 
nicely formed blonde, comes as 
close to a striptease as anybody 
,can come in New York. She’s an 
| attraction in herself. Other pro- 
duction numbers inciude 2n elab- 
orate flower bit, huge bubble bath 
and a costume affair modeled after 
a Parisian student ball. Stan Porter 
and Jacqueline Marcy do all right 
by the production songs, while 


Waner orch’s showcutting is sharp 
and his dansapation pleasant. Ditto 
intermission terp music of Buddy 
Harlow2’s combo. Chan, 


a good attraction for her first two- | 


pre-Xmas 
dulle 


weeks. probably the 
st. Dusinesswise, in Vegas dur- 
ing the entire year. What little 
biz there is in the town up to 





Xmas day. she'll get—but. for New 
Year's week. the Sahara could just 
is well have nad srandma Moses 
and it would have been packed 

Shrewdly calculating that Miss 


Dietrich, nothing else, would 
leave a great big entertainment 
void. Bill Miller booked a topgrade 
how surrounding her. Dick Shawn, 
only recently at the La Vie en Rose 
in N. Y.. and who clicked before 
then with Betty Hutton at the 
N. Y. Palace, is a most promising 
young character comedian. He was 
handicapped nere opening night by 
a noisy dinner audience and faults 
sound system, but nevertheless his 


ability showed through and he car- | 


ried himself like a vet. 

Two novelty acts on the show, 
tudy Horn and Gautier’s steeple 
chase, are strong clicks. Horn, a 
young German, is one of the best 
jugglers seen in recent years — 
with a particularly socko trick 
when he catches and balances on 
his head six individaul!ly-tossed 
cups and saucers, while he _ is 
perched on a unicycle. Gautier’s 


act, coming in the show's circus | 


finale, utilizes four Shetland ponies, 
dogs and a monkey for very effec- 
tive entertainment, particularly in 
a nightclub. 

The Moro-Landis production is 
beautifully costumed and effective- 


ly staged, utilizing 12 beauts as | 


chorines and_ showsgirls. Buddy 
Cole, on leave from Bing Crosby, is 
the musical director for Miss Die- 
trich’s turn, while Cee Davidson, 
with his usual craftsmanship, takes 
over the baton of his own orch for 
the balance of the show. Scho. 


Colony. London 
London, Dec. 16. 
lory & Eddie, Felix Kiny & Da 
Carlos Orchs; $5 mirimum 


Just about a year ago Tony & 
Eddie, making their European 
debut, startled audiences with their 
zany impressions as they mimed 
to offstage disks. Since then 


‘ 


} 


| Marjorie and Lee Murray take care | 
of the dancing in okay fashion. Art ' 


' 


| 


bar routines. but the fact that she /of them, who have since clicked. 


_did at this stage of their career at | ring workover, showing fine con- 


with as well as a musician. 


His manner is ingratiating and | 
straightforward and as a narrator) 
for his repertoire, he’s informative 
and entertaining. What’s more, 
Adler seems to have matured as | 
an artist since his last time| 
around a couple of years ago, and 
the things he does now on a mouth 
organ have a tremendous wallop. 

Copa’s also introducing another 
new singer, just coming to the 
front via Decca Records, in Georgie 
Shaw. Youngster has a fine voice 


should write a new name in the} 
long list of platter unknowns who | 
have gone on from Lenny Litman’s 
Shaw 
looks more like a comer than a lot 


the Copa, and the options (at rea- 
sonable figures) Litman has on the 
boy should eventually pay big 
dividends. 

Copa Dolls are a line of six girls 


being particularly brilliant. They're | 
on for two numbers, nicely rou- 
tined, costumed and danced, and 
they do add some variety to the 
shows here. Dolls have been 
around for several months and are 
sticking indefinitely. Former Blue | 
Barron star Tiny Wolfe has the 
band at Copa and he’s a definite 
asset to the room, both on mu- 
sicianship and personality. 
Cohen. 


Waldorf-Astoria. N. Y. 

Jose Greco Troupe (9), Nat 
Brandwynne and Mischa Borr | 
Orchs; $2 cover, $2.50 weekends. 


Holiday attraction at the Empire 
Room here is flamenco dancer 
Jose Greco and his troupe, back 
for a second return visit within a 
year, and bringing a highly exotic | 
Hispano flavor to the stately 19-! 
century style salon. Hour-length 
show starts a little slowly, but 
picks up terrific pace soon for an) 
overall topgrade _ presentation, | 


| swift, varied and exciting. The | 


they've been making a name for! 


themselves all over the Continent, 
particularly in Paris, where they 
played a series of repeat engage- 
ments. Now Harry Morris, who 
operates this exclusive Berkeley 
Sq. restaurant, has brought them 
back for the peak holiday season, 
and can look forward to a prosper- 
|; Ous start to the New Year. 

There's been a surfeit of record 


mimers on the London nitery cir- | 


cuit, as elsewhere, and the fact 
that these two Broadwayites quali- 
fy for a return date is a clear 
j tribute to the effort and ingenuity 
that goes into their performance. 
It’s more than a show, it’s a pro- 
duction, with props and_ special 
effects galore to ring the changes 
on familiar material. 

Although a full year has elapsed 
since their last West End date, 
the act has been completely re- 
| vamped with new numbers, fresh 
costumes and a strong gimmick 
opening which insures a_ sock 
|sendoff. Their intro is done to 
| background music of “Candy Lips” 
with an ingenious puppetry setup, 
|which provokes prolonged audi- 
}ence yocks and sets the pattern 
|for the general reception. High- 
light of the routine is a riotous 
takeoff of the “Guys and Dolls” 
hit tune, “Take Back Your Mink,” 
presented with all the trimmings, 


| spins, by Greco in “Algerias,” and 
\a pleasant mixed dance quartet in 
| ‘“Seguidillas.”’ 


} 





company for surging effect. Det- 


offers two flamenco numbers, and 


customers before and after the 


semble 
dancing to smooth effect. Bron. 


colorful entertainment stands up| 
as well in niteries as on the stage | 
or in concert hall, the spirit and 
authentic flavor of the material | 
having a lot to do with it. 

Greco has cut his concert hall 
troupe of 20 to nine for his nitery 
stint, these comprising six dancers 
—two femmes and four males (in- 
cluding himself)—guitarist, pianist 
and flamenco singer. All are skilled | 
performers, in solo, duos or group | 
numbers, and a well-arranged pro- 
gram shows them off in style. 
Colorful costumes, heavy use of 
castanets, and occasional vocal in- 
terlydes, heighten the appeal. 

Nine numbers include a fine 
heel-and-toe solo, with _ terrific 


Three highspots 
are the comic peasant dance, ‘‘Cas- 
tillana,” by Greco and two femmes, 
which has to be encored: a vivid 
“Zapatiada,”’ wherein the four 
hombres imitate horsemen which 
number also calls for an encore), 
and the exciting “Bolero,” to the 
Ravel score, which utilizes the full 


riana, short, sturdy-voiced tenor, 


Ricardo Vlasco has two highgrade 
guitar solos. 

Nat Brandwynne’s orch takes an 
important part in the proceedings 
as showbacker, while also furnish- 
ing soothing dance rhythms for the 


presentation. 
spells 


Mischa _ Borr’s en- 
Brandwynne_ for 





,and an easy, relaxed style and Puccini's 


| faretheewell. 


pre-during-post-Yule 


sweep- 
Rooin 


Mix- | awaits Denise Darcel and Mata & 


Hari (Jan. 12) and Nelson Eddy 
(Feb. 23). It’s the thrush’s lushest 
booking and first N.Y. hotel plus 
the ultra-challenge that can up- 
end most any performer's sensibili- 
ties—a case of maybe being “ner- 
vous in the service” of a No. 1 
room with its tough exterior in 
terms of the bon vivants and swin- 
dlesheet operatives who have an 
exclusive on elephant skin pinch- 
hitting pro tem for the heart. But 
since this is the course set for her, 
by those who write the book. Miss 
Arden must be judged within that 
framework. 

The judgment is that she’s still 
a crackerjack singer; add integrity; 


j}also add a willingness to essay a 


couple of tunes that she figures 
are her songbook ‘Hamlet’ in 
order to test her rapport strength 
in this direction. One of these at 
opening show (15) was the Angli- 
cized “One Fine Day” aria from 
“Butterfly.” She got 
away with it, about midway of 
show, but the lyric is a bit of a 
hurdle just the same. This was tol- 
lowed by another of her specials— 
as part of an encore set—the 
French ‘“‘La Mer” (or “Beyond the 
Sea”) which received a lilting, pur- 


trol in the whispery stanzas. 
Miss Arden’s opening salvos were 


| routine. Good try at “Stranger in 
| Paradise” (from Broadway's “Kis- 
| met”) for the hit-tune latchon, but 


big question mark on applicability 
to her pipes. “It All Depends On 
You” was okay and par for the 
course; it’s more of a warmup 
which most singers deploy for the 


, immediate breakthrough, so this at 


least shows her reversing the ortho- 
dox. She’s in her pashily prover 
metier with the English-Italo “You 
Alone” and superior in the Mack 
Gordon (and Harry Warren) bal- 
lad, “I Wish I Knew.” 

Pert brunet smartly does a self- 
effacement precede re_ hillbilly- 
rigged “I Forgot More Than You'll 
Ever Know,” which she semi-mock- 
ingly twangs to the proverbial 
There’s hardly a 
chantoosey around who can match 
Miss Arden on the Italiano “Sor- 
rento”’ on which she rates a per- 
sonal copyright. That she stalled 


i this one to the encore finale might 


attest to her impeccable taste in 
selection, since the song has be- 


‘come a warhorse due mostly to 


over-orchestration by many a “big 
voice.” 

All this leaves the teeoffing 
Lucille & Eddie, Roberts for the 
“brushoff” paragraphs, but that's 
only because the smart comedy 
mentalists are vets of thisa and 
thata room with an act. that’s 


| strictly sock whatever the geog- 


raphy or aegis. Team, of course, 1S 
a model of perfecto in the timing, 
material and selling departments. 
Whatever they don't have, nobody 
would want. That goes for Stanley 
Melba’s musicians on the show- 
backs and Chico Relli’s customer 
terpistry. Trau. 
Balinese Kut... Galveston 
Galveston, Dec. 15. 
Henny Youngman, Zernice 
Parks, Bob Cross Orch, Connie 
Kane; $3 minimum, $5 Saturdays. 





A pre-Christmas present with 
laughs tied up in a glamorous 
package is the offering at the Bal- 
inese Room this week. ro 

Henny Youngman, a comedian’s 
comedian, throws quips as fast as 
a machine-gun and has the audi- 
ence on their toes trying to catch 
his rapid-fire gags. He breaks the 
funny stuff up with not too un- 
pleasant singing and a violin turn 
that adds to the routine. 

Balladeering of Bernice Parks 
adds Xmas tinsel. Femme rounds 
out her notes as well as the curves 
of her fabulous gowns. She adds 
to the billing with some of the 
best song selling hereabouts. What 
she doesn’t warble in expressing 
the words of a song she does ith 
a shoulder wiggle or two of the 
most expressive eyes around. 

Mare. 
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N. W. comedy acts, Kirkwood & Good- 
man and Pat Bright. Kirkwood & 
Goodman have been at the spot 
since September, while Miss Bright 
is making her first appearance at 
this Greenwich Village cellar bis- 
tro. Both acts, however, are fa- 
miliar to intime clubgoers in N. Y. 

Miss Bright, delivering her comce 
dics via song, draws a good quota 
of laugis but hits a few dead spots. 
Her bit revolving around the Gabor 
family isn’t too funny, while her 
takeoff on foreign chanteuses has 
its ups and downs. Her impresh 
of Katharine Hepburn warbling 
“Don't Fence Me In,” scores, as 
does windup item about a gal with 
a spouse, who's glued to a TV set. 

Kirkwood & Goodman's zany 
funstering keeps the yocks flowing 
at a steady pace. Duo gives fran- 


1 
ine Angel, 
Pa Bean, Tom Lehrer, Rose 
vurphy, Anita Ellis, Bart Howard, 
sin my Lyons Trio; $5 minimum. 


Angel has come up 
ont fairly distinguished eae 
bo the stock company that = 
this spot for many years. = so 
Jacoby and Max —s av 
pooked Tom Lehrer, who has an 
unusual packground. He’s been an 
' of calculus at evers 

worked on the atom 
~~ Los Alamos. Maybe, cus- 
tomers will have to get or 
clearance to get admittance nF e 
Blue Angel during his run. More 
of Lehrer under New Acts. 

The rest of the show is in the 
usual intime circuit run, but it a 
the attributes of playing exceed- 
ingly well, with a quality of galety 
and provides ample entertainment. 
Contributing to the unusually good 
for this time of year 1s 


is topgrade all the way through. 
Besides gab, there’s some hoofing 
integrated into stint for 


pusiness sults good re- 
Orson Bean, who doubles as anj/°™'*. ; 

important cog in “John Murray| Club’s regular crew continues to 
Anderson's Almanac.” Bean has/turn in polished performances. 


come clever stuff Mf og aoe te 
hn equally effective in this spot as 
be equally Ss ae 


Daniels does a smooth job on his 
vocals, most of which are in the 


it does in the legiter. f showtune vein, while Miss Tate's 
good flow of gab and his under- | songstering and keyboard workover 
graduate mien belies some ex-| are top drawer Miss Barnes’ dead- 


boff material delivered in 


pan delivery on a number of breezy 
Bean isn’t 


remely > ° 
u tunes is a sock entry. Miss Tate, 


an off-the-cuff manner. 


showing the material on view at| incidentally, also pounds the 
the revue, but what’s left is still | ivories in between acts. 
punchy enough to make strong The Three Flames back show 


headway among the saloon se. 
Even though his closer was weaker 
than the rest of his stuff, his over- 
all impression is fine. 

Another item in the comedy 
vein is Rose Murphy, who on show 
caught went in more heavily for 
pianistics than she did for vocals. 
Miss Murphy, with a thin, babyish 
voice, cuts some cute figures while 
seated at the Steinway. Her key- 
thumping is solid with a strong all of the weight of this layout on 
beat that creates excitement. Her his shoulders, but he’s up to the 
humor with the delivery of “Ce-|task. The results are good—and 
celia” and “Can’t Give You Any- | word-of-mouth will help overcome 
thing But Love” are the highspots | some of the troughs that imme- 
from her catalog, and she’s off to diately precede and follow the hol- 
a potent paim. ‘iday business boom. 

Anita Ellis is the straight singer| Gobel 
this session. She has a tuneful,|comic who works with ease and 


neatly and also take over the spot- 
light for some solo executions. 
Jess. 


Statler Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
George Gobel; Gloria Marlowe; 
Dupree Trio; Frankie Carle (13) 
& Ron Perry (5) Orchs; $2 cover. 











George Gobel carries virtually 


expressive voice that can create a impeccable timing to pound over | 
She hits with! a 30-minute stint that is an almost ! 


variety of moods. 
equal effectiveness on a_ catalog’ continuous succession of laughs. 
which includes “From This Mo-' It should serve, too, as a lesson to 
ment On,” “Look to the Rainbow” other nitery comics: there isn’t a 
and “Put the Blame on Mame.” blue line in the 30-minute carload. 

Bart Howard emceés this layout, snow 


" . gets off to a slow start 
and provides lull music and the with the surrounding talent 
Jimmy Lyons Trio showbacks. |booked for this layout. Dupree 


Jose. Trio. two gals and a guy, are in 


,for some song and dance stuff that 
|is more enthusiastic than efferves- 
,cent. They're on twice and their 

Morton Downey, Sue Carson, | routines take them all over the 
Chris Cross, Riverside 
Bill Clifford Orch; 


or minimum, 


Riverside Hotel. Rene 
Reno. Dec. 17. 


no cover or | weakest spot is singer Gloria Mar- 
,lowe. who should have been better 
cece |coached before essaying this date. 
After a layoff from the night-; Gal, late of “The King and I,” has 
club circuit, Morton Downey has an okay voice but no salesmanship 
stepped quietly into this two-week | and her five numbers serve as lit- 
stanza. Scheduled as it is in the | tle more than stage waits. 
calm before Christmas, show is; Frankie Carle is back on the 
holding its head up, but that’s! podium, which means fine dance 
about all. stuff for the customers and good 
In a melange of oldies, Downey | showbacking. He'd better do somre 
clearly begins to catch the oldsters| thing about his emcee chores 
in the aud by their nostalgic | Opening night. in introducing Miss 
throats. It doesn’t take long for, Marlowe, he fumbled all over the 
songs like “I'll Be Seeing You" floor and finally had to resort to 


and “Melancholy Baby” to start, some notes to get her on. Kap. 
working on the sentimental. Sit| 

ing at a grand piano and accom. | e 

panied by poe Reg Downey has) Amat s. Portland. Ore. 
charm which breaks through. He's Portland, Ore., Dec. 16. 
taking the turn lightly, though—!_ Mills Bros. (4) with Clifton 
informally, and maybe too much) White, Sparkelettes (5), Wyn 
SO. ‘ Walker Orch (5) with Rene 


Sue Carson has moments of ex- | Vis; NO MIN; cover, $1.50, Sat. $2 
treme lows in her material, which) .. Reese 

can probably be blamed on some!. Since moving into his ne\. and 
sparse ringsides. But. once there’s | larger location nearly a vear ago. 
a bit of reaction, she reacts per- George Amato has had the face- 
ceptibly, too. The cute brunet is lifters dressing up his nitery. And 
best with her impressions of song! With enlarged seating capacity. 
types rather than individual song Amato is in a position to present 


Stylists some big acts. He gets the season 
, : -tarte ; > . ‘OS and 
Ventriloquist. Chris Cross = started with the Mills Bros., and 

enough different ell ‘a oe Burl Ives, and other headliners 


have already been inked to follow 

Although there are only two acts 
on the current layout, the SRO 
signs will probably be up for the 
next two weeks. The Mills Bros 
come on to a rousing welcome 


his act interesting. He has a cast 
of five dummies. one a fullsize) 
femme, all of whom sing. Since 
this is the thing he capitalizes on, 
there's plenty of it. His banter 
with the set of dummies is good, | 


i - of hi “gles The boys pipe some of their re- 
me some of his ad lib is outstand- | corded le and then give out 
Starlets rj ; with some of the instrumental in- 
ues oe "ig up a standard George | terps that started them to fame 
pings ee in Christmas’ wrap-| They display some nifty show- 
Holt. the t a cute opener. Betty! manship and hold the crowd with 
Clifford eautiful thrush with the | their change of pace and rhythm 
With = orch, intros the number | Clifton White does a nifty job of 
7 P sesee Cute Xmas lyrics. | guitaring for the group. 
show ‘ r routine midway in the | The Sparkelettes, two longstem 


=. a wonderful free-for-all | 
«nce spree through the crazes fof 


the era With the § i 
i e Starlets 
every inch the a acting it 


lookers and three average-sized 
orb fillers, tee off the show w ith 
a precision routine and do a doll- 


+5 part—and acting it.) ype dance for production while 
essentint ne on has become as | doy itis Bros. P< “Paper Doll.” 
of a trademark aha and as much| Cocstuming and freshness make 
Moro St; r] vv of the place as the | this a good contrast avt Wyn 
Starlets, Mark, Walker and the orch set the tempo 
aia ‘or dancing and play a mce show 

Son Soir. N. Y. ad "ela. a waitondowed look- 

In ; aie eLOWUP) bey _ displays some golden pipes 
egular oe to the Bon Soir’s during the dancing sesh ee, 
ot Ji ock company, comprised; Amato has done a top produc- 
Mac nue Daniels, Noreen Tate, tion job on the Mills Bros and the 


ye en Barnes and the Three Flames. house was packed when caught, 


UD is currently spotlighting two] Feve. 





| tertainer 


/and no doubt 


'one of those chichi 


is an exceedingly droll | 


Starlets, | stage to pleasant response. Show's . 


‘comedy and subtle brand of 


| Kinsey. 


St. Regis, New York 

Mary Meade, Ted Grouya, Milt 
Shaw Orch; $1.50 minimum (week- 
ends, $2.50). 





For the Christmas period the 
well-upholstered Maisonette raths- 
Keller’ of the St. Regis Hotel has 


_Mary Meade. Tall, blonde, shape- 


ly, she is an extremely likeable en- 
j with lovely dentistry, 
coiffure and couturier. Pertinent 
to add, she has a nice voice. 
Having played both here and 
abroad, the femme is hardly a new 


, act but this may be one of her best 
apparently | 


breaks and credits, 
thanks to the good offices of Anna 
Sosenko. In a sense, she is a two- 
act since she is routined, arranged 
and directed by her accompanist- 


, Pcie i hub y, Te 3° / My in- 
tic routining to the material, which | ubby, Ted Grouya. The 25 min 


utes or so on the floor pass bright- 
ly, although Miss Meade clearly 
needs, and lacks, one really wow 
comedy number. 


The ditty about Texas comes 
closest but doesn’t quite make it. 
One novelty has her taking a port- 
able mike to tables to invite gents 
to testify how they feel while in 
love. Miss Meade has the neces- 
sary poise and tact to carry this ‘off 
it’s quite amusing 
sometimes, but the gentlemen at 
ringside at the midnight perform- 
ance opening night were lacking 
in personality. Their comments 


were too stiffly Presbyterian for 
fun. 
Miss Meade, a trouper, has 


| charm, and leaves a favorable im- 
| pression. 


This wasn’t made any 
easier for her opening night bv 
tables for 16 
who insist upon 
their own private 
entertainment among 
The worst manners 


of the “elite” 
maintaining 
amateur 

themselves. 


are, of course, frequently encount- 


ered at the best places. and this is 


one of the hazards of being a pro. 


Miss Meade drove right through 
and past her rival entertainers. It 
is to be hoped they at least had 


ordered champagne and the man- 
agement credited Miss. Meade. 


Land. 


Nautilus. Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Dec. 18. 

Janis Paige, Allan Drake, Antone 

& ™a, Syd Stanley Orch; $2 & $3 


minimum. 


Big Driftwood 


room in this 
oceanfront hotel perked up ‘ton- 
siderably, business-wise. with ad- 


vent of Janis Paige. Comedienne 
packed the spot during the dullish 
pre-Xmas influx to mark herself a 
book-back deal. with other cafes in 
the area bidding. 

The eve-filing redhead. sporting 
a tousled Monroeish coif. sells 
sexy 
personality to the hilt. with a “one 
of the crowd” approach that wins 
the femme contingent as easily as 
she does the wolfpack. Gowned in 
a sheath-like creation that high- 


‘lights her plenty physical attri- 
butes. she applies a throaty pair 
of pipes to a sound songalog 


Throughout. the easy delivery and 
manner bespeak her prepping for 
the cafe circuit. With background 
of the other fields, she’s boxoffice 


for the bonifaces looking for a 
“new” face with a strong rep. 


Alan Drake handles his comedy- 
spot assignment in strong stvle 
He's* played this town before. but 
time out works in more re- 
laxed manner to realize on his po- 
tentialities. Most of his material 
is in the fast-gag vein. with play 
on youth, bringing up kids and 
home life angles most of the 
vounger crop of comics are using 
Ideas, however. in most sequences 
are handled for twists that bring 
fast-rising reaction. Serio-comedy 
segment on gamblers going to 
heaven is a finelyv-shaded routine, 
albeit it hits best with the chance- 
tvpes and horse-followers. Lary 

Eddys*. K. €. 
Kansas City. Dec. 17 

Jackie Kannon, Cheerleaders, 

Tony DiPardo Orch ‘8); $1 cover 


*}3 
Luis 


The Eddy establishment reverts 
to a proven formula for this floor- 
show, combining a musical comedy 
group with a comic. The singing 
Cheerleaders being a particularly 
good musical group and Jackie 
Kannon holding his own on the 
comedy line, it sums as more than 
satisfactory entertainment in its 
40 minutes. 

Five cheerleaders take over the 
opening chores as M.C. Tony Di- 
Pardo beckons them to the mike, 
getting things moving quickly with 
a lively “Applause,” and adding 
four more numbers. Lineup of Pat 
Laird. Mary Lou Lyons, Tom Rod- 
dy. Ray Bailey and Dave O'’Hern 
make up a particularly effective 
singing group. 

Solo comedy 
Kannon, whose 
fun at a wide 
from shopping 


turn is taken by 
monology pokes 
variety of topics. 
to football and 


Quin. 





‘Miami Readies for Season; Only Two 


Bistros, 4 Hotels Booking Yop Names 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 


Miami, Dec. 22. 
Pre-season changes in opera- 
tions, club ownerships and hotel 


plans have reached the definitive 
stage, with the run-for-the-patron- 
age set to go within the current 
week and alignment calling for 
only two big clubs and four hotels 


'in the higher budget class for acts. 


Leaders in the big payoff division 
will be the Beachcomber and 


| Clover Club, and among the hotels 


ithe Saxony, Sans Souci, De Lido 
and Nautilus. 
Where, in former seasons, the 


Beach’s Dade Blvd. secici had Copa 
City, Beachcomber and Ciro’s play- 
ing the top names, only the Beach- 
comber will feature such a policy. 
Copa City is to be run by Alan 
Gale come late January. with the 
comedian-host operator adhering to 
his format of minor acts to buttress 
his show, which he dominates. 

Whether his idea will ¢lick in 
so large a place as the Copa ‘750 
seats) is a moot point, especiaily 
with the one-show-a-night, two-on- 
Saturdays policy. The overhead is 
a high one, unless he’s made ar- 
rangements with owners of the 
property on an equitable basi« that 
will allow a chance for such a plan 
to make good. 


Ciro’s will move the jazz-show 


idea, which was a moneymaker last 
year, into the main room. A big 
bar is being installed with. opening 


show Christmas week presenting 


Frances Faye, Red Caps and 
Treniers, where Jimmy Durante. 
Danny Thomas, et al. prevailed 


It’s understood, however, that ar- 
rangements can be made if these 
definite draws will be available 
during height of the season. 


Norman Schuyler is following in 
the footsteps of ailing brother Ned. 
in installing only the biggest names 
that can be bought. Sophie Tucker 
as announced previously. will be 
on hand for 14 weeks. with one or 
two week leaves during that period 
to rest up. Harry Richman will 
handle tke hosting and emcee 
chores. Allout expenditures. on a4 
weekly average, will run between 
$25-30.000. 

Tucker-Hutton Highlight 

Highlight of the Beachcomber 
bookings is expected be the team- 


ing of Miss Tucker and Betti: 
Hutton in mid-January. with the 
tab for the pic star $17.500 per 
frame. Main room will held 900 
persons at a $6-$7 minimum for 
food or beverage. Lounge. with 


capacity of 250, will feature Louis 
Jordan and his music. 

Latin Quarter again features 1 
Lou Walters big production 


plenty of femmes on display beg:in- 


ning the 24th, with the vet pro- 
ducer adding some potent acts in 
Jane Morgan, the Bernard Bros 
and Szonys, among others. And 


¢ome Hialeah time, Joe E. Lewis 
returns for a minimum four-week 
run to add to the late-show draw 


He was a solid click last vear and 
figures to keep the pace this time 
out. Here, too, the food or beverage 
minimum from $6 to $7 will pre- 
Vail. 

On the mainland, Jack Goldman's 
Clover was off to a jackpot start 


with an ll-day run with Patt: Page 


Helen Traubel was in last eek 
Tues.) to be followed by Johnny 
Ray . Dick Hay mes, Lena Horne 







Tony Martin and Billy Grey with 
Ben Lessy and Patti Moore. The 
better voung comedians will be on 
hand for support to mark the 
Clover the only competish. name- 
avise, for the Beachcomber 

Elsewhere on the straight night- 
club run there will be the Vaga- 
bonds returning to their own spot 
Dec. 26, with the same package that 
plaved last season: Condos & 
Brandow. Maria Neglia and Mars 
Ann Bentloy. The quartet have a 
moneymaker and this season expect 
to bring back the considerable 
following they've built. one which 
keeps their take on the heavy black 
side. Five O'Clock Club. without 
Martha Raye, is a problem 

Understood offers have’ been 
made to some of the bigger tumult 
comics to come in on a season deal 
but reaction has been negative 
Thus, expnerimental policy is being 
tried with current show compris- 
ing Billy Ward and the Dominoes 
plus the Nov-elites and Dominique 
indicative. Gracie Barrie will run 
her own cafe on site of the former 
Celebrity Club. She's renamed the 
location Place Pigalle and will 
head up her shows. 

Hotel Rundown 

On the hotel Run the new DiLido 
tees off with the Ritz Bros. Dec 
24. with other top names being 
dickered for. Saxony holiday pack- 
age ‘in for six weeks) has Estelita, 


ithe Quintetto Allegro and Suveen 


‘to be 





followed by Los Chavales 
troupe, also for six weeks. San 
Souci is set with a strong lineup 


that has such acts as Nicholas 
Bros.. Mary Small, Carl Brisson 


and Mimi Benzell skedded. 
Nautilus Hotel strated its bidding 


for the cafeites’ dollar last week 
‘Wed.) with Janis Paige and Alan 
Drake, to be followed by Larry 
Storch, Jackie Miles and other 
comedians available. The Casa- 


blanca is on the experimental side 
with plans to use a local stock com- 
pany in abbreviated musicomedy 
and tab shows, beginning end of 
month. There had been an idea 
of using better acts to head up the 
group, but thus far none has been 
signed 

That's the picture for the bigger 
operations. The intimeries such as 
Bar of Music. Birdland, L’Aiglion’s 
Lounge, the all-n‘teries on the 79th 
St. causeway. fill out the picture. 
And further up the siate and U.S. 
highways there'll be several motels 
offering entertainment Add the 
dozen oda stripperies that fringe 


the area. as well as the many 
oceanfront hotels offering one- 
night features. and that’s it. Re- 


sults, per every annum, ficvmc pz 
40° success group against the 
losses due for the rest. 


Clover Clab. Miami 


Miami, Dec. 18 
Helen Traube!, Harvey Stone, 
Dolores Renay, Ted Lewrie, Seima 
Marlowe Line ‘6). Tony Lopez 
Orch; $2.50 & $5 minimum 


Helen Tra&ubel makes the transi- 
tion from opera to potent cafe per- 
sonality with ease Despite fact 
that she opened during the coldest 
spell this town has seen in some 


time. there was no gainsaving the 
solid ciick the former Metopera 


Star marked up on opening and fo!- 
lowing nights through week- 
end. with the normally towgh-to- 
piease cafegoers in this arcs pound. 
ing and yelling for more through- 
Gut her carefully siaged siimt. 

Hers is a quiet approzch. yet 
strong. with the aura of class dis 


the 





tinguishing her smarily-balanced 
blend. plussed by artful lighting 
and brilliant arrangeme From 
opening Viennese medlev she re- 
veals the smart staging in rimplie. 
effective introes to all numbers 


rom “I Believe.” through digest of 
Song of Norway” melodies. Con- 








tinues the pattern with operatic se- 
quence which highlights Verdi, 
Pucecini and Wagnerian arias to 
the Met background. han- 
ed th the simple touch tha 
ells top reaction 
In second segment oi her act 
1€ tallored-for-ciubs material 
omes up for the constant build, 
h “No Other Love.” a Harlem- 
stvlied version of “St. Louis B ues.” 
nd the sock Durante-angied rou- 
ine Win her accomuanist in on 
the 20-rolls and the Schnozz's 
rhvyth: nding nt a strut 
u : 1 “Won't Y« Come 
Home. B Bailes 
Harve S‘ one n the ymecdy 
slot omes back an assure au- 
the é ghmaker vv 2 
strong package of wacgen | 
special : pers Wiss each 
utine elody finish tc id 
e@ sock Most rf his s fl 
sounds ne 7 » EaSS COVI- 
ously so St n Las Vegas 
ga £ €- s £ C- 
age on wife and home life and 
when brought back. the Army I 
tine he is entified with—plus 
added newies round out a refresh- 
ing. fast pacea canto 
Production numopers ge DY 
Selma Mariowe are holdovers ith 
Te d Lawrie Y Dolo < \ 
dding zing to the solo-lead < 
Lawrie is an apt emcee as as 
a sourd sone-Cance man 


Rice Hotel. Heuston 
Houston. Dec. 17 

Ricardo & Norma: Charlie Fisk 

Or with Lee Char $3.50 


he second 1953 Empire 
gement for Ricardo & 
from the applause of 
a ngside it locks like 
they could find a home away from 
home here. Svecial arrangements 

from Portu- 





CrOMW 


and routines varving 
guese peasant numbers to smart!) 


Kern waltzes, 


executed Jerome 

with a few comedy routines thrown 
in for good measure, make ther 
turn one of the most enlovabdie 
dance acts to hit Houston In some 
time. 

Ensemble of Charlie Fisk as 
also made itself a part of the ocul 
scene and is soid favorite Vo 
small part of this success can be 
attributed to Lee Charme! i0 
nonlies the vocals and dit sses UP 
the band. P ao 
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WEEK OF DEC 


whether full 


EMBER 23, 1953 


or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


Leiter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Messi 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivolis (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 

Music Hall (1) 24 

Patricia Raynay 

Norman Wyatt 

Jeanette Tonnen 

Jack Beaber 

Jayne Hornby 

Eric Hutson 

George Swtelle 

Baudys Creyhounds 

Rocket es 

Corps ce Ballet 

Sym Ore 
Patace (R) 23 

Jones & Witbert 

Rita Constance — 

Leonareo & Anita 


Dockys BB Dogs 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 25 
Hill Toppers 
Sid Krofft 
Tien Tsi Liu Tp 
Cy Reeves 
Rea! (P) 25 
Duke Ellineten Ore 
H Hall & G Dell 
5 Flamingoes 
Patty Ann 
Roy Nance 
Jimmy Grissom 
MIAMI 


} Olympia (P) 23 
w 





Colbergs i Hoveler Girls 
Rov Benson | Birk Twins 
C Fernendo D & A Jimmy Casanova 
Siate Bros & LD D Dalton & 
Barton ‘ Manners 
AUSTRALIA 
BR'SBSANE 1} Duke & Horsburgh 


His Maijectys (T) 21 


|} Jeev Forter 





Tomm” “rinder | Babs Mcinnon 
Toni “reen ; Peter 
Jce Lee Dorothy Hall 
3 Fayes Wolly Peterson 
6 De Pauls ee 
Bouna Aderables 
Mary Priestman SYDNEY 
Harry Moreny i Tivoli (T) 21 __ 
Lleyvd Martin | Sieman & Archie 
Toni Lamond } Daresco 3 
Maureen Hellman | Lowe & Ladd 
Dancing Boys | Charley Wood Co 
Ballet | Frank Cook 
MELROIRNE } Susan Jeans 
Tiveli (T) 21 | Renita Kramer 
Betty Driver 'Carlis'e & We'dos 
Walton & O'Rourke | Claudine Cheret 
Chevalier Bros Chaddells 
Jimae Co Show Girls 
Gene Jimse | Nudes 
Norman Vaughan ‘| Ballet 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL + Bobbie Kimber 
Patace (i) 21 } tris Sadler 
Frankie Vaughn |; Richman & Jackson 
Jimmy J:mes Co |Shipway Twins 
Western Stars +2 Angelos 
N & N Grant j Les Traversos 
Lorraine | MOTTINGHAM 
Columbus Ce | Empire M) 21 
Den. Arées cn | Loarel & Mores 
r ng ili, |Gerdon Craiz 
CHELSEA | Leslie Sourling 
Palace (1) 21 |John Sullivan 
Pharos & Marinas |p Rosaire & T 
Sensation=| Skylo@S |} Kayes Pekes 
Nixon & Dixon | Harry Worth 
Billy O'Sullivan 3 Jills 
Shirley Dane 'Ursala & Gus 
ye Sis “ |}Roy & Ray 
thur Stot ie 
EAST HAM | Bemands Pigeons 
Grenada 3) 2% | PORTSMOUTH 
E Bramall P Rev |_ Royal ‘mM 21 


Kings 4 Sea Lions 
Sehnack<: Chimps 
Danny O’Dare 
Bobbie Dennis 
June Birch 
EDINBURGH 
Emoire M™) 21 
Aly Wilsen 
Vogelbeins Bears 
Sehimann Horses 
Arthur Worsley 
Rockleys 


| Dancing Duvals 

‘Johnny Dennis Co 

+Tony Brent 

|Henderson & Kemp 

'Lesiie Randall 

| Ameaster 

| Fred Atkins 

| Bobby Collins 

J Je® & June 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire ‘$) 23 

| Charles Irwin 

'Dolore Whiteman 

|Norman Harper 








Musical ,Den Cameron 
HACKNEY 'Chief Eagle Eve 
Empire S$ 21 'S Mohawks 
Dargie 5 | Rustler 
Alma Cogan iPrasers H Ca 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Basin Sireet t Hotei Statier 
Lilly Christine } Russ Morgan Ore 
Pail Napoleon Hotei Taft 
Billy Taylor Trio | Vincent Lopez Orc 
Bive Angei i tatin Quarter 


Tom Lerrer 
Rose Murphy 
Anita Ellis 
Orson Bean 


Bon Serr 
Jimmie Daniels 
Patrica Bright 
Norene fate 
Garland Wilsen 
Mae Barnes 
Kirkwood & 

Goodman 
Cate Society DO’ntwn 
Nancy Andrews 
Romaynes 
Rivera 3 
Charlie Barnet Orc 


Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Freddie Stewart 
Jd & J Williams 
Larry Foster 
Chateau Madrid 
Alberto Castillo 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Copacabana 
Kean Sisters 
Norman Brooks 
Dunhills 
Jonathan Lucas 
Herb Fields 
M Dusse wre 
Frank Maiti Ore 
Hote! Ambassacor 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Three Suns 
Hote! Giltmere 
Gleb Yellin 
Hotel New Yorker 
Arnold Shoda 
Joan Walden 
Dru & Dijon 
Ernie Rudy Ore 
A Rollini Trio 
Hotel Pierre 
Toni Arden 
L & E Roberts 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Chico Relli Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Mary McCarty 
Linn & Alexander 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Mote! St. Regis 
Mary Meade 
ilt Shaw ore 
orace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Juliana Larson 
Lester Lanin Ore 
Jan Brunesco Ore 


Franklin & Lane 
Elly Ardeity 

L & M Murray 
Mon Toy 

| Ving Merlin 
Darvas & Julia 
Lee Sharon 
Rob Murray 

7 Ashtons 

Ruby Richards 
Art Wane Orc 
B Hariowe Orc 
ta Vie En Rose 
Julius LaRosa 
Lillian Roth 

; Van Smith Ore 


Me. | Fifth Ave 
| Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Haze! Webster 

Old Roumanten 
Sadie Banks 
Sid Cary 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Acuila Ore 

Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 
Joan Bishop 
Eddie Litwin 


Two Guitars 
Viadimir Rozhen 
Lubov Hamshay 
Misha Uzdanoff 
Senia Karavaeft 
Misha Markoff 


Town & Country 
La Playa Sextet 
Johnny Morris Ore 
Versailles 
‘Nice To See You’ 
Georgie Kaye 
Fay DeWitt 
Don Liberte 
Al Norman 
Lou Nelson 
Derothy Keller 
Patti Ross 
Linda Lombard 
Barbara Stewart 
Caro) Ohinart 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Jackie Jay 
David Blight 
Holly Warren 
Zeb Carver Ore 
Hal Graham Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Sylvia Sims 
Irwin Corey 
C Williams Trio 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Jose Greco 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 








{ CHICAGO 
| Bive Angel Capek 
Jene Kelly Lippe & Balisch 
|Tany Roman Bobby May 
| Neville Black Bob Bromiey 
'Val Navaro Bill Griffin 
|Grace Nichols N & J Waldo " 
Bob WeDyck Trio | Boulevar-Dears (7) 
| Bisck Orchid Boulevar-Dons (6) 
} Josh White F Masters Orc 
Rita Dimitri Edgewater Beach 
t-, Trio Dorothy Sarnoff 
. Robert Lamouret 


Cher Paree 
'K Stone Quartet 
; Estelle Loring 
| Rafael & Models (3) 
| Brian Farnon Orc 
Chamaco Band 





; 
| 
‘ 


T Wonder & M 
Banks 

Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Paimer House 
os Chavales (11) 


Conrad Hilton Hot’! Trini Reves 


Margie Lee 


' 


D La Salle Orch 


LOS ANGELES 


i 
| Ambassador Hotel 
}F Martin Ore 
|; Charlivels (3) 
|Jara Mason 
Band Box 
| Rose Marie 
; Lenny Kent 
| Del Rubio Sis @ 
Larry Green 
Bar of Music 
| Arthur Blake 
, Jayne Manners 
E Bradford Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 
Johnny Johnston 
Bobby Sargent 
| Eileen O’Dare 
Derwin Ore 


| 





Ciro’s 
Will Mastin Trio 
Sammy Davis. Jr 


Dick Stabile Orc 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
Charley Foy’s 
Doodles Weaver 

Jimmie Ames 

A Browne Orc 

Mecambo 

L Carter & Cartiers 

E Oliver Ore 
Statier Hotel 

George Gobel 

Gloria Marlowe 

Dupree Trio 

Frankie Carle Ore 

Ron Perry Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Beth Challis 
Gina Valenta 
Hildegarde Halliday 
Fred Thompson 
Birdiand 
Erroll Garner Trio 
Sarah McLawler § 
Shoremede 
Preacher Rollo $ 
Ray Mambe Ore 
Lynita 
| Beachcomber 
Sophie Tucker 
Billy Daniels 
Myron Cohen 
Harry Richman 
Blackburn Twins & 
| Evelyn Ward 
Len Dawson Ore 


Casablanca 
“Passing Fancy” 
Revue 
Warde Donovan 
Gieria Richards 
Cele Blake 
Jack Marlin 
Dave Tyter Ore 
Cire’s 
Frances Faye 
The Red Caps . 
The Treniers 
Clever Ciub 
Johnny Ray 
Danny Crystal 
Betty Luster 
Tony Lopez Ore 
Selma Mariowe Line 
| Woody Woodbury 
Five O’Ciock 
B Ward Dominoes 
The Nov-elites (3) 
Dominique 
Len Dawson Ore 
Di Lide Hotel 
Ritz Bros 
Freddie Calo Ore 
L’‘Aigion 
Chney Reves Ore 
L’Aigion Strings 
Charlie Farrell 


Latin Quarter 


; Jane Morgan 


Bernard Bros 

The Szonys 

Ving Merlin Strings 
Veronica Bell 


|} Ruth Costello 


} 





Ralph Young 
Piroska 
Ernie Amato 
Cortez Ore 
Campo Orc 
terd Tarteton 
Jack Stuart Orc 
Leon & Eddie's 
Myra Davis 
Chuck Fontaine 


| Acres O’Reilly 


Green Hair Girl 
Jackie Gordon 
Billy Austin 
Nancy Kent 
Charlotte Waters 
Bill Grav 

Ralph Gilbert 


Antone & 
Sid Stanley Ore 
Allan Drake 
Sans Souci Hote: 
Nichelas Bros 
Bob McFadden 
Arne Barnett 
Sacaras Orc 

Ders 


Roney Plaza 
Milt Herth Trio 


Errol Flynn 


Continued from page 2 








are willing to put up $150,000, the 
actor said. This, plus $75,000 owed 
by the Italo distrib, would be suf- 
ficient to wind up “Tell” which by 
now has a nut of $1,200,000. Flynn 
said he wasn't sure whether he 
would need the UA guarantee 
which is conditioned on the deliv- 





ery of the negative in N. Y. 


Neither Italian Films Export in 
Rome; ANIC \, the Italo producers’ | 
‘assn., or the 1. S. Embassy helped | 
him any in his difficulties, Flynn, 
asserted. On the contrary, he said, 
ANICA topper’ Ejitel Monaco 
played a cat-and-mouse game with 
'him and in the end cost him a 
i hunk of coin by playing ball with 
'the Italian interests, he charged. 
| Actor said he made five applica- 
tions for a date with Claire Booth 
i'Luce, the U. S. ambassador in | 

Italy, “but she just wouldn't see | 
; me.” | 


, Flynn is discussing several more 
| production deals in Italy and is 











Errol Flynn was in N.Y. last 

week with a marmoset to take 

| back to Italy. It escaped from 

;} eage and Flynn's attractive 
| secretary took up the chase. 

| Just then the phone rang. It 

was Jack Cohn of Columbia. 


| Errol Flynn Joke 


| “What's all the 
| asked. “I've got a dame here 
chasing a monkey,” said Flynn. 
j There was a second of dead 
| air. Then Cohn said quietly: 
“You've always been a bizarre 
fellow, Errol.” 


noise,” he 





{ 
' 
' 


also mulling a _ television film 
|series. He couldn't star in the 
video pix since his 12-year Warner 
Bros. contract has eight more years 
;to run and doesn’t allow him to 
| appear in video pix. Making it very | 
‘clear that he didn’t cherish the 
| idea of working for the WB studio, | 
| the actor said he had briefly dis-| 
/ cussed settling his contract. | 
| “They asked me how much I'd 
| be wllicrg to pay them,” he re-| 
‘called. He has to return to Holly- | 
wood next year to live up to his| 
_one-a-year deal with Warners. 





| Flynn said Italo production costs | 


|are still 40% to’ 45% less than on| 
'the Coast. 


}edy departments 


Studio equipment in | 
| Rome was fine, he indicated, even | 


TT 


House Reviews 


Palace, N. Y. 

Argo & Faye, Grace Drysdale. 
George Kirby, Nils & Naydnne, 
Hiiton & Lee, Jack & Elsa Shan- 
non, The Jaywalkers (3), Louis & 
Reggie Arley, Jo Lombardi House 
Cich; “Man From Cairo” (Lip), 
reviewed in Variety Dec. 2, ’53. 





Palace biil, which wound up last 
night (Tues.), made for generally 
pleasant viewing. Show was nicely 
paced, with a variety of acts that 
included comedy, mimicry, pup- 
peteering, terping, acrobatics and 
songstering. ; 

Argo & Faye, opening turn, go 
through a well-staged tap routine 
in okay fashion. Male and female 
hoofers wind up stint neatly by 
cleating out mambo rhythms on 
two drums. In the deuce spot, 
Grace Drysdale manipulates her 
hand puppets adeptly. Femme, 
hidden from sight, puts the dolls 
through various dance steps on a 
miniature stage. For a closer she 
makes an appearance and does 
some dancing on her own, while 
putting the puppets through their 
paces. 

George Kirby’s aping of instru- 
ments, actors and singers is a click 
item. Negro mimic rates #8 a sock 
entry with his vocal gymnastics. 
A suave acro-terp team, Nils & 
Nadynne score with specialty that 
has male partner constantly hoist- 
ing femme member of the team 
and twirling her through the air. 

Comedics by Hilton & Lee occa- 
sionally border on the blue side. 
Material offered isn’t too potent 
and business of having one of the 
two gals slap the other around hits 
a low comedy note. The Jaywalk- 
ers are a bright male trio. Boys’ 
satirizations and in between-gab 
dance bits are strong laughgetters. 

Jack & Elsa Shannon, vocal duo, 
and Louis & Reggie Arley, acro 
team, are reviewed under New 
Acts. Jess. 


Chieage, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 18. 
Charlie Applewhite, Lenny Col- 
yer, Consolo & Melba, Al Gordon & 


|Dogs, Louis Basil House Orch (12); 


“Vickt” 
{U). 


(20th) and “Glass Web” 


This is a low-budget bill, in for 
just the week of the pre-Christmas 
doldrums, but it comes off nicely 
with good talent in the song-com- 
(although their 
name value is slight), and two 
well-known standards lending first- 
rate support. Owing to a double 
feature program onscreen, acts 
kick in only three shows daily, 


J Donnet Ore though it’s difficult to shoot direct | with a fourth on Saturday. 


Allegro Quintet 
ee 


Suveen 

Val Olman Ore 

Helene 

Teny De La Cruz 
Vagabonds 

Vagabonds ‘+ 

Maria Neglia 

Cendos & Brandow 

Mary Ann Bentley 


iFrank Linale Orc 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert inn 
“Minsky’s Follies” 
| Paul Gilbert 
| De la Rosa $ 


| 
' 


}Joe Venuti Ore 


Sands 
Danny Thomas 
B Eckstine 


Denn Arden Dnecrs' Vic Damone 
Cariton Hayes Ore |J McHugh & S 


Cortez 
Cooper Sisters 
Eddie Skrivanek 6 
El Ranche Vegas 
;} Georgia Gibbs 
| Jack E Leonard 
| Allan & Ashton 
Det Dee Dners 
, Bob Ellis (Cre 
Flaminge 
Pearl Bailey 
Ming & Ling 
5 Christobels 
S Felix Prod 
Barbara Perry 
Torris Brand Ore 
Last Frentier 
Mary Kaye Trio 
Buddy Lester 
Senor Wences 
Jean Deviyn Dncrs 
Garwood Van Orc 
Goiden Nugget 
Nemo e 
Margie Garretson 
Ish Kabibble 


Mapes Skyroom 
Cari Ravazza 
Jay Lawrence 
Mapes Skylettes 


M de Paris Org 
Michelle Duc 

yy P Rodriguez 
Rosendo RKosell 
Alberto A Ballet 
Sonia Calero 

Raul Diaz 

E Antunez Orq 

;}C de la Playa Orq 
} Sans Souci 
Olga Chaviano 
Walter Nick 

Juliet & Sandor 

| America Crespo 
Rosana Martin Trio 
Henri Boyer 
Tondelapo 

i Xiomara Alfaro 





} 
| 








Bily Gray 


|P Moore & B 
Lessey 


y 
Frank Sinatra 
Cepa Girls 
Ray Sinatra Orc 

Sahara 
Marlene Dietrich 
Dick Shawn 
Sa-Harem Dncrs 
Cee Davidson Ore 

Silver Slipper 

Henry 
Sparky Kaye 
Billy Barty 
Virginia Dew 
Bill Willard 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
M Gates Palominos 
G Redman’s Orc 

Thunderbird 

Jay Lawrence 
Landre & Verna 
Stuart Foster 
McQuaig Twins 
Brewster Singers 


RENO, NEVADA 


Golden Girls 
Sterling Young Orc 
Riverside Reno 
L of Ozark S Ders 


E Fitzpatrick Ore Mary Small 
New Golden Paul White 
Toni Harper Riverside Starlets 
Frakson Betty Holt 
Dewey Sisters Bill Clifford Ore 
HAVANA 
Montmartre Helena & Hector 


Cachia 

Fernando Valencia 
R Ortega Org 

C Rodriguez Org 


Tropicana 
Los Xey 


Mane Lopez 
Paulina Alvarez 
Rudolfo Borges 
Marcel Defour 
Romeros 

Elia Valladares 
Miguel Chekis 
Jorge Martinez 
Bobby de Argas 
4 Romeu Org 
Senen Suarez Orqg 


sound. While in N. Y. Flynn did | 


|redubbing and editing on his, 


|“Crossed Swords,” a UA release. 
| 


' 








Hitler Film 


Continued from page 2 





; 
' 





} 
artillery blasting the German eagle 
| and swastika off the top of Nazi 
| headquarters in Nuremberg. There | 
j follows a flashback to Berlin of | 
1914 and considerable footage is | 
| devoted to the “good old days” 
| and the Weimar Republic before 
| the first entrance onto the scene 
'of Hitler. There’s a memorable 
shot of Hitler banging his fist on 
| the desk as he calls Churchill “a 
| drunkard,” and another of Eva 
Braun peeling potatos in Hitler's 
garden. 

You see the Star of David paint- 
ed on the windows of Jewish shops 
and SS guards standing outside 
forbidding entry to customers. You 
see German troops marching 
through Paris. And on the home 
front a drive to collect fur for the 
soldiers on the Russian front. Japa- | 
nese newsreels show the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

Except for the Braun footage 
and shots of the Americans landing 
in Europe it's all familiar stuff to 
the locals; what would have been 
interesting, though possibly too re- 
| vealing, is contained in the 80 cuts 
/in the censor’s file, 

(It is strongly rumored that 
among the group of censors were 
two top governmental officials who 
discovered themselves in indiscreet 
shots, and instigated the ban.) 

At present foreign distribution is 
still banned. However, two copies 
of the film have been smuggled out 
of Germany. One is allegedly in 
Rome and the other is in the pos- 
session of Helmut Mattner, Euro- 
pean manager for The Harlem 
Globetrotters, who claims U. S. 
distribution rights. According to 
London reports, Mattner is travel- 
ing incognito and = frequently | 
changing his London hotel address, | 
| charging that he is hounded by 











| German agents, 


Choosing Charlie Applewhite to 
headline, house producer Nate 
Platt once more is putting to test 
TV's ability to popularize names. 
Youngster, doing his first turn on 
the boards, is something of a long- 


shot, having only a brief TV ten- 
|ure with Milton Berle to his pro- 
|fessional credit. 


He’s reviewed 
under New Acts. 

Lenny Colyer, who crops up 
from time to time in local niteries, 
emcees this theatre in smooth 
fashion, wringing a round of snick- 
ers in the interims and cashing in 
for big yocks in his own segment 
of impressions. Colyer’s metier is 
spoofery of singing types, Billy 
Eckstine, Carmen _ Lombardo, 
Vaughn Monroe and Rose Murphy, 
closing with his of-course bit, a 
Johnnie Ray mockery that climaxes 
in the kneeling position with hair- 


| Pulling and shoe pounding. Re- 


ception is fine overall. 
Ballroomologists Consolo & Mel- 
ba tee off the spread with fluent 
team terp in the Latin, polka and 
pops idioms. Duo dishes up whirls 
and fancy stepping for consistent 
plaudits scoring best on “White 
Christmas” episode with soap bub- 
bles dropping like snow from the 


| proscenium. 


Al Gordon and his dogs add 
novelty and comedy in stint which 
has the gravel-voiced master quar- 
reling with the untractable hounds 
to perform tricks. Actually the 
canines execuie a total of three 
stunts, none of them particularly 
extraordinary for a dog act, but 
the little fellows have crowd- 
pleasing personalities and Gordon 
himself is a good laugh-provoker. 
Act sits well with the patrons in 
support. Les. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 18. 
Clark Dennis, Felo & Bruno, 
Sonny Sparks, Del-Raes, Phil Ben- 
nett & Crow, Les Rhode. House 
Orch; “The Fake” (UA). 





Majority of acts in for this frame 
are a cut above the 
here in recent weeks. Bill adds 
up, for the most part, as pleasant 
fare. 

Topliner Clark Dennis is of the 
better grade crooners, with a 


Straightforward style and delivery 


talent seen | 


that adds to overall impact. Facy 
manner and well-versed handling 
of his pop songalog mark him a 
click all the way. 

Runnersup on the mitt-meter are 
Felo & Bruno. Twin-piano arrange. 
menis of classic and current tunes 
are played out at fast pace with 
zany antics interwoven to kee 
them interested, even tossing in g 
bit of terping. 

Sonny Sparks, in the comedy 
slot, can’t seem to spark any aud 
rapport, but emcees show in okay 
manner. 


On the novelty side, teeoff slot 
offérs the Del-Raes, competent 
aerialists who rack up fair mitts 
with their pole-stunts. Phil Ben- 
nett and his “talking” crow sit 
well with the stubhholders with bird 
perched on an arm while Bennett 
has him talk-whistle some fair pat- 
ter. _ Lary. 





Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, Dec. 18. 
Huntz Hall & Gabe Dell, Buster 
Burnell, Rosita Davis, Kim Yen Soo 
(3), Elaine Browning, Archie 
Stone House Orch; “Bachelor & 
Bobby Soxer” (RKO). 


Xmas shopping is denting the 
b.o. but all acts go over to hearty 
reteption from those customers 
lured in, with top marquee strength 
going to Huntz Hall and Gabe Dell. 
Whole 70-minute stage package is 
hefty on speed and diversity. 

Hall & Dell, always popular here 
with their standard antics in the 
aisles as well as onstage, have 
added a “Dragnet” satire, with Dell 
on the monolog and Hall as radio 
sound effects man gumming up the 
proceedings. It’s a bellylaugh skit. 
Zany = do a knockout mayhem 
for a 20-minute begoff stint. 

With Buster Burnell as emcee, 
bill opens with Elaine Browning, 
pert brunet in a luscious crimson 
gown, on for her marimba work 
with a brisk “Canadian Capers” and 
“Hungarian Rhapsody” for two and 
four mallet manipulations, a switch 
to a slow waltz medley for bell-like 
effects, and finishing with a puppet 
whose feet are attached to the 
mallets for an eccentric dance ef- 
fect that smashes over on novelty. 

Burnell’s dancing in full stage is 
hefty on ballet-taps style, with 
plenty of leaps and spins in his 
“Frenchman in New York” routine: 
a neat staccato ‘‘Wooden Soldier” 
bit; a nice soft shoe, complete with 
stick and strawhat; and a macabre 
eccentric, in the green light to 
“Powerhouse,” for more taps and 
aaet Sones. 

Rosita Davis, poured into an en- 
casing evening gown, draws appre- 
ciative whistles from the Casino's 
usually staid audience, but the 
singer swiftly proves she has plenty 
of vocal virtuosity in addition to 
those accompanying sinuous body 
undulations. Gal opens with shout 
style of “Send My Baby Back to 
Me,” a blues contralto treatment 
of “Black Coffee,” a ballad style 
of “From This Moment On,” and 
a sexy encore for “I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin” for a terrific beg- 
off that has the customers pound- 
ing for more. 

Next to closing in the well-paced 
melange is Kim Yen Soo, Oriental 
magician, with two comedy femme 
assistants. McStay. 





Radiocentro, Havana 
. Havana, Dec. 16. 
Kid Gavilan, Dick & Biondi, Lago 
Sisters, Gabino Delgado, Alberto 
Alonso Ballet Corps, Guzman 
Orch; “Serpent of the Nile” (Col) 

and “Down to Earth” (Col). 


Kid Gavilan, welterweight box- 
ing champ, is the latest topflight 
fighter to turn from floodlights to 
spotlights. In his stage debut at 
Radiocentro he does a competent 
mambo with a chorus girl. For a 
bit of novelty, the Kid and the girl 
exchange pretended blows in a 
mock fight as they dance. 

Acting as straight man for the 
comics, Dick & Biondi, the Kid 
demonstrates easy stage presence, 
speaks clearly and seems to enjoy 
himself as much as when he lands 
one of his famed “bolo” punches 
on an opponent. He also answers 
a number of questions about his 
career put to him by sports an- 
nouncer Gabino Delgado. 

Dick & Biondi, who are Argen- 
tineans, display the usual gags and 
grimaces which have made them 
favorites on stage and TV. The 
three Lago Sisters do some pretty 
unremarkable singing (or rather, 
pretty but unremarkable), and ac- 
company themeelves on_ guitars 
and with maracas (pebble-filled 
gourds). 

Continuing to be one of the most 
|refreshing things in Cuban thea- 
|tre, Alberto Alonso's ballet corps 
'(13) in this show has been given 
a minor role as a_ background 
‘chorus in the Gavilan-Dick & 
Biondi skit. Jay. 
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Unique Deal on ‘Gently’ Film Rights; 
Angels to Get $7,000 Back on Flop 


nique deal, the film rights+ 
Mgently Does It” have been ac- | 
alt by producers Edward 
Choate and George Ross, in part- 
ership with Gilbert Miller. Back- 
dl the recent Broadway produc- 
ion of the show share in the pro- 
wer was negotiated in England 
during the run of the original Lon- 
don production, in which Coate 
anc Ross were associated with 
West End producer Wauna Paul. 
Rights were being sought at the 
time by Alexander Korda, but 
Choate and Koss figured the value 
of the property would increase 
after they produced the meller on 
Broadway. 

Authoress Janet Green was anx- 
ious to make a deal at once, how- 
ever, so Gilbert Miller joined with 
Choate and Ross and negotiated 
the outright purchase of the rights 
for $28,000. Miss Green got the 
author’s half of that (as stipulated 
under the British setup), Miss Paul 
got a quarter as co-producer, and 
Choate and Ross retained the re- 
maining quarter as her partners. 
Thus, they and Miller actually 
paid $21,000, retaining the $7,000 
slice. 

Since “Gently” was a flop on 
Broadway, losing its entire $60,000. 
investment, the nianazement’s en- 
tire $7,000 share of the film deal 
will zo to the backers. Meanwhile, 
“hoate, Ross and Miller, having 
purchased the rights as a specula- 
tion, have worked out a terfative 
resale deal with Republic for $30,- 
000. The studio wants the yarn as 
a vehicle for Ray Milland. 

Tentative sale of the rights was 
negotiated with a Coast production 
group headed by Albert Zugsmith 
for a $50,000 down payment, plus 
15% of the profits from the pic- 
ture. Deal was called for the use 
of the Broadway cast, scenery and 
costumes, with the film to be shot 
in color. However, the proposition 
chilled over the $50,000 down pay- 
ment. 

Additional return to the backers, 
besides the $7,000 slice of the film 
sale, will include $3,500 advance 
against royalties from the Drama- 
tists Play Service on the amateur 
rights and prospective royalties 
from stock. Deal with Samuel 
French for the stock rights gives 
Choate and Ross the right to send 
out a strawhat company prior to 
general release. 


Arena Guild Lines Up Its 
26th Member; St. Pete 
Setup Preps 2d Season 


With the addition of the Capitol 
Theatre, St. Petersburg, Fla., to its 
circult, the Arena Guild now has 
26 member theatres, Capitol goes 
into its second season of winter 
stock Jan. 11, with Donald Woods 
and Janet Riley in “The Moon Is 
Blue.” Other plays to be present- 
ed at the 829-seat theatre include | 
"Mister Roberts,” with John Dall; | 
‘Born Yesterday,” with Vicki Cum- 
mings; ‘Time of the Cuckoo,” with 
Claire Luce; “The Women,” with 
Gypsy Rose Lee; “Bell, Book and | 
Candle,” with Sylvia Sydney; “For 
Leve or Money,” with June Lock- | 
hart, and “Her Cardboard Lover.” 
With Lisa Ferraday, 

June Havoc is also slated to make | 
an appearance at the theatre in a 
new play. Zack Waters and Julian 
Borris will handle the directorial | 
chores. Carl Cavallo and John | 
Dewey will operate the theatre | 
Jointly, having bought out their 
third partner, Sam Harris, Besides | 
# resident company, theatre will | 
utilize six apprentices. 


ROBBINS, SOKOLOW EYE 
ISRAELI CO. FOR US. 


Jerome Robbins and Anna Soko- 
ad choreographers and dancers, 
nave been in Israel the last few 
weeks, under sponsorship of the 
merican Fund for Israel Institu- 
tons, looking over the Inbal. This 
lhe eroup of Yemenite dancers, 
ated by Sara Levi-Tanai, which 
ee Guo it checking for a possible 
: ar of the U. S. in 1954-55 under 
“rection of Sol Hurok. 
= Duo is due back home soon, but 
wad return again Shortly there- 
‘ oy to Israel, for a six-month pe- 
; oto train and prep the group 














Handelsman to Direct 
Philly Park Legiter 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

S.. M. Handelsman, veteran 
Broadway manager, has _ been 
named managing director of Phila- 
delphia’s municipally-owned Play- 
house in the Park for the 1954 
summer season, 

Handelsman, who lives in Forest 
Hills, N. Y., was business manager 
of the Playhouse in the Park dur- 
ing its first two years. He succeeds 
Theron Bamberger, who died sud- 
denly after the conciusion of last 
season. 

City-owned tent theatre, which 
has been operating in black ever 
since start in June, 1952, is con- 
templating &longer season for its 
third year. 


Tix Snafus In 
Pre-Xmas Lull 


Decision of some legit manage- 
ments to lay off for pre-Christmas 
week vacations, after putting tix 
on sale for that period, is causing 
some disgrwitlement among the- 
atregoers. Actors Equity last week 
received a letter from Baltimore. 
in which the correspondent beefed 
about having bought ducats for 
“Wonderful Town” for this week. 
but was cancelled out due to mu- 
sical taking a vacation breather. 
Letter also noted that the same 


situation occurred last year with 
“Deep Blue Sea.” 


Complaint stated that the tickets 
were bought early in November in 





|line with plans to visit New York! 


for the holiday. Correspondent 
wasn’t against show’s laying off. 
but felt that a last-minute decision 
to do so left incoming theatre 
patrons “without the opportunity 
to seek tickets for other shows.” 


In the case of “Sea.” advance 
notice of the show taking off for 


the holiday was not given. due to, 
Margaret ' 


an administrative error. 
Sullavan, play’s star. had a stipu- 
lation in her contract to the effect 


that she didn’t have to play during | 


pre-Christmas week. As a resuit 
of the mixup she did play part of 
the week. (Actress has similar 


stipulation in the “Sabrina Fair” | 
shutter | 


contract). Decision to 
“Town” enables the management 
to avoid weeks of constant re- 


hearsals, since most of the per-) 


formers are entitled to a week's 
vacation and replacement individ- 
uals would have meant a steady 
stream of practice periods. 


Moorehead’s Gab Trek 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Agnes Moorehead starts a three- 


month platform trek Feb. 14 in 
Phoenix under billing of ‘That 
Fabulous Redhead.” Robert Gist 


| appears with her in the Paul Greg- 
| ory production. Program will in- 
clude reprise of 
| ‘Sorry, Wrong Number.” 

' Miss Moorehead toured two sea- 
sons ago in “Don Juan In Heil” 
for Gregory. 


“Maurice Schwartz Taking 
Yiddish Repertoire To 





Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 
Maurice Schwartz has signed a 
| deal to tour South Africa for a 
,Minimum of six weeks next sum- 
|; mer, presenting classics from his 
| repertoire of Yiddish plays. Deal 
with the Schlesinger Circuit calls 
'for three two-week options in ad- 
dition to the firm six weeks of per- 
formances. 

Schwartz will present “Yoshe 
| Kalb,” “Hard to be a Jew” and 
| other plays in Capetown and Jo- 
| hannesburg and will do a series of 
|One-night concert appearances. 
|The Dybbuk” will not be included 








‘can taste. 

| Large Jewish colony in South 
| Africa has been pitching for a 
Schwartz visit for 22 years. The 
| pitch was renewed recently when 
ia Schlesinger rep arrived here on 
_a visit. After lengthy negotiations, 
‘including settlement of arrange- 
'ments for handling the pay under 
South Africa’s currency restric- 
tions, Schwartz agreed to leave 
here for London, from where he'll 
take the jet passenger liner to 
Capetown. Contract provides for 
transportation for a company of 
five. 

Veteran producer-director-actor 
is now in the east, where he'll pro- 
duce and star in “Hard To Be A 
Jew,” now retitled “Let’s Change 
| Places.” 


NEW LEBLANG POLICY 
STARTS WITH ‘COLOMBE’ 


The Leblang Theatre Ticket 
' Agency. vet N. Y. brokerage firm, 
will put its newly formulated Pre- 
view Service into operation Jan. 5. 
The onetime cutrate ticket broker- 
age house has taken over the en- 
tire preview performance of “Mule. 
Colombe” at the Longacre Theatre. 
N. Y., on that night. Oujfit will 
repeat the operation the following 
‘night with “His and Hers” at the 
48th Street Theatre. Agency. inci- 
dentally, also owns the 48th Street. 

Inauguration of the Preview 
Service follows firm's acquisition 
of the defunct Show-of-the-Month 
Club’s membership list. Start of 
the new service will also coincide 
with Leblang’s move to new quar- 
ters on 47th Street after the first 
of the year. 





her radio hit! 





Africa Next Summer 


| be tried out at 


Pacific’ Profit Now About $4.500,600; 
Original Co. Earns Over $1,600,000 





Charlton Snags ‘Maid’ 
For Possible B’way Run 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


“The Maid and the Martian,” alone. 


science-fiction comedy produced at 
the Gallery Stage here last year, 
has been optioned by 


* When “South Pacific’ closes its 


Broadway run Jan, 16 it will have 


jearned something over $1,600,000. 


| 
| 


That figure includes operating 
profit ‘from the original production 
Additional revenue from 


the touring production, plus royal- 
ty from licensing of the title, and 


Richard British and Australian rights will 


Chariton for possible Broadway bring the total profit to about $4,- 


| 500,000 by then, 
American Productions. Script may | 


showing under banner of his 
the Sombrero 
Playhouse, Phoenix, which Charl- 
ton operates with Ann Lee. 
“Martian” was written by Joseph 
Barbera, co-writer and co-director 
of the Academy Award-winning 
“Tom and Jerry” cartoons at 
Metro. Play had a 10-week run at 
the tiny Gallery Stage and is now 


| being revised. 


in the repertoire, since it’s figured | 
as being too heavy for South Afri- | 





Profit on Town 


Over $134,400 


Payment of another $50,000 divi- 
dend last week on “Wonderful 
Town” brought the distributed 
profit on the Robert Fryer produc- 


tion to $100,000 thus far. On the 
basis of the usual 50-50 split be- 
tween management and backers, 
that gives the latter a 20° profit 
on their $250,000 investment. 

For the four-week period ended 
Dec. 5 the Rosalind Russell starrer 
grossed $219.839 and earned $34.- 
441 operating profit, plus $695 
rovalties from the sale of souvenir 
programs. That brought the total] 
net profit to date to $134.419. Au- 
ditor’s statement on the musica! 
adaptation of “My Sister Eileen” 
reveals that in addition to her 10% 
of the gross, Miss Russell also gets 
10% of the profits. and that be- 
sides his regular directoria] roval- 
ty. George Abbott gets 5° of the 
net. 

As of the Dec. 5 date. the show 
had grossed a total of $2.235.452 
on its 326 performances on Broad- 
way. It is currently in its th 
week at the Winter Garden. N. Y. 


Dobbs Ferry in Layoff 





After 60 Straight Weeks 


After 60 weeks of continuous 
presentations, the Dobbs Ferry 
N. Y.) Playhouse has shuttered for 


a vacation. Year-round stock oper- ' 


ation closed Sunday ‘20) and will 
remain dark until mid-January 
when the winter season will com- 
mence. 

Last production offered was 
“Hansel and Gretel” and marked 
the theatre's first attempt at opera. 
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As of last Oct. 31, the Richard 
Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
musical had earned $1,644,126 on 


ithe original production, $2.499,238 


on the touring edition, $285,655 
royalty from licensing of the title, 
$94.292 from British rights and 
$3,927 from Australian rights. That 
brought the total earned profit to 
$4.527.237, less 1% to Coast pro- 


|} ducer Edwin Lester, as per con- 


tract. heaving a net profit of 


| $4,481,965. 


The distributed profit to date 
was $4.295.021. On the customary 
50-50 split between producers and 
backers, that gave the latter a 
954° profit on their $225,000 in- 
vestment. The split on the pro- 
ducers’ 50°: share is understood to 
give Rodgers and Hammerstein 
one-third each, with two-ninths to 
Joshua Logan and one-ninth to Le- 
land Hayward. 

The original production. current- 
ly in its 239th week at the Broad- 
way. N. Y., will have played 255 
weeks when it closes, including a 
six-week engagement last summer 
at the Shubert, Boston. The tour- 
ing edition has played 197 weeks 
thus far. It is splitting the current 
week between Sioux Falls, S. D., 
and Sioux City, Ia. 





DeMille Terpers Trip 


From Concert to Nitery; 
First Tour Shapes Okay 


Neat switch is being taken by 
the Agnes de Mille Dance Theatre 
this week. group interrupting its 
tour of concert dates with a 
t stay (2427) at the 
Thunderbird. Las Vegas. The Sol 
Hurok terp setup will do two shows 
ighuly three Saturday) there. 
hen it hops from nitery to concert 


fe 


The 45-member company (in- 
, orchestra) is out on its 
initial tour, and has done 55 one- 
nighters since it opened Oct. 12 in 
Baltimore. Most towns have been 
on guarantee, with the attraction 
selling at an average $3.500 a date. 
After Vegas, the troupe will do 60 
more dates up to March 27. Troupe 
has received generally good no- 
tices, with biz also good in the 
main, only one or two towns being 
off. 

The big test, however, is now to 
come, as the group goes into longer 
engagements in big-capacity houses, 
on open rather than concert series 
dates. Troupe is in for three 
nights, Starting Jan. 1, at the San 
Francisco Opera House, is in L. A. 
Jan. 8-9, and will have five show- 
ings in Chicago starting Feb. 19. 
Other dates in between the subse- 
quent will mostly be one-nighters 
again. 

Hurok is also negotiating with 
Eurepean managers for an overseas 
tour to follow the current trek, in 
the spring. 


LEWIS TO LONDON ON 
‘CAN-CAN’ PROSPECTS 


Arthur Lewis, production asso- 
ciate of Cv Feuer and Ernest H. 
Martin, planed Monday (21) to 
London fer exploratory discussions 
about a West End edition of “Can- 
Can,” the firm's Cole Porter-Abe 
Burrows musical currently at the 
Shubert, N. Y. He'll huddle about 
possible theatre availabilities, 
opening dates, casting, etc., with 
Prince Littler, who is presenting 
| “Guys and Dolls” at the Coliseum, 
_London, in partnership with F&M, 
jand with West End _ producers 
Emile Littler, Jack Hylton and 
others. 

During the course of his visit, 
Lewis will have some checkup ses- 
{sions on “Guys and Dolls,’ now 
| in its seventh month there. He 
hopes to be back in New York for 
iNew Year's. 
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Plays on Broadway 


The Preseott Propesals 


Leland Hayward production of comedy- 
drama in three acts (four scenes) by 
Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse. Stars 
Katharine Cornell; features Felix Aylmer, 
Lorne Greene, Ben Astar, Roger Dann, 


Bartlett Robinson, Minoo Daver. Staged | 


by Lindsay: scenery, Donald Oenslager; 
costumes, Main Bocher. At Broadhurst, 
N.Y., Dec. 16, ’53; $4.80-$6 top ($6 open- 


usually effective settings of a fash- 
ionable Manhattan living room and 
a dramatic - looking conference 
room in the U.N. Building. Main 


| Bocher has provided suitably stun- 


ing). | 
tors Prescott ....... Katharine Cornell | 
Kathleen Murray ....... Emily Lawrence 


mma Shade ceaced sues 
Elliott Clark 
Jan Capek Peers 4 
Sir Audley Marriott....... Felix Aylmer 
Paul-Emile d’Arceau ....... Roger Dann 
Dr. Ali Masoud ..........- Minoo Daver 
Alexis Petrovsky ......-.- Ben Astar 
Miguel Fernandez ... Edward Groag 
Alan Draper vous . Robert M. Culp 
Miroslav Beticka ... 
Russian A.de t 
British Aide ....... J. P. Wilson 
Precis-Writer John Drew Devereaux 
Others: Bijou Fernande”, Joe Masteroff. 
— Leslie, Sheppard Kerman, Richard 
engali. Ward Costerro, Bernard Reines, 
Hubert Beck 


Howard Lindsay and_ Russel 
Crouse are more than enormously 
successful authors, with such 
smashes as “Life With Father” and 
“Call Me Madam.” They are also 
among our more thoughtful and 
witty playwrights, and they blend 
these oualities expertly in their 
new comedy-drama, “The Prescott 
Proposals,”” which Leland Hayward 
has brought to the Broadhurst, 
with Katharine Cornell as star. 

The v’ay has becn tastefully and 
skillful'y done, and the result is 
both diverting and engrossing, so 
the show should have a substantial 
run. besid’s being likely screen 
material. Because of its serious, 
timely smbiect matter. moreover, 
“Prescott” is a candidate for prize 
selection. 

Tre new script is the work ot the 
sober-mirded Lindsay & Crouse. 
the co'lsborators who won a Pu- 





Nitzer Prize with “State of the 
Union.” rather than the authors of 


the farce-meller. “Remains to Be 
Seen.” It is the challenging ex- 
Pression of men _ with topical 
awareness and conviction and a 
strong sense of responsibility. It is 
primari'y a play of ideas. a play 
with a theme. shrewdly handled in 
theatrical terms. 

“Prescott” is about the United 
Nations. It is, therefore. a “propa- 
ganda” play. It takes sides on a 
question that some oisavgoers will 
consider controversial. It will make 
a few pveovle angry. and not only 
the Daily Worker ond its ilk. But 
although it is a trifle soapboxy oc- 
ecssionallv. with a traditional style 
of “insviring” finale. it succeeds on 
the popular level of a story about 
people. a story with emotion and 
humor 


The principal character, Mrs 
Prescott. is a gracious and charm- 
ing Isdv,. the American delegate to 
the U.N. She has presented what 
have hecome known as the Pres- 
cott Proposals, seeking a means of 
amicable approach toward settle- 
ment of the Cold War. But when 
the Czech delegate. her ver of 
m ears before. dies of a heart 


aoe ie 
ttack in her apartment, the pos- 
ible seandal threatens her pro- 
am and, indeed. the whole effort 
ward an international agreement 
r peace 
The subject matter. while terri- 
r urgent to the politically-mind- 
may tend to be a chaser to 
frivolous entertainment seek- 
And unauestionably, Lindsay 
rouse have not entirely suc- 
ed in blending the two ele- 
ents of theme and theatre. But 
the ideas are provocative and are 
artfully woven into the personnal 
fate of the self-identifiable leading 
characters Moreover, “Prescott” 
contains not only some fascinating 
and exciting scenes. especially two 
involving U.N. parliamentary pro- 
cedure. but it has consistent, pro- 

“essive suspense 

Miss Cornell gives one of her 
most winning performances in 
many vears in the rewarding title 


tl 
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role Invariably a poised. attrac- 
tive player, she hos all her cus- 
tomaryv ease and authority, with a 
seemingly new luminousness and 
warmth If she does not quite 


suggest that no one e'se could sat- 
isf‘actorily play the part, she at 
least indicates that it would lose 
some of its auality in any other 
hands. In any case, the star adds 
both personal stature and boxoffice 
power to the show. 

There are also excellent per- 
formances by London character 
actor Felix Aylmer as the cool but 
redblooded, resourceful 
diplomat; Canadian radio-TV_ ac- 
tor-announcer Lorne Greene mak- 
ing an impressive Broadway debut 
as an omniscient news commenta- 
tor and romantic lead; Ben Astar 
as the exasperatingly rude, busi- 
nesslike Soviet delegate: Roger 
Dann as the volatile French dele- 
fate, and Minoo Daver as the 
quietly observant Pakistan repre- 
sentative. 

Co-author Lindsay, in. his first 
Official stint as a director, has 
Staged the play expressively. Don- 
ald Oenslager has designed un- 


Helen Ray | 
e's Lorne Greene | 
. Bartlett Robinson | 


.... Boris Tumarin | 
.+enheweenas Jan de Ruth | 


| production, 


ning gowns for the star. The whole 
in fact, reveals the 
Hayward cachet. 


As a serious play by important 
dramatists, “Prescott” merits re- 
spect; as a show for the ticket-buy- 
ing public it offers satisfying en- 
tertainment. That should suffice. 

Hobe. 


Oh, Men! Oh, Women! 


Chery! Crawford (and Anderson Law- 
ler) production of comedy in three acts 
by Edward Chodorov, Stars 
Tone; features Betsy von Furstenberg, 
Gig Young. Directed by Chodorov: Set- 
tings William and Jean Eckert; costumes 
supervised by Paul du Pona. At Henry 





| Miller, N.Y., Dee. 17, °53; $4.80-$6 top. 


British | 


Miss Tacher ....cccocccsecd ‘ 
Alan Coles ere erry Franchot Tone 
Grant Cobbler ........... Larry Blyden 
Myra Hagerman Betsy von Furstenberg 


Joan Gray 


fo) Saar Henry Sharp 
Mildred Turner ....... +». Anne Jackson 
Arthur Turner ..... ee eeeses Gig Young 
Stewie) » hia Renee Se ae Paul Andor 


Since there are all too few play- 
wrights extant today capable of 
constructing expert comedy scenes 
to the number of five or six in a 
single play, the first news about 
“Oh, Men! Oh, Women!” is that 
Edward Chodorov has managed to 
be pretty steadily amusing. Deal- 
ing with two standard commodities 
of the day, sex and psychonanaly- 
sis, the dramatist has five meaty 
comedy roles in a cast of eight. 
Since these are played up to the 
clavicle by the artfully-selected 
cast, the result adds up into very 
strong entertainment. 

Hollywood will have to water 
down some of the gags, but a film 
buy seems as probable as a Broad- 
way run. Part comedy of modern 
manners and part slapstick farce, 
the “serious message” is that even 
a psychoanalyst suffers, with the 
rest of humanity, from irrational 
emotions like jealousy and rage. 

Chodorov is particularly deft in 
the opening act as he rapidly sets 
his conflict. An intellectually smug 
analyst who believes “understand- 
ing” can cure anything, including 
sex behavior, is about to depart the 
next day on his honeymoon with 
a little honey who has neglected 
to teil him of ner past bed-life. 

As a favor to another doctor, the 
analyst receives a new patient for 
a tentative interview and listens 
lackadaisically, with much looking 
at his watch. until suddenly the 
egotistical rantings from the couch 
reach out and sock the analyst per- 
sonally. The young man has had a 
wild intercontinental affair with 
the analyst’s intended wife and is 
still lumatic about her. 

Larry Blyden is immensely 
comic as this first patient, telling 
all the contents of his primitive 
emotional and sexual nature. But 
a second patient, Ann Jackson, 
tops him, achieving a small tour 
de force and provoking spontane- 
ous audience applause. This show 
should do Miss Jackson's career 
plenty of benefit as she scores 
brilliantly on her two appearances 
in the plot. She is a superb far- 
ceur as directed by the author. 

While the play is a good starring 
vehicle for Franchot Tone and he 
handles the role of the analyst 
with authority and sincerity, the 
smaller parts are repeatedly steal- 
ing tk® show, not in a vacuum of 
virtuosity but because the play- 
wright wrote it that way. 

One giggle in the first act is a 
throwaway sight bit when the ana- 
lyst, packing his portmaateau to 
go on his honeymoon, saunters 
over to the bookshelves and casftt- 
ally picks out to take with him 
Kinsey's “Sexual Behaviour of the 
Human Female.” In a small house 
like the Henry Miller, that un- 
spoken wisecrack registers. 


3etsy von Furstenberg is on- 
beam casting as the bride-to-be 


emotionally a small child, proud of 
it. and determined to go through 
life and have children, while re- 
maining triumphantly immature. 


In a little gem of satire, the au-| 


thor has her declare what she 
wants out of life which is, without 
resemvation, just everything. Ac- 
tress and the role fuse for happy 
comic effect. 

Gig Young, a Hollywood film 
player new on Broadway, is very 
effective as a successful actor able 
to afford psychoanalysis for his 
wife, whom he loves but patron- 
izes. Young plays with an original 
stylized approach but under good 
professional control at all times. 

Joan Gray’s secretary to the ana- 
lyst, Henry Sharp's superannuated 
philosopher of the Freudian dogma 
and the ship steward of Paul An- 
dor all are “people.” This is per- 
haps the tell-score explanation of 
the power of the Chodorov script. 
He has managed to write (and di- 
rect) his characters’ believably. 
True, they are pretty egotistical 
characters, but the egotisms are 
expertly separated one from the 


Franchot | 


other and peppered with much wit | 
and insight. ; 
Naturally, anybody at any time 
can use a hit in show business but 
'“Oh, Men! Oh, Women!” is pecu- 
|liarly conyenient just at this time 
|for producer Cheryl Crawford, | 
| dramatist Chodorov and Franchot | 


|Tone. Latter has been groping for | 


‘for all the “foil” quality of his | 
| role, | 

Counting in the show’s favor are. 
the three sets of the two Eckerts, | 
‘and the ladies have been tastefully 


| gowned. Land. 








Play Out of Town 








Mile. Colombe 


New Haven, Dec. 17. 
Robert L. Joseph & Jay Julien produc- 
| tion of comedy in three acts, adapted by 
| Louis Kronenberger from a play by Jean | 
Anouilh. Stars Julie Harris, Edna Best: | 
| features Eli Wallach, Sam Jaffe, Harry | 
Bannister, .— Rasumny, Frank _ Sil- 
vera, William Windom. Directed by Har- | 


| Boris Aronson: costumes by Motley; pro- 
duction associate, Shirley Bernstein. At 
Shubert, New Haven, Dec. 17, °53; $4.20 | 


top. < | 
COROMNUE 6k icceacdwnccwnece Julie Harris 
pre ee eee eee Eli Wallach 
i Mme. Georges .....cccesss Edna Preston | 
| Mme. Alexandria ......-.. Edna Best | 
ee reer Edward Julien 
Manicurist ....ccccccces Joanne Taylor 
Hairdresser ..ccccccce Nehemiah Persoff 
oo rer ter . Sam Jaffe | 
Pare ree William Windom 
en nn rrr Frank Silvera | 
Poet-Mine-Own ....... Mikhail Rasumny | 
Gaulois . see . Harry Bannister | 
Dancers ..Lee Philips, Jeanne Jerrems | 
Stagehand ......-.. .... Gregory Robins | 





—— 


Inside Stuft—Legi 


Critics still continue to make good copy, either in raps against them 





| or in soundoffs by themselves. In his usual “Random Notes” column 


last week (15), the N. Y. Post's Richard Watts Jr. told off the N. y. 
City Center for the recent special day-before “preview” on “Richard 
'a good showcase and has one now, | III.” “This wasn’t a preview for critics,” said Watts, “but a preview 


‘to which the City Center, which seems to have a certain snobbery jn 


such matters, invited a few favored critics. As you can see from the 
context of my querulous statement, this reviewer wasn’t among them.” 

Next day (16) Post had this gratis suggestion from columnist Leonard 
Lyons, which included a few barbs as the aisle-sitters: “If I were Nat 
Benchley, I'd stop speaking to Wolcott Gibbs, his New Yorker colleague, 


because of his review of ‘Frogs of 


Spring.’ This Benchley play was far 


better than Gibbs’ own ‘Season in the Sun,’ a tasteless piece which, by 
sheer coincidence, no doubt, was praised by almost all his fellow critics.” 
"Ward Morehouse, in his N. Y. World-Telegram & Sun column last 


week, quoted Margaret Webster as 


saying, “I think the price of tickets 


has more to do with killing the theatre than anything eise.” And coming 
back to Watts, he also had this comment last week: ‘A lot of fellows 
who used to tell me everything would be fine with the theatre if there 
just weren't any drama critics were heard longing for even some 
tough reviews during the recent newspaper blackout.” 





Backers of “The Postman Always Rings Twice,” the Clifford Hayman- 
Viola Rubber revival of James Caine’s melodrama which recently 
/old ‘Clurman; production designed by | folded on the road, included John G. Cella, owner of the American 
Theatre, St. Louis, $2,000; souvenir program agent Arthur Klar, $1,500; 
Wallace Garland, .- of Broadway Angels, Inc., an investment syndi- 


cate, $1,000; Louis niels, of the 


Shubert Theatre, Detroit, $500, and 


stage manager Jack Effrat, $500. The venture was capitalized at $25,000, 





-_— 


Legit Bits 


Plans for a Broadway produc- 
tion of Paul Vincent Carroll's 
“The Wise Have Not Spoken” 


| Because the state of Rhode Island 
' was unable to introduce enough of 
| the script for the jury to make a 


eens | have > g > > Rita Allen! proper judgment, Superior Court 
in March, 2058. the Yale Dra- | "4 De® Sones SE aude 


matic Assn. presented the Ameri- 
can premiere of “Colombe.” This | 
play-catcher then stated, “As an 
‘outlet for the talents of Eli’s un-| 
dergrad thesps... it serves well as 
a springboard. As a possible can- 
didate to repeat over here the suc- 
cess it is said to have encountered 
abroad, the work is in the doubtful 
category, for professional presen- | 
tation.” | 

As of the opening of the Robert. 
L. Joseph-Jay Julien version at 
the Shubert, the above opinion still 
stands, except for the substitution 
of sterling cast names in place of 
the undergrads. If this Jean 
Anouilh original gets anywhere at 
all, it will be because the players 
‘have pulled it up by its bootstraps. 
As a museum piece, it has certain 
appeal. As present-day theatrical 
tare, that appeal is decidedly lim- 
ited. 


Adaptation by Louis Kronenberger 
doesn’t seem to have gone too far 
afield from the previous American- 
ized version, with the exception of ' 
elimination of some of the wordier 
passages. Whether or not the ve- 
hicle could be improved by the 
adaptor’s striking out more on his 
own is a moot question. 

“Colombe” is the story of a 
Parisian flower girl who romanti- 
cally nf€arries into the family of a' 
famous, but cynical, actress whose 
moral outlook is summed up in her 
boast that “she always married her 
lovers—-all eight of them.” Julien, 
would-be concert pianist son of the 
actress, whom Colombe has mar- 
ried, goes into the French Army, 
leaving his wife and child to be 
cared for by his mother, who has 
nothing but contempt for the lad. 


Colombe becomes a minor suc- 
cess at acting and, in Julien’s ab- 
sence, gets involved in an affair. 
Tipped off to the situation, Julien 
returns unexpectedly and finds that 
the interloper is his own wastrel 
brother. 
panies the discovery ends up with 
Colombe abandoning Julien for 
her career—romantic and stage— 
and the final drop being added to 
his cup of bitter tea by his mother, 
to whom he appeals for help, only 
to have her, too, walk out on him 

They've assembled a great cast 
for this one, which makes it a case 
of more’s the pity there isn’t some- 
thing more substantial to offer 
them. Julie Harris makes a fetch- 
ing Colombe and puts more into 
the role than it gives in return. Her 
thesping skill is evident in her 
every scene, but her work im- 
presses as an instance of love’s la- 
bor lost. Edna Best has a field day 
in the role of the temperamentat | 
actress, which she fits to the last 
outburst. 

Eli Wallach gives a good inter- 
pretation of Julien and Sam Jaffe 
registers as secretary to the ac- 
tress, but both of these excellent 
performers have done much sturdi- ' 
er stuff. Harry Bannister, as a 
perennial-youthful leading man; 
Mikhail Rasumny, as a poetic play- | 
| wright; Frank Silvera, as a play 
| producer; William Windom, as the 

wastrel brother, all do complete 
| justice to supporting roles. Others | 
sound out a good troupe. 

Harold Clurman’s staging 
‘sparkles in some scenes and in 
| others it can’t seem to overcome 
| the vacuum set up by the script. | 
| Four fine sets have caught the or- | 
; Nate atmosphere of their-turn-of- | 
the century period, Ditto eostym.- | 
i ing. Bone, | 


| dance 


The blowoff that accom- |: 


pair have reverted to their origi- 
nal idea of giving the play an off- 
Broadway presentation at the 
Cherry Lane Theatre, Greenwich 
Village, N. Y. Whatever be- 


;came of Yolanda Mere-Irion, who) Mane 


headed the New Opera Co. that 
produced ‘Rosalinda’ and other 
operettas? 

Joan Tetzel will play the femme 
lead in “The Winner,’ new Elmer 
Rice play to be produced by the 
Playwrights Co. ... Julie Leonard, 
of the Henry C. Brown agency, has 
received an Acters Equity fran- 


chise as an agent ... Zelda Dorf- | 


man, recently returned from tour 


with the N. Y. City Opera, will be | 
“Charley's | 
Aunt” for the final week of Jose | 
Ferrer’s drama series at the N, Y. | 
City Center. She succeeds Gilman 
| Haskell, who switches to a similar 


company manager of 


assignment with the N. Y. City 
Ballet Wallace G. Garland, 
head of Broadway Angels, Inc., an 
investment syndicate, has optioned 
“The Raven,” a music drama with 
book and songs by Byron Schiff- 


'man, based on the life of Edgar 


Allan Poe. 
Mike Goldreyer will be general 
manager for “Lullaby” ... John 


Cecil Holm’s new play is “The 
Southwest Corner,” adapted from 


the Mildred Walker novel. It’s | 


about twe women, one in her 80's 
and the other in the 50's, in a 
Vermont town 


Me@arter Theatre, Princeton, and 
will try to build it up as a tryout 
and touring spot for Broadway 
shows ... Harry Mimmo, comedy 
impressionist, received fa- 
vorable mentions but no pans in 
“John Murray Anderson’s Alma- 
nac,” from which he_ withdrew 
after the Broadway preem : 
Robert Lee Oshman is soliciting 
250,000 backing for a_ proposec 
revue, “The Best Show in Town.” 
Maryat Lee, whose narcotics ex- 
pose drama, “Dope,” was pre- 
sented on a bare stage in open 
lots in Harlem last year, is collect- 
ing material for two new short 
Dlays to be based on the lives of 
the actors who will appear in them. 
One of the member authors of the 
New Dramatists Committee, Miss 
Lee is also working on a full- 
length play of conventional form. 
Bernice Massi subbed for Pa- 


tricia Marand for one performance | 


of “Wish You Were Here” at Chi’s 
Shubert last week while the latter 
was ill 


100th show anni last Wednesday 
(16) Ruth Chatterton and Barry 
Thomson at the Showcase Theatre, 
Evanston, Ill., for “Susan and God” 
roles starting Dec. 25. 


New producing firm of Jerome | 


Mayer and Irl Mowrey, whose first 


effort will be Don Appell’s “Lulla- | 
by,” starring Mary Boland, will | 


have Mike Goldreyer as business 
manager, James Proctor as press- 
agent, Scott McLucas and Neal 
Primce as production assistants and 
Jo Courtney as production secre- 
tary. 

With boxoffice men taking a 
badgering from _ short-tempered 
customers lately, it’s pleasant to 
report continued goodwill and as- 
sists from many of these b.o. men 
and women, like Dora Chamber- 
lain at the Martin Beck, N. Y., Nat 
Posnick at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
and Bill Jakob at City Center... 


c .. » Company man-} 
ager Richard Skinner has been ap- | 
pointed general manager of the' 


Cast of the Chi “Seven! 
Year Itch” company celebrated its | 


|& Archie Thomson and -Thomas | Judge Fred B. Perkins dismissed 
iand Patrick Clancy, but the latter) in Providence last week a criminal 


|complaint that had charged Ed- 


| ward Gould with producing an ob- 
}scene play, “Tobacco Road,” there 


|last Jan. 5. 
| Geegrge Oshrin and Richard 
are company manager and 
flack, respectively, for “In The 
| Summer House”... Karl Bernstein 
‘is publicist for “Mlle. Colombe.” 
|... Jack Schlissel and Marian 
| Byram will be company manager 
jand drumbeater, respectively, for 
|“By the Beautiful Sea” ... Joe 
Roth is managing the Bijou Thea- 
tre, N..-¥:; « Isadora Bennett 
flacking for the Slavenska-Frank- 
lin Ballet . . . George Brewn and 
Jay Rusell are company manager 
and pressagent, respectively, for 
the American Savoyards. 

Francis Robinson has replaced 
Fred Schader on ATPAM’s board 
of governors and as chairman of 
org’s advance agent group. Schader 
|resigned and is now permanently 
located in Detroit . .. Sam Brin 
_and Sam Tauber have been granted 
!withdrawal cards by ATPAM. 
| Former is now residing in Akron, 
while latter remains in N. Y. Both 
ij have switched to fields outside 
show biz Richard Aldrich & 
Richard Myers have proposed 
|Charles N. Mooney for ATPAM 
membership under the new blood 
clause. Association is now includ- 
|ing a special section in its bulletin 
| to members devoted to excerpts 
trom its constitution. 


J. H. Del Bondio has been named 
general manager for “The Girl in 
Pink Tights,” musical comedy star- 
| ring Renee © Jeanmaire, which 
|Shepard Traube (in association 
| with Anthony Brady Farrell) will 
| produce. Bill Ross will be produc- 
| tion stage manager and Bruce Sa- 
| van will be stage manager... Nancy 
| Marshall, 20-year-old actress, has 
| been signed as the new ingenue 
|for the Dallas Theatre ’'53 com- 
ipany by Margo Jones. 
| David Brooks was back last week- 
end from the Virgin Isles, where 
he filled a two-week nitery stint 
lat Virgin Isle Hotel, St. Thomas, 
|and goes into rehearsal tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for “Girl In Pink Tights.” 


| Future B’way Schedule 


(Theatre indicated if booked) 





Dead Pigeon, Vanderbilt, tonight 
(Wed.). 
Sing Till 
Dec. 28. 
In the Summer 
house, Dec. 29 
Remarkable Mr. 
Coronet, Dec. 30. 
Mile. Colombe, Longacre, Jan. 6. 
His & Hers, 48th St., Jan. 7. 
Starcross Story, Royale, Jan. 13. 
Let’s Change Places, President, 
| Jan. 14. 
Coriolanus, Phoenix, Jan. 19. _ 
| Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
Plymouth, Jan. 20. 
Dear Charles, Jan. 21. 
Immoralist, Lyceum, Jan. 26. 
Lullaby, Jan. 27. 
Mardi Gras, Jan. 28. 
Ondine, 46th St., Feb. 17. 
High Named Today, Feb. 17. 
Confidential Clerk, Morosco, 
Feb. 22. 
Black Candle, week Feb. 22. _ 
Girl Pink Tights, Hellinger, 2/25 
By Beautiful Sea, March 25. 
Pajama Game, April 1. 
Anniversary Waltz, April 8. 
Silk Stockings, Oct. 21. 


Tomorrow, Royale, 


House, Play- 


Pennypacker, 





Ct 
bs 


7. Lee tanked 


hee, Oe 


ait. sith mh an ee ae ee 
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Plays Abroad 


A Question of Faet 
London, Dec. 12. 
ctions, Ltd., presentation 

— Ceo acts by Wynyard 
of ne. Stars Pamela Brown, Gladys 
Poe * paul Scofield. Directed by Frith 


Coopary. At Piccadilly, London, Dec. 10, 
15. .20 top. 
aoinah Gardiner ....++++ m Pamela. Brown 
paul Gardiner «++.++++-+* Ginn io 
Grace Smith ...ceeeeerrs . M ys Hinton 
Nina Trafford ...++eesseres- B ary a = 
Charles Trafford ...+.+++-- enry 1 ew tt 
thur Lamb ...-+-eeer: . Harold_ Scot 
Nannie eS err Maureen Deiany 


‘here is so much that is good 
ae new play by Wynyard 
Browne that its deficiencies are 
well overshadowed by its merits. 
It is a well thought-out, interest- 
ing story of a young school mas- 
ter’s obsession that he may inherit 
the taint of violence and possible 
insanity of his father who was 
hanged for murder. The early 
scenes develop slowly, with too | 
much left to the final act, which 
makes it rather topheavy. 


With skillful readjustment, the 
dramatic effect would be more, 
cumulative an@ the suspensive in- 
terest more evenly distributed to 
make for a better balance. This is 
accentuated by the fact that Gladys 
Cooper, who has the chief femme 
role, doesn’t appear until the play 
is almost two-thirds over. It 
should prove a b.o. attraction here 


on the stars’ drawing power, and | 


the author’s reputation, his last 
play, “The Holly and the Ivy” hav- 





manner. Sartre has retained the | 
outline of the original and has not | 
toned down any changes for his- 
trionic fireworks, but he has re- 
written some of its dialog to make | 
it more plausiible and realistic. | 
His object is to show the quality 
of the great actor’s life, and with | 
Brasseur’s broad and powerful per- 
formance to interpret the re-% 
arranged text, has made an effee- 
tive study of the two-sidedness of 
the performer who was at once 
a mad drunkard and a theatrical | 
genius. 
Brasseur as Kean runs the gamut 
from ironic comedy to drunken 
staggers and from passionate love- 
making to hysterical rage, in a 


Edward L. Bernays 


nostalgically recalls 


When It Struck Sex 
O’Clock on Broadway 
another byline feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 
DUE SOON 





performance that has all crix | 
cheering. At times he skirts dan- 
gerously close to caricature in this 
big laugh-clown-laugh assignment, 
but avoids the pitfalls of the role 
which might have trapped a less 
seasoned, and expert actor. Be- 
side him no one has much chance 
to shine as “Kean,” despite its big 
cast, is very much a one-man show. | 

(Continued on page 60) 


‘HERS’ ABOVE $14,000 IN | 
FINAL EIGHT AT PITT 


Pittsgurgh, Dec. 22. , 
Final eight performances of “His 
And Hers” at the Nixon last week 








ing run more than 12 months. With | did slightly above $14,000, with | 


the requisite doctoring, and bol- 


stered by the popular personality | from subscriptions, Gaiy 
of Miss Cooper, this mfght have comedy nearly $20,000 on its stay | .. _ 
i here. Show had opened the previ- | 


a chance on Broadway. 

When a young couple returns 
from the honeymoon to the school 
where the husband is a master, 
it is obvious to families and friends 
that there is tension between the 
pair. The husband, who knew he 
was an adopted child, has been 
searching continuously for the 
identity of his real parents. He 


more than half of that coming! 
to give the| 


ous Friday (11). Take was consid- 
ered extremely good for a tryout, 
especially in view of the fact that 
it received generally unfavorable | 
notices. 

Authors were doing a sharp re- | 
writing job all during the local ‘en- | 
gagement, but decided against put- | 
ting the revised scenes into “His | 


discovers his father was hanged and Hers” until the current fort- | 


for murder, and fearing he may 
inherit vicious tendencies, decides 
to resign his post, and determines 
to have no children of his own. 
His wife, tactfully handling his 
budding neurosis, assures him of 
her unquestioning love, but cannot 
dispel the bogey. He traces his 
mother and invites her for a visit, 
expecting a poor, downtrodden 
victim of misfortune. Instead he 
is confronted by a cultured, pros- 
perous business-woman, whose 





calm debunking of all his phobias 


night’s stand in Detroit, which pre- | 
cedes the Broadway preem. | 

Nixon currently is dark, relight- ; 
ing Monday (28) with “Twin Beds,” | 
— stays for two weeks on two- | 
ers. 


Pacific’ Pulls $31,200 
In Two-Way lowa Split 


Des Moines, Dee. 22. 
National company of “South Pa- 





The Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
| packer, Walnut ‘Ist wk) ‘C-1.340; 
$4.55) (Burgess Meredith, Martha. 
Scott). New comedy got split de- 


brings him complete peace of mind. | cific” pulled in $31,200 last week. | 


Her matter-of-fact relation of the 


_splitting its playing time between | 


facts leading up to her husband's here and Cedar Rapids. Musical | 
crime, and her assertion that she | was presented at the Iowa. Cedar. 


loved him in spite of everything, 
carry more conviction than any | 
scene-chewing histrionics. 


Rapids, from Monday-Wednesday | 
(14-16) and grossed over $14,200. , 


: | Tuner moved to the KRNT Theatre 
It is undoubtedly Miss Cooper’s here Thursday (17) and played 
evening. Her smooth, polished per- | through Saturday (19), grossing 


formance gives complete. realism | almost $17,000 for the stand. 


to the unexpected characterization. | 


Paul Scofield, as her son, conveys starrer is splitting the current week 


The Jeanne Bal, Webb Tilton 


the mental torment of an honorable | between the Coliseum, Sioux Falls, | 


man determined to do what he’ Sioux City, Ia. (24-26). 


believes to be right. Pamela Brown | 
has less opportunity to shine, but | 
brings her own inscrutable per- | 





‘Kilgo Run’ Slows to $5,600 


sonality to color th y+ } 
YOUNG wife, Koeer pee, role of the} As It Winds in Rochester 


oung w y Hinton is equally | 
convincing as her interfering | 
mother, while Henry Hewitt makes | 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 22. 
Busy Christmas shopping 


a human, understanding study of | brought a four-week date on_Ar- 


her father. 


Harold Scott's old li- | nold Sundgaard’s “The Kilgo Run” | 


brarian is a gem. Maureen Delany | to a slow finish ai the Arena Thea- 


flits in and 
housekeeper to round off the con- | 
trasting characters. 


directed by Frith Banbury. 


Clem. | 





Kean 
Aw Paris, Dec. 15. 
thr 
elgg ‘seven scenes) by Alexandre 
rected’ Wen ted by Jean-Paul Sartre. Di- 
Music >y " Starring Pierre Brasseur. 
Trauner. At etits sets and costumes, A. 


aris: $3.50 t re Bernhardt Theatre, 
Elena : ae 

Amy wa 00S se welacel , Conte Gensac 
. : Keer yer ‘amille “nier 
Print, of Koefeld ........ cert tien 
~% OF WSR te Roger Pigaut 
Anna Damby ("°° ""*°""* Pierre Brasseur 


C6 6éegn aoe Marie Olivier 
bie et rich, rococo show, is a 
& Paris hit with something for 


wae Jean-Paul Sartre has 
Dumas meeutury-old = Alexandre 
shelf, heer down from the 
dust ‘shone a it has been gathering 
in the As ucten Guitry played it 
some mod. and has written into it 


dern Psychology but no 


ot \ © > . ° 

‘wt Existentialism. Pierre 
Nines wt, the Freneh Emil Jan- 
hittine rd ony eccentric, bottle- 
Sreatect tqaund Kean, England's 


19th century actor, to the 


| 


avainy ported by a company of 35 
rn 4% background of spacious 
in vo, CXpense has been spared 
epee . ‘Kean, Which is at once 
On the «.. melodrama, comment 

art of acting. actor’s field- 


di T 
and something of a circus, 


: a4 mould of old-fashioned, 
‘di, sensational meller. 


shes Ofle 
Portiy a ers Its star plenty of op- 
“’"S lo emote in the grand 


Julien production of play in| 


! 
| 
| 


| 


out broguishly as a, tre here Sunday (20). 


Final tally at the 300-seat thea- | 


Play is deftly tre-in-the-round was $5,600 for 22! 
| performances at $2.40 top. 


It was 
the Arena’s third anniversary pro- 
duction and was directed by Doro- 
thy Chernuck, who together with | 
Omar K. Lerman produces the 
shows. 
House is shuttered for the week 
“To Dorothy, A Son,” directed by 
John Sedwick and featuring Ann- 
Marie Gaver, an alumna of the 


| “Let's Pretend” radio show, opens 





| 
| 
| 


} 


Dec. 28 for a three-week run, in- 
cluding two performances New 
Year's Eve at $3.60 top. Early show 
is already sold out. 


Caine 406 in 5, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 22. 


“The Caine Mutiny Court Mar- 
tial.” in a four-day session at the 
Opera House, was Hub's sole legit 
attraction last week and lured sell- 
out biz into the 3.000-seater during 
its five performances. Scaled at 
$4.80 tops, drama nabbed a hetts 
$40,000 or near. 

Lone newcomer slated this week 
is “Guys and Dolls,” bowing Into 
the Shubert Christmas night for a 
four-week stint. 


‘Okla.’ 126, Birmingham 


Birmingham, Dec. 22 
“Oklahoma” pulled in a stim 
$12,000 at the Temple here tas 
week. 
Musical is current at the Flo. ida, 
Jacksonville. 











| week, with the Royal 





Broadway continued to slide 
an anticipated pre-Christmas nose- 
dive. Only the surefire entries 


week, should remain the same, 
with upturn expected to begin to- 
/morrow ‘Thurs.). 





musical to go clean “Sabrina 





Dolls’ Hot $46,300, 


‘Bess $33,700, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Surprising strength shown by 
“Guys and Dolls” road company at 
Shubert had staff and house doubt- 
ing wisdom of single week booking. 
Production had no marquee 
Strength ‘Iva Withers and Pat 
Rooney topping cast). Big advance 
sale and steady queue had Shubert 
sold out opening night and Wed- 
nesday matinee. 
pre-Xmas newcomer is 
Mile. Colombe,” costarring Julie 


Harris and Edna Best, which bows | 


in tonight (Tues.) at the Forrest. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Porgy and Bess, Forrest (3d wk) 
(M-1,760; $5.20). Gershwin classic 


scored again in third stanza with, 


tasty $33,700, including tax. Un- 
derquoted last week, the non-profit 


show got upwards of $37,000, with | 


tax. 


Guys and Dells, Shubert ‘Ist wk) 
‘M-1,870; $6.50). Feuer-Martin hit 


back for lone week at house in) 


which it premiered. Sock $46,300. 


| cision from crix, but subscription 


aided to around $15,000. 


LILLIE SMASH $30,950 
IN TORONTO STANZA 


Toronto, Dec. 22. 
With turnaway biz at every night 
performance and Saturday mati- 
nee, “Evening With Beatrice 
Lillie” grossed a smash $30.950 last 





1,525-seater, scaled at $4 top ‘with 


turg engagement in the spring. 
With Toronto and Montreal top- 
ping returns on comedienne’s so- 
far 16 weeks on the road, this 
points up the b.o. value of the two 
Canadian cities for British players 
and attractions that may have cth- 
erwise proved unprofitable on the 
American road Noted that Rex 


Harrison and Lilli Palmer in their, 


recent “Love of Four Colonels” 
scored their top gross and only 
profitable engagement on the road 
at the Royal Alexandra. 


‘Summer House’ $14,300 





For Seven in Washington 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

Bucking the tide of the pre- 
Christmas slump and three unfa- 
vorable notices as against one good 
one. “In the Summer House” at 
the Shubert Theatre drew $14.300 
ast week for seven performances 
Play opened on Tuesday, instead of 
Monday. It is currently facing the 
same parlay for its second and last 
week. 


“Porgy ana Bess” opened a 
three-week run last night (Mon 
at the National Theatre Post- 


Christmas advance sale is strong 
‘Colombe’ Hefty $14.350 
For Four in New Haven 





New Haven, Dec. 22 
3reakin of “Mlle. Colombe” at 
the Shubert last week 17-19) 


brough a pleasant tinkle to the 
cash register, thanks to substantial 
advance sale On four perform- 
ances. at $4.20 top, gross hit a hefty 


$14,350. . 
Current is full week of .¢ aine 
Mutiny Court Martial” 21-26 A 


dark spell follows, with relighting 
skedded for Jan. 7-14 premiere of 
“Confidential Clerk” ‘Ina Claire- 
Claude Rains). Mary Boland is due 
to open “Lullaby” here Jan. 14 16. 
Preem of “Girl in Pink Tights 
leanmaire) is set for Jan. 25-30. 


Alexandra, | 


Fair,” “Solid Gold Cauillac,” ‘““‘Tea 
and Sympathy” and “Teahouse of 
the August Moon” hit capacity in 
the straight-play category. 
from the previous session were as 
high as $12,100 for a musical and 
,$7,700 for a straight play in the 
cases of “Me and Juliet’ and 

“Kind Sir,” respectively. 

“Prescott Proposal3,’ which 
opened last Wednesday (16), drew 
four nods, two pans and one so-so 
notice, while “Oh. Men: Oh. Wom- 
en.” which opened Thursday (17), 
pulled down four favorable re- 
views, two unfavorable notices and 
one on-the-fence criticism. “A Girl 
Can Tell” closed Saturday ‘19) 
‘after 60 performances. 

Opening this week are “Char- 
lev’s Aunt,” the last of the four 
presentations to be offered by the 
N. Y. City Center during its eight- 
week drama series, and “Dead 
Pigeon.” Former began a 16-per- 
formance run at the City Center 
last night ‘Tues.), while the latter 
tees off at the Vanderbilt tonight 


‘Wed.). On vacation this week are 
“Dial M for Murder” (21-25). 
“Sabrina Fair” (21-26) and “Won- 


i derful Town” (19-25). 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C ‘Comedy), D ‘Dramna), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R ‘Revue’, 
MC ‘Musical Comedy), MD ‘ Musi- 
cal Drama’, O (Opera). 

Other perenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices: 
number of seats, capacity gross end 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are "et: ie., 
exclusive of tar. 

Can-Can, Shubert 33rd wk 
‘MC-$7.20; 1.361; $50,160). Held et 

Dial M for Murder, P!,moutn 

60th wk) ‘D-$4.80: 1,062; $29.815) 
.(Maurice Evans!. Almost £13,000 

‘previous week, $17.500); laid off 
|e (21) and reopens Saturday 


End as a Man, Lyceum ‘10th wh) 
D-$4.80; 995: $22.845' ‘Ben Gaz- 


zara). Around $1.500 in four per- 
formances following moveover 
from Vanderbilt Theatre lasi 


Thursday (17) ‘previous week at 


14, CZ sige > ; Vanderbilt, $5.060). 
that 121% tax included). Ernest} : ; : 
'Rawley, manager of the Royal DO, gg Ee 
Alexandra, is negotiating for a re- 22:90; 2.008, aM, menasha 
Skulnick, Richard Whorf!. Nearly 


$20.100 ‘previous week, $22.400). 

Girl Can Tell, Royale 8th wk! 

C-$6-$4.80: 1.035: $31,000). Ap- 
proaching $15.500 ‘previous week 
'$20.000): closed last Saturday 19) 
after 60 performances. At a loss 
ef about $75.000 on a $100.000 
Capitalization. 

John Murray Anderson's Alma- 
mac, Imperial (2d wk) ‘R-$7.20 
1.400; $50,300). Under $42.400 
‘previous week, $25,600 in first 
four performances. 

Kind Sir, Alvin ‘7th wk 
$4.80: 1.331: $39.460) ‘Marv 
tin, Charles Bover!. Almost 
500 ‘previous week, $36,200) 

King and I, St. James 
wk) (MD-$7.20: 1.571; $51.717) 


C-$6- 
Mar- 
$28 .- 


143d 
Yul 


Brynner). Under $23,000 ‘previous 
week, $30.000). 

Kismet, Ziegfeld ‘3d wk’? ‘MD- 
$7.20: 1.628: $57.908) Alfred 
Drake). Over $54,000 (previous 


week, $54.300). 

Late Love. Booth (10th wk?) ‘C- 
$6-$4 80: 766; $20,235) Arlene 
Francis, Lucile Watson, Neil Ham- 
ilton) About $5.000 previous 
week. $8.600'; closes Jan. 2 


Me and Juliet, Majestic 30th 
wk) MC-$7.20; 1.510: $58.000). Un- 
der $35.200 ‘previous week. $47.- 
300) 

My 3 Angels, Morosco ‘41st wk 
C-$4.80; 935; $24,252 Over §89.- 
000 ‘previous week, $14,600); closes 


Jan. 2 or 9. 

Oh, Men: Oh, Women, Miller 1s! 
wk) (\C-$6-$4.80; 920; $23.000) 
Franchot Tone). Opened iast 
Thursday (17) to four favorable re- 
views ‘Chapman, News; Coleman, 
Mirror; Kerr, Herald Tribune; Mc- 
Clain, Journal-American), two un- 
favorable notices (Atkinson, Times: 


Watts, Post) and one on-the-fence 
Hawkins, World-Telegram);: first 
four performances grossed over 
$8,800 

Picnic, Music Box (43rd wk) (CD- 
$6-$4.80; 997: $27,534 Almost 


$16.500 (previous week, $21.800) 
Preseott Proposals, Broadhurst 
Ist wk) (CD-$6-$4.80; 1,165; $29.- 

'590) (Katharine Cornell), Opened 


last week, with most shows taking | 


“held up. Biz, early part of this— 


“Can-Can,” again, was the only | 


Dips! 


ireturn to. the 


Bway Toboggans to Pre-Xmas Low; 
Cornell $17,600 (5), ‘Men’ $8,800 (4), 
‘Can-Can’ Remains SRO $50,500 


| last Wednesday (16) to four nods 
(Atkinson, Times; Hawkins, World- 
Telegram; McClain, Journal-Ameri- 
can; Watts, Post), two pans ‘(Chap- 
man, News; Coleman, Mirror) and 
ene so-so notice ‘Kerr, Herald 
Tribune); first five verformances 
grossed nearly $17.600. 

Richard III, City Center (2d wi) 
(D-$3.60; 3,000; $58,000) ‘Jose Fer- 
rer, Vincent Price). Nearly $46,600 
‘previous week, $44,600 in first 
seven performances and one pre- 
view. 


Sabrina Fair, National ‘6th wk) 


(C-$6-$4.80; 1,172; $31,300) ‘Mar- 
garet Sullavan, Joseph Cotten). 


Under $30,800, with theatre party 
commissions still cutting into 
capacity take (previous week, $30.- 
900). Laving off this week and re- 
opening Monday (27). 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton ‘(57th 
wk) ‘(C-$6-$4.80: 1.063: %24.400) 
‘Eddie Albert). Over $20,000 ‘pre- 
vious week. $23,900) 

Selid Gold Cadillac, Be'asco: 7th 
wk) ‘C-$6-$4.80; 1.077; 28.300) ‘Jo- 
sephine Hull). Held at $28.000, with 


theatre party commissions still 
Genting capacity take. 
South Pacific, Broadway ‘238th 


wk) (‘MC-$6-$4.80; 1.990; $44.000) 
Martha Wright, George Britton). 
Under $18,000 ‘previous week. $21,- 
000): closes Jan. 16. 
Tea and Sympathy, 
(12th wk) ‘D-$6-$4.80; 1.060: $28,- 
300) ‘Deborah Kerr). Under $28- 
400 ‘previous week, $28.600). 
Teahouse of the August Moen, 


Barrymore 


Beck ‘10th wk) ‘C-$6-$4.80: 1.214: 
$31.681) ‘David Wayne. John For- 
sythe). Over $32,000 ‘previous 


week, $31,500). 

Wonderful Tewn, Winter Garden 
43d wk) ‘'MC-$7.20. 1.510: $54.173) 
‘Rosalind Russell) Under $34,800 
in six performances ‘previous 
week. $53,800). Laid off Saturday 
19) and reopens Saturday (26). 


Miscellaneous 
Madam Vill You Walk, Phoenix 
3d wk) ‘CD-$3; 1.150: $15.000) 


Jessica Tandy, Hume Cronyn). 
a $9.500 (‘previous week. $11- 


Opening This Week 

Charlev's Aunt, City Center :C- 
$3.60: 3.090: $58,000) «Jose Ferrer, 
Peggy Wood. Kent Smith: N. Y. 
City Theatre Co. production of 
Brandon Thomas’ play; opened 
yesterday Tues.) 

Dead Pigeon, Vanderbilt, D-$4.89; 
720: $18.500) <‘Lilevd Bridges) 
Harald Bromlev-Haila Stoddard 
production of a play by Lenard 
Kantor: epers tonight «Wed ) 


Here’ $34,500, 
Ttch’ $19,100, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
Traditional pre-holiday letdown 
had iis impact felt on the Chi legit 
scene last week. “Seven ‘Year 
lich” lost some of its momentum 
aS a result of the seasonal apathy. 
while the 





new “Wish You Were 

Here” managed to pretty much 
hold its own. 

“Good Nite, Ladies” opens at 


the Great Northern Saturday (26) 
on a return via the twofer route. 
“An Evening With Beatrice Lillie” 
arrives at the Blackstone Monday 
28 
Estimates for Last Week 

Misailiance, Selwyn 3d swk) 
$3.80 1,000 Exited Saturday 
19). topping $14.000 

Seven Year Itch, Erlarger 13th 


wk?) «$5; 2.100) (‘Eddie Bracken 
Over $19,100 

Wish You Were Here, Shubert 
2d wk) ‘$5; 2,100 Holding at 
$34,500 


Faces’ 386 in 3d Frisco 
Frame; Another 5 Wks Due 


San Francisco, Dec. 22 
“New Faces” still moves in high 
brackets, with result that show will 
Curran for. an- 


other five-week run Jan. 25 to Feb 
27. Show is sold out for New 
Year's Eve, with house scaled to 
$8.40. Cast, including Eartha Kitt, 


will remain the 
run. 
“Harvey,” with Frank Fay, 
opens the Geary on Dec. 30 
Estimate for Last Week 


same for return 


New Faces, Curran 3d 
$4.80; Sat.-$6.00; 1,758) t tha 
Kitt, Ronny Graham Kobeit 
Clary) 4 solid $38,000 
week, $35,000. 
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Ballet Prospects Pick Up for N.Y.; 


Three Troupes 


Dance prospects are picking up + 


for starved Gotham balletomanes, 
who've had only the Sadler’s Wells 


Ballet in briefly as sole major of- 
fering this fall, while the two big 
U. S. troupes, Ballet Theatre and 
N. Y. City Ballet, were abroad. 
Now returned, Ballet Theatre is 
set for a single performance at 
the Met Opera House Sunday (27) 
and for two showings at the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music Dec. 31- 
Jan. 1, before going on tour. The 
N. Y. Citv Ballet will return to 
the City Center Jan. 12 for a 10- 
week winter season. And Roland 
Petit’s Ballets de Paris returns to 
Broadway after a three-year ab- 
sence for a limited run at the 
Broadway Theatre Jan. 19. 
Ballet Theatre is using 
single Met showing 
performance in conjunction with 
its $200,000 fund drive to help it 
celebrate its 15th anni next season. 
With a $25 tab for first 10 rows, 
and $7.50 for balance of orchestra, 
BT expects to raise over 20G on 
the event Evening will feature 
the first stage performance of the 
Loring-Antheil-Hemingway ‘“Capi- 
tal of the World,” which already 
has made ballet history. being the 
first ballet commissioned for TV. 
It had its video preem on “Omni- 
bus” Dec. 6. (It also showed a 
struggling terp world a new means 


the 


of financing new works for ballet, | 


work having been paid for by the 
Ford Foundation). 

N. Y. City Ballet’s season will 
be highlighted by the premiere 
Feb. 2 of Balanchine’s “Nutcrack- 
er.” first 


full-evening work Balanchine has 
created. Balanchine will add two 
more new works to the season, and 
Jerome Robbins. now in Israel 
working with the Yemenite Danc- 
ers. will. also furnish a couple. 
Ballets de Paris will star 
and Colette Marchand ‘Renee 
Jeanmaire. third star. having gone 
into the legiter, “Girl in Pink 
Tights”'. Guest artist will be Les- 


lie Caron. However. new ballet 
Petit created for Miss Caron, 
which premiered in London last 


week. doesn’t look strong enough 
for a N. ¥. showing. so Miss Caron 
will take over lead roles in the 
regular repertoire instead. Pro- 
gram will comprise three U. S$ 
preems*® “The Wolf.” “Beautiful 
Widow” and “Cine Bijou,” and the 
familiar “Carmen.” 


Shows in Rehearsal 





Keys: C (‘Comedy’), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama:, R (Revue), 
MC ‘(Musical Comedy!, MD (Mu- 
sical Drama), O (Opera 

Confidential Clerk ‘C) — Pro- 
ducers’ Theatre-Henry Sherek, 


prod.: E. Martin Browne, dir.; Ina 
Claire, Claude Rains, Joan Green- 
wood, stars. 

Coriolanus ‘D)\—T. Edward Ham- 
bleton & Norris Houghton ‘Phoe- 
nix Theatre’ prods.; John House- 
man, dir.: Robert Ryan, star. 

Dear Charles ‘C’)—Richard Ald- 
rich-Richard Myers, John J. Wild- 
berg & Julius Fleischman, prods: 
Romney Brent, dir.: Lili Darvas 
Oscar Karlweis, stars 

Girl in Pink Tights ‘\1)—Shep- 
hard Traube, Anthony B. Farrell, 
prods.; Traube, dir.; Renne Jean- 
maire, Charles Goldner, stars. 

Immoralist (D) — Billy Rose, 
prod.; Herman Shumlin, dir.; Ger- 
aldine Page, Louis Jourdan, stars. 

Lullaby (‘Di—Jerome Mayer, Irl 
Mowery,- prods.; Mayer, dir.; Mary 
Boland, star. 

Mardi Gras (D)\—Anthony 
rella, prod.; Peter Kass, dir.: 
nore Ulric, star. 

Sing Till Tomorrow 
thy Natter, prod.; 
dir. 

Starcross Story (Di\—Shuberts, S 


Pa- 


{‘D)\—Doro- 
Basil 


S. Krellberg, John C. Wilson, 
prods.; Wilson, dir.; Eva Le Gal- 


lienne, Mary Astor, stars. 


Vie With Novelties. 





| Drama Award Council, which gives 


Patterson Wins Canada | 
Award for Bard Fest. 


| 


Stratford, Ont., Dec. 22. | 
The Canadian Drama Award for 


| 1953 goes to Tom Patterson, spark-  } 
first Shake-— 


plug of this city’s 
speare Festival last summer and 
now director of planning for the 
Stratford Shakespearean festival | 


of Canada Foundation, a non-profit 
organization set up to continue the 
Bard fest. 

The 19 - year - old Canadian 


the award—an engraved scroll— 
has reps from all provinces. Pat- 





as a benefit | 


| BROKER BUY ON ‘HERS’; 
_ LIGHT FOR 1ST 8 WEEKS 


| “His and Hers,” 


| have a broker buy. Because of the | 


full-length ballet ever | 
done by a U. S. company and first | 


Petit | 


Le- | 


Langton, | 


.| Ames as 


terson, a lecal businessman, was 
formerly associate editor of a To- 
ronto trade magazine. 








Mi- | 


Fay and 
chael Kanin comedy opening Jan. 
7 at the 48th Street, N. Y., will) 

Celeste Holm-Robert Preston star- | 
rer’s heavy theatre party bookings, 
there are only 12 performances 
available for the “buy” for the 
first eight weeks covered in the 
| deal. 

However, the deal for the op-| 
tionary second eight weeks will be 
heavier. Buy is for 25° of the 
house, with the customary 10°% 
return privilege. 


Albert Selden-Morton Gottlieb | 
productien is currently playing a 
tryout engagement in Detroit. | 


Broker buys are now legal, having 
been okayed several years ago un- 
der the League of N. Y. Theatres | 
| ticket code. 


. ‘ 7.9 
A Pair of ‘Two's 
Abingdon, Va., Dec. 22. 
Barter Theatre is reviving two 
“Two” plays for national tour. One 
is Shakespeare's “Two Gentlemen 
of Verona” and the other is Elmer 
Rice’s “Two on an Island.” They'll 





be sent out in repertory, opening | 


Jan. 11 in Harlan, Ky., and con-'| 
‘tinuing through April 9. 

“Gents,”” believed to be the first ! 
professional! production of the play 
in the U. S. in the 20th century, 

‘is being directed by John Edward 
Friend. while “Island” is being 
staged by Owen Phillips. 


Equity Show 


soat Song 

(LENOX HILL P’HOUSE, N. Y.) 

Franz Werfel’s “Goat Song.” a 
muddled, controversial play when 
first presented by the Theatre 
Guild in 1926, remains a nebulous | 
piece in this Equity Library The- 
atre production. Director Ray E.’ 
Hinkley, a program note indicates, 
apparently attempted to give it a} 
modern airing in terms of the atom; 
age. The symbolism, however, | 
fails to come off, resulting in a try- | 
ing presentation. } 

The play, under any circum- 
stances, would be difficult to stage. 
Hinkley deserves credit for the un- 
dertaking in light of ELT'’s limited | 
production resources. His efforts | 
are well-intentioned, but what! 
emerges is a turgid hodgepodge. 

Problems in casting are obvious. 
“Goat Song” is overloaded with | 
performers and not many succeed | 
in capturing the flavor of Werfel’s 
|elusive opus. Standouts are Rob- 
ert Davis as Feiwel, the Jew; Ger- 
ald Price as the American; Marty 
|Londau as the Student, and Lionel 
Mirko. Okay perform- 
are chalked upp by Paul 
Eden Gray and Al Ruscio. 

Holl. 








} ances 
| Genge, 
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CAB CALLOWAY | 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 


“—-he and the audience have a wonderful time 
with the role." 


From Dec. 21 for Four Weeks 
NATIONAL THEATRE, Wash., D. C. 
Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





Sportin’ Life 


—Phila. Inquirer. 

















Eugene Burr 
has done a bright piece 


Just How Pathetique 
Can You Get? 


* * * 


for the soon due 
2 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











; doing no such thing. 
| have seen the growth here, as else- 
| Where of a lively grassroots move- 
| ment, nurtured by people who have 


ceding 


Legit Isn’t Dying Because 
Road Fades, Sez Critic; 
Sees Grassroots Sub 


Minneapolis, Dee. 22. 

Aroused by the dearth of touring 
legit attractions and the conse- 
quent slim diet of flesh fare here 
this season, John K. Sherman, Min- 
neapolis Star-Tribune drama edi- 
tor-critic, in a byline article point- 
ed out that the development of 
a grassroots movement here and 
elsewhere still spells continued life 
for the spoken drama. 

At the same time, pointing out 


that high expenses in connection | 
| With 
_largely to blame for the present 
| Situation, Sherman wondered why 


production and touring are 


the touring attractions “can’t cut 


|down on transportation costs for 


one thing, not by cheapening their 
sets and using flimsy flats or 
drapes, but by using a scant num- 
ber of suggestive, functional props 
that could be conveniently bundled 
from town to town.” 

While Minneapolis is hungry for 
more Broadway goods of quality 
and thankful for what it gets, “let's 
not fall into the error of assuming 
that if New York won't or can't 
send us its plays, the theatre here 
is dying,” wrote Sherman. “It’s 
Recent years 


a real passion fer the theatre and 
are not content to sit back numbly 
and wait for the east to serve us.” 


‘Dolls’ Defies Tradition; 





Sock Grosses on Road 


Contrary to generally bad biz 


| being done on the road, “Guys and 


Dolls” has been racking up sock 
grosses since its Broadway closing, 
Nov. 28. At that time the Broad- 


| way company merged with the na- 


tional company. During the three 
weeks that the consolidated edi- 
tion of the musical has been tour- 
ing, it has grossed a total of ap- 
proximately $122,000. 

Traditionally bad biz weeks pre- 
Christmas failed to dent 
the show's weekly takes. Tuner 
took in about $44,300 at the Ford's, 
Baltimore, the week of Nov. 30. 
Gross for the following week at 
the Playhouse, Wilmington, was 
about $37,400, while take last week 
at the Shubert, Philly, 
nearly $43,300. 





Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 22. 


(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21-52), 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-52). 
As Long As Happy, Garrick (7-8-53). 
Birthday Honours, Criterion (10-6-53). 
Boy Friend, Embassy (12-1-53). 
Carrington, V. C., Westminster (7-28-53). 
Champagne On Ice, Hipp (9-17-53). 
Confidential Clerk, Lyric (9-16-53). 
Day By The Sea, Haymarket (11-26-53). 
Dear Charles, New (12-18-52). 
Escapade, Strand (1-20-53). 

Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53). 

For Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28-53), 
King and 1, Drury Lane (10-8-53). 
Living Room, Wyndham’'s (4-16-53). 
London Laughs, Adelphi (4-12-52). 

Love From Judy, Saville (9-25-52). 
Love Match, Palace (11-10-53), 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 

Old Vic Repertory, Old Vic (9-14-53). 
Orchard Walis, St. Martin’s (11-30-53). 
Paint Your Wagon, Majesty’s (2-11-53). 
Pygmalion, St. James’ (11-19-53). 
Question of Fact, Piccadilly (12-10-53). 
Reluctant Heroes, White (9-12-50), 
Return, Duchess (11-9-53). 

Ring Out Bells, Vic. Pal. (11-12-52), 
Seagulls Sorrento, Apollo (6-14-50), 
Seven Year Itch, Aldwych (5-14-52). 
Sleeping Prince, Phoenix (10-5-53). 
Someone Waiting, Globe (11-25-53) 

13 For Dinner, Duke York’s (12-17-53). 
Trial & Error, Vaude (9-17-53). 

Wish You Were Here, Casino (10-10-53). 
Witness Prosecution, Garden (10-28-53). 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Oddly Enough, New Watergate (12-2 
In Came Blackbird, Savoy (12-22-5: 


2-53). 


> 
>), 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Antony and Cleopatra, Princes (10 4-53). 
Fun and Fair, Palladium (10-7-53 
On With New, Irving (12-11-53), 


vie 


totalled | 


| took 


; ever, ‘ 
| girl who pesters her way into the 
| great actor’s life, Claude Gensac 


jen 
| efficiency. The odds for a longrun | 


ja bond 
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Plays Abroad 


Continued from page 59 
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Kean 
There is good support work, how- 
from Marie Olivier as the 


as the flirtatious countess, Henri 
Nassiet as her duped husband, and 
Roger Pigaut as Prince of Wales. 
Brasseur’s direction makes the 
long play continuously interesting, 
though he can do little with the 
anti-climatic last ‘scene, which 
needs rewriting. A. Trauner’s 
sets and costumes give the show a 
helpful atmospheric touch. Lens- 
ing of “Kean” seems a Certainty, 
as Brasseur is a pix as well as legit 
star and play could be turned into 
a lavish Technicolor’ spectacle. 
Original Dumas play, adapted as 
“Royal Box,” was a stock company 
fave in the U. S. and alae 
urt. 


Uncertain Joy 


———— 








tented 


underwritten character in the Play 
and does much with very little °’ 

Sets by A. M. Cassandre are 
tops and costumes by Dior ditio 
Production of “Lucrece” in the 
U.S. seems unlikely because the 
play presents a formidable Casting 
problem. It may be done in Great 
Britain. In any case, it goes with 
the Renaud-Barrault troupe i 
N.Y, in French when the company 
makes its next U.S. tour. Curt, 





‘Ginger’ $14,100 St. Louis; 
‘Ozarks’ Mild $8,000 


St. Louis, Dec, 29. 

A big first week for “Time Out 
For Ginger,” with Melvyn Douglas 
at the American, racked up $14 106 
at $3.66 top. Show stays a second 
week; ‘‘Misalliance” follows. 

‘Maid in the Ozarks,” at the Em- 
press, wound up its two-week stand 
Sunday (20), with mild $8,000. 





Glasgow, Dec. 22. 


Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd., production of | 
drama by Charlotte Hastings. Directed by 


Stephen Murray. Stars Jean Kent and 
Stephen Murray. At King’s Theatre, Glas- 
gow. , : 

Bere, POTEYION ..écivieses Margot Lister 
pe ee es Pe Jean Kent 
Stephen Leigh ......... Stephen Murray 
Arnold Hamble, Q.C.....Tristan Rawson 


Derek Hodgson 
rey Olive Walter 
..Paul Whitson-Jones 
Mary Cooper 
John Geden 


TOG xvas 
Mrs. Blundell 


Jean Kent, British film actress 
(not so active lately on the screen), 
is the distaff draw in this new 


play by authoress of the success- 
ful “Bonaventure.” It proves both 


“Charley’s Aunt,” with Tim Her- 
bert, Billy Blair and Don Saxon, 
opens tonight (Tues.). The usual 


i scale at $2.50 prevails.., 





Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 21-Jan. 2) 

Caine Mutiny Court Martial 
(Henry Fonda, John Hodiak, Lloyd 
Nolan) (tryout)—Shubert, New 
Haven (21-26); Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (28-30); Lyric, Balto. (31-2) ‘Re- 
viewed in Variety, Oct. 14, 753). 

Dear Charles—Parsons, Hartford 
(30-2). 

Evening With Beatrice Lillie 





unconvincing and unentertaining, 
and shapes up as likely to give | 
playgoers very uncertain Joy. 

Miss Kent is the thriller-writing 
wife of a placid public schoolmas- | 
ter who adopt a small rebel boy. | 
The little fellow, exceptionally 
well played by juve actor Derek 
Hodgson, causes tension in their 
relationship. While he strikes up| 
of friendship with the) 
teacher, the wife shows hardly any | 
affection towards him. She has her | 
own eareer and aims, and main- 
tains a dislike for the boy. Tri-| 
angular tension sets up psychologi- | 
cal conflict that forces the youth | 
to run away. 

First act is thin. Second begins | 
to show promise in the emotional | 
entanglement until it, too, drifts} 
into situations that fail to ring} 
true. 

Jean Kent and Stephen Murray | 
cope adequately with the difficult | 
roles. Margot Lister’s kindly and 
efficient housekeeper is a praise- 
worthy = characterization. 
will please only those whose tastes | 
run to slow-style legit with only | 
characterization to intrigue. Steph- | 


Murray has directed’ with} 


j 


Drama | 


| 


seem very faint. Gord. | 


Pour Luecrece 
(For Lucrece) 
Paris, Dec. 1. 
Madeleine Renaud-Jean-Louis Barrault | 
Production of drama in three acts by 
Jean Giraudoux. Stars Madeleine Renaud, 
Edwige Feuiliere, Yvonne de Bray. Di- 
rected by Jean-Louis Barrault. Sets by 
A. M. Cassandre. Costumes by Christian 
Dior and A. M. Cassandre. At Marigny | 
Theatre, Paris. $3 top. | 
Count Marcellus 


Jean Servais | 


Joseph PEO P ETO T Jean Juillard | 
Flower-Seller ......... Jeanne Colletin | 
WN ern tn a sana ane Edwige Feuillere | 
PEPE PR PO ere Jean Desailly | 


Aix townsman 


-..++.. Jaeques Galland | 
Another Aix townsman 


Jacques Sorret 
Madeleine Renaud 
Simone Valere 
Yvonne de Bray j 
Jean-Louis-Barrault | 


Jean Giraudoux’s last play, ‘For 
Lucrece” has been awaiting pro- | 


Lucile 
Eugenie 
Barbette ..... 
Imperial Prosecutor 





| duction since its author’s death 10 
years ago. 
| planning to mount it at his Athe- 
; nee 


Late Louis Jouvet was 


house 
in 1951. 


when he was stricken 
Jean Louis-Barrault then 
over after two years of re- 
hearsals. This production is near | 
perfect, splendidly acted, smoothly | 
directed and handsomely staged. 
But as Jean Giraudoux’s farewell 
play, it is occasionally disappoint- 
ing. 

In its present 
has eloquent passages and fine | 
scenes, but despite its literary 
grace, it remains cold and unreal 
even in fascinating production the 
Renaud-Barrault Co. has given it. 

All leads are smash ones. Vet- 
eran Yvonne de Bray, taking on 
the character role of a brothel 
madame, turns it into a star part 
and one of the show’s high spots 
histrionically. Miss Renaud as the 
chaste Lucile and Miss Feuillere, 
as the ruthless Paola, stage a bril- 
liant, exciting duel for acting | 
laurels. Desailly, the high-minded | 
Armand, and Jean Servais, the | 
would-be seducer, also are out-| 
Standing. Jean-Louis Barrault has | 
cast himself in the unrewarding | 
role of Renaud’s husband, the only | 


form, “Lucrece” 





12 


(Beatrice Lillie)—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (21-26); Blackstone, Chi (28- 
AB 

Good Nite, Ladies—Great North- 
ern, Chi (26-2). 

Guys and Dolls—Bushnell Aud, 
Hartford (21-23); Shubert, Boston 
(25-2). 

Harvey (Frank Fay)—Lobero, 
Santa Barbara (29); Geary, S. F. 
(30-2). ; 

His and Hers (Celeste Holm, 
Robert Preston) (tryout)—Cass, De- 
troit (21-2) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Dec. 16, °53). 

John Brown’s Body (Tyrone 
Power, Anne Baxter, Raymond 
Massey)—Mun. Aud., Miami Beach 
(27-28); Aud., Ft. Lauderdale 
(29); Mun. Aud., Orlando (30); Pea- 
body Aud., Daytona Beach (1); 
Aud., Jacksonville (2). 

Mademoiselle Colombe (Julie 
Harris, Edna Best) (tryout)—For- 
rest, Phila. (22-2) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

Misalliance — Davidson, Milwau- 
kee (21-26); American, St. L. (28- 
B 
Moon Is Blue—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(24-26); Hanna, Cleveland (28-2). 

New Faces—Curran, S. F, (21-2). 

Oklahoma—Florida, Jacksonville 
(21-24); Dade County Aud., Miami 
(26-2). 

Porgy & Bess—National, Wash. 
(21-2). 

Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker 
(Burgess Meredith, Martha Scott) 
(tryout)—Walnut St., Phila. (2l- 
26); (Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 16, 
53). 

Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 
—Erlanger, Chi (21-2). 

South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
Tilton)\—Coliseum, Sioux Falls, 
S. D. (21-23); Orpheum, Sioux 
City, Ia. (24-26); Music Hall, K. C. 
(28-2). 

Starcross Story (Eta  LeGal- 
lienne, Mary Astor) (tryout)—Wal- 
nut St., Phila. (28-2). 

Time Out for Ginger 
Douglas)—American, St. L. 
Lyceum, Minneapolis (28-2) 

Twin Beds—Nixon, Pitt. (28-2). 

Wish You Were Here—Shubert, 
Chi (21-2). 


(Melvyn 


(21-26); 


‘Jessie’ 4G, Balto 
Baltimore, Dec. 22 
“Little Jessie James’ drew 
around $4,000 at the Ford's @he- 
atre here last week. 
Musical closed here Saturday 
(19) after a three-week try@ut run, 
which began at the Taft, Cincy. 








BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC. 


Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write oF 
phone for an offering circular to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafalgar 4-1815 
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‘Streets’ Case To Trial 

Muncipal Judge Forrest J. Cava- 
lier of Youngstown last Friday (18) 
ruled that Bernard Bloch, maga- 
zine and book distributor, must 
stand trial on charges of selling, 
distributing, and exposing for sale 
the book “Down All Your Streets. 
He overruled a motion to dismiss 
the charges, and decided to hold 
the case for trial on its merits so 
further evidence may sub- 


mitted. Trial date will be set after 
an. 1. 
; The charges against Bloch re- 


sulted from Police Chief £dward 
} Allen's campaign to enforce’ the 
“pbscene” literature ordinance. A 
Cleveland Federal Court held that 
Chief Allen could enforce the ordi- 
nance, but could not ban publica- 
tions from newsstands on threat of 
arrest. Judge Cavalier decided to 
order trial after he read the novel 
while vacationing in Florida re- 
cently. Bloch sought to have the 
charges dismissed on ground that 
they were discriminatory because 
the books in hard bound covers 
were on display in the library and 
in other stores. : ; 
Pending against Chief of Police 
Allen in Federal Court is a damage 
suit filed by the New American Li- 
brary of World Literature, pub- 
lisher of “Down All Your Streets,” 
which is helping to defend Bloch. 
It was New American which went 
to Federal Court to bar Allen from 
banning books on threat of arrest. 





Latest Paris Prize 


The spate of literary prizegiving | 


y hich usually makes new authors, 
rewards old ones, puts the kudosed 
books into the 100,000 class and 
makes them ripe for pic and legit 
cffers, has come to an end in Paris 
with the awarding of the Prix In- 
terallie. 4 
vet, pie cric on the conservative 
Figaro, for his novel, “L’Air Sur le 
Quatrieme Corde” (“Tune on the 
Fourth String’). Book is about a 
mystical young girl who helps lead 
a man who loves her on the road 
to religion and salvation. 

Another newspaper man, Pierre 
Gascar, won the Goncourt prize, 
and two femmes, Celia Bertin and 


Zoe Oldenbourg, took the Renau- | 


cot and Femina prizes, 


respec- 
tively. 





Sawyer’s Re-Buy 
Charles Sawyer, Cincinnati, for- 
mer Secretary of Commerce under 


former President Truman, and 
publisher of the Lancaster (O.) 
Eagle-Gazette, a daily, and the 


Waverly News, a weekly, has pur- 
chased the Waverly Watchman, an- 
other weekly, which will be con- 
tinued. This is the second time 
Sawyer has owned both newspap.4°s 
in Waverly. He bought both the 
Republican Herald (now the News) 
and the Waverly Watchman in 
1930. and sold both in 1943. He re- 
purchased the Republican Herald 
a year ago, changing the name to 
the Waverly News. 





Tempo Mag’s Upped Price 
_Tempo mag hikes its tab up to 
15ec with the Jan. 11 issue. Mag 
Will start printing four-color cov- 
ers then. 

Bold, pocket-size monthly men’s 
mag, will go to four-color covers 
With the March issue but there’ll 
oe no uppage in price, It’s already 





French Paperbacks 
Range of ‘paperbacks is a no- 
table feature of an exhibition of 
9.000 French books,” all modern, 


currently being held in Edinburgh. | 


Exhibitions of this type have been 
arranged by French publishers for 
many years now, but this is first 
time Since before the war that a 
Cisplay of such size has been seen 
in the United Kingdom. 

High quality of illustrations and 
beauty of the limited editions are 
Oller standout points. 


Holiday’s House Organ 


Holiday mag has launched a 
Monthly bulletin, “Speaking of 


Holiday,” which deals with authors, 


Nirctres z “ 
‘Hustrators and editors of the mag- | 


azine, 


oe Publication is being edited 


;) \askie Stinnett. First issue con- 
“ins conversations with and short 
Profiles of Ludwig Bemelmans, 
Piolographer Henri 
on and film critie Al Hine, all 

a8 behind-the-scenes-at-Holiday 


4 


Sulletin also reveals that the 

“anuary Issue shows an ad linage 

the. jecover last January’s and is 
od largest January Holiday yet 

ou Not larger than the 196-page 

l ember issue, .which was 
fest of all time.) 





Ad Scot ‘Indecency’ 

| Ceputation from the Scottish 
Pe Rene the British Federation 
é geval Newsagents, Booksellers 
~ e’etloners will ask the Minister 





of State for Scotland if anything 
can be done to help them decide 
what are indecent publications. 
O@icial view is that there is no 
censorship of publications in Scot- 
land, and accordingly there can be 
no central list of indecent publica- 
tions. Government circles take the 
stand that it is for the law courts 


or exposure to sale of a particular 
book is an offense, and that in 


by the central departments is dif- 
ficult. Whole question will be 
raised with the British Home Sec- 
retary, 





‘Confidential’ Bally 


some six months ago, has reached 
the 1,000,000 mark in newsstand 
circutation. As a special promotion 
to emphasize the growth of the 
mag, Joseph P. Weigers, public re- 
lations consultant for Publishers 
Distributing Corp., sent out letters 
to sime 750 magazine wholesalers. 

Letters, in girl’s handwriting and 
with a dime store ring enclosed, 





This went to Louis Chau- | 


Cartier-Bres- | 


the | 


were mailed to the wholesalers at 
‘home. Perfume-drenched missive 
/ stressed the mag’s and the whole- 
salers’ “romance” in love-letter 
| style, and notified them of ne:.t 
| publication date, Jan. 6. 


A Disenchanted Son 

The career of Walter S. Dickey 

| who was prominent on the Kansas 
| City scene for over 40 years of the 
late 19th and early 20th century is 
| chronicled briefly (47 pages) by his 
|eldest son, Kenneth McM. Dickey, 
|in ‘A Man With Clay Feet” ‘Mount 
| Forest Press; $2), recently pub- 


| lished in K. C. The senior Dickey | 
| is famed as the publisher of the) 


jnow defunct K. C. Journal Post 


| with which he tried to buck the 
| Steel girdered Kansas City Star 
} and went broke doing it. 

falter Dickey’s story probably 
j|has the makings of a screen story 
detailing how a tycoon was able to 
operate with a lavish hand and 
wind up completely broken. The 
| family fortune came from the W. S. 
Dickey Clay Mfg. Co. through the 
man’s affinity for merging small 
companies into one and through 
ithe fortunate situation of the 
freight rate “differential” which al- 
lowed Dickey to undersell com- 
petitors. 
| All this is given straightforward 
_treatment by the author, who does 
| not cover his bitterness in the tell- 
jing. He spares neither his father 
{nor members of the family in re- 
| lating how (an estimated) $25.000.- 
| 000 was gathered from sewer pipe 
j}and floundered in a sad journal- 
|istic venture. 
Kenneth Dickey was for some 
| time bridge columnist on the Jour- 
inal Post, had a brief fling as a 
VARIETY mugg in K. C. and now is 
in real estate there, the disen- 
chanted son of the once affluent 
family. Quin. 


| 


Amusement Page Appeal 

Recent report by research ana- 
lyst Albert Sindlinger on lessened 
| public interest in amusement pages 
|in the newspapers has sprouted 
‘into a hassle. Taking issue with 
| Sindlinger is Harold S. Barnes, di- 
rector of the Bureau of Advertising 
of the American Newspaper Pub- 
l lishers Assn. 

Sindlinger’s feport, based on a 
i survey in Philadelphia, had it that 
' amusement-page reading had fallen 
| off since the advent of television. 
| Not so, according to Barnes. De- 
spite the drop in attendance since 
| 1948, he declared this week, the 
| public seems as avid as ever to 
learn about new pictures and 
what’s happening in the film ‘World. 
|What's needed, perhaps, is the 
stimulus to turn that interest into 
boxoffice dollars—the stimulus of 
| good motion pictures and stronger 
{and more sharply aimed advertis- 
|ing appeals,” he opined. 
| Sindlinger had found that amuse- 
ment page readership had de- 
creased from 40°% in 1948 to 19% 
in 1953, these being the percent- 
ages of the total newspaper read- 
ing. In contrast, according to 
| Barnes, “the findings of recognized 
media research organizations” have 
it that current reading is equal to 
|or above the 1948 levels. 





CHATTER 

Richard G. Hubler has signed 
‘contract with Coward McCann tor 
next August publication of “In 
Darkest Childhood.” Me 

Picture Life, America’s only 
pocket size all photo magazine 
publica- 
James A. Bryans 


newest Martin Goodman 
j tions, just out, 
is the editor. ; 

Fred Brophy, news director of 
elected president 
succeeding 


, WHIO, Dayton, 
}of Dayton Press Club, 





to decide whether the publication | 


these circumstances further action. 


Confidential mag, which started | 


| Bill Barton, amusement editor of 
| Dayton Daily News, 
“Appointment With O’Hara” 
‘(John), which starts as a regular 
| feature in Collier’s as of Feb. 5, 
will include comments on show biz 
as well as arts, books and O’Hara. 
The Hearst Foundation, through 
Gene Robb, publisher of the 
Albany Times-Union, presented 
checks last week for $2,000 each to 
St. Peter's Hospital, Jewish Com- 
munity Center and YMCA, 
Albany. 
Chicago 
Daily News Syndicate is offering 
| to its string three columns weekly 





Wolters. Wolters’ standing Sunday 
| Trib feature, “Radio-TV Gagbag,” 
| currently rides in 10 papers via the 
syndicate. 


Earl Wilson, Broadway colum- 


to his present prominence, was the 
subject of a 15-minute program 
last week (15) on “The Ohio Story” 
radio series, heard over a network 
‘throughout Ohio, sponsored by 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. 

McCall Corp. elected four new 
directors: John Fiske, president of 
the Fiduciary Trust Co. of N. Y.: 
Frank R. Riesenberger, president 
of the Van Raalte; William B. Carr 
and Clayton C. Westland, vice- 
presidents of the McCall Corp. 
Carr is advertising director of 
McCall’s Magazine and Westland 
contract printing director for the 
corporation, 














Rodgers 


Continued from page 1 


with Charles Lederer. “Kismet” 
producer, for the London produc- 
tion right. Contracts are expected 
to be signed within a week. 

Road Problem 

The deteriorating condition of 
the road is a source of concern to 
Rodgers, as it is for most people 
in legit. Because of spiraling pro- 
duction and operating costs, its 
becoming virtually impossible to 
send shows on tour unless they 
are tremendous grossers. AS CO- 
author and co-producer of the 
touring “South Pacific’ and “Okila- 
homa,” the soon-to-tour “King and 
I’ and on-Broadway “Me and 
Juliet,’ he is especially aware of 
the problem. 

Partly for that reason. he’s sym- 
pathetic with the feeling of Law- 
rence Langner, Theatre Guild co- 
director who was quoted at length 
in VARIETY on the subject. ut 
Rodgers also is angered by some 
of the criticism directed at legit. 
“No one says the theatre is per- 
fect.” he declares. 

“Of course it faults. But 
much of the criticism is so snide 
and unfair, that after awhile vou 




















has 


lose your temper at it. Easy gen- 
eralizations about inferior road 
company. shoddy scenery” and 


dirty costumes a! 
warranted. No wonder 
occasionally slap back 
Wants to be @ patsy 


e frequently un- 
producers 
Nobod\ 


forever.” 











| Reenact Murder 


tm Continued from page 1 jaa 


that the film later could be used 
if necessary, as court evidence. The 
authorities drove the murderer 
and KSTP-TV newsman and cam- 
eraman to the crime’s actual scene 
for the reenactment. 

Latter was followed by the 
photographing and recording of 
the killer’s confession for sound- 
on-film video presentation. The 
murderer told how the deputy 
sheriff apprehended him just after 
he had burglarized a tavern and 
how he killed the officer in order 
to prevent arrest at the time. He 
also related his actions prior to 
the burglary and murder and how 
he finally was arrested. He gave 
permission to KSTP-TV to set 
down the entire story for airing. 





of » 


by Chi Trib radio-TV editor Larry | 





NBC Commentator 
Leon Pearson 
details a bizarre experience in 


The Strangest Thing 
Happened When I Left 
Berlin’s ‘Maskebar’ 
. 7 * 
another editorial feature in the 
forthcoming 
18th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Tribune -New , York | 


, peace and the sciences. 


nist who went from being a Sun-' 
day schoolteacher at Rockford, O., | 


Poor 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


POOOHEHOEOO HOOD By Frank Scully 
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Hollywood. 

Many times (after a song of the same name) I have remarked on 
the difference between Hollywood and civilization. Civilization seeks 
to balance the budget between avarice and idealism. That is to say, 
between trade and art, or a fast buck and the conscience of mankind. 

Even within the arts, there are these divisions, such as between 
the commercial theatre and some non-profit theatrical project. 

Sometimes the tribute to conscience comes from within, but usually 
from without. Nobel makes his coin out of dynamite and endows 
prizes not to miners but those who work in the fields of literature, 
Carnegie makes his out of steel and enslows 
libraries, Ford makes it out of cars and endows a foundation for 
practically everything that might do any good. 

The only place that has consistefitly fought against this grabbing 
with one hand and endowing with the other has “been Hollywood. It 
has always grabbed with both hands. 

Of course I'm not speaking of its talent. 
the giveaway list of benefits than good 
of its tycoons. 

In 50 years these Fords of film have siphoned billions out of the 
world-economy and as far as I can see have not even endowed afoun- 
dation to study the smog which is slowly cutting into the working 
day of their own business. As for contributing to the general culture 
in some phase remote from where they made their money, I'm stuck 
for proof to plead their case in the next world. 

Some colleges bordering on the celluloid colony have set up depart- 
ments for the study of the creative side of the cinema and have good 
men heading them—notably Kenneth McGowan at UCLA and William 
de Mille at USC. But nothing like Joseph Pulitzer’s contribution to 
his own profession, such as setting up a school of journalism at Co- 
lumbia U., has come out of Hollywoed and. if 1 may make a prediction 
on things to come, it can't here 


Its talent is higher on 
sense allows. I'm speaking 


happen 


Now and then a studio out of self-interest has signed up a batch 
of voungsters in the hope that one here and there would rise to stardom 
and pay the studio back handsomely while still on a beginner’s waze 


But few producers have trusted their judgment for long. They'd rather 
invest in colts and raise them in the hope of getting a Kentucky Derby 


winner some years hence In brief. even in gambling they prefer to 
gamble in fields where the odds are much bigger against them than 


in their own industry on which has been sprinkied some stardust of 
art and a lot of luck. 
Intramural Gamblers 
The only studio which consistently has gambled on young talent 
has been Universal. Changes in ownership has not changed this basic 
Laemmle dream. That they had Ty Power and Alan Ladd in one of 


their schools and flunked them 20 years ago. of course brings down 
their percentage of hits. but that’s all it does 
It does n®t destroy the basic idea. nor the enlightened idealism 


behind the project. Long ago Hollywood was told “For Hamlet's sake, 


stop mooching on other branches of show biz and develop your own 
talent! Later Hollywood was to talk that way about TV. But it had 
a hollow ring because TV was built on it own talent. or those from 
radio. or vaudeville. gr Broadway or Hollywood rejects. It couldn't 


raid Hollywgod as Hollywood had raided Broadway because, first. it 
hadn't the money and second, the studios had put al] cooperation in 
a deep freeze. 

Through the years Universal 
entertainment in a combined 


and now U-I. has argued that sell 
operation of preduction, distribution 


- 
ass 
an 


ow & TR 





exhibition was strictiy for no-t guys. The key to the arch wa 

talent and it planned to concentrate on that " 
Today. as earlier, it not only finances its own talent school but fer 
a chance to show off 


the last three vears has been giving the talent 
€ 


in a live show for non-paying audiences—salesmen, critics and of course 


' relatives, 


Heys Sid! Here's 


Only last week when the town was previewing “The Eddie Cantor 
Story.” “The Glenn Miller Story” and “Sadie Thompson” ‘which has 
been made so often some Skolsky of the future might sell an original 





entitled “The Sadie Thompson Story”) Universal-International was 
previewing its kids in the flesh on the stage of the Phantom Theatre. 
Universal City, a mouldering monument on the back lof left over 
from the grandiose davs when € Silent version of “The Phantom 
of the Opera” was big stuff 

It was a cold barn an s seen er days, ‘possit at 
the Scala around 1876). but there was yo id warmth on stage— 
plenty of it. The house was packed—wiith people, not extras—and 
though the audience was cold at first, it warmed up until at the end 
the applause was literally deafening 

Who were the performers and what did they do? Well, they per- 
formed in a revue called “Inside U-l mostly master scenes of long 


established hits, and they were played by girls currently named Susan 
n, Myrna Hansen, Kath- 


Cabot. Mara Corday. Lisa Gave. Ruth Ham; ’ 

leen Hughes, Christiane Martel, Lori Nelson, Barbara Rush, Sara 
Shane and Mamie Van Doren. and boys with billings like Lance Fuller, 
Brett Halsey. Gordon Hunt. Brad Jackson. Russel] Johnson, William 
Leslie. Richard Long, Hugh O'Brian, Gregg Palmer ‘that one must 
have been created by a stenographer) and Bart Roberts. 

They opened with an ensemble entitled “Come to the U-I Party,” 
an item by Bill Barnes i Arnold Hughes, which bordered on lilv- 
gilding, since obviously we were already there. It was sung and danced 
by 21 guys and gals—all things of beauty and 2 joy ‘U-I hopes) forever. 
In a place where “forever” means at most a seven year itch.) 

Young Talent, Old Plays 
The producers cut the show 


anc 


into two acts—eight numbers in the 


c 
first act, six in the second. The kids did scenes from Schnitzler’s “The 
Wedding Morning,” Williams The Rose Tattoo,” Odets’ “The Big 
Knife” and his “Country Girl.” Blees’ “Midnight Visitor,’ Barry's 
“Here Come The Clowns,” Brown's “A Sound of Hunting.” Barnes’ 
“Top Secret Merchandise” ‘U-I’s young lovelies!) and his “Universal 


Musketeers,” de Hartog’s “The Four Poster.” Yordan’s “Anna Lucasta.” 
and the Spewacks’ “Boy Meets Girl’ and a finale of the entire cast 
with music and tyrics again by Barnes : 

Because the scenes were short, the producers drew heavily on love- 
scenes, bits where young people alternately schmoo all over each other 
and then grow taut and blast each other to bits. But the biggest hand 
went to Messrs. Halsey, O'Brian. Jackson, Roberts, Johnson, Fuller, 
Leslie and Kelly for their performance in the dameless “A Sound of 
Hunting,” proving to me at least that a whole evening of wrestling, 
even if it's Yale vs. Vassar, can get pretty tiresome unless relieved 
by something gruesome, in a gay way, like “Hunting.” 

But the main point is that the show was vastly entertaining, beauti- 
fully staged and lit, smartly directed and lavishly gowned. Many who 
saw it remarked, “Why don't the other studios ever do anything like 
this?” Others, with an eye to the dormant fast buck, wondered why 

it wasn't roadshown at nominal prices as a prestige-builder for U-I 

product? But still others, like myself, were happy to see Hollywood 
doing something for fun and giving its young talent a chance to per- 
form before a live audience and hear live applause, 

It's not quite the same thing as setting up a foundation to award 
those in other fields of human endeavor who have done something to 
inch mankind a little further away from self-destruction, but at Jea-t 
it’s better than loading critics with liquor, junkets and Chris! 
presents to cover the flaws of a current release of an old tal: 
wasn't very inspiring when it was made the first time and |! 

, depressingly tarnished with the years. 
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Broadway 


Lise Einfeld, daughter of 20th- 
Fox veepee Charles Einfeld, en- 
aged to wed Richard P. Malkin of 
§ Walter Thompson agency, next 
June, 


Warner’ Bros. shorts’ topper 
Norman Moray on the Coast to 
map the company’s 1954 two-reeler 
program. 


M-G story head Kenneth Mac- 
Kenna returned to the Coast fol- 
lowing a two-week survey of the 
New York literary market. 


Metro executive Lawrence Wein- 
garten back from London Monday 
(21) and will remain in Gotham for 
a week before returning to the 
Coast. 

Mrs. Ella Hepburn, mother of 
actress Audrey Hepburn, in from 
Europe Thursday (17) on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam for her first 
visit to the U. S. 


Wolfe Cohen, Warner Bros.’ in- | 


ternational topper, back at the 
homeoffice following a week of 
studio coniabs. His Coast visit fol- 


lowed a tour of WB's Latin Ameri- | 25 


can offices. 


Walt Disney Productions, cur-| 


rently lccated in the RKO Bldg., 
took a long-term lease on a floor 
in a new 23-story office building 


under construction at 477 Madison | 


Ave. Moving next spring. 

Peggy and Bruce Kenny made 
George (Hotel La Serena, Palm 
Springs) Brown a first-time grand- 
father. Mrs. Kenny is the daugh- 
ter of the former pub-ad head of 
Paramount Pictures studios. 

James E. Stroock, of Brooks Cos- 
tume, and his wife, designer Bianca 
Stroock, and the Raymond Spec- 
tors, of the Hazel Bishop account, 
are passengers on the Flandre for 
a Central American’ vacation 
cruise. 

Jeanne Crain, accompanied by 
husband Paul Brinkman; actor 
Dane Clark and artist Salvador 
Dali back from Europe Friday (18) 
on the SS United States. The Vic- 
tor Matures returned from Britain 


yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen, 
| 


Mary. 


Washington public relations 


counsel Frank W. Luther now as- | 
sociated with The Ettinger Com-| 
pany, N. Y. and L. A. flackery'! 
headed by Margaret Ettinger. Ar- | 


rangement gives the Ettinger firm 
a D. C. affiliate as it has in Lon- 
don and Paris. 

Hildegarde commuting from 
Milwaukee's Knickerbocker Hotel, 
where she is sojourning in between 


visits to her mother’s bedside in; 
“‘Chantoosie | 


the local hospital. 
from Milwaukee” commuted by air 
over the weekends during her 12 
weeks’ run at the Hotel Pierre's 
Cotillion Room. 


Paris 

Ed Sullivan due Dec. 28 for brief 
stay. 

Irene Strozzi, operetta songstress, 
into Club St. James. 

‘Moulin Rouge” (UA) pic getting 
gala preem at Moulin Rouge nitery. 

Claude Laydu and Henri Vidal 
inked for “Attila” film to be shot 
in Rome. 

Harry Kurnitz here for opening 
of Carol Reed pic he scripted, ‘““Man 
Between ” 

Daniel Gelin and Maria Casares 
to star in next Julien Green play, 
“The Enemy.” 

Rene Fraday from London to 
Italy on talent hunt before return- 
ing here Xmas. 

Michele Morgan inked for 
Claude Autant-Lara pic, ‘Poison 
Case,” to be shot in cinemascope. 

Diana Lynn commencing short 
Continental vacation in Paris prior 
to returning to N. Y. for new Elmer 
Rice play. 

Release of Sacha Guitry film, 
“A Night at Versailles,” set for 
Feb. 3. Pic will have gala benefit 
showing at Opera Dec. 15. 

Gilberte Refoule, Henri Bern- 
stein’s secretary since 1930, to be 
new manager of Ambassadeurs, 
Henri Bernstein legit house. 

Jack Palmer White, U.S. film and 
legit cric living here, adapting the 
new Andre Maurois book, “Alex- 
andre Dumas,” for U.S. and Eng- 
land. 

Elvire Popesco taking over man- 
agement of Theatre Athenee where 
She is playing revival of Jacques 
Deval's “Tovarich,” with Mischa 
Auer. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Arthur Levy here ahead of “Time 
Out for Ginger.” 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
singer Jerome Courtland with Four 
Lads underlined. 

AFTRA and !ocal Arthur Murray 
dance studio joined in sponsorship 
of benefit dance to collect Christ- 
mas toys for poor children. 

: Doc Evans Dixieland Band con- 
tinuing at Jimmy Hegg’s Starlight 


Club with Mickey Carlisle & Ray | 


Johnson and Lynn Jackson. 
Minneapolis niteries squawking 
and blaming TV and police depart- 


ment spot-checking of autos be- 
cause business continues to hit new 
lows. 


Prom Ballroom had Ray An- 
thony and Hank Thompson's “Bra- 
zos Valley Boys” for one-nighters; 
then shuttered the week before 
Christmas. 

Minneapolis Lakers basketball 
‘team, meeting Baltimore in regu- 
ilar pro league game, will have 
stageshow as added _ attraction 
| Christmas night. 
| Initial visit of Arthur Wirtz’s 
“Holiywood Ice Revue” to St.. Paul 
likely to be last because of ex- 
tremely poor business. ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades” also dropped town from its 
itinerary two years ago after long 
stretch of annual engagements. 


Boston 


Tassel twirler Sally Keith held 
over at the Mayfair. 

Charlie Shavers combo into the 
Savoy for indefinite stint. 

Ella Fitzgerald moves_ into 
Storeyville for 10-day stint Dec. 





Slim Gaillard in one of his num- 
erous return visits to the Hi-Hat 
this week. 

Harvard’s Hasty Pudding Club 
show, “Ad Man Out,” proved to 
be the top grosser in the club’s 
history. A sellout during its week's 
run, it ran an extra day. 


St. Louis 


Lester Levy, vet film salesman 
/in St. Louis, discharged from a 
| local hospital. 

Wayne Stevenson, Paramount 
salesman, hobbling on crutches fol- 
| lowing injuries suffered in an auto 
| accident near St. Louis. 








| Joe Feld, city salesman for 20th- 
| Fox exchange here, suffered cuts 
and lacerations in an auto collision 
|near New Harmony, Ind. 
| W. R. Woods. leased the Louise, 
| Louisville, Ill., from Donald Tol- 
lover; will relight the house that 
‘has been dark several months. 
Elfram Theatre Corp. relighted 
, its Times, Jacksonville, Ill., which 
| was closed following fire that did 
extensive damage jiast September. 
The Fox-St. Louis Properties, 
owner of the Fox and a nearby of- 
fice building, will pay a $2.50 a 
'share dividend omits preferred. 
Same divvy was declared last year. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 

Weela Galles comes back to the 
Monte Carlo for another stay on 
Monday (28). 

Jackie Heller and his wife sailed 
on cruise of the West Indies aboard 
the Nieuw Amsterdam. 

Playhouse has set recent Broad- 
vay show, “Take a Giant Step,” 
for its February show. 

Bernie Miller, long fave at Elm- 
wood Casino in Windsor, Canada, 
into Carousel for three weeks. 

Phil Richards’ iceshow wound 
up long run at Ankara Saturday 
(19); will return at Easter t#me. 

' Donald Steinfirst, Post-Gazette 
| music cric, his wife and their twins 
drove to Miami Beach for holidays. 

Charles Hunters of New Castle 
| won two-week holiday vacation in 
| Hollywood on “Big Payoff’-WB 
contest. 
| Sammy Schwartz, late of the 
Proad “Guys and Dolls,” and his 
recent bride to New York after 
visiting the home folks. 

Dancer Rosario Imperio went to 
| Youngstown, O., for a one-night 
| booking with Julius LaRosa fol- 
| lowing her Ankara date here. 


| 


| Havana 


| Crooner Ray Carson going to 
Caracas. 

| Trianon closed during installa- 
| tion of CinemaScope equipment. 

|; Monsigneur Trio coming from 
| France for dates including at soon- 
| to-be-opened Monsigneur restau- 
| rant. 

Biography of President Batista 
slated for publication in U. S. next 
month. Work is by Ed Chester, 
former AP correspondent and CBS 
staffer. 

Virtually all major Havana cine- 
mas now have widescreens, but 
Cubans complain that Spanish sub- 
| titles focus poorly when 3-D pix 
are shown, 


Portland, Ore. 


Lene & Searles, Art Peters, and 
The O'Hagans at the Clover Club. 
| Woody Herman outfit inked for 

a one-nighter at the Jantzen Ball- 
} room next month. 
| Rudy Cardenas, De Mattiazzi’s, 
| Stagg McMann and Ford & Harris 
|} into Amato’s Supper Club. 
Evergreen managers and wives 
|} home after annual Xmas meet and 
| party in Seattle Dec. 15-16. 





| Willard Coughiin appointed Pa- 
| cific northwest field man for WB. 

Max Bercutt, vet p.a. for company, 
; will work only California, 





London 


Title of the new Ealing film 
starring Paul Douglas has been 
switched from “Highland Fling” to 
“The Maggi.” ; 

The Id Vic production of 
“Twelfth Night,” starring Claire 
Bloom and Richard Burton, sked- 
ded to open Jan. 6. 

Band leaders Edmundo Ros and 
Ray Ellington start a new BBC 
radio. feature this week entitled, 
“Mr. Ros and Mr. Ray.” ‘ 

Ron Randell, who came in last 
week from Hollywood, is lining up 
two legit prodactions ‘in one of 
which he will play the lead. 

Reginald C. O. Viveash retires as 
secretary of the Cinematograph 
Trades Benevolent fund at the end 
of 1953 after 30 years’ service. 

Biff McGuire, who _ co-starred 
with Diana Lynn in the London 
production of “Moon Is Blue,” re- 
turned to N.Y last weekend with 
his wife and daughter. 

Chubby Broccoli, who partners 
Irving Allen in Warwick Produc- 
tions, planed to N.Y. over the week- 
end en route to Hollywood to line 
up production and distribution of 
their first CinemaScope pic. 

First recording of “People Are 
Funny,” the U.S. radio and TV 
program which has been acquired 
for Britain by Hector Ross, was 
made in London last weekend for 
airing via Radio Luxembourg. 

Patricia Medina, currently co- 
starring with Alan Ladd in the 
Warwick production of “The Black 
Knight,” joined the panel of 
“What’s My Line” in place of Bar- 
bara Kelly who is on the sick list. 


lreland 


By Maxwell Sweeney , 
“East Lynne” skedded for re- 
staging at Studio Theatre, Dublin, 
at Christmas. 
“Shane” (Par) set house record 


at Capitol, Dublin, with 4-week run f 


on Irish launching. 

“The Robe” (20th) to preem in 
Dublin about time of English 
provincial release in January. 

Roy Ashton in from London for 
leading roles in ‘Butterfly’ and 
“Il Traviata” at Waterford opera 
season. 

Jean Anouilh’s comedy, “The 
Thieves’ Kitchen,” skedded_ as 
Christmas production by Belfast 
Arts Theatre. 

Claude Hulbert and Sonnie Hale 
in from London for leads in new 
mystery-farce “‘Not a Clue” at 
Olympia, Dublin. 

Maureen O’Sullivan will return 
here in June to join Hilton Ed- 
wards-Michael MacLiammoir Gate 
Co. for three-month season. 

Terpery owner Bill Fuller re- 
ported seeking Woody Herman 
orch. for Dublin date when 
maestro does European stint in 
April. 

Edward Foley scripting major 
pageant for Ireland at Home Festi- 
val next year, based on General 
Thomas Francis Meagher, Irish- 
born founder of New York's “Fight- 
ing Irish” (69th) Regiment. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Blistering pre-Yuletide heat nixes 
Down Under film biz. 

Stanley Wright resigned as pub- 
licity chief of the Tivoli loop. 

“South Pacific’ will do a New 
Zealand Yunaround for J. C. Wil- 
liamson early next year. 

Haral® Bowden, J. C. William- 
son, general manager, planed in 
from U.S. talent looksee. 

“Here to Eternity” (Col) still 
standout here at Greater Union's 
Sydney State after seven stanzas. 

Wrestling season exits as sum- 
mer bows in. U.S. grapplers took 
solid coin over the cold weather 
span. 

F. J. Smidmore, winner of 
“Queen is Crowned” competition 
for best showman, wined-dined by 
film industry. ~ 

Joe Kaufman, U.S. producer, 
mulling idea of producing a pic or 
two here next year. Kaufman will 
also lineup some TV fare. 

Fulton Sheen's “Life is Worth 
Living’’ program has been booked 
for airing weekly via Catholic com- 
mercial station 2 SM, Sydney. 


Berlin 
By Hans Hoehn 

Local outfit plans a documentary 
about Ernst Reuter, the late Mayor 
of West Berlin. 

“Once I Shall Return,” first 
German-Yugoslav coproduction, 
preemed in Hanover. 

Paul Gordon completed “Listen 
to Music,” full-length musical 
which will be released shortly. 

SPIO, top organization of West- 
German film industry, is prepping 
offensive against amusement tax. 

West German exhibs refuse to 
pay 50° rentals for “The Robe” 
(20th), claiming it has cost them 
too much to buy CinemaScope 
equipment. 

“Erast Thaelmann,” DEFA bio- 


- 


ic on the German Commie leader, 
n the making for almost two years, 
now doing interiors at DEFA stu- 
dios in East Berlin. . 

Berlin Philharmonic, under Wil- 
helm Furtwaengler, will tour sev- 
eral cities in West-Germany next 
month, and later will visit French, 
Swiss and Italian spots. 

Alois Hitler, brother of Adolf, 
reportedly protested against show- 
ing of “Till 5 Minutes Past 12” and 
possible slandering of his brother. 
Latter is hard to believe by resi- 


dents here. 
Madrid 


By Geeno Garr i 

Tony Doemenech in new pic, 
“The Tyrant of Jerez.” ; 

Luis Rovira orch off to Colombia 
on start of two-year tour of Latino 
countries. ; 

Spanish actor Eduardo Fajardo 
under a two-year contract to Diana 
Films of Mexico City. is 

English actress Betty Wallace 
living in a farm around Madrid 
where she is learning bull-fighting. 

Guitarist Andres Segovia will 
give only one concert in Madrid 
this season and the profits will go 
to charity. 

Argentinian legit star Lola 
Membrives at Lara Theatre with 
Anton M. Peman’s “In Hands of 
Her Son.” 

Impresario Jose Luna back from 
a four-month tour of southern 
Spain with the legit company of 
Julio Arrojo. 

Cuban singer-dancer Ilda de 
Carlo under contract to comedian 
Pedrito Rico for a provincial tour 
of a vaude show. 

Singer-dancer Antonita Moreno 
with Raquel Lucas and Alberto 
Velez off to Buenos Aires on a 
Latin-American tour. 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

American orch leader Theodore 
Bloomfield directed Red-White- 
Red network concerts. 

Film Ball, outstanding social 
event of the winter season, slated 
for Jan. 1 in Konzert House. 

A Max Reinhardt Memorial col- 
lection was inaugurated via a the- 
atre collection at the National 
Library. 

Salzburg Festival committee an- 

nounced production of Mozart’s 
“Idomeneo” for 1956, celebrating 
200th birthday anni. 
“How New York Sings,” stage 
}revue, in USFA Cosmos Theatre 
with Donna Pegors, Keith Eugen 
and Olive Moorefield. 

“Lisa, Behave,” an_ operetta 
success during the last world war, 
being prepared for film produc- 
tion in Sievering Studio. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Frank Zogott is new manager of 
the Forge Room, Chancellor Hall 
spot. 
Libby Holman will come here 
(Jan. 8) to Hedgerow Theatre for 
song recital. 


and Dolls,” doubled at Latin Ca- 
sino late show. 

Jean Adair, danseuse at Big 
Bill’s, booked for six weeks in 
Caracas, Venezuela, starting Jan. 3. 

Jimmy Merritt, fender-bass man 
with Bullmoose Jackson, switched 
ito Chris Powell’s Five Hot Flames 
combo. 

Louis Vyner, Germantown, Pa., 
composer-conductor, is auditioning 
young musicians for Leopold 
Stokowski’'s Collegiate Orchestra of 
America, , 

Betty Gaynor and Jerri Rogers 
co-chairmen for the Variety Artists 
'Friendship Club (femme nitery 
performers organization) benefit at 
Rathskeller (15). Show was to aid 
two. ailing performers, Dolly 
Vatfghn and Marie LaTell. 


Dallas 


Sid F. Smith, operator of Lime- 
stone Theatre, Groesbeck,. discon- 
tinued his special bargain prices. 

More than 100,000 books were 
collected in various’ theatres 
throughout the state and brought 
to State Selective Service ware- 
house at Austin. They will be sent 





Services. 

In response to request made by 
oil workers in Fort Stockton area, 
Pecos Theatre there instituted 
series of early matinee showings 
twice weekly on an experimental 
basis. Workers are unable to at- 
tend night showings. 

L. H. McKibbon named city man- 
ager for Jefferson Amus. Co., in 
Port Arthur, succeeding Morris 
Clemmons, who retires after being 
with circuit 20 years. McKibbon 


ager of the Jefferson, Beaumont. 


succeeding W. S. Samuels, trans- 
ferred to Longview. 





B. S. Pully, in town with ‘Guys | 





Hollywood 


Lisa Kirk planed in from Ny 

Ben Mantz to Kansas City for his 
father’s funeral. 

Ann Rutherford became ay 
American citizen. 

Sam and Lilian Rosen celebrateg 
their 25th wedding anni. 

Rudy Vallee played Santa Claus 
at the Wilshire Optimist Boys Clup 

Edward G. Robinson to San 
Francisco to speak for  Israg| 
Bonds. 

Lawrence Weingarten checked 
in at Metro after three months jn 
Europe. 

. Maidie Norman returned to work 
at Paramount after siege of ap. 
pendicitis. 

Jack Benny will head show at 
the Friars’ annual children’s party 
Christmas eve. 

Rex Allen put on his third ans 
nual performance at the Paraplegic 
Hospital at Long Beach. 

Edgar Bergen entertained at 
Greater L. A. Press Club's annual 
Xmas party for children. 

Former film star Eileen Percy 
(Mrs. Harry Ruby) in hospital for 
operation on her eyes last week. 

Frank W. Luther will handle 
public relations in Washington 
D.C., as a new associate of The 
Ettinger Co. 

Bing Crosby, Janet Leigh, Raye 
mond Burr and Dick Shannon re- 
corded spot announcements for 
March. of Dimes campaign. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Billy Vine set for Nautilus Hote] 
date beginning Dec. 30. 

Robert Q. Lewis again commut- 
ing between the Lord Tarleton and 
Manhattan airers. 

Eddie Lane, former vaude and 
cafe comic, will host Cadillac Ho- 
tel lounge this season. 

Florida Supper Club Assn. and 
AGVA reps worked out welfare as- 
sessment by the union in okay man- 
ner. 

Jack Stuart orch into Lord 
Tarleton’s Jolson Corner, with 
single night club-date policy again 
in effect for acts. 

Casablanca Hotel’s first tab mu- 
sical will be titled “Passing Fancy.” 
Written by Mark Sandrich, Jr., and 
Sydney Michael’s, it will feature 
Warde Donovan, Gloria Richards 
and CeCe Blake. Opening is Xmas 
eve, 








Chicago 
__ Al Greenfield, Black Orchid bon- 
iface, back from home on Coast. 

George Simon, MCA agent, in 
Michael Reese Hospital for obser- 
vation. 

Crossroads altered its vaude acts 
policy, and now is showcasing five 
girl singers. 

Hollywood Ice Revue in benefit 
for two Chi social settlements, 
Emerson House and Chicago Com- 
mons, next Monday (28). 

Mary Hartline, TV’s “Super Cir- 
cus” star, appeared for 5,000 juves 


|in Springfield, Ill., last week at 





Governor's 
party. 

Ernie Fast, midwest AGVA rep, 
announced plans to crack down 
further on drink-soliciting and 
other improprieties of talent work- 
ing in Calumet City, Il. 

Roger Perry, Grinnell College 
undergrad who won grand cham- 
pionship on TV’s “Talent Show- 
case,” is playing currently at the 
Chez Paree as his prize. 


kiddies Christmas 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Lola Flores, gypsy dancer, on 
her return to Spain preems her 
pic, “Pena, Penita, Pena,’ Cesareo 


| Gonzalez production. 





overseas to Texans in the Armed | 





| 


| 


Antonio's Ballet (former Rosario 
and Antonio team) at the Teatro 
Espanol for several performances 
before leaving on a foreign tour 

Aurora Redondo and Valeriano 
Leon, legit players at the Mara- 
villas with Antonio and Manolo 
Paso's play, “You Kill Me With 
Your Love.” 

New musical show by producer 
Joaquin Gasa, “Everybody at the 
Comico,” stars Garmen de Lirio, 
Maruja Tamayo, and comedian 
Mary Santpere. 

Vienna Operetta Co. at Calderon 
Theatre with “Der Fledermaus 
Irene Wickenhauser, Peter Trenk, 
Vilma Kolonito and_ Friederike 
Fleischmann are starred. Show }s 
directed by Rudolf Gerstein. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 

Betty Abbott doing Xmas silt 
suggestion program for KMT\ 

Omahan John A. Dunlevy named 

art director at WKAR-TV, Michi 


for last three years has been man- | gan State college station. 


Director Anthony Mann, writet 


Charles F. Paines takes over duties | Valentine Davies and Col. Beirne 
of McKibbon. Jack Shell becomes | Lay, Jr., writer of “Strategic ALE 
manager of the Lamar, Beaumont, | 


Command,” in town for briefing DY 
Gen. Curtis LeMay on the film pre 
duction. 
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OBITUARIES 


BERTHA BELMORE 


died Dec. 14 in Barcelona, 


tress. 
Spain, 
from 

Miss Belmor 


nee in New York in “Gigi” Valentine Dyail. He had also been 


jvival of “The Apple Cart” this’ 
Bertha Belmore, 70, British ac- | year. 


On the night of Trouncer’s 


where she was convalescing | death he had been due to take part | 
injuries suffered in a fall. jin a radio program, “Conquest of 
imore, who made her last the Air.” The part was filled by 


appen the 1951-52 season, de-  pnacted for a Christmas Day broad- 


during 
puted at 
Hildren $ - 1 ¢ 
Cainson Crusoe, at Prince’s 
Theatre, Manchester, Eng., the 
town where she was born. 

During her youth, Miss Belmore 
ot ared the Con- 
at and appeared on th 
coved with Harwood’s “Six Sun- 
peams” and “Harwood Ss Juve- 
niles.” 
variety 
one of the 


“Belmore Sisters.” Her 


the age of eight in the cast from Dickens’ 
Christmas pantomime, | ctories. 


Christmas 
Survived by wife and daughter. 


HECTOR V. SARNO 
Hector V. Sarno, 73, retired 


ired Britain with the John Tiller stage and screen actor, died Dec. 
16 in Pasadena after a long illness. 
— a career in legit, he entered 
\ im work in 1909, appearing in‘: 
She also played British gariy Biograph and Vitagragh pic- 
houses for seven years a tyres. He played character and | 
featured roles with Norma Tal- 


initial New York legit appearance jyadge, Lionel Barrymore and 


was made J * 
ersham’s “Julius Caesar.” 


In America, Miss Belmore ap- 


in 1912 in William Fav- other stars. 


In 1915 Sarno was the first actor 


to appear before the cameras on 


2 » “Fie llies”’ i 
eared in the “Ziegfeld Fo the lot now occupied by Metro. 
aith Ww. C. Fields and Will 7 | Among his silent films were “Girl 
and had replaced Edna May Oliver of the Golden West,” “Song. of 


i “Showboat.” She also was seen 
ra “Virginia,” “Johnny Belinda,” 
“Heart of a City,” “By Jupiter, 


“Antigone,” “Harlequinade” an 
“Caesar and Cleopatra. 

Her husband, Herbert Belmore, | 
aretired actor, died last year. \ 


JACKSON C. McQUISTON 
Jackson C. ¢eQuiston, one of 
radio’s pioneers and former gen-| 
eral advertising manager of West- 
inghouse, died Dec.- 14% in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., where he. was 





Conrad, a Westinghouse engineer, 
when he began his broadcasts with 
KDKA in Pittsburgh in 1920 and 
handled all of its radio programs 
from the very beginning until his 
retirement. He was credited with 
initiating commercial advertising 
as a part of the regular aired en- 
tertainments. | 


Love” and “Ashes of Vengeance. 


Failing health caused him to retire 


gaa, a » | Several years ago. 
“The Naked Genius, apa daughter survive. 


died Dec. 18 in Fort Wayne, Indi-| Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, 57, 


A son and 





AINSWORTH ARNOLD 
Ainsworth Arnold, 71, actor, 


ana. He began his theatrical ca- 


‘reer in 1906 and played in such died Dec. 14 in St. Augustine, Fla. | grt ReTe 
,Among books she authored was , Mrs. Anna Gerow, 49, former 


shows as “Sidetracked,”’ ‘Why 


Women Sin,” “The Fatal Wedding” “The Yearling,” published in 1938. ballerina, died Dec. 17 in Los An- 


and “On Parole.” 


Stock 


He — with the Forepaugh 
ompanies in Cincinnati 


spending the winter. He ‘8S- | and imfianapolis and with the 
sociated with the late Dr. Franky ete eart Walker Stock Co. in the 


' 


)sleeping pills. She had performed ; House of the Queen.” 


» had been active in Vancouver film 


a survive. died in Concord, N. H., Dec. 10. 





formed under the name of Ileen| by the Scottish National Players at 
Cook, was found dead Dec. 21 in | the Athenaeum Theatre, Glasgow, 
her Greenwich Village, N. Y.,/in Jan. 1926. Other plays included 
apartment from an overdose of ;|“Thomas the Rhymer” and “The 


Eastman Color 


\—_as Continued from page $ sam 





in Greenwich Village night clubs. pe 
She was the former wife of| Charles Sandbach, 67, a retired Print order. To handle the forth- 
James Riley, a onetime Village'veepee of RCA Communications, Coming EK process, which stems 
nitery owner. \Ine., died Dec. 17 at his home in. from the development of a new re- 
antl | Ocean Grove, N. J. The company. versal film in the amateur market, 
JOSEPH WETZELS is an RCA subsid that operates in-, the labs will have to install Koda- 
Joseph Wetzels, 57, principal ternational radio-telegraph service | chrome equipment costing approxi- 
‘cellist with the Utah Symphony in conjunction with foreign gov-, mately $150,000 per machine. 
for the last five years, died Dec. 14 ernments. Tests of the new color are said 
in Salt Lake i¢ ity after a long ill- | ES ‘ ; to have shown an exceedingly high 
ness. Born in Verviers, Belgium, Francisco Avellan, 58, pianist quality and fine definition. How- 
Weizels had served as first ‘cellist. and composer oi Latin music, died ever, EK is holding off until the 
and assistant conductor with the Dec. 16 in Los Anceles. He played 4 — 7 s be n evaluated jurther 
Bilbao Symphony. In 1928 he accompaniment for the Carmen, PFOCess 145 Dee : ‘ 
founded the Belgian Piano String | Amaya dancers during their recent A drop in the price of Eastman 
Quartet, which toured Europe and! performance at the Philharmonic color is being anticipated with con- 
the U.S. for a number of seasons | Auditorium. siderable eagerness by producers 
as an Official musical ensemble of and labs. One of the reasons is the 
the Beigian Government. Stephen Slesinger, 52, television advent of CinemaScope to which, 
A sister and brother survive. producer and publisher. died Dec. for the present at least, the Techni- 
. ex . 17 in Los Angeles after a short ill- color imbibition, dye-transfer sys- 
JOHN ALBERT SCHUBERG ness. He was also head of a news- tem is not applicable. This is re- 
John Albert Schuberg, 79, an paper syndicate. His widow and flected in the price scale. 
early Canadian film theatre oper- daughter survive. Present Costs 
ac ag ened 13 in Vancouver. | ae Distribs at present pay about 
rn be a. —_ _— the first Can | Louis P. De Wolfe, 64, Essaness $585 for a CinemaScope print proc- 
Seaman aicend proenageteide 3 x of circuit theatre manager from 1939 essed by Techni or any other lab. 
the Spanish-American War and it to 1953, died Dec. 16 in Winnetka. Were Techni able to use its own 
wae a an in ath i Me ped ——?— |, after a brief illness. Surviving process on CinemaScope, the cost 
® put on in an empty store. te | are his sister, two daughters, and would drop to $448 per print. 
three grandchildren. When the new Eastman positive 
comes out, per print cost would be 
_Mrs. Katherine Fitzgerald, musi- ¢495 per ca ‘Gidabence between 
cian and piano teacher for years, . the current Eastman positive cost 


< * cine f and the new charge would be $180, 
bey 3 eg fhe er pln or $54,000 on a 300-print order. 
vives. : Observers see the emergence of 
a new and cheaper Eastman posi- 
tive as a powerful competitive fac- 
tor, particularly if it equals Techni 
in an -., geles. Before coming to this coun- WoOrk quality-wise. Great advantage 
‘in Te as oa a Bc god <i try 30 years age she danced with | of the Eastman color is that it can 
‘in 1947. the Russian Ballet. be handled by virtually any lab 
. ——. whereas Techni is restricted to its 
Her second husband, Norton Bas- Lydia Maria Theresia Kinder- plants in Hollywood and London. 





en 





biz until his retirement 12 years 
ago. 
Wife, three sons and two daugh- 


MARJORIE K. RAWLINGS 


Pulitzer Prize winning novelist, 


kin, hotel and restaurant manager 


latter city. Arnold also performed of St. Augustine, and a brother ™mm, 61, opera singer, died Dec. Late in "54, the DeLuxe Labs in 
with the Percy Williams Stock Co. 


at the Crescent Theatre, Brooklyn. | 


Besides playing with various stock 


and road companies, Arnold also | 
appeared in vaude with the Homer coach and teacher of music theory 


Miles Co. His last legit appearance 


| was in “The Time of Your Life.” 


Surviving are two brothers and 


McQuiston tirst joined the pub-| two sisters. 


lications department of Westing- 
house in 1897. When publicity 
and publications were consolidated 
in 1910, he became head of the; 
publicity department, later becom- 
ing advertising manager for the} 
company. He leaves his wife, with | 
whom he celebrated their golden | 
wedding anniversary three years’ 
ago, a son and two daughters. In-| 
terment was in Pittsburgh. 


GILBERT NEWTON | 
Gilbert Newton, 75, former west- 
ern Pennsylvania theatre owner, | 





| Dominion. 


SARAH MALABAR 


Sarah H. Malabar, 85, president 
of Malabar Theatrical Costumes, 
Ltd., died in Toronto Dec. 16. Mrs. 
Malabar, who founded the business 
in 1903 after being wicowed, de- 
signed and supplied costumes for 
theatrical ventures. 
ly cornered the field to become the | 
| biggest costume operator in the 
Her clients included 
ithe Canadian National Exhibition 
grandstand shows, ice extrava- 
ganzas, musical shows and panto- 


died Dec. 7 in Coral Gables, Fla., | mimes. 


where he made his home for the 


Surviving are two sons and a 
Jast 11 years. He originally en- daughter who respectively head 
tered the film business in Erie,| firm’s branches in Toronto, Mont- 


Pa., from his printing house, where | real and Winnipeg. 


he specialized in amusement ad- | 
Vertising, | 


When the Colonial in Erie was | 


a vaude house under its owner, the 


GUY WEADICK 


Guy Weadick. 68, former vaude- | 
Villian and originator of the Cal- 
late A. P. Wechsler, Newson served | gary Stampede in Calgary, Alberta, 
as booking manager. In 1914 he, Can., died Dec. 14 in Phoenix, Ariz. | 
joined O. A. Potter in the film | He went to Calgary from Wyoming 
theatre business and that partner-| in 1912 to promote the first stam- 
ship operated the Columbia and) pede. The idea occurred to him 
Majestic ‘now Shea's) in Erie, the | While playing a vaude date in Cal- 


Penn in Wesleyville, Pa., and thea- | gary. 
tres in Sharon, Oil City and War- | 


ren, He retired in 1930 when the 
circuit was sold. 

Besides his wife aad two daugh- 
ters, Newton leaves a son, Wil- 


liam, who is with the Newell & , roping act. 


} 


Weadick was manager of the’ 
stampede from 1923-32. Between. 
1912-34, Weadick and his first} 


wife, the former Flores LaDue 


toured vaude circuits with a fancy! 
He retired to Phoenix 


Lennen advertising agency in New | in 1950. 


York 





MRS. HULLY McFARLAND 
Mrs. Hully MeFarland, 63, lead- 


{ 


His second wife, Mrs. Dolly Mul- 


lins, survives. 


FRANK REED 


She ultimate- 


4 in Vienna. The Vienna-born alto N. Y. also will be handling Techni 
/retired from the stage in 1948 be- work on a licensing basis. Eastman 
MAX PERSIN cause of poor eyesight. color has the further advantage 
Max Persin, 65, organist. vocal | riage that it can be handled by the in- 
Irwin G. Good, an employe of dividual] labs which thus gain & 
and composition, died Dec. 15 at the Minneapolis 20th-Fox ex- closer control of print output. 
his home in the Bronx, N. Y. Born Change for 25 years. died in that, 
in Russia, Persin came to the U.S. city Dec. 78. His wife and two 
in the early 1900's. He was a chorus daughters survive. 
|master and coach with Oscar Ham- |} Sa 
merstein’s Manhattan Opera Co. | Lawrence Gordon, 25, manager 
Among those who studied under Of Polk. Neb. Theatre the past 
him were Samuel Chotzinoff. gen- year, died in Stromsburg, Neb. 
eral music director of NBC, and Dec. 9. Survivors include his par- 


: , ris, Forest Hills, N. Y.. Dec. 19. 
William Schuman, prexy of the ents, two brothers and a sister. Bride is a dancer with “Wonderful 


Juilliard Schooi of Music. Town.” and daughter of comedian 
—_-__-_-— Mrs. Mark Browar, wife of long- Jere Delaney: he's company man- 
CLARENCE A. McGEARY time Pittsburgh theatre owner. ager of “Can-Can” and son of 
Clarence A. McGeary, 53. assist- died in Hollywood Dec. 14. A son Charles Harris, company manager 
ant to the manager of western is Herbert Browar. of ABC-TV of “Town” a e ; 
sales approval department at RKO production staff on the Coast. and Susan Frazier to Ted Shapiro, 
Radio, died Dec. 14 in Jersey City, a brother is Jack Rice. actor. Miami Shores. Fla.. Dec. 20. He's 
N. J. McGeary had joined Pathe on longtime zeccompanist for Sophie 
Pictures in 1926 and became an Mother of Art Sterman,. super- Tucker. 
RKO employee a few years later vising studio engineer at station Rita Gibbs te Frank Conville. 
when Pathe was absorbed by RKO. KQV. Pittsburgh. died in that cit) New York. Dec. 19. Bride is with 
He had been with RKO ever since. Dec. 14 after a long illness. Newsweek mag; he’s the vaude 
| Wife. four sons. three daughters. and TV comic. 


survive. 





MARRIAGES 


Hedy Lamarr to W. Howard Lee, 
New York, Dec. 22. Bride is a film 
actress. 

Geraldine Delaney to Joe Har- 


‘three sisters and a brother survive Son-in-law, 39. of Bill Norton Helen Auerbach to Sumner 
een ae Se : “!'company manager of “The King Winebaum. Dec. 19. N. Y Bride 
HOWARD H. GILES and J,” died Dec. 17 in Great Neck. is a legit-TV actress: he’s a radio- 

Howard H. Giles. 51. transmit- L. I, N. Y. Wife survives TV writer with the Young & Rubi- 
ter engineer for station KDKA n agency : 


Pittsburgh, died Deck 13 in that Oscar G. Hendrian, 57, motion Pat Anthony to Dick Houst, Los 
city following an operation. He Picture technical director. died Angeles, Dec. 12. Bride and groom 





was with the Westinghouse broad- Dec. 13 in Hollywood. He leaves are on the KHJ-TV_ production 
casting company in Pitt since 1926, his wife and a daughter staff 
ie Stig AE P a ee — 7 S26} -—" Mi ron 
only five years after it began oper- a =m Norma Judith Haft to 3 ror 
ating ‘ Father, 85. of Budd Boetticher. Mandel. New York, Dec. 20. He's 
. if nes and t neh. Motion picture producer-direct« Tr. son of RKO Theatres national! pub- 
His wife, one son and two daugh a oe . 
ters survive died Dec. 13 in Hollywood. His jicity head Harry Mandel 
wife and two soms survive Pegeyv Collins to Lauren Farr, 
PERCY E. DOE - : mae Dec. 20. Abingdon, Va Both are 
Percy E. Doe, 74, retired Ar- Michael Zacharewitsch, 76 Rus- members of the Barter Theatre 
cadia. Neb.. theatre owner. died sian-born violinist and composer. ther: 


- 3 . 7) hic ¢ ander hh oi. 

Dec. 17 in that town. He had been ho made yg ig Tchai 
ill a vear, kovsky, died Dec. 20 in London 

A native of England, Doe moved 

to Arcadia in 1919 and managed e ; hs: 

the theatre there untit retiring in Eugenie Baird. singer. was killed 


= . : - . ye - or tar im Pitt<- t ‘ ee Tee 
1947. Survivors include his wife in an automobile accident in } sabe is radio announcer at KSC J 


BIRTHS 


= 9 wothar nf ' 
Eugene Baird, 21, brother o Mr and Mrs. Don Stone. daugh- 


Val ana 
la.. Dec. 8. Father 


suoux City, 


fr in Pittsburgh theatrical circles Frank Reed, 73, noted musical 

; Ba : fle . a 0 Sitds| | pty burgh Dec. 19 a : “s ; tee i 

and a former actress, died Dec. | director, died in Halifax, Eng., Dec. @24 @ son. | ” — Mr. and Mrs Ben Fleck Pans 

Y In McKeesport of injuries re-|2. He became ill while touring ene meee ne . | Clarence J. Baker. 70. pioneer Dec. 8. New Delhi, India. Father, 

celved in an automobile accident | with “The Desert Song.” He played _ EVERSLEY CHILDS fl sroperty man. died Dec 16 s¢cond secretary at the American 

last week F Beeeeeee | : Ag ‘th ep Eversley Childs, 86, a director ®!m_ properly man, @ie ate » Embassy. is the son of G. Dare 
k. For the last 10 years,|in theatre orchs since he was 17, 


she served as chairman of the 
Kadio Forum of Congress of Wom- 
ens Clubs and recently had been 
active in Pitt's new Miniature The- 
atre for Children. 
Popa her marriage to the late 
tee B - McFarland, she had 
men -urope and Canada _ for 
fodiens = With a chautauqua 
Ae ce 's. McFarland also trav- 
An gd: ensively in theatricals in 
Pitts, - nd Canada. One of 
Bai pa 1s first little theatres 
Cellay pred in her home as The 
“r Players, She helped estab- 


ish a number of other Pitt dra-| 


Matic or 
ne eke and wrote several 
*’ “hich were produced in Pitt. 


Cony GECIL TROUNCER 
ecil 1 rouncer, 55, died in Lon- 


4 long 


wempanies pl 
' e returned to 
and tha 


| 


and toured extensively round the 


world. 


After ten years as bandmaster 
on liners sailing to the Far East. 
| Reed went to America and played 
theatres on the Keith Orpheum 
circuit. In the U.K. he was musical 


| director at theatres in Southamp- “5 ; 
. pel | Henry Reiner, 57, New York of United Artists 
asso- Sales rep for National Screen 


ton, Nottingham, Norwich 
Claphan, and was latterly 


of Technicolor, Inc., and Techni- Hollywood. Fleck, early official at station 
color Motion Picture Corp., died KDKA,. Pittsburgh 


a , “ar actar lied 
Dec. 20 in New York after a long Mother of Carl Betz, actor, died Mr. and Mrs. Al Bonner. daugh- 











ilIness. He was a pioneer of the in Pittsburgh Dec. 18. ter, Hollywood, Dec. 18. Father is 
, Tec hnicolor companies. a makeup man at Warners. 
Wife survives. Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Peyser, 


4 | n Ha es a son. Dec. 8. in N. Y. Father is 
e e y vicepresident and general counsel 


HENRY REINER 





Continued from page 2 quan Mr. and Mrs. Jack Van Nostrand, 


| ciated with James Shirvell pro- Service, died Dec. 21 in N. Y. He eager” to lend a hand in this per- daughter, Burbank, Cal., Dec. 16. 





15 after a short illness. | Federation of Radio and Television 


at the mene his West End debut | Artists. 
footm; ‘a4ymarket in 1921 as the | years ago after discharge from the piri 
1 in “The Circle,” he served | Army and a short tenure of radio cerebra 
“PPrenticeship in repertory | work in California. 
aying classical roles. | 
London in “Emil ter and his mother. 


Deared Detectives” and later ap- 


at the Old Vie. His last 


I aon 


ric 
i 





appearance was as the | 


ductions, 


JOHN SCOTT 


John Scott, 30, KGMB_= and 


- ; Mrs. Margaret Wall Prado, a 
KGMB-TV announcer, died PR sister of Edward J. Wall. ad-pub women’s activities for the Founda- 


Honolulu Dec, 11 after a 
month-illness. He 
KGMB staff in 1951. 


Scott was president of the Hon- ——— 
olulu. chapter of the American Circle 


Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 


ILEEN COOK 


. Aileen Riley, 44, nitery song 
an ambassador in the ,re-, stress and comedienne, »he. pers 
ad p* ee | “ 


joined the 


He came to Hawaii six 


held that position with NSS for 17 
years ; 
Wife and three sons survive. 


Father is a sales rep for KNXT 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pevney,. son, 
Hollvwood, Dec. 13. Mother is 
Mitzi Green, actress; father is a 
chairman of screen director. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Angus, daugh- 
director for Paramount Films in. tion, Miss Hayes explained that un-, ter, Burbank, Cal., Dec. 13. Father 
the Albany-Buffalo districts; til her daughter was stricken, she is a TV producer. ms 
F,. Wall, manager of the) had participated, “like other peo- Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tripoli 
Theatre, Brookline, Mass.,| ple in the theatre,” in March of sen, Bosten, recently. Father and 
and James J. Wall, manager of the | Dimes drives. but “did not know Mother are the vaude and nitery 
Egyptian Theatre, Brighton, Mass.,/ {99 much about the movement.” team of Geraldine & Joe 
died in Woburn, Mass. Dec. 5 of a! Since then, the actress has criss-| Mr. and Mrs. Jack biel oa 
ere hemorrhage. Also sur- crossed the country to further the - nver, >. mee a a | j- 
viving are her husband, two daugh- | poundation’s efforts. The Albany ack in that city and brothe: hs 


sonal crisis She commended the 
| Foundation's ‘“‘sensitive and wise 
| attitude.” 
51. Now 





national 


Ts ¢ a sister : Marvin Frank, Gotham = dru 
ters and a mer. | date, she said ‘with reference to 4 peater . 

George Reston Malloch, 78, Scot possible conflict on video re- Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Harrison 
playwright, died in Glasgow Dec. hearsal), was “more important than daughter, New York, Nov <() I a- 
12. His best-known play was a television rehearsal or any other ther is actor; mother is Aimeta 


| Baines, TV actress. 


“Soutarness Water,’ dirgt pyoduced, type of shaw,” 
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MY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO HAVE APPEARED ON MY SHOW IN RECENT WEEKS: 


Johnny Mercer °* Marilyn Maxwell ° Rock Hudson © Jane Powell °* Vic Damone ° Jerry Colonna °* Margaret Whiting 
Jack Palance °* Piper Laurie * Frances Faye * Ella Mae Morse *® Jack Bailey °*© Donna Reed *® Gordon MacRae °* Debbie Reynolds 
Jack Costanzo °* Betty Hutton ° Ray Anthony ° Tennessee Ernie °* Idalupino © Howard Duff * Terry Moore * Sara Berner 
Billy Eckstine © Danny Thomas ° Robert Stack ° Barbara Lawrence ° Connie Russell © Gloria Wood *® Hugo Winterhaiter 
Xaxier Cugat °* Rose Marie °* Tab Hunter © Abbelane © Johnny Desmond °* Art Linkletter °* Barbara Ruick *® Gene Nelson 
Linda Christian * Beryl Davis * David Rose * Tony Martin * Ken Murray * Dorothy Malone ® Harry James * Dorothy Shay * Peggy Lee 
Champ Butler °* Ross Bagdasarian * Michael O'Shea © Jimmy Boyd °* Annie Francis * Frank Sinatra * Jack Haley * Eartha Kitt 
Buddy Baer °* Joan Shawlee ° Connie Haines °* Rodd Redwing °* Gale Robbins °* Gene Autry °* Anne Maria Alberghetti 
Mickey Rooney ° Eddie and Ida Cantor °* Johnnie Ray °* Keenan Wynn °* DawnAddams °* Rory Calhoun © Lena Horne 
Stan Freberg ° Guy Mitchell ° Eddie Fisher * John Carradine * Zsa Zsa Gabor * Guy Madison °* Lita Baron ° Richard Jaeckel 
Ann Miller ° Rudy Vallee ° Clara Kimball Young °* Jackie Coogan * Hoagy Carmichael ¢ Bryant Washburn °* Connie Moore 
Jack Mulhall ° Johnny Weismuelier ° Rita Johnson °* James Kirkwood * WandaHendrix °* David Brian °* Bobby Driscoll 
Helene Stanley °* Gigi Perreau ° Shelley Winters ° Spike Jones °* Keefe Brasselle © Mary Small © Johnny Mack Brown 


THANK YOU, RAYMOND SPECTOR, FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE 


DICK GOTTLIEB-—Director BOB MOON-—Continuity Writer 
MARY MARKHAM-— Assistant Producer HARRY DAVIS—Property Dept. 


Represented by 


Press Relations: 
STAN SEIDEN 





























